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STATEMENT FOR 1887 and 1888. 



With this go^s'out to Members the third Text of the Urujinal 
Series for 1886, 

86. The Pi'tmv Ijioes of Women Saints, edited from the unique 
MS. ab. 1610 A.D., by Dr. Carl Horstmann, with a Glossarial 
and general "Index by Mr. W. ]\r. Wood. 

The first and main Text of the Extra Series for 1886, 

XLVII. lite Wars of Alexander, edited by the Kev. Prof. Skeat, 
M.A., Litt. Doc., 

is nearly ready, and should be issued in March. 

For the two Texts of the Original Series for 18^7, the whole of 
the Early English Liv&it of Saints from the Laud MS., the eailiest, 
and the Life of St, Werburghe, englisht a.d. 1513, and iirinted by 
Pynson in 1521, both edited by Dr. Carl Horstmann, will be in' 
type by the end of March, and the volumes will no doubt bo 
issued by May, if not before. 

The Original Series Texts for 1888 will probably be two of 
these : 

Cursor Mundi, Part VI, with Preface by the Eev. Dr. Eichaid 
Morris, and Essays by Dr. Haenisch and Dr. Hupc, and a 
Glossary by Dr. Kaluza. 

The Festiall by John Mirk, Part I, edited from the MSS. by 
Dr. Carl Horstmann. 



LiiH-hsa-fB Worlfi, Part VI mid lost, edited by Mr. W. H. 

UtJey. 
Thi Lay Folks' Cateekiam, edited by the late Canon Simmoiia, 
and rreJei-ic T>. Matthew. 
In the Extra Series tlie second Text for 188S, and tlie two for 
1887 will be those three of the foUowing Parts, all now at pre^s, 
which are ready first : — 

Torrait nf Portimgiili', re-edited from the iiiiiqne MS. by Dr. 

Adam. 
Bp. Fisher's English Workg, Part 11, with his Life and Letters, 

edited by the Eev, Eanald Bayne, B.A. ■. 
Charlemagne Romances : Uuon of BordeatUu by Lord Beraers, 

ab. 1532 A.D., edited by Sidney L. Lee, B.i. Part IV. 
Biil/evi's Treatise against tlie Feuer Pestilence 1573, edited by 

A. H. Bullen, B.A., and Mark Bullen. • 

Sir Bevis of Hamioun, edited from the Aiiclilnleck and other 

I>IS8., by Pi-ot. E. KiJlbing, Ph.D., Part 11. 
Ciixton's Book of the Ordre of CAyvalry or Knyghthode (a.d. 
U84), -with Ix)utfnt'B Scotch copy of it, from the HarL MS. 
6U9. 
The fourth and fifth of the last-uamed Texts which are first 
ready will form the issue of the Extra Series for 1888, unless Mr. 
A. J. Ellis's fifth and last Part of his great work on Earhj English 
Prommciaiioii, that on our Dialects, is in time to be subatitutRd for 
one of them. He hopes to send it to press this year. 

A try will be made to get out one or two Eeprints in 1887, 
Donations for them will be welcome. Mr. Mortimer Harris has 
kindly started our Ju/iilee Reprint Fund with a cheque for two 
guineas. M"r. Af. T. Culley of Coupland Castle will send a Letter 
of Appeal to every Member for support. All gilta should be paid 
to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. A. Da.linel, 67 Vii'toria Road, 
Finsbury Park, London, N. 

Tlie Subscribers to the Original Series must be ]>repared for Hie 
issue of the whole of the Early English Livei of Stiiiits, under the 



editoraliip of Dr. Carl Horstinann. The Society cannot leave out 
any of them, even though some are dull. In many will he found 
interesting incidental details of our forefathers' social state, and all 
are worthful for the history of our language. The Lives may 
he lookt on as the religious romances or story-hooks of their 
period. 

The Standard Collection of Saints* Lives in the Corpus and 
Ashmole MSS, the Harleian MS. 2277, &c. will repeat the Laud 
set, our "No, 86, with additions, and in right order. The differ- 
ences hetween the foundation MS., the Laud, and its followers, 
is so great, that, to prevent quite unwieldy collations. Dr. Horst- 
mann decided that the Laud MS. must he printed alone, as the 
first of the Series of Saints* Lives. The Supplementary Lives 
from the Yernon and other MSS. will form one or two separate 
volumes. The Glossary to the whole set, the discussion of the 
sources, and of the relation of the MSS. to one another, &c. , will he 
put in a final volume. 

"When the Saints' Lives are complete, Trevisa's englishing of 
Bartholomceiis de Propnetatibus Rerum, the mediaeval Cyclopaedia 
of Science, <fec., will be the Society's next big undertaking. 

r. J. FURNIVALL. 
March 11, 1SS7. 
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mTRODUCTIOK 



When searching for Bokenham's second collection of 
lives of Saints whicli he mentions as his work in his 
Mappula Angliae (lately published in Eiig. Studkn, 
1886), I found not it (it seems indeed to be lost), but 
the present collection which I had not before known 
of. This set of Female Saints' Lives is in a unique 
MS., MS. Stowe 949, in which, p. 1, the former owner 
haa written ' Bibl. Thomae Astlei Arm.,' and then added : 
' This MS. has not been printed, and the Lives in it are 
very different from those pubhshed in the BrUannia 
Sancta: the following Lives abound with wonderful 
miracles and marvellous relations which are omitted in 
the printed works.' This MS., 8°, paper, numbering 357 
pages, and containing only the present collection, is care- 
fully written and executed, in a fine and legible hand, 
which has used italics iu the titles, quotations, and proper 
names, and added marginal notes, headlines, and indexes. 
It is very correct, and might seem to be the author's own 
MS. but for a few mistakes which only a scribe could 
have made (f. i. p. 70, 12 'they for' instead of 'thorfor') 
it was no doubt copied directly from the original 
MS., and is moat likely the clean transcript from thi; 
author's draft. On account of this correctness, and the 
care taken in eveiy detail, I have deemed it advisable 
to reprint the MS. as it is, retaining the same change 
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of type, the same headings and marginal notes, and even 
the punctuation, which is correct, tliough deviating in 
some respects from the present mode, and which brings 
out the latinizing style of that period, with its inter- 
twining of sentences by the frequent use of relative 
conjunctions. I have only reraoved some inconsis- 
tencies, added the quotation commas, used F instead of 
ff, and employed small capitals, instead of itahcs, in proper 
names. I have also added the references in marginal 
notes (in brackets) and footnotes. 

Twice in the earlier English (and no other) literature, 
was an attempt made to put together the lives of 
female Saints ; by Bokenbam in verse, and in the present 
collection — a peculiar instance of the veneration which 
the weaker part of mankind, especially in its godlike 
members, enjoys in this island. But if Bokenbam'a 
collection is limited to some (13) of the most common 
Saints, the present collection takes a far wider range. 
It consists of two eqiial parts : (1) ' The lives of the 
women Saiuta of our contrie of England,' (2) ' Some 
other lives of holie women written by some of the 
auncient Fathers,' The first part is preceded by a long 
introduction, ' Some Notes before tlie lines,' on the 
questions why God Jias provided Saints, and why the 
Saints of Scotland and Ireland are numbered amongst 
the Saints of England in this collection and then treat- 
ing of virginity by extracts from St. Cyprian and lerome, 
and giving some specimens of true widowhood in St. 
Jerome's time (Marcella and Paula) and from the Bible 
(ludith and Anna prophet issa). 

I give here the list of the English female Saints of 
tlie 1st part, in the order of the MS., adding their 
anniversary, the date given to them by the author, e 
his source : — 
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1 S. IMena 18 Aug. 

2 S. Ursula 21 Oct. 

3 S. Keyna 8 Oct. 

4 S. BrigiJae 1 Fot. 

G S. Dymima 15 Hay 

6 S. Edburg ....(n) 12 Dec. 



IBltoTO 'Tinmmns'jfnn. eal. iii, 
and iv. ■ (e^tmcted). 

.0 „ 'Dr. Henn. Ylieii' a' Mini. 
S. Ura. » (in Zach. 
Lippeloo VUae SS* 
iv. p. 71S, Col. 1590. 

)0 „ Capgrave Nova. Leg. 
Angl. 1518 (abr.). 
4 L , Lippeloo & Capgr, (abr. ). 

10 ,, Mattyrinm b. Dympnao 
by ' Peter of Cam- 
bray ' (ill Lippeloo ii. 



' The lifu in Civpgrave gives large TarbiJ axtraota Trom the Eisf^ 
trium Segum by John of H ildaalicim. 

' The eiact title is; Bistoria SS. Uraulae et Sodarvm Virginum 
brepi'iHme omKripta, cum annoiationilmi in quibus veriJ-as eiusdem 
inTfiligtUitr, Per R. D. Hcnaaiiniii/i Fleisn S. Theologiac Bocterem, 
S. CanilKrti Dcoinum, SS.gtte Virgiimia ColoJiiaa Carwniruut. The 
Bsme aathor is freqnButly rereiTBd to by CrombBch, S. Ursula vindi- 
eala. Col. 1617. The Englisli tfxt ia a reiVal translation (bat without 
the critir^l ' snnotacionea '). The ' Bishop Lindaii ' quoted at the end, 
p. S9, ifl thfl well-known Lindan (1526-88) bishop of Roermond in 15G2, 
snd of Gand (Ghent) in 1688, who contributed the paeaage quoted 
toBaroniua's Martynlogy, 21 Oct Sea also Acta SS. Bolland, 21 Oct. 

* Kes gestae lUustratiasimomin Martyrum, Confeeaorum tttque S. 
Virginnni , , ., eorum praecipae quae per E. P. L. Surium sex tomia 
compreheusaa annt k nuBO restrictis TerboTUin ambagibiis, iutpgra 
tamen hiatoriarum serio ublij^Qe semata, ad eiactiiutiinaiti doctissimi & 
praeatantissiitii viri D. Caea. Baronii Chronologiain digestae ac in 
qnatuor Tomos diatributae, Studio & labore F. ZacL. Lippulon, 
Corthusiae Coloniensis olutnno. Col. npud Henr. Fulkenburg, a.d, 
UDXCUr. (vol. 4 : 1466) ; the 2 last vols, have also the title, VUae 
Sanctorum aive Res g. cte. Tliia collection was rejiriiited Col. 1804 
and IBIS. It contains moat of the lives in Surius, in a Boinewhat 
abridged shape. The English aathor does not aeem to have used Suriua, 
or he would not have omitted St. Lioba (Suriua : 28 Sept.). SiiHiis 
contnins tbe same English Saints sa Lippeloo, except S. 'Walburge ; 
with the text of Cspgiave, a little modiiied. 

* Lippeloo gives 521, Cnpgrave 618. 

' Ho confounds her with 8. Elhtlburge, mnkiijg her the daughter 
of E'.helbtrt and Berta. 
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8 S. Ethelburge(rt) 11 Oct. c. 640 from Capgrave (abr.) (of. 

Beda iv. 9). 
(6) daughter of Ethelbert and Emma (cf. Beda ii, 
11 ff. ; f lor. Wig.) 

9 S. Sexburge 6 July. 640 „ Capgrave (abr.). 

10 S. Hilda 18 Nov. c. 650 „ Capgrave (from Beda 

iv. 23). 

11 S. Ermenilde 3 Feb. 660 ,, Capgrave (abr.). 

12 S. Werbnrge 8 Feb. „ „ „ 

13 S. Milburge 23 Feb. c. 664 „ „ 

14 S. Mildrede 20 Feb. c. „ ,, „ 

15 S. Ebba 25 Aug. +683 „ Capgrave. 

16 Etheldred 23 June c. 674 „ 'Beda'H. E. iv.l9(and 

Capgrave).^ 

17 S. Kinesburge.. l 

S. Kineswide... > 6 March c. 666 „ Capgrave (cf. Math. 
S. Tibbe ) Westm. a 705). 

18 S. Ethelburge ... 

(wife of Ine)... — c. 690 „ (Will, of Malm. R. I 85- 

37,HigdenPol.p.258.) 

19 S. Hildelitha 24 March c. 676 „ Capgrave (abr.) (no Fi'to 

extant). 

20 S. Cuthburge 31 Aug. c. 690 ,, Capgrave. 

21 S. Withburge.... 8 Jul. c. 650 „ „ (noFttoext). 

22 S. Inthware^ ? c. 700 „ „ 

23 S. Frides^vide.... 19 Oct. c. 740 „ „ 

24 S. Walburge 25 Feb. 

(IMay) c. 746 ,, Lippeloo ii p. 397, 1 

May (& Capgr,).* 

25 S. Wenefride 3 Nov. after 600, 

c. 800 ,, Lippeloo iv. p. 361 
(& Capgrave). 

26 S. Modwen 5 Jul. c. 870 „ Capgrave. 

27 S. Ositha 7 Oct. c. 880 „ Capgrave & Lippeloo. 

28 S. Maxentia 20 Nov. 

(24 Oct.) ? 

29 S. Oswen (Os- 

man) 9 Sept. ? ,, Capgrave^ 

30 S. Elflede* 29 Oct. c. 950 „ „ 

^ What the English author adds at the end as taken from The 
Catalogue of English Saintes, is found in Capgrave. 

^ luthware in Capgrave. Nothing is known of this saint besides 
what Capgrave gives ; cf. Rees's Tf^elsh Saints, 321. 

• Both abridged from the Vita aiict. Wolfhardo Fresh, (in Act. SS, 
Boll. 25 Feb. In Surius this life is wanting. 

^ Elfreda in Brit. Sancta ; she was abbess of Romsey in Hampshire, 
and is mentioned by Will. Malm. Pont. 2. 
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31 S.Edith 10 Sept. c. 980 from Capgrave & Lippeloo 

(abr ). 

32 S. Wulfhildc 9 Doc. — Capgrave. 

33 S. Margaret, 

Queen of Scot- 
land 10 June 1100 „ Capgrave (abr, in Lip- 
peloo), abr.^ 

34 S. Mectilde 12 April c. 1200 „ Thomas Cantimpr. de 

apibtis, lib. ii. cap. 1. 

The 2iid part, p. 117 ff. contains lives from the 
Fathers, mostly in verbal translations : 

1 S. Monica 4 May (+ 387) trans, from *S. August. Con. 

fcssiones,' * 

a a A oi T (+304 or *S. Ambros. 

2 S- Agnes 21Jan. g^^ „ ^^^^. 

3 S. Gorgonia 8 (Baron. 

9) Dec. ( + c. 372) „ *S. Gregor.Naz.* 

her brothei-, 
Or. fun. 11 & 
14.' 

4 S. Nonna 5 Aug. (+ 374) ,, 'S.Gregor.Naz.* 

her son, Or. 
fun. in Cacs. 
<k in patrem. ' 

5 S. lulitta 30 May + c. 304 „ * S. Basile ' 

(Homil, in 

mart. Jul.) 

6 A captive in Iberia — c. 327 (Baron.) ,, *Rufinus, I. 10.* 

7 S. Macrina 19 Jul. +379 „ *S. Gregor. of 

Nyssa, J^. cul 
Olympium.* 

Concluding with an admirable miracle of St. Macrina*s grandfather. 

The order of the English female Saints is chrono- 
logical. The author may be said to represent fairly 
the hagiologic knowledge of his days. The time had 
arrived for digesting the vast materials: Lippomani 

^ At the end, p. 113, the English author mentions Hector Boece 
(+ 1636) Chron. Scot. (Paris 1626-7, and, increased by book 18 and 19, 
1574), This was translated into Scotch verse by Stewart ab. 1530 
(ed. in Chron. <fe Mem. by "W. B. TumbuU, 3 vols. London, 1858), 
into prose by Bellenden 1530-3 (ed. Edinb. 1536, repr. 1821). 

* The more special references I have given in the text. 
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(1551-GO) and Surius (1570-75) had published their 
VUae Sanctoi^um ; Baronius had begun to sift the 
materials in his Annates Ecclesiastici (1588-1607, 12 vol.). 
Our author follows Baronius, not only in the life of St. 
Helen, which he extracted from the Annates, but, more 
frequently, in his chronology, for which he quotes both 
the Annats and the Martyrotogy (1586) of Baronius. 
But he already goes beyond this author in adopting, 
for his life of St. Ursula, the version of Herman Fleien ^ 
(ed. in Lippeloo, iv. 1596), who corrects Baronius, in 
fixing the slaughter of the holy virgins at the time 
that the Huns occupied Cologne. Sometimes he goes 
back to the original sources, as in the life of St. 
Etheldred, which he translates verbally from Bede 
(H. E. iv. 19) : in St. Kinesburge he mentions Mathew 
of Westminster. But his chief source, besides Lippeloo 
(whom he consults in the few lives of English Saints 
contained in his collection)^, is Capgrave's Neva Legenda 
Anfjtiae (1516),^ which collection comprises all the lives 
of our English author, in alphabetical order, except 
Dympna and Mechtilde, mostly in vcrlat extracts from 
the original Vitae. This was the only collection, then 
extant, which he could consult for his special purpose 
(English Saints). He follows Capgrave even in St. 
Hilda (with the account of Csedmon,* the Anglo-saxon 



^ His version rests on Galfridus Monmut., cf. Act. SS. Boll.^ 21 Oct. 

' Sometimes he combines the versions of Lippeloo and Capgrave, as 
in Brigid, where he gives the chronology of both ; in S. Walburg, 
where he uses the texts of both, and adds the miracles (om. in Capgr.) 
from Lippeloo, 

' This collection exists in MS. in the York Minster libr,, in Cott, 
Tib. E 1 (greatly injured by fire), and in MS. Tanner 15 (Bodl.). An 
abiidged translation was published by Pynson in 1516, The entire 
work was printed in 1516 by Wynkyn de AVorde. The introduction is 
also printed in De Ilhistr. Hcnrids, 

* The tradition of Caedmon, it seems, was first revived by Capgrave 
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poet), when he might have gone hack to Bede (H. E. 
iv, 23), whom however he does _not even mention here. 
But he hardly ever translates Capgrave verbally : in 
most cases he more or less abridges him. 

Though, strangely enough, he never mentions Cap- 
grave'a name, he seems to refer to his collection under 
the name of 27ic Catalogue of English Saints (p. 70), as 
the account he gives there under this head is found 
in Capgrave. — The life of St. Dympna is a verbal trans- 
lation of the Vila by Peter of Cambray (c. 1290), which 
lie found in Lippeloo's collection. For St. Mechtildc he 
Lpefers to ' a verie good Author that liued a litle after 
I.Wri to weete, 1238.' In Britannia Sanda (under the 
I l2th April, after Wilson's Engl. Maiiyrology) this author 
I k ' Thomas Cantipratensis* in the 2nd hook of the Miracles 
y^f his own time, chap. 10:' the passage is however 
■ ^uad in the 2nd book of his Bonuai universale de apibus 
ll^ysiiins, cap. 1, which was printed in 1597,' — It is not 

f nd kept alira hj our English nnlhor, till Juniua took it np again and 
[ kBciibed to C^dmon the poema now psssing ondet Lis name. 

' This Thomas da Cantimprfi was hom in 1201 (or 1186) at Lewis, 
tot Til from Bmiellea ; was Gist an Angustin canou in the abhey of 
CantimprS near Cambray, after 1232 a Dominican friar, studied in 
Cologne and Paris, and became prior at Lonvain ; he died in 1263 or 
12B0. Ha wrote, besides his book de ApSma, tha lives of S. Christina 
nicabilis of Uasban, and of S. Marj of Oignon, English translations of 
Vhich are extant in a MS. Donca (ed. hj mo in Anglia 1884). 

> AeL SS. Boll. April 12, p. 65, remark abont this Btechthildis : 
dicitor Vita eins estare MS. apnd liobeitnm Backlandiam ...Venit 
antem Alexander ad Claustrum Fonii, sen Fnsniacnm, in Landnnensi 
episeopatn, seoundo a Veinino oppiJo lapide, nnde ad no?em mllliaria 
discedens Matbildis sancte Tixit. Agnnt etiam de ea et fratre BapUsta 
Fnlgosioa lib. 4 factorum dictorum^ue memorah ilium, cap. i, et Andi'eas 
nensis in snis eiemplia, titiilo de Fanpertate. Non fit eius meutia 
In Mofiyml. Gallic. Sa/tismtii, neque arbitramur nllam veneratiouem 
Xeoleuasticaia eidem concessam. — There is another Mechthildis mcn- 
Led in Trithemina (OSron. Birsaiig. ad. a. 1154), who coming from 
I 8ti Alban's to Spannheim, lived there a recluse, and died in gceat 
• Mpntation for sanctity in 115*; cf. A. Butler, Livm of BS. 10 
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my present task ^ to foUow up the original sources, or to 
give the development of each legend. More information of 
this kind will be found in Britannia Sanda, or the Lives 
of the most celelrated British^ English, Scottish, and Irish 
Saints, London MDCCXLV. in 2 Parts (Jan. — June, 
July — Dec.) ^ ; Alban Butler, The Lives of the Fathers, 
Martyrs, and other principal Saints, compiled from 
Original Momiments and other authentic records, 12 
voL Dubl. and Lond. 1833-8 ; Wm. Smith and Henry 
Wace. A Dictionary of Christian Biography, vol. 1 — 3 
(A — M), London, J. Murray, 1877-82, and others. 

The lives of the second part are verbally translated 
from the Fathers : in Nonna, the material is gathered 
from two funeral sermons of S. Gregorius Nazianzenus 
{Or. fun, in patrem and Or, fun. in Caesarium fratrem) 
and connected by the author's own narrative : an attempt 
which does not seem very successful. But it must be 
acknowledged that he has used not only Latin, but also 
Greek authors, and most likely, at least in part, translated 
the latter from the Greek texts. 

There can be little doubt as to the author s date. He 
himself says (p. 7) that up to his time 400 years had 
elapsed since the conquest of Ireland by Henry XL (in 

^ Nor would it be easy to attempt that task, as the legendary and 
hagiologic part — not the least interesting — of English history has been 
blamably neglected up to the present ; so much so that most of the 
original Vitae (from which Capgrave gi7e4s mere extracts) are still' 
hidden in libraries. England has not done her duty in this regard. 

2 This book contains all the Saints of our A.uthor, except Inthware 
and Oswen, and several besides: S. Ita (15 Jan.), Bathildes Queen 
(27 Jan.), Attracta (9 Feb.), Kennocha (13 March), Elgyve Queen (18 
May), Buriene (29 May), Everildis (9 July), Lewine (24 July), 
Christiana (26 July), Alfreda (2 Aug.), Ebba (25 Aug.), Bega (6 Sept.), 
Idoba and Tetta (28 Sept.), Tecla (15 Oct.), Cyra (16 Oct.), Oda 
(27 Nov.), Christina (5 Dec), most of them Irish and British Saints; 
besides numbering amongst the Saints Torgitha (26 Jan.), Earcongota 
(7 July), Milwyde (17 Jan.), as it does Caedmon (12 Feb.) and Richard- 
HampoUe (29 Sept. ) amongst the male Saints. 
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), and that St. Cyprian* lived above fourteen liundred 
. before his time. He quotes Bishop Lindaa 
r (p. 39), who, having been consecrated bishop of Roer- 
mond in 1562, became bishop of Gand (Ghent) in 
1588, and died in the same year, and whoso contiibu- 
tioDS to Baroniua's Martyrology appeared with that work 
in 1686. He calls Herm. Fleien hla contemporary, 
whose life of St, Ursula was published in Lippeloo 
\_ Y. SS. in 1596. He took his life of St. M^entia 
I Thomas of Cantimprd's Bonum de apibus, which 
f Was printed in 1597. He uses Baronius, whose Aimalcs 
Heel.'' appeared in 1688-1607 (1st edit.). So we come 
to the beginning of the 17th century. The character 
of the writing and the water-mark in the paper of 
the MS., as the Keeper of the MSS. in the British 
Museum kindly informs me, point to 1610-1615. So 
the book belongs to the time when Shake?peare's genius 
had reached its zenith. The author must he sought 
amongst the Roman Catholic theologians of Elizabeth's 
His name may perhaps be found amongst the 
inent Romanists in Jos. Gillow's A Hierary and 
[ Hographival history or BihliograpMcal dictionary of the 
English Catholics from, 1534i to the present time, London 
and New Tork, 1885 fE 2 vols, (in progress). 

' TWs caloultttion ia, howeTer, not correct ; he eviJuntly does not 
know the date ot Cyprian's death. 

' He quutea torn, 3 and 4 of tha Anii- Ecd. 
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OF "WOMEN SAINTS OF OUR CONTRTE OF 
ENGLAND, 

ALSO SOME OTHER LIUES OF HOLLE WOMEN 
WRITTEN BY SOME OF THE AUNCIENT 
FATHERS, Pag. 120 (MS. 1T5).] 



Some Hofcs 
ftcfore the Kues. 

Why God hath prouiJed in his Christian Contries some n 
famous Sainles aboue the comvoon sorte. t 

Jfnittt decaying in the worlde, and Chnritie becomming 
more aod more colde, Ohriatiana conimonlifl thereitppon 
make small or verie base conceite of the vertue aiid force 

4 of those vertuea; obaeruiug as they imngine litle difference 
betweene natQrall persuasion, and supernatnrall instruc- 
tion, betweeuo sensual!, worldlie, and humane loue, and 
betwcene spiritual], heauenlie and diuine Charltie. Not- 

5 withstanding as the admirnhle workes and benefits of 
nature are many, yet not obaerued or dulie pondered, 
vntill by some speciall art and industrie they are proposed 
and proued, as the nature and vertues of hevbes are not 

12 knowne but by phyaicions, nor tbe precious eartli of golde 
and siluer mines, but by the art of goulde-fyoing, neither 
the secret effect and rare dignities of stones and pearles 
but by lapidaries, and so in other tilings ; In like sort 

16 gods grace and the workea thereof, the force of faith, the 
glorie of gods loue, aro not ordioarilie considered or much 

FKHALE SAINTS. B 



[eOME notes liEFORE THE I.1UE3 : 

weigbed, bicause they are vsuallio either not trulie 
but iniagmed ; or if they be present, they are so confused 
with other drosse of sens u all alTections and natiirall 
imperfections, aa that their light is much obscured, their 
operation blunted and dulled, and tlioir dignitie vndisccriied. 
Wherefore when wo may finde them pui-e and fined from 
such drossie desires, tried & cleano from such base affections, 
there may we beholde the beautie and glittering of those 
iewells, the woi'tli of those gemmes, the admirable vertuea 
and forces of their power. Then also may we know what 
a benefit it ia to haue them, what ricliea to possesse them, 
what comfort to enioy them. For this cause hath our 13 
gracious God prouided some Bpeciall Saintes in all sexes and 
estates, in all professions and callings, whereby nil other 
of the same condition or qualitie, may leame the power of 
goda grace, the force of faith, the abilitie of ehavitie, 16 
when in the weakest sex, the yongest yeares, and in the 
greatest difficulties, as of kinglie honours, of princelie 
pleasures, of roiali riches, of youthfuU concupiscence, of 
danger of dysgrace, pouertie, penurie, and death it self, 20 
they produce such potent effects, aa to glorie in worldlie 
contempt, to choose pouertie for the greatest riches, 
obedience for Christs sake ahoue any authoritie to command, 
Bpirituall Ealitarinea before any pleasant temporall ' 
companie, payee for pleasure, fasting for feasting, penance 
tor pastime. By which spectacle of so different deuotion 
in the same condition or sex, or such oda of vertue in 
equalitie or lease abilitie of nature, they may playnlie 28 
perceyne their owne negligemco, and accuse their coldenesse, 
and withall learne the value of true vertue, magnifie 
Christs grace it; gracious gifts, quicken their slaggishnes, 
to be more trustf ull in godafauour and forces, more ferueut 33 
in prayer for such help, more humble in seeing their farre 
distance from their like or more volike ; they liauing made 
such a conquest of themselues and the worlde to which 
they foele themselucs so inthralled, they hauing so armed • 
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naturaU imbed llitie with force of fiiith, when themselues 
are yet eo feeble and fainto in the eaniB faitb. / By siioh 
greate ligbtes in moste ages, or at leasts by their memorable 
dl m fll nnidnm ontries, bath 

g d J gi-a 1 p h y d (iwake the 
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adm mhh dUd hwhnhj ehall see or 

iredhwmllh ] fh gi bunches, and 

passed throvighe the needles eye of bhrista narrow way, 
that is Princes and Potentates of the worlds hane contemned 
EO greate riches and honours for Christa lone and imita- 

i tion, and when they shjill bcholdo fraile women to haue 
taken vp so weightie and greate Crosses, and to haue 
carried them so cheerfullie albeit doyntilie bredd and 
brought vp, and inuited by the world to excellent aduance- 

1 ments glorie and delightes ; yet neglecting them all to 
follow Christ ; bow many may be confounded that for 
onelie mammocks and scrappes in comparison, neglect to 
serue god or forgoe his seruice t How many meu may 

I blush at their moi-e than womannish weaknea, that can 
scarce beare any Crosse or verie small ones, when tender 
ladies haue taken such strength and courage throughe loue 
of their lord, to carrie so mightie burdens J Who may not 

: be ashamed at the name of a man, tliat can not come nigbe, 
or at least dare not endeuour to contend in strength and 
labour with a weake woman 1 What inferioiw person can 
thinks they leaue or bestow much on Clirist, when sondrio 

I Princes and greate states haue voluntarilie forsaken all their 
substance and power for Christ lesusl What greate 
matter to be abased and putt vnder foote, when supreme 
commanders of Kealmoa subiect themselues and - bo 

I obedient to their farre inferiour for their Sauiours sake, as 
Bondrie kings and queenes haue donne in this land, before 
the Conijuest 1 Nay what indignitie is it, baser persons to 
be proude of these worldlie things, and so greedilie to 

1 hunger after them, so excellent personages glorying to 
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forgoe and despise themi Tnferioura to strugl« and Ktriue 
for meaner dignities and honours, the higher estates 
casting away the cheefest so willinglie 1 Base cocceite is it, 
which reputeth that greate which a noble raynde iuJgeth 4 
contemptible, and vile is that spirit, who deiecteth hia 
haught affection, to seme things farre iuferiour to it self. / 
Neither lesse vaine is that hnrte, which neuer leaueth 
wooing and pnrsiung things whose nature is to be euer 8 
mutable, and whose benefits are neuer voyd of danger and 
sorrow. / Who loueth that which is nothing suteable to his 
lone } Reasonable lone is by nature to continue euer, why 
then shall It tye it self to that which by nature and of 12 
necessitie is corruptible, transitorio, and momentaneall 1 
Much ignohilitie were it, for a potent and i-iche Prince, of 
goedlie lb well featured personage, to cast his affection 
on a begger woman, for sterilitie vnEruitfuU, for foule 16 
faaour aud person vnamiable, and for condition and kinde 
as ignoble. Farre more indignitie is it, for our imraortall 
Eoule to loue and serue dead bodies, for so worthio a 
substance to embrace fayer shyning shadowes, for a neuer 20 
decaying mynde to cast his whole hart on eoone fading 
flowers ; as indeede are all the graces of this bodie, all 
glovie and riches of this life, the Apostle saying; Tlit 
Jiijure or shape qf this world jmgseth aicay : that ie, the 21 
magnificence, pompe, pleasure and wealth of this visible 
world is hut a figure and representation of the true 
magnificence, gloiie, pleasure and substance in heauen our 
perpetual! contrie and fathei-s kingdome, which are vnspeak- 28 
able and shall neuer alter, and which S' Peter termeth, 
the incorruptible, vndefihd, and neuer loitJieriHg in/ieritanoe 
lejil rn heauen : whereas all heere are cleane contrarie, 
corruptible sundrie wayes, as diuerslie defiling their 32 
possessors, and still decaying, neither is at all worthie of 
the name of inheritance, but for terme of life, and verie 
often not so long neither : so that all is but a glimge or 
light shew of the euerlasting and inexpliaable glorie of 36 



the flttintes ; nothing heere being stable, but varying and 
changing euermore, vntill death comes, that swecpes away 
goods, friends, pleasures, honor;:, powre and pompe, lands, 
4 and life, alt at a clappe, go cleans as if tbey had neuer 
beene j the soule taken away and sent to giue his straight 
accounto, for the vse of all those goods of hia lord, lent 
him, to repay Lim with gayne j hia bodie tourned out to 
8 feede the wormes, & all those foresayd things, bestowed 
on other parties tor them likewise to employ, and therefore 
to render a like reckoning, they know not how 8€Kme, Foe 
this cause in the forenamed place the Apostle aduisetb tbo 

12 CoEiNTHiAKS in this manner. Thia therefore I say my 
hrethren, the time is short, u-Iier^m-e it remayjieih that those, 
t/ial be married, Hue ai if they luere VTuriaTted ; they that 
weepe (or haue cause of temporall sorrow) be as \fthey leept 

16 not, (that is, not troubled but patient) ; they that reioice, (or 
haue cause of secular gladnos), he as not reioycing : they t/iat 
iiiy, let them be as if tliey posseseed nothing ; and they t/iat 
vse this icorlde, be ae if tliey vaed it not, (that is, withoute 

20 greate carking or care, and prepared strnightwayes to leaue 
tkem.) / If you would know the reason of this greate 
counsaile, it was the wordes first mei^tioned, bieitvse 
(saytb he) the figure of this Korld paseeth away : tclierefure 

24 / woidd have you without solicitude, to wcete, of worldlio 
things. In like sort holie loB, long before, aaw the 
same of all these temporall things, saying : Manbonieofa job:i4: 
woman, and lining a short tiiiie, is replenished tcith. vvmy 

28 misM-ies, he sprovielh vp like vnto aflower, and is troden 
downe, and Jlieth away lil:e a shadow, aifd neuer abideth in 
the same estate. A man then is but of ehoi-t continuance, 
shooteth out like a fraile f oure, and as sooue ailmoste as 

32 the floni'e in the field, is trodeii on and maid by the 
trauailera foote, or lickt vp by a beaste feeding on it, so is 
our life and the glorie thereof often ended vnwarea in our 
freshest floure, and flourishing glorie, sometimes at our 



ing forth, and if s 
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by nature they soone fade, and wither away like drie 
floures falling to the earth and neuer after appearing, and 
others popping vp in their places ; And biimane glorie, be 
it extended and sett out to the moste, as in Piinoes and 
other greate Potentates flourishing in all sensible Eolace, 
yet are they all subiect to those mauifolde and sudden 
oppressiunB, like floui-es, and last they all they can, yet 
they passe away like a shadow, and aJl their pompe ia 
but a skew and base representation, or rather a shadow of 
true bappioes in Christ, our Lordea euerlasting and 
blissefull kingdome : for like a shadow, it is but a, darke 
resemblance of the thing shadowed, and after it leaueth no ] 
signe of the partie or pageants Ifaere latelie appearing. If 
the lord be thus fraile, what are the vassalls, ife his seruants J 
If man for whome these things are made andai-e prouided, 
be thus moment an eall, so replenished with miseries, fading '. 
like a floiire, and comparable to a shadow, what are other 
things withoute him, depending of othei's, as well as of him- 
self, as honor, glorie, pi'aise, pleasure and whatsoeuer eis 1 
Riches are embeselled away by many glightes, inheritance ! 
and lands lost by sundrie shifts, kings often expulsed out 
of their dominions, and yet all thefie so striptout of their 
tempoialties, may in their persons remajne vnharmed : 
strength likewise, beaiitie, fauoui', health, and autboritie '. 
perish often, the partie still lyuing : friends forsake vs often, 
we loose our libertie, wifa becomes vnfaithfuU, husband vn- 
kitide, children vnnaturall, seruants Tudutifull, our eight 
failes, our senses decay, memorie and witt fayntetb, yet the ' 
subiect continueth. Wherefore farre more mutable and 
casuall are the things of this life, than the peraoa lyuing ; 
substantial!, more 
some sort, all these i 
ore or lesse afttict 
All tliis being too 
ID or woman, now 



they being more extrinsecall i 

accidentall than essential! : Albeit in 

mutations appertayning to the man, i 

him, as they conceme and aiTeot liim. 

apparant to a considerate-faytfafulie n: 

beholde how prudently and prouidentlie Gods saintea and 36 
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true friends haue merchandised and made esceediag gnyne 
and commoditie, in employing and putting them forth io 
gods affaires, not omitting the oportunitie of this gainfull 

i markett. They therefore tboroughlie weighing the sub- 
stance and quaJitie of these corruptible commodities, and 
the incertajntie of future occasion, if they should neglect 
the present to employ them with profit, on the other side 

3 considering the greate Princes proclamation, who payeth 
so francklie for what we will sell him or exchange with 
him, saying ; Whosoeuer ehall Jbraake brother, or tisler, i 
/iil/ter, or mother, leife or children, goods or landa for my 

2 take, thall reeeiue an hundred Jblde, and life everlasting : 
againe, Blesaed are the poore in epirit, Jor theirs is the i 
kingdome qf keauen. Blessed are tliey that moume (that is 
for their owne sinnea, for tLe desire of heauen, for the 

3 greate ingratitude of men toward god, for the eupei^ 
aboundance of iniquitie reigning and such like holie 
respects) Jor (hey shall he comforted hy god : and Blessed 
are the merc\full (that is, to all in miserie) for they shall 

5 finde mereie at Gods hands : and Blessed are the cleane in 
hart, for they shall see God : and that Blessed are those that 
svffeT persecution for righteousnes sake, for ilieirs is the 
kingdoms of Jieauen : Farder hearing- proclaymcd, how 

i Virgins follow the lambe, singing a. song that none els can [ 
sing, and to be briefe, that the paines and tranailes of this 
life are not worthie qf tlie future glorie, that shall he 
reuealed in vs : and that, you that ha-ue left all and followed i 

3 nM, at the resurrection when the Sonne of man shall sitt on. 
the seals of his maiestie, you also shall sitt in stales iudging 
the Iwelue tribes qf Israel: and whosoeuer forsaketh any 
friends or substance for my loue, shall have an hundred 

3 folde, and life everlasting, like vnto which no eye hath 
seene, nor eare heard talke of, nor hart euer conceyued any 
ioy or glorie comparable. Heereuppon yong and olde, rich 
and poore, noble and ignoble, were inflamed with this loftie 

G loue, so precious and well prefeiTcd in Chrjstfi kingdome ; 



[SOHE KOTES CEFOUE THE LlUEa T 

hereuppon they gaue all they had, bodio and goods, hart 
and mynde, to follow and pleaRO him, to buy this rich 
margarite, to purchacB this highe honour & inestimable 
treaaure. Koble virgins refused temporal! husbanda and 
honours, gaue away their iewells to be poore in spirit, and 
follow Christ, that they might sing that peculiar song of 
virgins : thereuppon allao widows buried all carnall louo 
with their first husbands, and denoted themselues and that 
they had to loue Christ onelie : Children forsooke their 
camall parents to imitate Christ goda onelie eonne : they 
left their temporall possessions, to linde an eternal! inherit- 
ance ; others solde them and gaue them away to their 1 
maisters poore seruaQta, and became of rich by birth 
volnntarilio poore, to roceiue them with farre exceeding 
gnjne in their rich contrie : nay more, not their goods 
onelie, but themselues also they renounced ioyfuUie, sub- I 
iecting their wills to others, and obeying them as parents, 
for hia loue, that being anpreme lorde, became subieot to 
earthlie paienta, and tempomll authoritie for them: 
humbling themselues so for him to be exalted incom- 2 
paraLlie better with him : Tliey refused no paynes, 
knowing their future rest should be proportionablie 
farre excelling. They wore well content to be esteemed 
fooles of the worldes wisards, to be belyed for following E 
y eternall truth, remembeiing their reward should be 
therefore exceeding. They hungred and thii-atod for 
vertuea and righteouanea sake, being assured on their 
faithfuU lordes worde, that they should be more bappilie S 
filled. They mourned heere receyning no worldlie com- 
forte, that they might be withoute measure comforted in 
endlease blisse. They barred their eyes and eares, ex- 
temall and internall aenses, front foule or defiling obiects, ', 
to keepe their hai't cleane, thereby to become pure glaasea 
to receyue the surpassing light and sight of god. Others 
did mightie works of mercje, feeding the hungrie, clothing 
the naked, teaching the ignorant, comforting the afflicted, J 
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WHY COD IIATU PllOUlDED SAINTES.] 

and others of like charitable sorte, to procure themaeluea 
abundant mercie with the Allmightie. Others gaue largelie 
to the aduauciog of Christs honour, to eette forth his 
i worship, in building Churches, religious hoiiBes, and tho 
like, to be repayed with gainful! interest in the land oE tlia 
liuing. Id this manner they defeated theeues from preying 
on their substance, preuented fortunes manifolde iciuries, 
8 they preserued their beauties, strength and bodies from 
endles corruption, bestowing them, on him that could and 
would repaire them by glorious imuior tali tie, far better 
than he had first made them by naturall benignitie. / Thus 

12 did they preuent all feare of losse of any thing, when they 
Bolde them to the author of all things ; for hauing deliuered 
that they had to Christ, their vnderatanding, to know him, 
their will, to loue him, their luemorie to thicke of him, 

16 their strength to serue him, their eyes to weepe and looke 
after him, their eares to harken his commandements and 
teachings, their tongue to speake and sing his praises, their 
goods to releeue his pouertie in his members and friends, 

20 what needed they to feare robbing, hauing left themseluea 
nothing; or losse of beautie, health and the like, bauiug 
resigned them allreadio to him, that can onelie securelie 
keepe them, either to our longer vse and benefit heere, or 

24 to our etei'nall and happie payment for them in his king- 
dome. Such were all saintes, and such these of our contrie, 
whose memorable acts Cod hath preserued for oui instruc- 
ti»n in true christian loue, and incouraging towards such 

28 perfection, so much the more forceiblie moouing, in that they 
baue moste beene bredd in this land, where we our selues 
haue beene boi-ne, walked on this earth, on which we walke, 
filled this aycr which we di-aw with their renowned fame, 

33 sanctified it with their holie acts, blessed it with their 
merits, magnified it with their miracles, and eui'iched it 
with their sacred bones and bodies: More potent also are 
they for their sex and number, who the weaker they were 

36 by nature, so much more admii-able to excell the perfecter 
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Bex by grace ; And whereaa by kiude they were more 
volike to attempt so lieroicall workes, so much the moro 
glorious 13 it, so many to hauo porformod them. But 
gods grace maketh litlo difference of sexe ; whereEore 4 
I may wish with S! Hiekou, commending the like yertue 
of Ladies of Rome in his dayea, Pacla, EusTocmuM, and 
Elksilla, the religious mother, and two daughters, one a, 
virgin, the last a wife, saying ; / would to god men vmuld ,8 
imitiiU die laudable lives of women, and that tcrinMed olda 
age, would bestow what youth kath vahmtarilie offered vnio 
god:! -^7 these now may we playnlie see 

the power of Christian vertue, the might of grace, the J2 
force of faith, when the weakest portions of nature by 
them are so inabled, to strong if not strange enterprises : 
that lience the slouth and pride of the perfecter sex may 
be more confounded, being so outgone by their inferiors, 16 
and the weaker also mr»y be more emboldened and com- 
forted ia Christ, seeing their infirmitie made so potent by 
him, aboue sondrie by nature superiour : and that hence, 
nil miiy humble themselues to him, who by the least can 20 
oneroome the greater, and abase the mightiest far vnJer 
the weakest. / Embrace we their examples, sorrow we at 
our farre distance, and sighs we in parte after their resem- 
blanca Their feruour inflame vs, their constaucie confirme 2t 
va, their perseuerance crowne vs, which their suffrage 
obtayne vs, / 



UeUnl tl 



2 Wliy (As Sainles of Scotlwnd and Ireland, a/re numbered 

h&erafl&f amongst f/ie SainCes qf England. / 2.S 

None may meruaUe, why in tlie lyues following both 
saintcs of Scotland and Ireland are numbered amongst 
English saintes ; For first Scotland is part of this lie, and 
in-deede in the time of the Saxons, the cheefe or best part 32 
thereof belonged to the kings of Noi-thumberland. And 



WHT TOE SAINTES OP SCOTLAND AND IBELAND AT.E AJIONCST 
TIIE SAINTES OF ENGLAND.] 

dIso Ireland, hath this foure hunderd yeares, belonged 
to the CTOvme of JEngland, as conquered by Henrie the 
aecood, with leftue giuen him thereto by the Pope. But 
4 especiallie for that in the Saxons time, that ia, the yeare 
664: as venerahle Bkde recordeth in his Ecclesiasticall ii:a 
historie, there was such triendyhip, sociotie, and familiaiity 
hetweene the Religious of that contrie & Enghmd, that 
8 gentlemen and othei-s in greate aboundnnce went tliither 
to learne both religious life and good letters, all whome 
thay entertayned, maynteined, and taught mosite liberallie ; 
of which was that famous man Egbebt, and sondrie others, 

12 who what they had there industriouslie gotten, either vertue 
or learning, they retouroing home imparted it on their con- 
trie. Againe for that 8! Modwekne whose life you haiio 
with others after, being an Irishe virgin, yet lined mosle of 

16 her life in England, and founded sondrie monasteries of 
holie Til-gins in this land, at last bequeathing hir bodie to 
England, althoughe dying in Ireland ; and againe if mo 
reaf^ons were requisite, for that ST Patbeke tho Apostle 

20 of Ireland, was boroe in this lie and Kingdoms of 
England. / 



Bieatae the Hues fullowing principaUie concerns Virgins ofvireinB 

and inidoKet, I thought good to putt aoinewhat downe out ft widDws, 

24 ?/" ancient fathers qf t/ieiT excelltncie and manners. / w*™q 
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3, 0/ the dignitie of VirginiCie out qf SI Cyprian Bishop 
and ifartyr, ahoue fonrleene hundred jeorea since, in 
his hoole, of the discipline and attire qf Yirgins. / 

23 'Virginnea {sayeth be) are the floure of the Churches ICup. i.j 
secde, the honor and ornament of apirituall grace, the 
moste towardlio impes, the intire and incorrupt worke of 
praise and honor, the image of God, resembling our 

32 lordes holinea (who was a virgin) and the moste worthie 

portion of Christ > £ocbe : By (hem and in them dooth the [i i.airiete.) 



[some NuTLS liKFOIlE THE LIUES: 

glorious rertilitie of our mother tlie Chui-cli greatlie reioyce, 
and aboundantlta flourisli : dud howe much the more m 
mimber virgias augment and multiplie, so much the moi'e 
diwth our mothers comfort increase.' 

And in the end after mauy iostructions touching their 
manners (whereof some we wjll add vnderneatb) he 
coueludeth with singular commendation of virginitie 
and earnest exhortation to vli'gins, to keepe caref ullie, 
their higbe place to the end, saying, 
' The way to life is fitraight and narrow, and the path to 
glorie hard and difficult ; By this do the martyrs walke, by 
this virgins and all iust persons. Beware the wide wayes, ■ 
for there are dendlie allurements, and mort^II pleasures. 
There dooth the dinell flatter to deeeyue, amiles on you to 
hurt you, allui-es you to kill you, llie hundred folde 
increase of the good seede which oiu- Sauiour mentioned, 1 
is the fruite of martyrs, the second which ia sixty folde, is 
the fruite of virgins : and as the martyrs haue no cogitation 
of fleehlie things nor the worlde, so in you must there be 
none : for whose reward in glorie is nest to theirs, let '. 
your vertue of patience he likewise next. The ascend- 
ing to gi'eate things is not easie : for what payn is it, 
how must we sweate, before we can climwie to the toppe of 
a bill! Much more Laue we to labour and sweate to ! 
ascend into heauen. If you consider the reward promised, 
the payne is litle wherewith it is gotten. For immortalitie 
is giiien to him or her that perseuei'eth to tlie end, perpe- 
tuail life is promised, a kingdome is by our !Lord assuicd. ; 
Keepe virgius, keepe safe I pray jou, that which you haue 
begunne, that which you ore to he in tyme. A greate 
reward is kept for you, a migblie price for vertue, the 
highest payment for chastitie. Will you vnderstand what ; 
enilla continencie wanteth, and what commodities it con- 
teyneth : / mil multiplie (sayd God to the woman) thy 
iiriafea and aorroicea, with greats paine eJiall thov. leare thy 
c/iildrtn, iJiou alialt be conv&ietl lo lliy husband, and he shaU { 



OF THE DICNJTIE OF YIRGINITIE, OUT OF CYPRIAN.] 

he thy lorJe. Yoq virgins are free from this sentence, you 
feare not the sorrowes and paynfult trauailes of mothers, 
yon Beetle not be nwfuU of the griefea sustayned in childe- 

1 bearing ; neither is a mortall man your maister, but your 
maister and head is Christ, as he ia of men also : you are 
now eqiiall with them in freodome. Againe our Lord 
sayd : The ddldren of thh world marrie and are viarried, ^^'^ 

i hut Uiey that sliall he partaker qf tiie next world and of the 
kajppie resv/rrection Jrom detUh, thall neither marrie nor be 
married, far they shall neuer dye being equall vnto Angelh 
and ddldren of that immoriaU geTieralion. That which 

I we are to be then, now you haue begunne to boe. You 
allreadie haue the glorie of the resmrection ; for you p.isse 
tlironghe this worlde, withoute being polluted of the 
worlds: You rfmayning chaste and virgina, you are pre- 

J sentlie equall vnto the Angels ; onelie see you continue 
your virginitie vnhurte, and as you haue hegunne mnnfulUe, 
so perseuer constantlie. Neitber lett your puritie eeeka 
the ornaments of apparrell, ebayues, or such materiall 

) iewclla. But lett it onely procure the ornamentes of 
manners and vertno. Lot it looke vp towards god onely 
and heauen, and the eyes being so well eleuated, let them, 
not delect or abase themselues so much as to desire or 

I: btfholde camnll, worldlie or earthlie things. The first 
commandement at the creation of the worldc, was to 
increase and multiplie ; but the second {at our regeneration 
by Christ) persuadeth contiuencie. "When the world was 

! rude and emptie, by fertilitie and generation multitude 
was procured : but the world being now replenished, tbey 
that can get chastitie and line single like Eiinuches, are 
BO Epirituully gelded for (he kingdome of heaueo. Neither 

1 doth our lord command this, but eshorteth vs thereto ; 
not laying on vs the yoke of necessitie, but profering it to 
our free will and liberfie. And whereas our Sauiour 
witnesaeth, that there ai-e diueree mansion-hoases and 
different places in his Fathers kingdome, and some best- ; 



[80 



; N0TE3 BEFORE THE LIUE3 : 



these best places are for you ; / For subduing the desires of 
the fleah, you shall haue the reward of thia greater grace. 
All by the sanctifieatiun of baptisme are admitted to a 
diuine honour iiud calling, and made of the heauenlie 
contrie : there they putt of their olde man by the grace of 
the wholsome lauer, and being renewed with the holie 
ghoste by this new natiuitie, are cleansed from the filth of 
their olde vncleannesse ; But to you there commeth 
greater sanctitio and veritie by your regeneration in bap- 
tisme ; for that you hauo no desire of carnall or corporall 
delightcs, but onelie what appertayneth to vertue and 
spirit, remayneth in you to be crowned. It is the voice 1 
of the Apostle, whome our Lord called the vessell of 
election, and whome he sent to preach the heauenlie com- 
mandementa, who sayeth : The firtl man is /rotn l/te earth, 
the second from liea^ten : like vnlo Mai ihal is from the 1 
earfJi are all t/uU are eartldie, and ItJee vnto him. that is 
from, heauen, are all tliat are heauenlie : and as loe haue 
carried tJte image qf him that is from the earth, so lett va 
Carrie the imaje of him t/iat is from heauen : and this E 
image dooth virginitie beare, integritie, holynes, and veritie 
Carrie : They also that are myndefuU of goda discipline, 
keeping righteousnes with religion, being stable in faith, 
humble in feare, stciute to all sufferance, milde to sustayue 2 
iniuriea, easie to shew mercie, and well agreeing in 
fraternall veritie ; all which things you good virgins ought 
to obserue, loue, and keepe, seing you attending on god 
and his soune Chi'ist, do goe before others farre (throughe 2 
yowT" gi'eater and better lotte) towards our Ijovd, vnto 
whome you haue dedicated your seines ; You that he elder 
in yeares teache and gouerne the yonger, and you that be 
inferiour to others in yeares serue and waite on them, and 3 
incite yo«f equallea ; prouoke each other by rautuall incite- 
ments, and with vertuoua emulation, puit forward to 
glorie : continue stoutlie, go forward spirituallie, and 
obtayne your crowne happilie : onelie I pray remember ve 3 



ToutniKo TiHGiss BEHAVIOUR, out of the same plach.] 

then, when virginitie in. you shall beginne to he glorifieil' / 
All l/iu S', Cjjprian. 



4. Tovcliing Virffins behauiour 
4 out of the game place. / 

After that he had in the beginning of his booke shewed 
how necessarie discipline (that is, ■watchfull custodie and 
gonemement of themselues) ia in all aortes of Christians, 
8 yoBg and ohle, to the end they may conserue vnto the ecd 
the puritie nnd bolynesse roceiiied in Eiiptisme ; then con- 
iierting his speech to Virgins, he declareth that they haue 
more oause thrin others of such eare, by how much more 

12 their glorie is greater amongst Christs seriianta than 
others. For whith respect also he protesteth that himself 
was more incited to write vnto them, to instrucb and 
aduise them, that thej who had dedicated themKelues vnto 

16 Christ, and bidding adieu to all camoll concupiscence, htid 
Towed themselues vnto god in bodie and mynde, may con- 
summate ifc pei'fect their worke ordayned to a greate 
reward, and that they may not studie now to decke them- 

20 selues, or please any other but their lord, of whome they 
expect the wages and payment for their virginitie: which 
was so renowned by gods angell in the Apocalypse, who 
sayd of them : Thete are those that neue.r were defiled vnlJi <^»='* 

24 women, for tliey eonlinued Vtrgvit : These are tliote that 
follow the lamb, wheregoeuer he goeth. Tie tike excellencia 
he Bheweth of women virgins tifter that. / 

fi. Touchimj llteir attire and crucif(/ing of bodilia 
28 delighls. / 

' Continencie and chastitie consisleth not in the onely [Cup. 
integritie of flosh, but alao in the modestie of attyring and 
decencie of dressing, that according to S'^ Paul, the woman 
32 vamoried be holie in bodie and spirit : Xhe Apostle 
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instruct-eth and saytli : The single j>eremi tldnixlh on tfie 
things pleasing our Lord, and liow he or site may he 
(icceplabls m gods sight : the married jjiai* thinketh of 
woridlie mailers, how he may please his v:i/e, hut the virgin 4 
or widoiB ftalh onely to thitike on our Lordes businesse, 
that the may be holie in hodie and sovle. A. virgin iniiat 
not onelie be go, but must also be knowne or deemed so of 
others ; BO that by her bebauiour uone maj baue cause to 8 
doubte cf her puritie. Let integtJtie of bodieprootie it self 
in all things, neither let apparrell defame the bodies riches. 
Why should she goe abrode trimme and tricked, as thoughe 
she had a husbaud or desired one I If thou bo a virgin, 12 
rather feare to please men, neither desire thyne owne perill, 
thou that keepest thy self for god. They y'^ haue no 
husband, whome wOl they seeme to please t Let them, 
continue pure not onelie in budie but in soule also. It is 16 
not lawful! for a, virgin to trimme herself to shew her 
heautie, or to glorie in her bodie, whereas they haue no 
greater combat to make than against their owne flesh, and 
their cbeefe strngling should be to subdue their bodie. 20 
S! Paul crieth out with a loude voice saying God forhid 
that I should glorie in any thing bui in the Crosee of Christ, 
by wkome the world is crucified vnto me and I to lite world : 
,] for sayeth he, t/iey lliat are of C/irist, crueife their Jlesh 2i 
■with the vices and desires thereof. Shall she then be 
founds in those delightea of the bodie, which she hath 
professed to renounce J If thou doost so, thou t 
thy self, to make shew of one thing, and yet i 
affect an other t in so doing thoa defilest thy self, who hast 
promised chastitie vndefiled. Crie {sayth our Lord to the 
Prophet Esay) AUJlesA is hay and all t/ie glorie thereof as 
the Jloure of t]ie feld : tlie liay or grasse wilhereth, and the '• 
Jlowefadeth, hut the word of our Lord lasteth for euer. It 
beseemeth no Christian much lease a virgin to accounte of 
the bodies beautie, honour or brauerie, onelie they should 
desire the worde of god, and embrace the good things that ; 
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continue for euer. Or if thou wilt glorie in flesh, it must 
be when it is afflicted or tormented in Christs confession, 
when a woman is found more strong and valiant than the noW, 

t men that torment her, when she endureth fire, crosses, 
sword, or beafltes to gett a crowue in heauen : those are 
precious iewells of the flesh, those the best ornaments of 
the bodie. 

) But there are some riche Virgins, who make shew thereof^ 
and contend that they may and must rse their goods. Let 
such know first, that she is rich, who is rich in god, that 
she is wealthie that is full of Christ, and that those are 

3 true goods wAich are spirituall, diuine, and heauenlie, which 
can bring th vnto god. But whatsoeuer is earthlie re- 
cejued of the worlde, and to abide oneKe with the worlde, 
must all be contemned as the worlde it self, which we haue 

6 renounced with all the pompes and pleasui'es thereof, when 
we came to Christ in Baptisme.. Well, thou art rich, and 
thinkest thou mayst vse that, which God hath giuen thee. 
Vse them in gods name, but on things not hurtful!, vse 

them to good vses, vse them where god is pleased and 
serued : Let the poore finde thee to be rich, let the needie 
feele thee to be wealthie, giue thy patrimonie to god, that 
thou mayest recetue it agayne with aboiindant benefitt, 

4 feede Christ therewith, that thou mayest caii'ie safelie the 
glorie of virginitie, and by the prayers of many intreate to 
attaiue vnto tliy lords rewardes. A greate patrimonie 
vnlesse it be well spent and on good vses, is a, great* 

8 temptation, so that by Lis inheritance, he must rather 
rede erne than augment his sinnes.' 



6. He reprooueilt Tirghia tltoi tcere present at mtvriaget. 



' Some Virgins are not ashamed to be at mariages, and in icap. lo.] 
33 that libcrtie of wanton speeches, to talke with them, to 
heai'e which is vndocent, to see what is dishonest, to speake 

FEMALB BAIN'TS, 
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and to be present anioDgst filthie talking and dnmien 
feasting, wherewith the fuell of lust is sett afire, the bride 
animated and much prouoked to suffer defiling, and the 
bridegroome to offer it. "What place is there in mariages 
for her, whose mjnde is not on moriago) Or can thei-e be 
any delight there to her, whose vowes and purposes are so 
diuerse 1 What ia seene there, what learnt, but wherewith 
a Virgin dooth much faiute from her purpose 1 When 
comming thither chaste, she departeth defiled, and albeit 
Ehe remajne in bodie and hart stille a virgin, yet by her 
eyes and eares and tongue hath she diminished what she 
had,'/ 

7. 0/ tlie majiers and demeanure qf Virgins more jiarlimdar 
out of S\ Ilierome, in his epistle to Bemetrias ^ a mosle 
noble Virgin, of Rome, who luming an husband prepared 
for her, refused to marrie, and to tlie good liking qf Iter ifij 
wioiAer ami grandmo&ier vowed virginitie : and reeeiuing 
the holie veile of virginitie at t/te Bishops hands, Uiied so 
wiiA otfiere, albeit in Iter owns house : S*. Hierome v>aa 
requested hy her mother and grandmother to instruct her, 
how s/ie should Hue according to her profession, which 
Ite doth in manner following, thoughe brieflie collected 



'First feeepe thy hart with all carefull cnstodie, against 
all euill aiiggestions, intruded by Satan ; and to that effect, 24 
often arme thy forehead, with the signe of the Crosse : that 
the slayer of the Aegyptiana, and their first hegotten, haue 
no power to hurte thine (that is, thy holie cogitations and 
purposes)../ After diligent guaid of thy cogitations, thou 28 
must take on thee the armour of fasting, and so sing with 
holie Dauid, / haue humbled my somSj in fasting ; and that : 
/ haue eaten as/ies as bread ; and that, wlmn Uiey were 
troublesome vnto me, I putt on liai/reloth../ Tet thou must 32 
be modei-ate therein ; for that thereby, often tender bodies 
» In Migne P.C. torn. 32, p. IIIG ft 
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S'^ niEBOMK.] 



are broken preaentlie, so tliat they beginne to be aicke, 
before they haue In.yd the foundation to holie life.. Cliuse 
men or mayd eeruants, not by their fayi-e faces, but by tlieir 

t faire and comelie manners. Let sourrill and wanton apench 
or behauiour, neuer be yermitted where thou art present ; to 
laugbe or to prouoke laughter, leaue to secular persons, 
grauitie best beseemetb tbee.. Other afiectiona and pertur- 

! bations, which as long as we Hue in this fraile bodie, we 
can not whollie cutt of, yet lett \s moderate them, and rule 
them with I'eason. It is an humane infii'mitie to be ongrie, 
but Eoone to end it, is the part of a, Christian.. Giue not to 

i the riche nor to kinsfolke, but to the poore : be he priest 
or kinsman to whome thou giuest, couKider in lijm nothing 
els but his pouertie,. From the time that thou wei-t con. 
eeerated rata perpetuall virginitie, thy goods are not thine, 

1 or rather they are thine, bicause they bane begunne to be 
Christs.. Let others biiild churches, erect migbtie pillers 
therein, and guild the heads of them, or with vaiioua 
worke of luory, siluer and precious stones garnish the 

) guilded Altars ; I doe not mislike nor reproue their worke, 
let euerie one abound in his sense ; but thou hast 
an other purpose, to clothe Christ in his poore members, to ' 
visite him in his eicke seruants, too feede him in his " 

t hungrie ones, to lodge him in the harboiirlesse, and t 
especiallie in the housholde of faith to feed ifie Monasteries 
qf Virgins, and to haue care of the seruants of god, and 
poore in spirit, who day and night waite on thy lord, who 

3 lyuing on earth imitate the conuersation of Angels, and 
tolke nothing but that appertayneth to the lauding of god : 
who hauing foode and clothing, will haue no more ; at leaate 
if they keepe their religious purpose. This haue I sayd 

2 to thee, as a riche and noble virgin; now to thee as a Virgin 
onelie will I ppeake, not considering what is without thee, 
but what is within thee. Besides the order of Fsalmes 
and prayers, which thou hast allwayes to recite, at the 

Q third, sixt, and ninths houre, at euening, midnight and , 

c_a 
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morning, appoints certftine hourea to thy eelf, i 
thou maist leame and reade the holie scriptures, not to 
the cloying, but to the delight and instruction of thy soule. 
Huue allso at hand allwayes wolle or fiax to spinne i 
yeame or thridd, or to winde vp what others haue spunne, 
or ouersee what others doe : and if thou be so diueislie 
occupied, no day will seeme loog ¥nto thee, thoughe it be the 
longest of all sommer: And doing thus thou shalt sauo thy S 
self and others ; thou shalt be a. mistresse of hoiie conuer- 
Bation, and shalt make the chastitie of many virgins thine 
owne gaine ; the scripture saying : The soule of the idle jiwr- 
son is eusr dedring one thhig or ol/ier: neither must you' 13 
cease from working, bicause (thankes be to god) thou 
needesb nothing, but therefore must you labour with others, 
that by occasion of working, you may thicke of nothing but 
what pleaseth god. And I will tell you in simplicitie, that 1 G 
albeit you had giuen all you haue to the poore ; yet nothing 
ia more precious to Christs sight, than what you make 
with your owne hnndea, either for your owne vse, or for 
example to the rest of the Virgins.'/ 20 

In the end he aduiseth her verie eamestUe to beware of 
heretiks venemoua doctrine, and for safetie against them, 
to adhere to the faith of the Bomaue Ohurche, and 
Apostolike chaier,/ 24 



8. 0/ Virgins lining in Monasteries tlie sayd S' Ilierome 
writeth to a Virgin tkns: li: 2 : ep: 0; 

'If any carpe thee for that thou art a Christian and a 
Virgin, care not : if they speake hardlie of thee for that 28 
thou hast left thy mother to goe Hue in a monaalerie with 
Virgins, be not grieued ; for such detraction ia thy com- 
mendation ; when straite life ia roproued in a mayde of 
god, not wantonnes, that crueltie towards thy self ia true 32 
pietie.' 



OV VIKGINS LIOING IN MOHASTEBIES ST HJEBOME WBITETH ;] 

He also commendeth holie Mabcella, a fftmous Ladie of lib: s : 
EoME, both for nobilitie, learning and holyces, for that by Mutcdi 
her example, maoy monasteries of Virgins and monks were 
4 founded at Roue : bo that monaaticall profession, irhicti 
before-time had there beene of litle request, then began to 
be of greate reputation, and embraced of many. 

He commended to the forenamed rich virgin Demetrias, 

8 aa the especial! kinde of almea and charitie, to relieue the 

monafiteriea of Virgins, and other religions persons the ser- 

uants of god and poore in spirit, who day and night serue 

our Lord, and lyuing on earth imitate the Angells conuer- 

13 eation, who talke nothing but what belongeth to the praieB 
of god, who hauing foode and cloathing, esteeme them 
fieluea I'iche, and require nothing more : these be hia wordea 
of them, related before. 

16 He there also mentioneth, that there were women An- 
chorets, as men, who beside the religious women that lyued 
in monasteries, lytied alone in contemplation and penance ; 
of which two 80118 he eayeth much question was, which waa 

20 the moste perfect state of those two : which donbte he 
resolueth, saying : that the Anachoreticall was the moste 
perfect, yet witball moste dangerous, especialtie in women,/ 



9, 0/ widowes living in Monasteries in S'. Hieroms lime.j 

24 He rolat-eth in the Epitaph or life of holie Mabcella i 
widow, how she being a moste noble and vertuous ladie at 
Rome, and intei-teyning in her house ST Athasasiits and 
afterward Peter his successour bishops of A-Leiandeia 

28 driuen thence by the Arrian heretickes, and learning of 
them the manner of ST Antonim life then lyning, and the ( 
orders of the monasteries of Pachumius in Thrbais, ^ 
and the discipline of Virgins, and widows lining religious 

32 there, she began to practise the same manner of life, and 
was not ashamed, to professe that publtcklie, which she 
knew pleased Christ : Her example, SornKOsiA and others 
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followed : and whereas she was the first noble womnn that 
tooke on her monaaticall profession, yet afterward by her 
imitation, multitudes of noble personages, men and women, 
followed that profession, and it became glorious by her 4 
deuoute enterprise, which no greate person before durst 
take in hiind. At the same time when Ro^E was sacked 
and rifled, and the inhabitants putt to the aword, by the 
barbarous Gothes, her house also, albeit poore and out of S 
the Citlie was rigged by them, and she beaten to oonfesse 
what golde she had : when indeede her poore attire, might 
eaailie haue instructed them of her voluntarie pouertie. 
And whereas her vertue deaemed to be reserued aliue, 12 
when the Barbarians had brought her to S! Paules 
Church, there to be safe ; s}ie burst into greate ioy 
and thankes vnto god, that had preserued her disciple 
Principia a Virgin from the violence of the bai'barians 16 
defiling, and that that captiuitie and sacke had not made 
her poore, hut found her so voluntarilie become poore before, 
that she then wanted daylio foode, and yet being filled 
with Christ, did not feele or greeue at hunger./ jO 

10; At the same time alinoste, her friend and fellow for 
nobilitie and vertue Paula, a rare widdowe, left Kome, 
her greate friends & children, went into Palestine, 8T 
HiEROME being her companion and guide, and after she 24 
had religiouslie visited and adored all the holie places of 
fame in all that contrie, whore our Sauiour had Ijued, and 
his olde Prophets, and new Apostles : after that when she 
bad visited all the Armies of monks in .iEqipt, seene the 28 
moste famous Confessours of them, the Macarij, Arsenij, 
Sekapions, Isodorus, and others of greate renownefor that 
holie profession, and had cast her self at their feete for 
their blessing, had beheld their cellos, and liberallie be- 32 
stowed on them, she retourned to Hierusalem ; where 
hauing curiouslie and deuoutlie visited and adored all the 
wortbie places there, she went to Bethleem, where our 
Sauiour was borne so poore, and where she settled herself j 36 




building lodgings to entertayne pilgri 

where her Lord coulJe finde no lodging fitt for man, when 

he came in to thia worlds : There ehe erected allso two 

i m.onasteries, one for men, which ST Hieeom di<l gouerne, 
the other for herself and a. nnmher of Virgins, which ehe 
bad gathered together in one Hpirite and purpose to waite 
on Christ, which her self did rule : whose vertue in part 

8 I thought good brieflie to sett downe, as also the order of 

her monasterie, out of the same Father S? Hiebou, in her 

life : He first calleth god to witnesse, that he addeth or 

amplifieth nothing, as praysera vse commonlie, but that he 

X2 diminieheth rather, the greatnea of her vertue, it seemeth 



'Her humilitie was such, that being'amongst multitudes e 
of virgina with her, both in apparrell, speeche, and gate, ^ 

16 she seemed the basest and lowest of all; so that if you 
had not knowen her, you would haue deemed her the least 
and lowest, not the cheefe : From the death of ber husband, 
she would neiier eate with men, thoughe he were an holia 

20 man or bishop : Her bed was the hard grounde, with a 
litle baire-cloth vnder her, wherewithall night by night 
she powred oute aboundance of teares, wherewitb she bo- 
wayled small faltes as thoughe she had becne guiltie of 

24 greats erimoa : And I reproouing her, telling ber that she 
must keepe her eyes to reade holie bookeH, she answered ; 
'That face must be fyled with weeping, tliat against goda 
com man dement, hath often beene braued with paynting : 

28 the bodie that hath taken greato delighte, must be much 
afflicted : long laughing must bo punished with continuall 
wayling, soft liunen and precious silke garments must be 
reoompeneed with roughe haire-cloth ' : None was more milde 

32 and courteous than sbee ; her chaslitie was such that slan- 
derous tongues could finde no matter of calumniation in 
her : onelie her liberalitie to the poore passed ; in so much 
that she would borrow at vsurie, that she might denie noue 

3G that needed or asked ; And when I would (god forgiiie mo) 




24 
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falte with her therefore, telKng her that she 



£nde BH 

Bhould eo releeue other, that she oppressed not her self ; 
she with few wordea answered, ' God is my witoes, I doe it 
onelie for Lis sake, and this is my desire and wishe, tiiat I 
roaj dye a begger, and not leaue my daughter one pennie 
of monnye, and that I may for poaertie be shrowded iu a 
sheete of an other bodies': adding withall ; 'If I asks 
euerie one, at leaste many will giue me, but if Igiue not to 
these poore soutee, and they dye in their necessitie, of 
whome shall their life be required 1 ' And thus ferueat in 
faith, and whollie vnited vnto Christ in pouertie of spirite, 
she bejitowcd all he Lad giuen her on him, obtayuing her 1 
desire, that is to dye indebted : yet her daughter trusteth 
in C'hiist, in lime to ouercomo it.. And whereas no Saints 
want enuious enemies, as our Sauioiw had store, and I 
wi&hed her to depart thence for a time, she answered ; ' Too 1 
say well, if Safan, did not fight against gods seruants 
euerie-where, and did not ariue first at euerie place, whether 
good folkes shall file. Neither will the lone of these hoUe 
places permitt me to leaue them, neither ean I fijide 2 
Bethleem other-whcre : why rather shall not I conquer 
enuie with patience, pi-ide with huinilitie, and to him, that 
will stiike me on one eare, tourne the other; ouei-coming 
(as the Apostle teacheth) euill with good' ; And so with 2 
diuerse peotenees of scri|itiire would she teache and exhort 
herself, how god tempteth and trieth hisseruants lone, by 
permitting such aduersariea, and how the iniurie of the 
outward man, ia the healing of the inward man and S 
Hpiiit. / 4c.'/ 
Thf onier or Touching the oiMler of her monasterie it was tlius : 
teriu. ' She hauing (fathered many vireitifi in one, of the best, 

csp.K] meane, and lowest sorte out of diuerse prouiuces, destri- i 
buted them into three eompanies : yet so that albeit they 
wrought and did eate apart, yet at prayers and psa'modia 
they all mett : After Alkhiia was cried or song alonde, 
which was the signe to call them together, none might sitt 3 



etill, but awfty they mnst come presentlie, and they that 
were neerest and came first stuyed for the rest, and her 
self would commonlie be fii'st ; that so by her example and 

i for sbame, she might prouoke others to be dilligent, not 
by feare. In the morniDg, at the third houre, KJsit, niiithe, 
euen and midBiglit, they sang in order the psalter ; neither 
was it lawfuU for any of the sisters, to be ignorant of the 

J paalmes, or to passe any day without learning some tiling 
of the Jiolie scriptures. On the Sunday onelie did they goo 
forth to the CLurch, aboute which they all dwelt ; and tLen 
did eiierie companie follow their owne mother or guardian : 

! In liie manner they retourned : That donne, they applied 
their appointed worke dilligentlie, which was, to make 
either Ihemselues or others, garments and cloathing. If 
she were of nobilitie, sho was not permitted to haue for 

; companion of her owne and olde acquaintance, leste remem- 
bering her olde actions, she might renew talke and couceite 
of her childish and former follie passed in the worlde : 
Their appajrell was all alike ; They vsed linnen onelie to 

I wipe their handes : they were so harred from companie of 
men, that Eur.uchs could not haue accesse to them ; and 
this was, least bad tongues should haue any occasion of 
baekbyting, whose delight is, doing ill themselnea, to bite 

: vertiious persons : If any were slow in comming to prayeri 
or at her worke, Paula their gouemcsse amended them 
diuerslie: if the mayd were choUericke, she would with 
f^e and milde speach allure her to doe better: if she 

; were patient she would reproueher; None might possesse 
any thing prinate beside their meate and apparrelh If any 
iarred betweene themsclues, she would with gentle speach 
make them friends ; the wanton or kicking llesh of yong 

I maydes, she would represse with often or double fastings ; 
choosing rather that they Bhowld feele their stomacke 
ake, than their mynde. If any did tidmme hei-self some- 
what curioualie, with bended browes, and sower lookea, 

; she would rebuke Lcr, saying withallj 'the featnesee and 
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fineneBsa of the bodie or attire, is tlie fouliiig, and defiling 
of the Goule ' : she taught them farther, that a foule or 
wanton werde, might neuer issue out of a virgins mouth, 
for that b^ such eignes, a leacherons mynde is diacouered ; 4 
and by the exteriour shape, the inward man is shewed. If 
any were too talbstiue, and delighted to brnule or quarrell 
with her fellowes ; if being admonished againe and agiiine, 
ehe would not amend, she putt her last and behinde all the S 
rest, and made her pray without the dore of the Oratorie, 
neither let her feede with others, but apart to eate by her- 
self, that whome chyding would not helpe, shame and con- 
fusion might. She was memiLiloua carefiill and officious 12 
aboute her aicke sisters, proniding plontifullio whatsoeuer 
they needed ; moreoucr would make them eate flesh, but to 
her self being eicke, she was still rigorous, hardlie admitting 
a litle wine, with her water-meatea.' 16 



11. Of Ifte excelkncie of trite teiddowed and of true ictdotces 
conuerealion. 

Saint Pauls to holie Timothie Bishop of EPHesue 
writing, willeth him to honour those that be true widowes, 20 
of whome after he addeth this comfortable speeche. Ske 
that is a true vnddow and desolate let her trust in God, and 
persist in prayer and obsecrations to him, day and nighte. 
Oa this place S^ Chbvsostome writeth thus; Slie tJiat 24 
whollie eastelh of, secular life, and doot/i persist in tmddowed 
is a true widdow, lelio trustelh in God as is meets, and day 
and night is eamestlie attendhig on prayer and calling vpon 
God: And somewhat before he sayeth; Bicwuse to be 28 
vnthoute a hvebtmd is counted a reproch^vU thing to many, 
therefore is the Bishop willed by the Apostle, to reuerence 
and ftonour her tiie 'more, as also for her iocrthitjesse, that is 
for deaeming praise for her chaetitie, by accompanying it 32 
with soiidriu other vertucs : as by lyuing withoute quarrella 



OF THE EXCELLENC'IE OF TRUE WIDDOWKD.] 

with Others, by continuall occupation in godlie husiaesse, .j^ij. 
by attending still on god himself : Of them also the same f^^ 
Apostle sayd to the Cokynthians ; / say to Uiose t/ial ore i c. 
4 VTmiaried and widoweg, it is good for theni to cemiinve so as 
my id/dot : And againe : The vnrnarried woman and virgin 
thinkelk qf things belonging vnto God, that ake may be holit 
in hodie and spirit, but the married woman mindeth worldlie 
8 matterg, and how to please her husband: W7ier^ore tliia 
tingle state is best, and yieldeth oporttinitie to serue god 
vni/utule impediment, althougfie I enforce none Ihereloo, 
but t/iey l/ial /reelte doe choose t/iat euurse, doe heel. Of 

12 them (whome ST Hierome calleth tLe second degree of 
chastitie, as Sf Paulb also signifieth heere, ioyniiig them 
nest to virginii} two eiamplea recorded in the holie 
scripture, both confirmeth their worthinea and espreEseth 

16 their manner of life, by which they attayned to that es- 
eellencie ; The first is Iuihth, that famous widdow of tha J"'[ 
olde testament, by whome onelie god ouerthrew Holo- ^°J^ 
FEKNEs that proud and terrible captaine with all his 

20 AssYBiAN hoste : Her life is described thua in the booke of 
10DITH: Idditii being left widdow, made her self a secret '^^■ 
chamber or closet in the vpper part of her house, where 
with hor mayds she remayned shutt : on her bodie and 

24 loines she ware a sraocke of haire, and she fasted all the 
dayes of her life, escept the holio and featiuall dayea : she 
was verie beautifull and left verie riche, and verie famous 
ouerie-where, or that she feared god exceedinglie, in so 

28 much that none could nor did speake any euill of her : So 
the scripture ; / This woman was so strong in faith and 
courageous in spirit, that when mens hartee quailed, she 
was not amazed, nay animated them, being almoste in 

32 despayer ; That which none could imagine or hope for, that 
did she enterprise and bring to passe, being instructed and 
armed by god aboue nature and reason, exalted the true 
faith and worship of god, proued her chaste vertue to the 

36 sauegard of herself and her Cittie, yea and her whole 



[some ; 
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contrie ; cnJ to the prouocation of others to emuliite 
cbnstitie and holie lite. Of her aiiyeth SJ IIiekome to a 

N vertuous ladie aad widow called roBiA, inciting her to her 
more comfort in her like purpose : We reads (sayeth he) 
/u)W Tvdith watted wilh fasting, and vnkansome for Iter 
•mourning attire, in thai manner not to luttie bewailed lier 
hvshand dejm/rled, hut with that roughneg and austeritie qf 
bodie prejta/red her self against l!ie commiiig of her BpiritiioU 
husband : Her right hand do I beltolde with a sword in it, 
and all blovdie, killing and tahitig away tJie liead of 
Holof ernes, out of tfie midst <f her enemies: a woman 
vamquislieth mavy men, ehastitie m/wrderetli lust, and re- 1 
turning home she cJtangetk her appa/mU, casting of her late 
hrauerie, a/nd takelh lo ker, her conqTtering course, and simple 
vteede againe, which were rnore pure and precious, Hum all 
the decking of the worlds, j Thus ST HiERoa ; ] 

The second famous widdow renowned by the Gospell was 
Anna the Prophetesse, the daughter of Phanoel of the 
trihe of Aseb : who after that ehe had beene a. wife seuea 
yeares from her virginitie become a widdow, and bo re- S 
mayned eightie and fower yeares : who neuer went iron 
the Church, but day and night by fasting and prayer serued 
god ; She for this vertue, desemr d to meete the Sauiour of 
the worlde being presented in tho Temple, confessing him £ 
openlie, whome few ells knew ; and so became a prophet of 
Christ then an infant ; and by that her chaste and 
religious life deserued her name Asna, w/ii'ch signifieth 
'spii'ituall grace,' and to be the daughter of Phanueli,, 2 
which signifieth ' the face of god,' and to he numbered of 
the ti'ibe of Asee, which signifieth 'rich and blessed,' as 
St Kiekome writeth in the place afore^ayd. / And as true 
widdowed before declared is of rare dignitie and power, 3 
as hath beene shewed, so false widdowed, that is, which 
liueth BO more freelie to take her pleasure and to follow 
the worlde, is likewise more dishonorable : wherefore the 

.: Apostle in the place first alledged sayeth: The widdow 3 
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which Uv£th in delightes, liuing s's dead : tliat is, she is 
vtiide o£ spirituall life, and liuelie workes of grace, destitute 
of gods quickening presence and fauour ; / Wherefore the 
J: Apostle did cliHsten Lis bodie, and bring it into subjection, 
least sauing others, him self might become a reprobate, 
and giuing bis beiiste the reynes, he might caiTie hia rider 
hedlong to perdition: For this cause the two famous 
S widJowea luDiTn and An-ne beforesayd, putt their bodies 
to paynfull exercises, and did not cherish them with carnall 
comfottea : 1'hey shunned worldly companie, and ahutt 
them selues vp, either by aolitarie abode at home, or much 

12 conuersing with god at the Temple; auojdJng externall 
Bocietie, to be internall secret with their lord : talking to 
him by prayer, or listening to hia talke, by holie reading 
and secret inspiration. Thus they became familiar with 

Ifi god, honorable to good and greate men, potent in spirit, 
mightio JD faith, moste gratefuU to their lorde, and 
greatlie able to benelit others. Such were Marcella and 
Paula Romane widdowes, o£ whome you haue heard greate 

20 things, and such were these holie widdows whose liues 
follow together with virgins./ 

They all pray for ts, that we may ohtaine part of that 
their pure spirite, that their holie purpose may incense 

24 others to follow their steppes, that we may euer enioy their 
happie companie in heauen. 



' 
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THE LIVES 



i 



Of the hostb famous women satnts which baue beene 
wiTnitf THE Iles of England and Ireland out of 
THK BEST AuTBona. i 

T/ie life qf holie Helena JSutlier to Consiantine the ijreale 

and fret CfiritCian A'mperour 
Out <^ Sanmiue^ ; she died about t/ie yeare of our Lord 326: 

ConSfltntftld Cloeud a famous Captaine of the Komanes 8 

being sent into Dbitan*n'ie (now England) in the time 
of AuKELiAN the Emperour to compose and oi-der some 
troubles then raised in this Prouince, being intertayned 
there with his Arraie by Prince CoELua, who had one onelic 13 
daughter named Helena, a beautiful! Ladie and well 
nurtured, he tooke auuh liking to this yong damaell that he 
vouchsafed her for his wife ; and on her he begott Con- 
ETANTiNE, the first founder of Christian peace aoii libertie 16 
vniuersallie, the builder and enricher of ChurcheB throughe 
the worlde. CoNSTANTioa her husband being afterward 
O^SAE and Emperour, Masiuianus Heuccileus ami Diocle- 
tian giuing vp the Empire vnto har husband CoNSTAKTioa 20 
and Maxiuianus-Galebios, he being made EmperoiM- of the 
West, GALEBiuaof theEaKt ; Herculius caused him toputte 
away Helena by letter of diuorce, as thoughe she were 
base and vnworthie of so greate a prince, being no Komane, 04 
but an externa and a Barbarian, by nation and the 
Bomanes estimation ; and that donne, he gaue him to wife 
Theodora his daughter in law, by whome he had many 
EonneB and daughters. N^otwithntanding all these children, 28 
Conbtantinus his onelie sonne by Helena, being a hraue 
prince euerie way liked him best; so that dying at Torkb 
iu Bbitaknie, and Constantinds being come to him before 



1 See BuDUitu, Amial. Eccl, 
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Lis death he gn.ue him the Einperiall Ensigni 
the Romano hoste to elect and proelayme him 
He wfta then thirtie yeares of age and somewhat more, and vpn 
i flJlbeit he was a greats fauourer and friend of Christiana 
then, imitating his fathers vertue therein, and his mothers 
pietie, of whome he was instructed id the faith, yet he 
lyned a good while after the Gentilla nianDer of super- 
8 Btitioo, sacrifyciug to the gods ; and after many Edicts, 
and other benefits dornie ynto the Chi'letians, being a 
Cateehumene, or learner of the faith, by the space of 
sixteene yeares, tliroughe worldlie feare or fauonr of the 

12 Komanes, yielding ^iito them, the renewing of the Bolemne 

dinination by beastes bowells and sacrifices, God punished Go"' 
him, by permitting him to fall into crueltie against his H^^'^^'^. 
owne bowells ; that is, to kill hia eldest sonne Crispus, Jl^n™.h tS 

16 that was a moste excellent prince, and had beene Cjsar ^'''"'<»*^ 
some yeares, which he had by his first wife Mineruina ; 
and on false surmise that he would haue beene naught with 
his mother in law Fausta daughter to Heruuluus Em- 

20 perour, in hia rage he slew him ; Whereat hia mother Hdfnna 
Helena tooke such griefe, that she would not be com- 
forted : Whereuppon he after vnderstanding, thoughe too 
late, tliat Cbispus his sonne was innocent, and that it was 

24 rather Fausta his wifes false suggestion and accusation, for 
that she loued Ckispus, and would haue enioyed his like 
loue, but he would not detila hie fathers bed, for which 
refusall, she fayned her owne falto on the chaste yong 

28 prince ; wherefore he was so pittifuUie slayne : when I say 
Cos BT ANT IKE vnderstood this troth, he raging a-new, 
ftlthougbe more iuatlie against Fausta hia wife, he slew 
her : For appeasing of gods wrath against him self in this 

33 manner and other-wajea threatened, in the niceteenth 

yeare of liya reigne lie was baptized at EoiiE by Pope Cnnaton- 
Sii-oESTER, and eoone after, he with his mother Helena bi'ti'iuue^'"' 
were present in the Romane Councell holden by the sayd 

36 Pope, wherein diuerse heresies were condemned. The 
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lewes seeiog Christiaiiitie, to was daylie so in credit aboue 
humane expectation, that of them many conuerted vnto 
Christ, the rest disdayning thereat, vsing diuerse con- 
tumelies and iuiuries to their feUowea that had forsaken 
them, and presumptuouslie preferring their owne blyudues 
before Christian light, solicited the Emporour CoNaTANriNE 
and his mother from their faith, offorring to proue vnto 
them, by disputing the matter with the doctors of Chriat- 
ianitie that they were deluded, Thereuppon Hellena wt'th 
ber Bonne, willed them to come to Rome, the learnedest of 
them, where with Siluester, and other Bishops they might 
discusae the cause : They came they contended, and both 1 
by scriptures and miracles they were coufouoded, putt to 
nilence, and by publicke Edict forbidd to iniurie any wayea 
their fellow Hebrues conuerted, vnder paine of death. 
Afterward the holie Queone to giue gnd thanks, tor his 1 
greato benefits bestowed on her self, her sonne, and his 
glorious children, that were now Ceaars, and to obtaine Lis 
pei-petual! grace and fauour towards them, throughe 

- singular deuotion, albeit verie olde, yet as speedilie as if S 
she had beene verie yong, she went vnto the holie land : 

1- Where after that she had visited all places of religious 
fame and note verie curioualie, and had fullfiUed that saying 
of holie Dauid, We will adore in the place, viJierehigfoeteslood, 5 
according as she had beene by diuine vision and reuelation 
instructed, she seeketh out the holie Crosse of Christ, 
which by aduiae and connsell taken with the moste learned 
and vertuous Christiana and the moste skillfull of Iewes - 
Eabbines, she learnt to be neere the place, where oai' 
Lord was buried : for that it was an auncient vse, to 
burie the instruments of malefactors executed neere where 
the pai-ties therewith punished were buried. Digging i 
therefore aboute the Sepulcher, by helpe of her sonldiora 
and the Cittisens, at last they founde three Crosses, and 
three or foure nailea : but yet vncertaine wAich was the 
wbolsome Crosse, and which the theeues : God that had 1 
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iuepired the holie Frincesse to seeke it, Enggested also to 
her mynde how to trie it ; Wherefore she called for a dead 
bodie, whicli being brought her, they touched the corpa 

: with one first, then with an other, aod yet nothing was 
donne : but when the true Crosse touched the dead bodie, J 
life entred into it, and it rose vp aliue to the glorie of j; 
Christ and the admiration of a.11 the beholders ; And '^ 

1 forthwith it was reuerenced with due honowj' and placed in 
a Bumptuoua Ciiurch built by her in the place of our Lordes 
passion, which glittered with golden Altars, and guilded 
roofes ; the crosse being kept in a. secret holie place, which 

! the bishop of Hierusalem euerie yeare at Ester doth take 
forth, and propose it to the people to be adored ; But /> 
which is moste admirable, of that gi'eatest part remayning 
there (for some part was sent to her sonne to Constanti- 

; sople) faithfiill people that came on pilgrimage thither 
for deuotion, beseeching some peecos of the Bishop in 
reward of their long ioumie, and they being granted, by 
gods diuine power, it ia nothing diminished, and by a 

) perpetuati miracle daylie bo diminished, yet as it were 
growJDg againe, is indeed still repaired: It is dinided to 
allmoste innumerable receyuera of it daylie, yet still whole 
to those that adore it, and all this inconsumptible in- ' 

[ tegritie hath it by the bloud of that flesh, that dying on J 
it, yet did not corrupt. The nailea wherewith our Lord , 
Wft8 crucified, were thus disposed i Of one, Constantinb " 
had a bridle made him for hia more protection in the 

j warres against his enemies ; an other Helena putte into 
a riche golden diadome which she sent to Constantink 
also : The third the pittifuU Ladie cast into the Adria- 
ticke eea, when she retourned out of the East : For 

J knowing how innmnerable people, had beeue di-owned, 
throughe greate rage and trouble of tliose seaa ; she 
pittying mens destruction, and trusting in our Lords 
mercie that thereby the furie of those waters would quaile, 

; she commanded one to be putte into it, and therevpon that 

7EMAI.E SAINTS. D 
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Kpa became moste calme and quiet. Whoreuppon vnto 
this day (snyeth ST Gregorie of Tours) the seamen doe 
reuerence that sea as sanctified, and when they enter into 
it, they therefore fast and pray and laude our Lord. 
Beside the foreaayd deuonte workes donne at HiERuaALEM, 
hI> "lira the holie Empresse built other goodlie churches worthie of 
L t by ler. j^^^, estate, as at the mp.nger and denne of our Lords 
natiuitie at Bethleem a magnificent Church couered with 
golde and siluer : an other at the Sepuleher of our Sauiour, 
the fourth in the honour of the holie CrosKe, the fiit in 
the denne where our Sauiour consecrated hia Apostles and 
disciples with the secret mysteries : the sixt in the toppe 
of Mounte Oliuett, where our lord ascended into heauen, 
and where his footesteps remayned visible to all men, 
and not to be defaced or couered ; but whatsoeuer was 
Tills hntti s? layed thereon, pauement or els, it was presentlie cast of 
PiHital'^' ^y diuine and inuisible power, and from thence vpward 
l"uerua. vnto heauen, directlie as our Sauiour ascended, the church 
Ciould not be couered by any roofe or ornament, but it 
would still be dissolued, and the way of our Lords 
Ascention euermore be open. No lesse singular declara- 
tion of her religious mynde, did she shew at IIiErusalem, 
HarhujiiiiiB to the lyuing Temples of Christ, to weete to the holie 
taiiie'irfrgfnB° virgins consecrated vnto god : whome she inuited to dinner 
and did so deuoutlie intertaine, that she thought it an 
vnworthie thing, to vse her mayds sevuices to waite on 
them, but she herself being girded like a wayting mayd, 
with her owne handes serued them their meate and their 
drinke, and powred them water to wash their handea : so 
did the Queene of the worlde and mother of the Emperour 
make her self a seruant and handmuyd of the handmaides 
HMoUier °^ Christ. After this, she visited other places of the 
lomiesand Easte mth Princelie munificence, bestowing infinite gifts 
workca ; qq Citties as she past and persons that came vnto her ; 
and on the militarie orders, as she went, she powred out 
her bouutifullnes with full hand : What she gaue to the 
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poore and needle, to the diairessed and desolate persons, 
can not be numbered. For to some she gaue greate store 
of monnyo, to others apparrell in greate pleotie ; some she 
4 sett out of prison and fetters ; others sho let free from 
their miserable moyling and digging in the mines ; many 
oppressed by fraude, and iniuried she deliuered ; and many 
that were exiled, graciouslie she vouchRafed to call home, 
8 to their beloued contrie. And allthoiiglie she was thas 
noblie beneficiall to men, nenorthelesse was she studious 
of religions pietie towai-ds god ; For what Clmrch soeuer 
8he entred into, albeit in litle townes, she eniiched it with 

12 braue furnitures, or with other liberalitie she proued to 
them her henignitie. Neither did she omitt to conuerse 
often with the common sort and multitude, to the end that 
by all Borte of yortuous offices and godlie duties of life, 

16 she might make knowue her true deuotion, and woi'ship 
towards god. In this ioumie and pilgi'image did oup 
holie Helene, leaue a noble monumect of her pietie at 
Deepanum in Bithinia, for her religion to S' Ldcian there 

20 latelie martyred, whose body being afterward cast into the 
sea, delphins did on their baekes, bring it to the shore : 
the fresh fame of which miracle, and the martyr then 
sounding all-aboute, she mueh deuoted towards holie 

24 mn.rtyrs, vnderstanding his bodie to be but baselie buried, 
built him a uoste sumptuous Church, and moreouer iu- 
larged the towne, and made it a Cittie ; fencing it with 
strong walls, and calling the inhabitants thereabouts to 

28 come and dwell there : Whereuppon it tooke a new name, 
and was thenceforth called Helenopolis. And that which 
fardei'ed much her princelie mynde and munificent pietie, 
her aonne Constantine gaue her leaue, to vse his treasure 

32 as she thought good, and to dispense it to her good lyking, 
thereby to make her more renowned and admirable. Wlien 
she was come hacke to Eome, the part of the holie Crosse 
which she brought with her from Hieeusalem, with the 

36 title of the same Croase, whereon was written by Pilate; 
D 2 
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Jesus of Nazareth Kinq op the Iewes; one of tlie 
nailes, witli other reliqiies, elie pliiced religiouilie in the 
Church called of her name Hehn, otherwise of Ilolie 
Crnase in Ilieruaa'ein.^ She being fowre score yearea olJe, 
and feeling her end to approche, she made her will giuing 
to her deere sonne and her nephews what she had, and 
giuing him, being then still attendant on her, and holding 
her by the hand, many good exhortations to lyue reli- 
giouslie, after all she blessed him, and so departed this 
life, to line with the Angells and god in heauen for euer, 
and her bodie was buried at Roue,/ 



Tfie liistorie and warlyrdonie of S'. Vrauln and her fellow \2 
Virgins gaOiered motte exactlie and briejtie by Hbr- 
UANMUS I'lies Doctor of Divinitie and Deane of 
S", Cuniberl, and Canon qf tfie holie Virgins in Co/en, 
in our aye: Tltey suffered aloul llie i/ere of our 16 
LoTde 449; 

ClQltlCIt the Romane Empire did much decline and allmoste 
fall, what throughe the tyrannie of Piinces possessing it, 
and barbarians breaking in on euerie side, and what 20 
throughe the defection of many good Christians, that 
pulled their neckes ont of the yoke of that hard seruitade, 
at the same time the Brittans in like sort were con- 
tinuallie vexed and wasted by the fierce iacursions of the 24 
PiCTES and Scottes. And albeit the Romane power there 
did often vanquish and putt to flight those hostile forces, 
and so defended the prouince some-while; notwithstanding 
whereas the Romane forces did daylie diminishe, and 28 
became weaker, and the Romane Legion which was sent to 
help the Biittans loft the land, dyuerse of the Brittish 
Dobilitie accompanying them, amongst whome was 
OoNAKUB of good stocke and reputation in hia nation ; who 32 
passing the seas landed in Abuobica of France now called 
' The namo of the charcli was "Jenisalcni"; cf. Birou, a. 324, cvf. 



Ebittanib, and began to setle tliemselues there, and to 
erect a, kingilome. Hereupon the poore Brittana re- 
mayning at home, bocomming whollie destitute of all iiyj 
; against those PiCTiSH aduersaries, they were enforced to 
hire the ^nqlbs and Saxons barbarous people also to come 
and defend them and their contrie. As these matters were 
thus io doiog or not long before, Conanus that was by 
! the captaitie of the legion made eheefe or gouernpur of 
that new kingdome of French Brittanie, seudeth Embas- 
sadors into greate Ebittanie vnto Dionothb ting, 
requesting him to grante liim his daughter VBStiLA to v 
i wife and fellow in his kingdome, and to the rest of his " 
souldiors, other virgins in mariage : for it was thought 
that this new kingdome would not be stable and firme for 
long continuance, vnlesse they had wiues of their owue 
5 nation./ DiONCiTHK as yet lining wRa a man of greate 
name and authoritie, and from Lie infancie a christian, as 
the other Biliitans were. His daughter Vrsula was like- 
wise a seruant of Uhrist, and beside so aSected vnto 
O chnstitie and the loue of virginitie, that to these maringes, 
albeit with a king, she was rather haled perforce than 
vojuntarilie assenting. Now were the EngUshe nation 
that had beene called hither for defence of the contrie, so 
4 delighted with the fertilitie of the land, that bi-eaking' 
their league and friendship with the Brittans vndep 
pretence of defalte of their stipends and pension not payed, 
and ioyning handes with the Pictes, with vnited forces, 
8 they runne, as Bede ailii-meth, on publike and priuate 
buildings, mining all ; Tiie priostes were slaine euerie- i 
where at the Altar, the bishops with their people were * 
liewed in peeees, and burnt withoute all distinction or 
i2 respect of their dignitie and honour, neither was there 
any to be found e that would burie them so cluellie 
murdered. The Beittans being pressed with this slaughter, 
and witball preparing the dispatch and sending away of 
r6 this new epouBe, greate multitudes as well of Ecclesi- 
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8^ VnsULA AND HEK ELKUEN THOUSAND VIRGINS. 

aeticall men as lay men, seeking to Hie this calamitie, 
ioyned themselues in the iournie with this ladie and ber 
companie. Taking then the aea towards Aehorica, 
presectlie there ariseth a cruell tempest, that disperseth 4 
the Hauie : wherein others perishing by ahipwracke, the 
holie virgin Vhsula, with her eleuen thousand companions 
(reserued all for the crowne of martjrdome) after many 
perilla and long ranging ; in line by the Ehene they 8 
arriued at Colen AoRirriNA, which at that time waa 
beseeged or rather holden by the Hunnes, a barbarous 
nation, fleahlie and enemie to Christian i tie. These Husnes 
then beholding the excellent beautie and comlinesse of 12 
these women, as they themselues were moste prone to 
leacheroue lust, so did they incite these virgins to the 
like ; wooing them moste egerlie to haue their pleasures of 
them. But holie Vrsu la, no lesse glorious for the claritie 16 
of vertue and virginitie, than for hir nobilitie of birth, 
instructed all her companie with so sound admonitions of 
pietie and Chris tianilie, that they all chose conatantlie to 
sufier death, rather than with detriment of their faith and 20 
chaatitie, to yield veto the Barbarians flesMie desire. 
Thereat the Honnes, that could not stay in that place 
ong, moued with a greate rage, in barbarous cruell 
manner kill the whole companie. The Inhabitants of 24 
CoLEH, when the Barbarians were remooued thence, came 
oute, gathered vp the holie bodies, and religiouslie buried 
them in the places where they Buffered, doing them such 
honour, as was due to holie martyrs : For not long after 28 
in the places where many bodies lay together, they builded 
Churches, of which, that which is called the Church of the 
holie Virgins, they haue allwayes had it in such reuerence, 
that they neuer buried any other bodie there. In which 32 
pla<:e also, in the yeare of our Lord 922 : Herjtannus the 
lirat of that name Archbishop of Colen founded a Colledge 
of holie Virgins and of Canons, endowing it accordinglie, 

s increased that religious office and worship 36 
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by godlie zeale, bestowing no wnall riches and benefitts to 
the honour of god omnipotent and his holie virgins. 

The ground or eavth of that Church will receiue no 

i other bodae, no not the corps of yong infanta newlie 
baptized, but as it were vomiting them vp agr.ine in the 
night, they will be cast vp ahoue grounde, and not be 
conteyned within it, as hath often beene tried. / Biauop 

8 LmsAN. 



T/ie life nf holie Kp,yna Virgin ; wfw flourisJud about tlie 
yeare qf our Lord .- 490 : / 

^OUC Kkyna virgin was daughter to one Bbagqaxe a 
12 litle ting of the Brittans of Bbechnoch teiritorie. He J 

is sayd to haue had twelue aonnes and as many daughters, 
all of greate pietie: his eldest sonne was S! Cakoch, 
bis eldest daughter named Glade was mother to S! 

16 Cadoke, his second daughter was mother to Melakius, S' 
I1AUID3 father bishop of Meneuia : And our Kkyka, 
before she was borne, being in her mothers bellie, had her 
future holinesse foresignifiod : For her mother in a vision, 

20 beheld her wombe replenished with myrrhe and haulme, 
and her papps to shine with heauenlie light : moroouer 
she thought she brought forth a snow - white doue. 
This virgin when she was of yearea fitt for marriage, and 

2-i desired to wife of many, despised carnall bed, and con- 
secrated herself to our Lord by vow of p^rpetuall 
chastitie ; whereupon in their tongue she is called 
Keynwire, that ia ' Keyn the virgin.' / Afterward she 

28 leaning her Contrie, the more freelie to serue god remote 
from the worlde, she passed ouer the Sedebne, and came 
into a wood that was so infested with serpents, that man 
nor beaste before her, durst not enter into it for feare of 

32 death ; But she armed with greate faith entered boldlie 
ioto that woode, and with her prayers slew all those 



serpents, and vipera, and turned thom into stonca ; tnt ii 
auch fiorte, that being stones, they retftyned the perfect 
shape of their foraier eerpentine kinde. After that she 
had long conuersed there in greate perfection and by her 
example had drawne mauy to the lone of god, she 
retoui'ned into her contrie ; where on a ceitaine litle hill 
she serued God with nil deuotian, still cladd ia hayreand 
lying on the gronnde. Drawing neere her end in her 
sleepe she beheld an Angell to strippe lier out of her 
hayi-ecloth, and to putt on her a singular white vesture, 
and a garment of Scarlett wrought with golde ; who sajd 
■vnto her withall ; ' Be in redineaee to go with vb, that we 
may bring thee into the kingdome of thy fathei' ' : after 
that, she hastening hence, her nephew H'. Cadokb wob 
present with her, and assisting her in her passage, she 
departed vnto our Sauiour Christ, the viij"' of October, 
her facred bodie leaning a mosta fragrant sweet sauour to 
those that were aboute it, to their greate delighte and 
■comforte./ 



Tfie life qf St: JSrigide Virgin who deceased about tfie 20 
yea/re of our Lord 518; or 521 ; 

V)ltC DuBTACua an Irishe man of the prouince of 
Leinsthe boughte a captiue mayd named Ehosech of good 
eoniiersation and behauiour. Her maister being enamoured 34 
greatlie with her violentlie oppressed her : whereof she 
conceyuing, her raistreKse greiv into greate furie against 
her, not abyding that she should remayne in the house. 
Thereupon she was solde to a certaine magician; with 23 
whome her time coiuming she was deliuered of a daughter 
which was this BaioiDE : who as often as she eate of the 
magician her maisters meate, she by vomite cast it vp 
agnine; which he aduisedlie considering, perceiued the 32 
yoiig mayd to be moste pure and to good for his 



vnworthmes. Wherefore he sett her free, and restored her 
tn bor father; wbere lyuing she waa of such profiiso 
charitie towards tlie pooi^e, that ali whatBoeuer alio could 

1 gefct, she bestowed on them. "When she was mariagenble, 
and yehementlie vrged by her friends to take an husband, 
she eamestjie besought our lord to send her some deform- 
itie, whereby men might cease to loue her, or to request 

5 her to wife. Her petition waa heard, and her eye burst, s 
Then taking with her three other maydea for companions, ii 
ehe went vnto Bishop Machilla, that waa disciple to ST 
Patril'Ke; of whome she tooke the holie veile of virginitie; 

3 and that men might know how gi-eat«lie her vow plenwd 
god, by meruailons miracle she touching the wooden footo 
of the Altar with her hand as the Bishop waa reading 
holie prayera ouer her, forthwith the drie wood became 1 

J flourishing and greene, neuer after corrupting, and as [| 
Boone aa she had receiued the holie veile, her eye that was " 
burst and ran like water, was perfecUie cured. Her 
singular holines god testified by sundrie miracles, she ' 

3 healing diuerso leapers With onelie holie water. Acertaine '■ 
woman one day brought the holie virgin a present of 
spies ; at the same moment there stood poore leaproua 
men that asked an almes of the virgin, she therefore had 

4 the aples to be giuen to those poore soules. The woman ' 
would not, but tooke them to herself, saying that she \ 
brought them not for the leaprous persons, but for the virgin ' 
and her fellow virgins. Holie Brioide being moued at 

g the eiiill mynde of the woman, sayd vnto her ; ' bicause thou 
wouldest hinder this worke of mercie, know that thy trees 
are condemned to perpetUiiU harrennes ' : the woman went 
her way, and founde her wordea too true, neuer after 

2 hauing fniite of them. An other woman, hauing a Bonne ' 
by false play, no lesae irapudentlie than wickedlie, falalie J 
affirmed, that she had conceiued that Gonne of Bishop 
Bkoone ; holie Beigide causing the woman to be brought 

9 to her, made the sigoe of the holie Crostie on her mouthe, 
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She do^d- 



TIIE LIFE OP ST 

and presenilis the head and tongue of the impudent 
wojaan did greatlie aweli : She liltewise signing tha 
Infants tongne sayd withall to him ; ' My litis babe, who ia 
thy father 1 ' A strange worke of god, who once of olde 
made Balaams asee to speake, the ehilde answered and 
Bayd : ' Bishop Broone is not my father, but that vile fellq*,' 
(noting one) ' which sitteth amongst the basest soi* of the 
people.' The daughter of a certajme greate Prince had 
vowed ¥irginitie, yet her father enforced her to marrie i 
when all costlie prouision for the marriage was redie, and 
the day of the wedding at hand, the virgin by gods 
inspiration fledd vnto holie Bbigid ; whome her father 1 
pursued preaentlie, with a greate troope of horamen : the 
eainte then made her accustomed signeof the Crease on the 
earth, and therewith ao repreeaed their force, that they 
could not goe one steppe farther, and by the same sjgne, 1 
brought tlie father to better myndo ; and obtayned that 
the virgin performed her vow to god, by consecrating 
her self to him, as she wished. One time she receiuing the 
blessed Sacrament at the Bishops hand, she saw in the '. 
chalice which the deacon had in his hand, the shadow of 
a goate; wherewith she being moued, refused to drinke 
thereof, and tolde the Bishop the cause. He called hia 
deacon to him, and mildlie exhorted him to confesse lua i 
eecret falte ; thereat he being confounded, confessed that 
he had stollen a goate ; for which crime he hauing beene 
penitent, and making satisfaction, the deformed shape 
neuer appeared after in the chalice. A certaioe noble i 
woman of Scotland had a daughter which had beene mute 
frcm her natiuitie ; the mother brought her to Ekioide, 
who taking her by the hand, asked her if for the lone of 
Christ, fhe would keepe her self chaate perpetnailie : see i 
a wonier; She presentlie hauing her tongue losed, did 
answer that she would moste prompdie doe, whataoeuer she 
would will her, / Others moe I omitte for brenitie. "Wher- 
fore the blessed virgin knowing her end to be come, called !. 
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one of her schoUers to her, and signified vnto her, (hat she 
innat passe hence aniJ Icaue them : the which day assigned 
being come, she yielded her blessed spicit veto her Lord ; 
4 the ycare of our Lord : 521 ; 



27ie life and martyrdome of holie Di/inpna a kings datcghler 
qf Ireland out qf her acts leritUn by I'eter of Gamhray ; ^ 
Site liued about the yewre qf o%ir Lord -' 600 ■" 

8 ^11Ctr( was in Ireland a Pagane King verie renowned for 
greate power and much wealth, for vaine religion and rare 
deuotion toward his Idolea. This man hegatt on his wife, 
whome he deerelie lotied for her peerleese beaiitie, a daugh- 

12 ter f or comelinesse comparLible to her mother, for meritta 
and namecalledDvMPNAjWhicheigniGeth'worthie': She being 
princelie brought vp in her fathers house, when she had 
passed Ler childehood, hy goda supemall illumination, she 

16 began to despise princes riot, and all sortea of pleaHuro.i, 
and at last heiug secretlie baptized, gaue her self vnto 
Ciirist, and by vow of perpetuall chastitie dedicated her i 
bodie and niynde to serue him. The Queone her mother 

20 dying about the same time, and her father immoderatlie 
lamenting her decease, by counsell of his nobles, he 
thought best to match his fayre daughter with some king 
fitt for her : but when after earnest serch none could bo 

24 founde, whome they iudged worthie of her, some wicked 
counsellors thinke her fitt for none bo much, as for tha 
father himself to take to wife; which when he had heard, 
the diuell desiring to reduce the virgin to profane Idolatrie 

28 ngaine, bo inflamed the kings hart with incestuous loue, r 
that presentlie he began to wooe her with flattering and '< 
faire promises, offering her all gloria, riches and honour, if 
she would be hia wife. The virgin of Christ answered 

32 him playnlie, that she would neaer consent to that impietie . 
adding that by no law nor rtghte, the daughter might 
1 SiiD Act. SS, BolInuJ. 15 Uny, p. 17B, ff. 
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defile her fathers beadd, nor by such Bhamefull wiokednes 
Ktuine and infame all her stocke and posteritie for euer. 
He still more eagerlie soliciting her, and she the moie 
vehemcotlie repelling him, in fine he fell into choler, and 
tolde her if she would not yielde with faire meanes, she 
should be compelled : Whereappon aha crnued fortie dnyea 

>"o respite, and withall required new garmewta and ornanient 
of ienells and other precious things wherewith to make 
ber self more gratefuU to her father, as she pretended ; but 
inJeede to auojde his incestuous furie. All that being 
granted moste gladlie, that while she crieth to ber 
Siiuiour moste jnstantlie for help and deliiierie. At that '. 

U time was there a priest of famous holines and learning 
named Gebebern in Ireland, who secretlie laboured moste 
seriouslie to conuert soules vnto god, who had often heard 
the Queenea confession that was dead, and had baptized ] 
Dympna, and communicated her and her mother with the 
bread of beauen. For this priest did she send secretlie, 
who vnderstanding her danger, and seing her many tearea, 
wherewith she besought his assistance and help, his prayers ' 
and aduipe, counselled her to Hie thence priuilie, and in 
pouertie to follow poore Christ inlo a strange contrie. 

'"i Thereupon withoute delay, at the nest oportunitie, taking 

:;iind Gbrebebne with ber, and her fathers iester with his wife ; 
for safer passing Tnder colour of them, hauing a ship 
prepared and prosperous weather, she came to Antwerp, 
where staying a while and ill brooking secular noise, and 
worldlie eompanie of the towne, they delermyned to seeke ' 
some Bolitaiie place to liue in. Taking therefore their 
iouraie thence, after that they had passed throughe wooddie 
and wilde places, they came to a village named Ghele, 
wiiere there was one Church dedicated to ST Maktin, and ; 
where at this day the holie virgins bodie lieth. Kot far 
from that Church in a place called Zamwale did they huild 
them a house, that there remote from all secular tumult in 
ewcete contemplation of heauenlie things, they might serue ; 



god, where after that they had liaed in prayer and fasting 
three motieths, they were founde. For as eoone aa hep 
father vnderstood of her departure, he rent his garmeata 

t for sorrow, and when he had sought her euerie-where in 
Ireland and could not fynde her, he tooke shippe and came 
to Antwerp, where staying he sent mesaengers euerie way 
to harken after her : of which some comming to Westehle 

i and lodging there, when they came to pay for their charges, 
and offered their contrie nionie, the hoste thinking no 
hanne, sayd he had of their coyne, but could not tell the 
value thereof. Whereupon the guesta demanding of bim 

! where ho had that nionie, he sayd ' of a eeitaine Vii'gin a 
stranger that dwelt thereby in the desert, who still sent 
that kindo of eoine, to buye her self and those with her 
victuals.' Vpon these speeches the messengers conceiutd 

! gieate hope of their purpose, and being bitiught to .the 
place, they perceyued it was she. Then posted they to the I 
father at Astweep; who ibyfullie hearing'that tydings, * 
forthwith came with his retinue to the place, where fynding i 

) her, but her colour empnjred with fasting, he burning 
notwithstanding with lust tovrarda her, first assailed her 
with faire wordes, saying. ' myne owne and onelie 
daughter Dympna, my lone, my desii'e and ioye, what neede 

t vrged thee to despise thy roiall dignitie and natiue soilo, 
to forgett naturall lone, and to forsake thy father to adhere 
to this decrepit olde priest, aa his diiughter, and to obey 
his sowre precepts with all alacritie? WJiy contemneat thou 

1 the kings Courte, being the onelie heire to the Crowne of 
Ireland % Follow my counsell, and retourne with me ; if 
thou wilt assent vnto me, I will aett on thy head the 
kinglie diademe, and exalte thee aboue all Princes of my 

! realnie ; nay move 1 will huilde thee a Temple of white 
marble, and an Image of fine golde will I erect therein to 
thine honour, which shall be wi'ought moste curiouslie, and 
glitter with precious atones of inestimable price; ao that 

1 thou shak be adored as a goddesae of all men.' When the 



virgin would houe answered bin 
oented her, I'eprouing' the king \ 
a moste tibhomiuable and horrible 
defile his ownedaughti 



hereto, GEBEBEStr pri>- 

'ie sharplie, calling liini 

tan, that would seeke to 

wliereas the moste impure whoore- 



inaistera that were, detested that wickedm 
man also adinonished the virgin, neuer to yield to the king 
in that villanie, leste she incurred the eternall kings dis- 
pleasure, whose sweetnea she had allreadie begunne to 8 
taste. The king and his nobles about him being highlie 
offended at that admooition of Gerebbkk, cried out that 
he was worthie of death, and remouing him from the 
Virgins companie, they missused him with sundrie des- 12 
pites, and in conclasion with violent hands slew him : and 
thus the glorious martyr gayued the crowne of blisse 
prepared for gods faithfuU witnesses. Then the king 
Bgaine retourning to the vii'gin, vrged her afresh to yield 16 
to his desire, saying, ' my daughter why suSereat thou 
thy father to he so plunged in sorrowea ! Why doost thou 
not pittie himl why despisest thou him that loueth thee: 
barken vnto me and thou shalt want nothing ; nay thy 20 
name shall be renowned in all my kingdome amongst the 
■. sacred goddesses,' Then the zealous virgin of god answered 
with indignation, saying, ' Vnhappie tyrant, why seekest 
thou by deceitfull promises to putte me from my purpose 24 
of chastitiet Thinkesfc tho\i wret-ch that I will euer for- 
sake my vowe, and otfend my onelie loner Christ by 
polluting my bodie 1 I despise all thy roiall delightea 
from my hart, and for the promises of my Loid Iesdb, 23 
which surpasse all desire, I wish and long for them with 
all my affections : and to be accounted a. goddesse I vtterlie 
refuse, and to haue an Image erected vnto me, I make no 
reckoning ; wherefore henceforth vse no such speeches to 32 
me." The king raging at these wordes and full of con 
cupiscence, furiouslie sayd vnto her. ' See thou prouoke vs 
no farther, thoa malicious qneane, and presentlie fullfill 
our commandementf and sacrifice vnto our gods, or els 36 
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feinga daughters shall learce hy thy payne not to contradict 

their fathers will.' To that the virgin replied, ' Cruell nor cnm 

tyrant for what cauise didst thou kill the notahle priest Htmcie m" 

[ of god guiltie of no fault t Thou shalt not escape the 
iudgement of god omnipotent ; I detest thy gods and 
goddesses, as false mawmets, and I committe my self 
whollie to my Lord lesus : He is my despoused husband, 

I he is my glorie, my health and my desire : all the paices 
that thou canst lay on me, I will ioyfullie suatayne them 
for my Lord,' The king heing madd at this, commandi^d 
her to he beheadded : but when none was to be founde that 

! woidd execute that cruell sentence, he himself forgetting 
all roiall clemencie or fatherlie pittie, with his own sword 
cutt of her head : and then retouming home, he left the 
holie bodies to be deuoured hy the foules of the ayre, and 

J the beastes of the fielJe ; and after they had beene there 
some dayes vntouched, they were buried by those that 
dwelt by in a, cei-taine hole not far of. That village Ghelb 
had then but few inhabitants, all the houses there not 

) exceeding fifteeoe, and those inuironed with woods, sise 
miles compasse. Many yeai-es after, when this village was jj^l^g^^j^ 
greatlie peopled, and for store of dwellers verie famous, fiJ™^'*|u," 
by reason of wonderful! cures there wrought, the cleargie thp^sSn 

1 and Iftitie assembling themselues, at the place where these 
Baintes were buried, tbey began to seoke for the bodies ; 
where beholde the admirable worke of god. For digging 
they founde two coffins, more white than snow, and cutt 

i out of stone made by AogeUa bands: then pulling them mieyhiirt 
out with ease and viewing them, they could iinde no signe i-orans mn 
of peecing, but all whole of one substance and stone, yet udi imiMa 
the bodies within : whereat admiring they well perceiued 

I those toombea not to haue beeue mens workes but of 
Angells, and by the cleare whitenos, they gathered the 
Saintes chastitie. The fame of these wonders and miracles, 
were brought to the towne of Santen on Beene ; the 

) Inhabitants thereof vnder colour of pilgrimage went 
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thither, and ppying thoir oportunitie io waggons pre^ 
pared, they stale. away the coffins aud reliques. But when 
the dwellers of Ghele vnderstood the matter, with all 
apeede they pOKte after them, who being much terrified 
with the noiae of the multitudioe pursuing them, they 
brake one of the Coffins, and tooke with them the Reliquea, 
and the other which was of the virgin Dympha, they left 
in the way behinde them : They escaping safe to their towne 
Santek with trEREBEsss reliqueB, the people thereof re- 
ceiued them with honourable deuotion of hymnes and 
lighteB. The men of Ghelb fynding the wholle colEne, 
would hauo carried it hauke ; but they could not mooue the 1 
bodie out of the place, aa thonghe it had bene rooted within 
the earth : They then not knowing what to doe, one night 
a certaine aide woman, was admonished in her sleepe to 
take a yong calfe that she had in her Btiibio, to fasten it to 1 
her litle cart or drey, and then to goe where the holie 
Coffine was, and so carrie it backe whence it was brought, 
which others conM not, their sinnes letting them to accom- 
plish that woike. The morrow therefore she did as she S 
1 was bidden, and comming to the place to carrie the holie 
burden in that manner, and praying the men that kept the 
bodie, to help place the CoiTine in her cart, they scorned 
her, deeming her half madd, and some reiected her. After ' 
much impnrtunitie they being content to trie, when they 
putt their hands to lift it into that cart, it resisted not, 
but verie lightly yielded, and was with greate ease placed 
therein, and with exceeding ioy so carried backe to their i 
Churche : where by her merits, innumerable miracles are 
daylie wrought. Afterward the best of the Inhabitants 
there, placed the holie corpes in a. chest of golde and siluer, 
richlie sett with precious stones. "Wherefore the Bishop i 
of Cambrat, coming thither with a greate companie of tlie 
common people, he translated the bodie out of the former 
tombe of stone, into this new one made of golde, siluer, 
and precious etones : And opening the coffine, the bishop l 
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found in tlie brest of the Virgins bodie, a red stone, hauinii ' 
tliia inscription, ' Dvmpna ' ; tliere is no doubte but it was i 
putt there by gods Angell, that by it, ber martyrdome 

L might be notified to all men. That translation was made 
with greate solemnitie the fifteenth of May, on which also 
the festiuitie of her martyrdome was instituted, albeit she 
suffered the thirteth of the same moneth. Possessed per- i 

i Eons brought to her shrine at GiiiiLE are daylie deiiuered ; 
aod diuerse other benefits donne to deuoute persona seeking 
her help t And for as much, as it would be ouerloiig to 
reheai'se the wonderful! miracles, which our Lord leans 

I hath vouchsafed to worke by this glorious virgin and 
martyrs merits and intercession, for breuitie they are 
omitted. / 



27(6 life of S', Mhurye Virgin and Ablesse : She Jlourhhsd 
16 in the yeare qf Christ : 616 : 

^OTIIIITQC daughter ynto holie king Etheldert and 
Berta his Queene, the first Chvistian Princes of England and 
Kent, after by her fathers and mothers example, she had 

20 giuen her name vnto Christ, and was baptized, day and 
night she attended on prayer, and praysing of god, whollie 
burning with the loue of the heauenlie Hierusalgm, and 
her beloueds preseneo Christ Iesus : For better prepara- 

24 tion of her self to that happiues, she forsooke the worlds, 
entered into the monasterie of her Neece S! Mildred there i 
in Tenet Isle, humblie Gubiecting herself to be gouerned i 
by her yonger far, for bis loue that for her had beene i 

28 obedient vnto death. She more and more kindling her ' 
heauenlie loue there by spirituall exercises ; when ST MtL- 
DRED was dead that gouerned the Abbey, she was enforced 
to take the regiment vpon her, being chosen Abbcase. 

32 Lord how wiselie and couragiouslie, did she saile througiie 
the floods and tossingH of this worlde, guiding her self aud 

FEMALE B.\1NTS. E 
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others towards the port of linppie rest, comforting her 
with diuine studies, ftnciiig and gnpnishing her soule with 
dinine contemplation and prayer, desjiising uU the ioyes of 
this life as durt ; and thus after many conflicts and tenta- 4 
tions, she by hnppie decease arriued nt heaueo, and enioyed 
the ioyfull presence of ChriMt, wAiuh she long had sighed 
fov, the siij"^ of December, shyning after lier death wilh 
"" greate miracleB : For wheu a certaine Priest of that monas- 8 

terie throughe seculiir greatnes, Ecglected the place & her 
Anffiit-ent relir[ues, not vsing that care and reuorenee which was due, 
Buiiisiied and being in a vision often admonished of his fuulte, yet 

regarded nothing, one night he was taken by two blacke 12 
villaines befoie the Chui'ch doore, and by them was beaten 
and tormented cruellie, and with their nailea Lis eyes were 
pulled onte : Then seemed the holie sainte to arise and 
come from her sepulcher, and to deliuer him bo beaten 16 
and made blindo out of their handes, she saying to those 
tormenters of him withall ; ' Away find let my priest alone 
yon vile wretches,' and from that houre was he euer after 
blinda An other being infained to hauo committed a 20 
theft, and admonished too restore that which he had 
stoUen, he rashlie desirous to purge himself before men, 
not fearing Gods knowledge of his contrarie hart, with 
urtreiifun esecration sayed : ' It 1 haue committed this theft where- 34 
m"nef-.p with I am charged, I pray god and the holie -virgin 
EDBunoB, before whome I stand, that I neucr go oute of 
this place aliue.' He had o oon r sp. ke the w de b t 
at hia fundament he voided out h a ent i 1 s an 1 w th II g 
his life ; so that as be vnl app I w sh d w h f Jse h rt 
he indocde and deseraed! d ja t d not th e w th h a 
life. In the yeare of cu E d n pt n 10 5 h bode 
and S' Mildreds, were translated by S' Lanfeank, Arch- 33 
bishop of Canterbubie, out of the He oE Tenet, vnto the 
Church of S' Gregobie, which he had repayred and 
enriched at Canterburie a litle before. 
Mbt^"^' There was an other Edcuroe Virgin and Abbesse, 36 
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daughter to king Addlpde in Hnmsliire at WiNcnESTEa, 
about the yeare ; 860 ; she was of i-enowned holinea also, 
03 of greate fame in those partes, but her particular life, I 
I could not see. 



Tkfs l\f6 of S; Ecmswnh Virgin and Abbesse, sU fovrished 
in the yeare : 640 : / 

Citlt^blftrC daughter to ting Edbald, and Esihb hia 

8 Queene, who reigned in Kent, neece to Epburoe the 
eainte before ; She renouncing the world from her infaneie, 
and bearing in her Lart the purpose of religious and per- 
petuall Virginitie; not with standing when she was ripe for 

12 marriage, her father laboured her with much intreatio lo 
maiTie. The saintlie virgin, no lease wiselle to satisfie her 
father, than godlilie for sauegard of her holie purpose, 
answered him in this manner. ' Moate deere father if jou / 

16 can prouide me an husband immortall, whose death may n 
not grieue me, and whose loue shall be constant and stable, t' 
whose issue and fruite may not perish and so afflict, whose n 
Bocietie shall be voide of all brauling and discontentments, 

20 whome loniug I shall still remayne chaste, and touching 
him shall not be defiled, and euioying shall continue a 
virgin, then will I accept of your offer ; but it there bo no 
such to be founde beside my heauenlie lord and loue Christ 

24 whose marriage hath all those conditions in surpassing 
manner and excellencie, then I beseeche you haue me 
excused, if for so far better a condition I refuse a worse : 
and grante me an Oratorie where I may liue with him 

28 and seme him.' The father being conuinced with the 
forceible reason, and wise discourse of his daughter yielded 
to her request, and built her a Church and a mouasterie 
in the honor of ST Peter, in a place called Folkam neere the 

S:I sea and remote from the concourse and trouble of men. 
Wherein her regular habit, adorning her virginall chsstitie 
B 2 
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with otiier vertiiea aud vertuoua exercises, she eerued onr 
Lord miiny ycftres, and after rested in him the twelfth of 
Sspt ember./ 



The life of S; Elhellnrja Virgin ami Ahlesae : She lined i 

aboute the yecvre : 6iO : 

SbnfntC Ethelijurge eister to 8' Erkenwald Bishop of 
London, was daughter to one Offa, a moste noble Princp 
albeit an iofidell, who ruled in the prouince of Lindseie, 8 
and had bis mansion-house at tbe village of Salington. 
This holie mayde from her prime age, abhon-ed the delights 
of the flesh, and the allurements of the worlde ; yet for her 
moro probation, she found her father a moste cruell perse- 13 
cuter and enemie of her faithful! mjnde and endeiiours ; 
yet in fine, by her vertue and patience, by her faith and 
pietie towards god for bim, she did not onelie preserue her 
owne feruour and deuotion, but warmed her colde father, 16 
and of a persecuter made him a professor of Christ ; But 
before she reaped that croppe of her labours with ioy, she 
sowed in aoriuwo : For he vi'giiig her to marrie a mortall 
man, that had chosen Christ that neuer dieth, and had ^0 
betrothed lier self to him, the father not enduring ber 
refiisall, vexed lier not a litle nor a litle spaca Wherefore 
to saue her self from dangers iuatlie feared, she taking one 
companion with her, fledd away, thinking to passe oner the 24 
sea, and there to lyue to her bcloued Christ in monasticall 
profession. But her brother Erkenwald liking better, that 
[.he should take that religions course hcere at home, pro- 
uided for her a spirituall teacher named HiLnELirnA, & 38 

3 woman as well excellentlie learned in the liberall sciences, 
as verie expert, in skill of religious discipline and life; and 
building them a monasterie at Barkinq in Essex {which 

, then was in an other kings dominion, being seauen in all, 32 
and that at onee) placed them there with other virgins. 
This virgin in sboii time surpassed all others farre in all 
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vertue and holynes, and at last was chosen mother or 
Abbesse of them all. She subdued her bodie to her spii'it 
by fastings, watchinga, and praying, day and night aeruing 

; the Allmightie. She preached and exhorted her Sisters 
without ceasing to all contempt of thia worlde, teaching 
them to abhoire the yanitie and corruption thereof ; and 
this principaUie in the time of the plague : whereby diuerse i 

J of them being taken oat of this life, she would be at their a 
graues praying for them, when others were fast asleepe. 
In which bolie offices she with her sisters being studioustie 
otcupied, God did often comfort them with heauenlie con- 

I eolations of celestiall lights ; whereby he did as it were 
inuite them vuto their heauenlie home and contrie. One 
of the sisters named Toegitha, that had beene wasted by ^ 
nyne yeares sicknes, in a vision of a glorious bedd canied 

I vp into heauen, in triumphant manner, vnderstood that her 
mother Ethelbubge was shortlie to leaue this life, for at- 
tayning of a better, which indeede so fell onte : But after- 
ward she did requite Torgitha with like charitie, for when 

I she dyed Ethelbdjige appeared vnto her and tfllde her she 
was come to fetch her to heauenlie ioyes ; whereat Torgitha 
yielding her moste hartie thankes, withall yielded vp her 
religious apirite. This monasterie did god meruailouslic j 

|. protect from the furie of the Danes : for they burning and t 
spoyling all where they went, comming to this monasterie, 
at euetie gate or entrie, they found fierce wilde beastes, 
reodie to inuade them, yea running vpon them ; here a 

t wolfe, there a beare, at an other place a lion, as it were 
watching and warding theii' church and house. Tlie 
Barbarians that came to frighte others, being herewith 
frighted, whereas before they thought iniperious^lie to goe 

J where they list, now desire to enter into the church not as 
enemies in hostile manner, but as friends and in peace, not 
to spoile but to giue, and to make their offerings to god ; 
which they perfoimicg, the beustes resisted tlieni not, but 

3 departed. 



p 



There was an other Etiielijuhge Queene, wife to holie 
Jing EdiTine, and diiughter to holio Etuelbeut king of 
Kent, who after her husband Edwime, the first Cliristian 
king of NortLiuQberland was sluine, she fledd thence, and 
carae backe into her eontrie Kent : where forsaking the 
worlde she receiued the holie veile of chaatitie and was 
consecrated vnto God by ST HoNOBroa Archbishop of 
Canterburie in a monaEterie n'/iich she built at a place 
called LtuiNO, where in holinea seruing god, she was 
mother of many Lolie virgins and widdowes, that did 
imitate her religious purpose and profession. / 



The life of S\ Sexhwrge Queene and Allmse : She lined in 13 
the yewre qf our Lord : G-10 ; 

SCfTtWrgC daughter to Anna king of the Enst Angles, 
was married to EBtx>MBEBT king of Kent, by whome ehe 
had two Konnes Ecdert and Lotuauie, and two daughters 16 
of greate holynes, to wcete Ebmelimdb, who was married to 
WuLFEBE king of midle-England, by whome she had 
S': Weebukge virgin ; and Ekkengoda, who went beyond 
the seas, to professe her self a religious woman, and there 20 
in the monasterie of Bbiqa, shined with greate holineese 
and many miracles. The good mother of these good 
cliildren and Queene Sexbubob, so laboured her hiiahanil 
liy her singular zeale and vertuous atudie, that Idolatrie 21 
was whollie rooted out of his realme ; for what his prede- 
cessours permitted or left as not able conuenienllie to 
eslirpate, that this king did by the religious induntrio 
of this hia faitLfuIl Queene perfectlie abandon, b.iilding 2S 
Churches and monasteries in gi-eate store. And as she wis 
so carefull of all her eubiects saluation, so much moi-e of 
her childreas vertuous educatjow, teaching them with all 
reuerencB to feare and scrue god. She caused her husband 32 
so enruesllie to command Leulfast and abstinence to be 



obserued, that tKe violiilers ineuiTed seuere punishment. 
Her husLand deceasing she cast away all the pompe and p 
rioting of the worlds, and tooke the religious habit of pro- | 
4 fessed cbastilie and sanctimonie in the Abhie of Elie, 
Eubiecting Ler self for Christa sake vnto her sister 
S! ETnELDRED or AuDRrs Abbesse then, and fo^mder ^ 
of that Nonnerie. There liued she in all vertuona labour, y, 
8 washing away the stajnes of secular pleasures with flouds 
of tflai'eB, and with the five of diuiue loue consuming them ; 
emulating her sisters holynes, in all humilitie, contiuencie 
and deuotion, aad after Iier death Eihe was chosen to rule 

12 the house : which she performed in such sort, that whei'eaa 
ehe was greatest of all, yet she by singular humilitie abased 
her self viider euer;e one, seruing them with all dutie and 
offictousces, whose superiour she was by office. In fine 

16 when she was fraught with vertues and yeares, she passed 
hence vnto Christ her lone and bridegi'oome. Her daughter 
EttKENQODE before her death, being by god admonished of i 
her end, went to all her sisters, especiallie the grauest and 

20 those that were of moste perfection, commending her 
passage vnto their charitable assistance and prayers. The 
night following she was called hence to our Lord, and i 
honoured with Angellicall songues ; her bodie yielding 

24 a moste fragrant odour, meruailous pleasant and delectable 
to all aboute it ; a greate token of her ghostlie suauitie, in 
gods sense and his Angells ; and seauen yeares after being 
founde incorrupt,- — In the tame partes beyond the sea, were 

28 these consecrated virgins also Setheith daughter vnto the j 
wife of Kingi AnnAj acd Ethelburqe his owne daughter, t 
both hyding themselues in that same monasterie of Bbioa, I 
fi-om the sighte and companie of the infectious worlde. 

28 Where in tyme both became Abbesses after other, and 
when they had absohied their time of mortahtie allowed 
them to worke their saluatioa in religious profession, they 
departed in the jieace of Christ and rested in him. 



The life qf holie Ilihla Virgin and Abbtme: she lined about 
the yeare, 650 ; 



tn North- 



^llQA was daughter to HsREBncE king Ecwine the s^aintea 
nephew : who when she had leadd thirtie three yeares in the ^ 
worlde, being then desirous to follow Christ in more per- 
fection, purposed to paase ouer into Fi'ance, and there in 
the monasterie of Cale with her sister ^Heueswide to 
yield herself vnder regulare discipline : hut by persuasion 8 
of holie Aydan Bishop, she accompanyed with some other 
fellowes, first ledd monasticall hfe, neere aboute the riuer 
of WiEtt in NoETHUMHEBLAKD ; After that she became 
Abbesse in the nonrie called Hertheie ; where Beca the 12 
spouse of Christ is eayed to haue taken the profession and 
religious habite, at the hands and consecration of holie 
AiDAN, first of all women in NoETnuMBEKLAND. This 
HiLDAj ArUAN did often visite and carefullJe instruct; 16 
Whence she hec-omming a mistresse of vertues, did likewise 
endow the mocasterio of Steeneshalch otherwise Whitbt, 
with the same vertues and regular doctrine. She was of 
so greate wisedome, that not onelie those of the meaner 20 
sort, hut kings and Princes would come to her for conn- 
sell and aduice, which thoy found of her moste rare. She 
caused her subiects to applie the reading and studie of 
holie scriptures so earuestlie, and to busie themselues in 24 
workes of righteousnes so industriouslie, that fiue of them 
became moste worthie Bishops, to weete Bosa, Acca, 
OsTFORUS, loHN, and Wilfhide; who all were men of 
rare merit and holynea. All called her mother for her 28' 
singular pictie and excellent grace : whereby verie -trulie 
' was full filled in her the vision which her mother Beegus- 
WIDE had; which was this. She seeking verie carefullie 
her husband tliat was in banishment with Cebsike king of 32 
the BBiiTABa, and not fynding him, she thought she found 
Tuder her coate a. moste riche tablet or ouche, whose bright- 
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nea 3id illumme and adorne all Ecgland. In that Dionasterie 
of WLitbye, there were such ahoundance of serpjrits, what 
throiighe the thicknes of bushes, and the wilderDease of the 
4 woods, that the virgins durst not peepe out of their Cells, 
or goe to draw water : but by her prayers she oblayned of 
god, that they might be touraed into atones; yet bo as the Berppnts 
shape of serpents still remayned ; which to this day, the sionos: 
8 stones of that place do declare, as eye-witnesses bane 
testilied. Moreouer a greate number of birds aJightiog 
in her fields of corne, and deuouring it shrewdlie, she com- 
jnanded her seruaat to penne them vp all within a litle bpp'h »d- 

J2 place : afterward she letting them goe abrode, fynditig one »Bed: 
of thfm to be dead that wliile, restored the bird to life, 
and let it flje after the others. One Cedmon there was, wbo ceainona 
a litle before in his dreaiiie, was taught by God poetrie ia in Kngiish 

16 the English tongue onelie, and for holie matters, whome m^ie- 
she persuaded to forsake the worlde and to enter into 
Beligion. This man became a sacred Poet in this manner. 
He being one day at a feast or bankett with diuorse others, 

20 all present were in their tui'ne to sing to the harpe, and to 
make some rimes : He perceyuing the instrument to 
approche towards him, and that he must sing which he 
could not, for shame sloncke out of the plate ; and being 

24 out thence he fell asleep e ; when one appealing vnto him, 
gaue him the gift to make rymes, and withall bad him 
sing: which ho long refusing at lust yielded as it were 
perforce, and did sing moste cutminglie, more than he euer 

28 thought he could haue donue : From that time he composed 
sundi'ie poems, but voide of all fiiuolous matter or super- 
fluous, and full of all pielie and religion, in such patheticall 
sorts that diuerse were moued to forsake the world by 

32 hearing and reading them, and inflamed in the loua of 
celesliall blisfe : And in this deuoute kinde or vaine, none 
was comparable to him. Stories of the scnpturcs giucn 
him in English (for he was alltogether vnlearned) or other Seowhat 

36 deuoute sentences, he would straitcwayes toui'ne them into be wiabed : 



J 



ujoste Bweete English, vnvse or metre : as of the creation of 
the worlde, of the beginning of man, and allmo&te of all 
the atories in Genesis, he made excellent poemes, and 
moste deuoute : Likewise of the Incamatioo, Passion, 
resurrection, and Aseension of our Sauiour, of the last 
iudgement, of the painea of hell and ioyes of heauen, and 
the like ; in all which he sought to excite and moue them 
to the lone of god and hatred of siune : He was an humhle 
and religious person, vehement against wicked liuers, and in 
this manner singing vnto god euermore, at last ended his 
life with praifiing god also. This sweete Poete, for religious 
jirofesFion was a plant of holie HiLDi9 setting. She (that 
her vertue might be perfected by infirmitie) sise yearea 
before her death was continnallie sieke, in which she 
yielded vnto god hartie thankes, as well for infirmilie as 
health, and publikelie and priuatelie instracted het' fioeke 
moste diligentlie in health to serue god moste stud'oiislie 
and in sicknes to giue him thankes moste hartilie ; and in 
such vertuous exercises passing her dayea vntill she was 
sixtio and sise yearea olde, then she left this miserie, and 
by Angells handes waa carried to Christ in heauen. / 



20 



;er to Ercombert king 24 
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7ViB life of 5; Er/nenilde Qmem that liued i. 
1/eare : 660 ; 

SEfliS Queene EaiiENiLDE wai 
of Kent and S! Sexburgk : 
any kinde of necessitie or 
compassion deairing and studying to helpe all. She being 
giueu to wife to Wdlpere king of midle-England, by her 28 
■ zeale and religious Industrie, no meane was omitted, to 
bring that people to the knowledge and fauour of CWist. 
Whereby you may coniecture, what fruite ensued of that 
trauaile to the people, what glorie of god, what benefitt 32 
to her self. When her husband was dead, by whose help 
she wrought that former promotion of gods glorie, she 



ceased not in an other kinde to edific all, that was by 
example ; leaching them to coiitomne the worlde, and monte 
fenientlie to runne towards heauen. For with her 
+ daughter Weuburoe (whose Jife followeth) she forsooke 
the glorie ami raine pompe of this life, aud entred into tha 
joonasterie of Elie, where her mother Sexbubce was, hut c 
her siKter Audbie Abbesse, and tooke the religious habit , 
8 ajid profession of mouasticall life ; there heaping vertues t 
vpon vertues, good workea vpon good woikes, vntill being v. 
riehe with holie merits, and adorned with graces fitt to s 
OTOurre and meete her beloued bridegroome Iesus, ^ 
12 she was sent for home vnto his kingdome, to raigne 
with him for euer ; for bauing serued and obeyed heei-e 
a while for his sake in religious discipliue and chaste 
humiliation. 



16 T/ie life of S\ JTeTlnirye daug/Uer to lie farmer ErwenilJe : 
with ic/iome s/ie lived in relit/ion, and continui.d a 
j-erpeluall hdie Virgin, j 

W^tthWQC descended by her mother Ebmenilde of the 

20 famous and saintlio kings ETUELbEBT of Kent, and Anna 
of East Ancles, and daughter to king "Wulfebe of 
Mehcia, louing Christ aboue all earthlie Princes and de- 
ligbtes of the worUe, entered into the Abbie of Elie with 

24 her mother: where vnder her Aunte Etuelbred or 
AuDKiE, she receiued the monasticall weede. There she 
excelled all in liumilitie, wherefore god in this life exalted 
her aboue alL For when her father Wulfe.ib was dead, 

28 and his brother her vnckle Ethelued i-eigned io Mebcia, 
she was made cheofe or supi'eme gouernesse of all the 
monasteries of Nonnea in all midle-Englund : For she sur- 
passed in all holie exercises of vertue, conueraing in spirit 

32 with the Angells and paiotes in heauen, thoiighe in bodie 
she was in earth. This virgin abyding one time at d 
mansion-house of theirs at Wedune neere Nobthhakptos, 
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greate flockea of wilde goese deuoured hor fieldes. She 
1 being aduertised thereof, by one of bcr people, commanded 
him to driue tbem vp into a house and keepe them there : 
A strange thing it ia to tell. The p.irtie did siinplie her i 
commnndment, and the geese are driuen before hiin, as if 
they had no wings ; so that he pend them alt fast in a 
bouse of the holie virgins. The nest day she lett them 
lose, and permitted them to departe, withall commanding 8 
them to retourne no more thither. And whereas one had 
BtoUen away one of the cnmpanie ; the rest being dismissed, 
nouer left crying and flying aboute the bouse, vntill their 
fellow taken away was restored to them. Her heaidman 12 
became an Anchoret, for loue of better conforming himself 
to Christ crucified ; whose name was Alsotiie. He hauing 
serued god in that manner some time was by gods secret 
permission martyred by theeues. The bolie virgin departing 16 
hence chose to be buried in the Abbey of Hawbuhge ; but 
when she was dead, her bodie was carried to the Church of 
Trikisgham; where with the gates fast locked, she waa 
kept and watched verie carefullie, rather curiouslie ; But 20 
J see a wonder. The watchmen fell all into a deepe sleepe, 
and Ihey of Hamcuuge came for the bodie, all the gates of 
the monasterie and Church of their owne accorde, witbouto 
mens hands opened vnto them, so that withoute resistance, 2i 
but with greate ioy they tooke away the sacred bodie, and 
interred it, as she dying required : where Gcd testifyed her 
bolinea by innumerable miracles. / Nine yeares after, 
her corps was taken vp, and tounde moste incorrupt ; her 28 
face most white, her garments cleane, her cheekes ruddie 
so that God thereby was greatlie glorified in his virgin. 



T!ie life of S, Milhurge Virgin: s/ie lined about iJie yearn 
of Christ : 664 : ; 

Sni;4 holie virgin by her mother Dompnkua descended of 
holle king Etuelbebt, had for her father Mokwau) oho of 



king Penda Lis sonnes, and king after kim in a parte of 
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i his fatlier had beene when i 



i, MiiDKEDE and Mii-GiTii, 
i the fii'at of wliich vcns as famous a sainte un her self, an in 
her life shall appeare. Her father heing a Fngane had this 
dreame. He thought two ghastlie and fierie dogges sett vpon j 
him to kill him ; by whome he being greatlie endangered, 
6 hehoIJe a. venerable personage in countenance and his haire 1 
poulled in forme of a crowne all aboute by his eares came ] 
and rescued liim, deliuering him out of their iawea with a j 
goulden keye which he had in his hand. At the verie same 

12 time was one Edfiude a Priest of Noithhumberland com- 
manded by god to goe into Mebcia, to conuert the king 
thereof, and his people vnto Christ ; who commiog as he 
had beene appointed, by happe then lodged at the house of 

16 one of the kings seriiacts : whobeing delighted greatlie with 
this vertuoua Priests demeonure, brought him to the king, 
being then verie anxious and troubled almute hia dreame, 
like as losEPH was to Piiarao to expounde his hidden 

20 visions ; which he did moste fittlie, declaring to the king I 
how that thoae moste crueU and gaatljo doggs which 
inuadod him, were the fierce and raging diuella that sought 
by all their power to destroy him, being as he was, 

24 destitute of the samng faith of Chiist i and that the 
reuerend person, that siued him out of their iawes was 
S'; Peteb the Porter of heauen, and Christs vicar on 
earth, who hath granted him power of byoding and losing ; 

28 All which the good Pneat ex[ heating at large, the king 
beleeued, and builded to S'; Petkk a churche endowing it 
with greate riches and possessions. Afterward king i 
Merwald and his Qiieene Dokpneua incensed with greate li 

33 lone of extraordinarie puritie, by mutuail consent, liued i; 
all their life chaste, without companie keeping as man and 
wife '. And the q'leetie founding herself a monasterie in the 
honour of the Blessed Virgin Marie, with diuerse virgins 

36 which she gathered together, in greate holjnes gouenied 



tliat saered fivmilie : Whome her eldest daughter Mildurgb 
with seanentie other virgins did hapjiilie aucceede : but 
she building an other mouasterie culled 'Wijinica (after 
Wesloke) lined there with her holie societie. A certaice 
kicgs sonne was extremelie in loue with her, and purposed 
for satisfying his foule afEeclion, by force to take her: 
which she vnderstanding fledd frcm thence, and parsed 
ouer the riuer of Corf. The impure loner pursued after 
her, but when he cdine to the said riuer of C'obf, it as it 
were disdayning that he should pftsse throughe it self 
suddenlie swelled in fcuch sort, that he could not follow 
her. Whereat this yong loan being confounded and 1 
amazed, gauo ouer his purpose./ M(LBunoB one day 
learning, that escecding multitudes of wilde geefe did 
deunure the corno of her fieldes, thereuppon she in the 
name of god commanded them to come no more to in- ] 
ind to spoile her fieldes. They presentlie 
■T after lighted there, or if tor wearinesse 
they happened to rest themselnefl a while there, they 
touched nothing, and quicklie departed ; and this did all i 
that kinde of foule. A poore widdow hauing lost her 
Bonne by death, came to the holie virgin, iniportunat«lie 
V to lielpe her sonne nnd lierself, being then 
e of her comfort. WLen she rould not auoide her f 
instant petition, she prajeil to god for her, and as she lay 
prostrate praying, fire seemed to tall from heanen vpon 
her, and to burne her being all rounde aboute couered 
withall : whereat one of her sisters being terrified, cried I 
to her to gett away : whereat the fire vanished ftway, and 
the dead person reuiued. Dying she bequeathed her 
EiBters to God and his liolie mother Marie, and so left this 
life the six and twentith day of Mny,/ ; 
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Tht life of holie Mildreds Virgin, SisCer to fl>n 
former Saiiite. j 

fiXUXiXiil WAS tianghter to Qiieene Doupkeua, and sistoc 
4 to lIiLBUEGE, HB is sayd before, who had alsg a brother named 
Merefin an holie Chil Je : Sbe was sent by her motlier ouer 
into France to the Abbey of Calum, there to be instructed 
in holie coniioraiition and vertiious studios, alibeit she was 
8 is secular bahit : notwithstanding she so profited iu 
vertue, that she excelled nil the other sacred virgins ia 
humOitie and pitie. The diuell enuying her happie pro- 
gresse, inflamed a verie noble yong gentleman and kinEeroan 

12 to the ladie Abbesse to lone her exceedinglie, and to desire 
her in maiTJnge ; and for greater probation of her ciastitie, 
faith and patience, tlie Abbesse herself for her cama!l I 
kinsmana sake, botli agiinst her owne purpose, and vow, t 

16 and of this holie virgin that had dedicated herself to god 
by purpose of perpetviall cLastitie, persuaded her to assent 
to marrie him th^t loned her so deerlie. Mildked not 
lyking in any case to forgoe her holie course, and to retourne 

20 to tho worldo, the Abbesse vrged her moste vehementlie, 
and by incredible afflictions wonld compell her : / The con- 
stant virgin nothing chiinged from her former resolution, for 
all that : the wicked Abbesse raging at her in her furie, did 

24 cast the pure virgin info a burning oneo or furnace, shut- 
ting the mouth thereof fast, tliat no breath thereof mighto 
issue out, and so kept her three whole boures. She the i 
retourning and thynking that the virgin wtis consumed to 

28 ashes, fynJeth her perfectlie sounde and singing thus ; 
Zord tluiu hast esamined v.e hij fire, arid yei no iniquitie 
is fowid iit me. All the sistera seing her so vntouched 
greatlie admired her, and all that heard thereof reuerenced 

32 Mildred exceedinglie. But the badd Abbesse nothing 
moued with this miracle, assalteth her with new torments, 
beating and bouncing her without all measure, but without 
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effuct : for the sacked Virgin was vnraoueiible being buililcl 
oo a fiiTue Eocke. The distressed virgin certifying tcr 
mother of her estate, besought her to help her, which she 
neglected not. For by a uligiit being gott out of the 4 
monasterie, she wan conueyed safe away and brought into 
lilngland ; bringing with her certaiue precious reliques, as a 
naile wherewith our Sauiour was nailed to the Crosse, and 
some other wliich she had procured and gotten with greats fi 
pryce. As she descended from the shippe to the land, and 
sett her Eeete on a certaine square stone, the printe of her 

j' feete remayned od it moste liuelie, she not thinting any 
thing; so God working to the glorio of his handmayd j and 12 
more than that, the dust that was scrapen of tlienco being 
dronken did cure snndpie diseases. The same stone moste 
miraculouslie being pulled, would yield like a bowe, and 
being let goeit would leapebacke tohis former place. The 16 
people much moued at these miracles, built in that place an 
oratopie, in memorie of the holie virgin ; where they 

'' kept the foresaid meruailous stone : And Archbishop 
Theoi>obe then ruling the Sea of Oanteebuhie came 20 
thither, and gaue Mildred accompanied with seauentie 
other Virgins the habit of religious profession, and she 
with her mothers consent was consecrated Abbesse by the 
same Bishop. Heere therefore the holie virgin dooth not so 24 
much command, as by example prouoke her sisters to all 
good workes, by humilitie abasing herself vnder all, that by 
office and worthinesse excelled all. She praying one night, 
the diuell putt out her candle, but the Angell of god came 28 
to the rescue, chased away Satan, and restored her light 
for to reade withall. And as she was once praying with 
teares, the holie Ghoste in forme of a done appeared sitting 
on her bead, and clapping his wings for ioy and applause. 32 
She shined with miracles both lyuing and dead, and that 
manifoldlie. This monasterie in Tenet was burnt with all 
the religious sisters in it by the Danish furie, 8'; Kddurga 
her Aunt, succeeded her in the regiment, as before is men- 36 
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tioned in her liE& Ijong after £uuA mother to king 
Edwaed the CouEeesour, being vxiiustlie accused and there- 
vpon spoiled of ail iier substance, was thereby much aiQicted 

4 and deiectyed in mynde : Tbis Sainte then appeared vtnto 
her, comforted her, and by her help the king her sonne was 
mooued towards her, and restored her to her former dignitie. 
An other once eleoping in her Chureh, she appeared to him, 

8 and gaue bim a blow on the eare, saying, ' Vnderstand fellow 
that this place is an Oratorie to pray in, not a Cormitorie 
to sleepe in,' and 80 Tanished awaye. / 



12 



27te life of holie Elba Vinjin and Albesse : who died the 
yeare : 683 : 



CEiblitt daughter to Ethelfeide king of Northumberland 
and sister to Sainte Oswald and OawiB kings also, seeing 
in those dayes thiit it was accounted a cheefe eigne of a n 

16 noble minde, and veiie vsuall then for noble personages, to " 
forsake the woriJe, and in religious habit, humblie to follow 
Christ in monasticall obedience, vnder one father or Abbot 
if they were men, or vnder one mother or Abbesse,if they 

20 were women ; she burning with like holie zeale, and re- 
ligiouslie emulating the vertiie of such, in the floure of her 
youth contemned the kingdome of this worlde, and all the 
glorie thereof for the lone of Christ the sonne of god, 

24 entered into religion, and tooke the veile of a holie virgin, 
at the handes of Finane Bishop of Lindisfakne, which is 
neere Scotland now. Notwithstanding she being afterward 
importuuatelie desired to wife by Aadan king of Hcotts, 

28 she fledd to sane her self vnto Mount Colude; where 
CoLDiKGHAM is and was so called after that. The king 
pursuing her with tyrannicall intemperance, the sea by 
Gods commandement arose in defence of his spouse and 

32 three dayea together it enuironed the hill, bo that he was 
putt by his desire, In tbjt desert place, did she afterward 
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leade liet life, moste soberlie, iuatlie, and Lolilie, and in 
fine died, Aa other monasterie oE women did she buiid 
vpon the Eiiier Doewent, which of her name waa called 
Ebbecestke, her brother king Oswiv allowing the cost and 4 
chtirges thereto. In the desert of Colude, she founded a 
monasterie of men and women, one dwelling neere the 
other, which she ruled, Her disciple was Queene and virgin 
Ethelke!) or AuDBiE, the glorie of Elie Island, S' Cuth- 8 
BERT Ijuing not farre of visited her often, abyding some 
dayes in counselling and comforting her and hers with 
wholaom and heauenlie documents. For all that by the 
diuells secret working {vnfenowne to the hojie Abbesfe) and 12 
by gods secret permisaion (that posteritie mights leame 
how perillous it is for men and women, thoughe religious to 
he familiar or dwell so neei-e) tho?e habitations neere eache 
other, which were built for prayer, holie i-eading and other 16 
ghoatlie exercises, were tourued into places of feasting, 
tatlicg and wanton sporting. For which grieuous crimes, 
one of the monckes being a verie vertuoua man, and 
watching in prayers (who.'^e name was Adamnandb) his other 20 
fellowea then watching in ill occupations, or sleeping on 
both eares drousilie had reuealed vnto him, that ere long, 
that greate monasterie, which for the greatnea thereof was 
called a Towne, should be all consumed by fire, and made 2 1 
vtterlie desert : Which punishment came inst so to passe : 
But for the vertue of the holie Abbesso, which was nothing 
witting thereof, it was deferred vntill she was dead. By 
■which example is it made moste appai-ent, how peiilloua the 28 . 
cohabitation of women and men is, allthough they be holie, 
and what miseries ensue thereby ; by which also euerie one 
may learne, how ten-ible god is in his counsells, that 
wliome he maJe begin in apii'it, for their negligence and 32 
want of due custodie, chaste fearo and watchfullnes, he 
permitted to end, and perhaps to perish in fiesh. The 
holie mother £bda, after that she was full of vertuea and 
yearss, departed out of thys life, the yeare of our 36 
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Kedemption : G33 ; reatiBg etierlastinglie with Christ, and 
ehyning wilh miracles here on earthe./ 



Tiie life of S! Ethddred or Audrie Queene and Virgin: 
t out of venerable Bede?- j She Jlounshed in the yeare ; 1 

674: 

* ffitlwIilWir or AuDEiE was daughter to Anna king 
of the East Angles (which were the people of Suffolke, 

( NoUTiiFOi^E and Caubhidgebhibe) a verie religious man, 
and moste notable in mynde and worke. She waR first ginen 
to wife to one Tonbeut Prince of the people of the fennes 
neere hy, then called Giruij, who dying verie sooiie, ehe was 

! giiien to EcGFRiriE, king of the English heyond Humber; 
with whome lyuing twelue yearea, she was glorious for 
contynuing in perpetuall virginitie, which she conserued, f 
aa Bishop Wiifeihb of blessed memorie tolde me asking c 

1 him the question, for that some did doubte of it, who eayd 
that himself was a moste assured witnesse of her 
virginitie ; in bo much that king Ecgfride promised him 
greate snmmes and possessions, if he could persuade the 

I Qaeene to vse matrimoniall companie with him : which he 
did, for that he knew the Queene loiied holie Wilpeide, 
none like. Neither may we distrust, but that this may be 
donne in our age ; whereas in the next age before many did ? 

■ the like, as vndoubted histories do witues ; which they per- 
formod hy the grace and gift of god, that promised to 
remayne with vs to the end of the worMe. And gods 
miraculous working that made her flesh not to eoiTUpt 

! after death, wrs assured token and proofe, that she had 
continued incorrupt and vndefiled by mans touch. She 
lyuing a long while with the king, as is sayd, did often 
and moste ernestlie beseeche him to permitte her to forgoe 

! the cares of the world, and in a monasterie to seme Christ 
her Lord onelie : which aft«r much adoe, when the liad 
F 2 



5 obtayned, she entei'ed iata the mnnasterie of Ebba sfore- 
sayJ, who was tlie Aunt of her husband Ecgfbidb. In 
that Abbie situated in the place called the towne of 
CoLUDE, she receiued the religious veile and weede, at the 
handes of the aforenamed Wilfrid, After a yeare com- 
ploate, she became Ahbesse in the region or territorie called 
Elge, (now Elie) : where building a monastei'ie of virgins, 
dedicated to god, this their mother and virgin began to be 
a patteriie and document of beauenlie conuersation and a 

■ leader to eternall life. Of whome they relate, that from 
the first entrance into the monasterie, she iieuer would vse 
lyunen cloathes, but onelio wollen, and Terie aeeldome botte 12 
bathes, vnlesse towards greate solemnities, as Ester, 
Pentecost and Epi|ihanie, nnd then would she wash her 
self last, after she had with her seruunts attended on her 
fellow virgins, while they washed. Sieldome did she feedo IG 
aboue once a day, vnlesse nn greate solemnities or when 
sicknes or such like necessitie vrged her. From the time 
of mattins or night-meeting vntill day, would she continue 
in the Church at prayer. They report also that by the 20 
spirite of Prophecic, she foretolde the plague wliereof she 
her self should dye, and also how manio of her monasterie 
should dye by the same pestilence, which openlie she pro- 
nounced, all being present. She was taken hence seuen 24 
yeai'es after she h^d beena Ahbesse, all her compatiie being 
aboute her ; and as she commauded, she was buried in the 
midst of her fellowes departed as her tnrne came, and that 
in a woodden coffine. For succepsoup in that ofEce of 2S 
Ahbesse she left Sexbubge her sister, who had beene wife 
to Ebcohbebt king of Kent. After that she had betine 
buried sixteeoe yenres, her sister Sexburqb tooke vp her 
bodie, and purposed to translate her bones into the Church 32 
within, a new coffine. Wliereuppon she commanded some of 
the brethem to go seeke a stone, whereof they might make 
her a CofSne : They taking boate (for that Elie is natu- 
rallie enuironed with waters and felines) came to a certatne 36 
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desolate litis Ciltie called Grandecester then, (now 
Grantome,) wliere withoute the wallee of the towne they . 
found a coffioe of white marble, verie finelie made, with 

4 the couer of the same stone lying on it ; whereby per- 
ceyuing that god had prospered their iournie, they gining 
tbankea brought it to the mooasterie. And when the ! 
boJie of this holie virgin and spouse of Christ was taken ■ 

8 vp into the iighte, it was founde moste incorrupt, as if she 
had beene buried that day ; so did holie Wilfrid, with 
many other that knew the thing, gine testimonie ; And of 
more certaine knowledge Wiis Cinifhid the physicion, wont 

3 to tell ; who being present both at her departure, and when c 
she was taken vp, eayd that when she lay sicke, she bad a c 
greate swelling vnder her arme pitte, 'and they willed Hie e 
(said he) to catte the swelling, and so to lett out the ille 

i humour in it ; which when I had donne, she seemed two 
dayes after to me somewhat amended, bo that many hoped 
she would recouer ; but the third day, being agaiue pressed 
with her former griefes, she'was also sodainlie taken out 

) of the worlde, changing all paine and death into perpetual! 
health and life: And when after so many yeares, her 
bones were to be eleuated out of her sepulehre, and ti 
pauilion being spreadd ouer head, all the congregation of 

t religious brothers and siatera stood aboute singing, the men 
on the one side, the women on the other, and the Abbesse 
with some few were entred into the Sepulcher, to take vp 
the bones, soddainlie we heard the Abbesse within crie 

( with cleare and open voice ; ' Our Lords name be glorified ' ; 
and after a. litle while they called me into the Pauilion, 
opening the doie thereof to me, where being entered I 
beheld the bodie of the holie virgin of god, now taken vp, 

; and layd in a bed, seeming as if she were asleepo ; and re- 
mouing the couering on her face, they shewed me also the 
wounde, which by my incision had beene made, but now 
cured and whole, in so much that (verie meruailouslie) for 

; the wide and gaping wuunde that T made, and wherewitb 
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she was buried, there was onelie now reraayning and to be 
seene, a verie fiue eigne and smali marke of the sairre or 
ind healed.' Moreouer all the lynnen clothes, whereiQ 
the bodie was wrapt, appeared intire, incoiTupt, and so new, 
as thoughe that verie daye, they had beene putt aboute her 
clmste bodie. They report farder, that when she was 
sfflicted with that swelling, and with paine of her cheeks 
and cedke, she did much delight io that kinde of in- 
firmitie, and vsed to say : ' I know well that I am deseruedlie 
vexed with this payne of my necke, for that (I romember) 
being a yong wench, I wore thereon superHuoua weightes, 
of iewells and tablets. And I beleeue that they for'^ the 1 
Bupei'nall pietie of god, would haue me grieued in my 
necke, that thei'eby 1 may be absolued from the falte of 
miperflitous leiiitie, whiles now I endure in my necke rednes 
and burning of swelling, for my golde and precious stones, 1 
then and after wome thereon.' By the touching of 

=■ those clothes of hers, were diuella expelled from possessed 
bodies, and diuerse infirmities were cured likewise, Againe 
the coffine wherein she first lay, hath (as is related) cured ' 
some of their sore eyes. For putting their heads to it, 
and praying withali, they haue some beene deliiiered of 
their paine, others of their dj'mnesse of sight. Taking vp 
therefore the bodie, and putting new garments on it, they ■ 
brought it into the Chiirche, they placed it in the new 
stone colfine, founde as was sayd before, where it is at this 
day in greate veneration nnd honour; And it was a 

r memaile to see, how fitte that cofBne of white marble whb I 
for her, as if it had beene framed of purpose for her, and 
the place cutt for the head seiierallie was made so iust for 
her' head as could be deuised. This Elie was belonging to 
the prouince or territorie of the East Angles of whomo '• 
she was by birth : wherefore this Feruant of Christ desired 
to haue her monasterie there, within her natiue contrie.' 
T/iiu far S^, Jiede. 

The Catalogue of English saiuteM, hath this more not to l 




THE LIFE OP a' KINESBtlUGE AND KIKESWIDE, 

be neglected. Wlien she was mai-ied to her first Iiuaband 
Prince Toubert, and wns in her mariage bed chamber, 
knowing that her husband would quicklie follow after, and 

4 fearing leste she miglit be putt from her holie purpose of 
perpetuiiU chastitie, she betooke her self to earnest prayer 
with teares beseeching god to protect her, and yielding 
her eelf whollia into his migbtie and mercifull handes, 

8 withall came the Prince, and looking into the chamber, he 

espieth it all light and flaming like fier; whei^fore retii'ing 

backe through admiration and feare, he culled to her and 

sayd, ' Thinke not good Ladie that I will abuse thee, for thy 

13 Lord is thy protector.' 



and Ahhesse, Kinesvnde 
(er ealleth the tivo firal 
They Jiourislted ahovte 

e daughters to Penda., 



Tlie life qf holie Kineshurge Quit 
and Tihbe. MaC/ieui Westm 
KiTHgdride and Kiiieswitlte. 
i the yeare 666: / 

Stinesbiirse and ki^eswidi 

a Pagan thoughe king of Mercia, holie ehootes of a dead 
stoeke or truucke, and not they onelio but three or fowre 

( sonnes also kings succeeding him; whereof Peada was the Scei 
eldest and first christian king of that realme, Wduheee 
the second and father to holie Webburge virgin, the third 
Mekwald father to holie Milboege, the fourth Ethelhed, 

. all moste christian and good Princes. KiNEasuRGE being 
ioyned in mntrimonie, yet she Hoone forsooke her kinglie 
marriage bed, for single and chaste life. For getting her 
king and husbands consent, they with mutuall deuotion, iiari 

; did after attend vpon Christ lyuing as brother and sister, mau 
seruing in spirite not in fleshe. She withall did take the ^™ ' 
holie veile and entered into religious profession there 
consecrated vnto Christ : which she perfoi-ming, forthwith 

I Dukes and Princes daughters flocke vuto her, desiring to 
follow ber in religious life vnder her teaching anil gouerne- 
ment, whome she receyuing, as she was her self a glasse o 
myrrour of all holynesse, i 



) did she frame and instruct 




P MS. peU- 
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them, teaching them to lone Christ in perfect manner. 
Her monasterie was at thefirat in a place called Cobmunsr, 
but afterwards it was called Cahtbr, two miles from Petek- 
3 the sixt day of march, the soleinne memorie 
of these holie virgina was wont to be celebmted. Thia 
i famous actes aa of diuerse others, the barbai'ous 
furie of the Danes did abolish, bnming all aiich monuments ; 
wherefore this litle must serue, to eoniecture the rest by. 
Her sister Kineswide being yong, and beholding her 
glorious behftuiour and gouernment of the virgins of 
Christ, was not a litle kindled to imitate that puritie and 
perfection of seruiog Chnst ; whereupon when she was 
manageable, and desired to wife by Ofpa king of the East 
Angles, she wishing rather to conserue her virginitie chaste 
vnto Christ, was by her brethren, what by promises and 
threats, much pressed and vrged to yield to that offer. / 
What refuge could this deuoute virgin of Christ hane for 
her saneguard) Trulie she could deuise none better, than 
to flye vnto the virgin of virgins, the mother of Christ : 
wherefore with erneat prayers and many teares, she be- 
seechetb her to helpe and to giue counEell what too doe. / 
The pittifull mother was readie at her chaste suppliants 
humble petition,^ appeared vnto her in gi-eate light and 
glorie, and comforting her, sayd, ' My aduise and wholsome 
counsaile is, that you keepe your self a virgin perpetuallie : 
for nothing is more healthfull or profitable, than to re- 
mayne in that puritie wherein you were borne. Nothing 
is more excellent, than to haue my Sonne for husband r 
Nothing more blessed and happie, than not to know the 
euila of corruption in this life, and in heauen to receiue the 
crowne of incorruptjon.' Kineswidb the virgin answei-ed 
with teares : ' But, Ladie what shall I doe, seeing all my 
kinne and friends haue opposed themseluea against me, 
being so aSected, and wnge warre vpon mo therefore! 
Deliuer me therefore O Ladie from the mire that I doe not 
sticke fast in it, and preseinie me from the snares, that nre 
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Ifiye^ to intrappe me.' Then sayd the mother of god to 
her, ' Do not weepe neitter be dismayed, I will pray my 
Eonne to helpe and keepe thee, and he shall speedilie, I 
4 doubt not, sane thee ' : and with that, she vanished away. 
The virgin being tlierewith encouraged, confidentlie aent 
the king this message r ' I beseeche you by the dreadfull 
name of Christ, doe not offer me any more force, vrge me 
8 not from Christ, I am his spouse, wherefore beware you 
iniurie not him, by iniurying me.' Offa receyuing that 
message, did moste willinglie giue ouer hia suite, ceasing 
to molest the virgin, and giuing her freedome to doe as 

12 pleased her, Nay more, he perceyuing such puritie and 
strange contempt of the worlde with all Mb delightes in so 
tender a mayd, was much mooed with I'emorse, and coc- i 
founded to consider himself so inthralled to the vanitie of '' 

16 the worlde, and a eeruant of his temporall kingdome, she l] 
with so sublime and noble mynde despising them all : * 
Hereupon and through her holie persuasion, be changed 
his loue to better, despised all earlhlie delightes, likewise 

20 forsooke his kingdome and contrie, for the loue of his 
celehtiaLl king and contrie, went to Rome with Kenred 
king of the Mekcians, and there became a monke ; so dying 
to the glorie and delight of this life, that he might lyua 

24 and enioye more happilie eternall coniforte and kingdome. 
And KiNESwiDE the holie virgin eutred into her sister 
KiNESBURGES luonasterie, and there in all spirituall watcli- 
fullues, expected the comming of Chiist her heloued in 

28 maiestie, prepared to meete him ; and so dying was buried 
in the same place. / 

The kinswoman of these two glorious women, whose s 
name was Tidbe lyued many yeares, recluse, or anacho- 

33 reticall life, and that in greate holines, and after died, and 
was buried in the same monaster! e with them. 



TJIE LIKE OP 



Of hulie Et/ielbw^e Qv 
Jlouriihed h 



I after a 1 
7TI 690 : / 



In». i,ta ffittlClimrBC a woman of noble linage and wife to Ine 
(^"^JiJii's oifl or Inas, king of the West Saxons, the founder of Glasteh- 4 
ittiiiiE, and first beatower of Peter pence vpon tlie sea 
Apoatolike. She was rather more noble of Christian mynde, 
than by corporall natiuitie, lyuing in pleastirea and lothing 
then), aloft and moste highe in the worlde, yet hartilie 8 
despising it ; in so much that sLe sought to abandon it 
wbollie, and to hide and abiect lier self for the lone of 
Christ 10 a monasterie : But as she desired that for her- 
self like a good woman, so did she wialie and labour to 12 
make her hnsbiinil partaker of the like perfection, like a 
moste louing wife. Wherefore she was emest in band 
siio r"- with him. a long time, to persuade him to forsake the 
hiiabFiiidin woi'lde, but could not by any meanes bring her pni'posB to Ifi 
world, ami. paese, till on a time the king and she lodging at a mannot 
deuicB place in the contiie she wonne bim by this wise deuiee. 

After that all pronision had beene made there for the 
receyuing of them and their tiayue in moste samptuoua 20 
manner that might be, as well in rich faroituro of hous- 
holde, aa also in cos tlie viands, and aU other things 
needfull or that might serue for pleasure, and soiouming 
there a while, they were thence departed, the Queene 2i 
EtheiiBurgk caused the keeper of that house to remoue all 
be;lding, hangings, and other furniture appertayning to the 
baautiiying of the house, and in place thereof, to bring 
ordure, straw and snub like filth, as well in the chambers 28 
and ball, ae into all the houaes of office : and that donne 
to lay a sowe with piggs in the place, where before the 
kings bed had stood. Hereuppon when she had intelli- 
gence that euerie thing was ordered according to her 32 
appoyntment, she persuaded the king to retourne thither 
agttine, feyning occasions greate and neceasarie. After he 



B' ETnELnUllCE QltEF.SE, 

was retoutTied to the place, which befo™ bcemed a palace 
of plcttsiire, and now founde it in fiucb a fllthie state, aa 
might lothe the stomatke of the beholder, she then tooke 

: occasion thereof to persuade him to the consideration of 
the vaine pleasures of thia worlds, which in a moment 
toumed to naught, together with the cori'uption of the 
flesh, being a filthie lumpe of claye, after it should onee be 

I dissolued by death hourclie to be feared ; And ia fine, 
where before she had spent much labour to moue him to 
renounce the worlds thoughe all in vaine, yet now the 
beholding of that change in his pleasant paliace, wherein Good Bighijj 

! so late he had taken so greate delighte, wrought such an than wdhIb, 
alteration in his mynde, that her wordes laatlie tooke effect t bnth w- 
So that he resigned the kingdome to his cousin Etuelard, 
and went himself to Rome as a poore pilgrime, and there insa left hi> 

i ended his life. Thus was '.his greate king after the con- nmi nmt la 
que^t of the Southsaxona, and many valiant aetes, better 
conquered by his godlie wife from the worlde, than he had 
reigned in the worlde, she alone gayning more to Christ, 

) than he had wonne on the enrtli, she subduing the subduer 
of men, to follow Christ, he onelie subiecting inferiour 
men to an other thoughe greate7' man ; And which was 
moste of all, she gayned him from the raiddst of all power 

I and pi ae wb by m e conqueroura and worthies 
peiishe th a by th de. And when die had thus 

ofler ed h VI 1 h I nd to Christ, she herself made 
oblat n f h If in th Abbie of Barking, becomming a pha hB- 

l Non B d aft A1 b and lastlie ended her mortal! nuuho. 

course with a better hope With what feruour trow you, 
did she follow Christ iu religion that in the worlde was so 
potent in spiriteJ how Kwiftlie did she runne when she 

i was disburdened and fi'ee from all worldlie impedimeutB, 
that amidst them ran ao fast t that was able not onelie to 
disuumber her self from soweigbtte and man ie allurements, 
bat to hale her husband out of them to follow ChriEt, the 

1 supreme king of kiMgs, in hnmilitie, ahiection, iind pouertie 




uSihtirfAd many hietories of the noble actes of English 
were burnt in the Danish incui'sions, they setting 
fire on all books the; could meete with, and whereas the 8 
holie bishops Dunstane, Ethelwolde, and Elphegus, haue 
giuen singular testiinonie of this virgins holynes, declaring 
: greate worthinos and venerable renowne, albeit her 
particular actes and memorable recordes did perish with 13 
many others, yet their generall commendation and i 
rend memorie of her, miiy giue greate conjecture of her 
notable life and rare vertiies, such wise anJ perfect i 
not easilie giuingtermes or names, but according to the inst 16 
value and qualities of the things named or commended. 8ha 
succeeded nest in the regiment of the Nonnerie of Barking 
to bolio Ethelburge, the first foundresse thereof, after 
whome also she is accounted second in holines. Three 20 
blynde women on a time came to this monasterie, to be- 
Eeeche the helpe and patronage, of three holie virgins there 
deceased, and famous for holines, to wepte, Eteelburge, 
UiLDELiTHA and WuLFHiLD, by which three aaints, the 24 
faithfull biynde persons wei'e cured, but euei'ie one by diuei se 
of them- This monasterie is knowne to be the treasure as 
it were of so many saintes, that many times the heauens 
haue appeared open ouer it, to declare before-hand, what 28 
glorie the bodies there should in time possesne, by shewing 
the claritie and brightnes of the soules then presentHe 
reigning in heauen. Moreouer in the time when ST Edudnd 
the king of the East Anglos was martyred, was this hohe 32 
fjiuiilie, the diiughtevs with their mother or Abbesse, all 



tnmt by the Danea, the virgin mother comforting and 
encouraging her fellow virgins, in the midst of the flamea 
and moulteu leadd running on them, constantlie to espect i 
I by short patience, (he palmo nnd crowne both of vii'ginitie 
and ttiaa'tjrdome presentlie to eoane. / 



T/ie i:/e of S', Cuthlurge Qut 
the yeare : 



and Virgin ; aboute 
■■/ 



3 ClltftfttlVflC daughter -mto Kekhede of the blond roj'aH 
of Westsaxonn, from her yong yeares soughte to please 
Christ ; At the fame of whoso Tertue and beautie, many 
tinge and nobles were inGamed with her loue ; but she 

2 delighting in the spirituall embracings and loue of Christ 
auoided the sight of men. Notwithstanding Aifbide king 
of NoBTBUMBEES sent Embaasadours to her brother king 
Inas, requesting her to wife ; her brother proposed to her 

J king Alfrides request, to which the holie virgin answered 
and sayd, 'My Iiord and good brother Ina9, if I may be 
permitted to lyiie to my owne lyking, I will neuer marie 
mortall man, but adhere to Christ alone ; but if I be com- 

1 pelled, I can not resist yowj" power ; yet I trust in my 
L d that llthoughe I be deliuered to a man, Christ will 
d 1 u h spouse and preaerue her vndefiled.' For all 
tl t h W13 betrothed to king Alfhide and married, 

^ a d wh he was come to her wedding bed chamber 

u t her self with her whole hart to her Lorde, she 

prayed saying. '0 my Lord thou knowest that I baue 

chosen thee onelio for my loue and husband, to thee haue 

j I vowed my self from my youth, thee haue I liked aboue 
all things ; Wherefore aweete Lord keepe safe that which is 
thine ; defend thy portion and vouchsafe me to be tearmed 
thy spouse ; powre into the harte of my earthlie husband 

t thy good spii'ite, whereby he may despiae the allurementB 
of the flesh and world, and assent vnto me, in this purpoasfl 
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ot cliastitie ' : And when she was alone with the king in 
his chnmher, she talketh to him in this manner. ' My Lord 
and my king, I beseeche thee doe not despise the godlie 
counsell of thy handmayd. This world paa^eth away, and 
oil the delightes and desires thereof, why then should we 
lone that which shall vanish away so cleane and quicklie, 
as if it had not beene. And whereas they that sowe in 
flesh shall reape onelie corruption, but they that sow in 
spii-it, shall reape incorruption and etemall life, therefore 
let vs liue in cha'ititie of bodie and puritie of hart, that 
contemning vile pleasure and momentaneous delighte, we 
may receyue in heauen vnmeasurable and vndeeajable 
ioyes,' The king being delighted with the wise discourse 
of his spouse, and smelling thereby that she had purposed 
to line a perpetuall virgin, willinglie assented vnto her, 
yielding her free power to seme Christ alone. Wherefore 
building herself a monasterie at Winburne, in the honour 
of the B: Virgin, there with other virgins did she serne 
God in fastings and prayers, giuicg no rest to her bodie, 
and humble and meeke to alL And at last knowing her 
death to bo at hand she called her sisters aboute her, 
giuing them wholsome admonitions and counsell : adiiisiog 
them to be myndefull of their calling, and to waike warilie, 
redeeming the time for that the dayes are euill : She 
exhorteth them to consider the deceits of the worlde, 
which they had forsaken, and not in hart to retourne 
backe againe into ^gipt, but with all cuatodie and wateh- 
fullnes to keepe their hartea moste studiouslie to please 
Christ in all things, to whomo they had consecrated 
themselues, that so they might deserue to be loued againe 
of him and crowned : And after that she had receiued her 
holie TiATicuM or voiage foode the last of August, she 
departed this life to enioye her beloued Lord and Sauiour 



The life of S'. Withhwge Virgin about the ytare: 650: 
Sll(0 holie virgin ■Witobithge was daughter to Akna 
king of the East Angles, and Biater to ST Audkie and 

■ Sexbiiuge Queenea aboue mentioned, whose puritie of soiile 
(written monuments and records fayling) her bodie did 
testifle aboundantlie. For it being taken vp three hundred 
Iiftie and fowre yeares after her decease, was founde iutire ii 

i and incorrupt. Her monasterie waa at Derh4m, which y 
she herself built, and in it receiued her monasticall weede : ;, 
where after she had spent her dayes in greate holines, she t. 
rested in Christ. Fiftie fiue yearea after, lier corps was 

i found KO Eounde and fj-ee from, all corruption, together 
witli her gnrinents thereon, as if they had beene then 
interred, \'^'heu the Danishe furie wasted England and 
perturbrd all estates, the virgins of her monaaterie were 

3 chased out thence, and it left desolate, and afterward 
it became a paiishe, which to thie day with his name 
remayneth in Northfolke. S' Etdelwolde bishop of 
Winchester in king Edgars time, repayring the Abbie 

) of Elie defaced by the Danes, adioyned the Abbey of 
Derham vnto it : and the yeare 974 : by that holie 
Bishops procuremect {as it seometh) her bodie waa trans- 
lated by the Abbot Ebitiinote from Derham to her sister 
Etheldreds bodie at Elie./ 



Tlis life of holie Inihware^ Virgin and martyr: abouta 
tlte yeare : 700 : / 



^f|{d Tiigin ISTUWABE 
man, as by her owne 



well borne and an Engliahe 
e is coniectiired, and by her 
sistera mimes which were 8' Eadware, S! Wilgith, and 
St Sidewlla, all as well vnited in singular hoHne,=se, as 
conioyned by vnitie of bloud and btrthe. This Inthwahb 
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l''g. Angl. lior n 



3 luthw 



was giuen moste studioualie to all vertues, albeit Ijuing in 
ter fathers house, and ia intertayBiug and soruing pilgrimea 
moBte coxefull p-nd obsequious. Her father being dead and 
she much enuied by a. wiclied stepmother, by her fraude 4 
and malicious deuice, her owne brother named Bana was 
made beleeue, that this hia sister Inthwake was an harlott ; 
whereuppon he in a rage slew her with hia owne handes, 
as she cnme from seruing god in the Church ; But gnd S 
testified her bolinea and chastitie presentlie with a strange 
miracle : For she hauing her head cutt of, did afterward 
with her owne handes, take vp hor head and carried it to 
the Chwrch, whence she came : and withall in the same 12 
place, where she was killed there Kprong a lyuelie 
fountayne : And not with these onelie, but with diuerse 
moe miracles, did god iuatifie and raagnifie her dead, who 
had beene by men so slandered, iniuried, and disgraced 16 



Tiie life of S! FridcswMe Virgin ahoute the lec 



; 7i\i:/ 



J^OllC Friseswise was daughter to one Didane, a. pettie 
Prince and Safeide his wife, both religious persons and 20 
dwelling at Osford. This happie branch of that vertuoua 
stemmo being shott vp beyond infancie, began to attempt 
workes of maturitie, and rare piette, refrayning sloepe, 
vntill oppressed after long enforcing she must needes yield 24 
nature her due ; yet that was on the bare grounde, whereon 
allso she lay allwayes prostrate when she prayed : Her 
bodie she allowed but such like short and simple foode, 
stanching hir hunger with herbea and baiUe hredd, and 28 
her thirst with onelie water. By these priuate proofes of 
her self, she prepared her self to a higher profession, tjjat 
I is monasticall profession, which she earnestlie seeking, and 
her vertuous parents gladlie assenting, obtayned her holie 32 
desire, and was inuested with religious weede, at whose 
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example other twolue soble virgina being prouoked and 
isfLamed did in like masuer forgoe the werlde, and in. 
reguLxr life of monaaticall institution follotred Christ. 

- There did she fast and pray wiili greate importunitie, 
bowing her knees an hundred timea a. day in prayer, and 
a.s often euerie nighte. The diuell enuying these tec 
vertuoua studies, thought to supplant her, wherefore 

I taking a companie of his like liers, he takoth on him the 
shape of Christ, and of a number of bright Angella aa it 
were attending on him, and in this fayned forme of glorie 
appeared vnto the virgin and sayd ; ' My beloued spouse 

1 hitherto I haue beheald and liked thy vertuous behauiour 
and loue towards me, wherefore come now ray deare and 
receiue this immarcessible crowne which thou hast deserued, 
embrftce my feete which thou hast so longed for, and adore 

i me prostrate, for to this end haue I now appeared vnto 
thee, that worshipping me in this thy mortall bodie, 1 may 
translate thee to immortal! tie.' The virgin of Christ being 
endued with her true beloueds spirit, vnderstood well who 

' this counterfett Christ and his retinew was, wherefore 
embouldened in her Lord, she sayd to the iiend : 'What 
meanest thon miserable wretch, to promise that which thy 
self lackest nor canst any wayes obtaine, throughe thy 

I eseeeding pride : I had beene partaker with thee in per- 
dition, had not my Sauiour Chcist his grace preuented me, 
and deliucred me from that dinger, and brought me into 
hope of his happie presence and kingdome : he ia the 

i beginning, he is the end of my wayes anil hopes ' : With 
these and such like humble answer the Enemie was putta 
to flighte, yet albeit in his owne person he could not 
preuaile, he hoped by some impe or member of his to ouor- 

! throw her. Hereuppon he incensed one Alqae a litle 
Prince, and sette him on fire wilh loue of the virgin, which 
donne this Prince addi-esseth messengers to her, to will 
her to come to him, or if she refused, to bring her perforce : 

I who being ouer i ui port u ante, and vrging Iheir Lordes disire 



of CLllst 



TDE LIFE OF b! FRIDESWIDE. 

and will so egrelie, that they would needea force her to 
come to their sicke souei'aine, God iu defence of his sponse 
stroke them with blyndnea ; whereat they acknowledging 
their fnulte, and crauing the virgins fauor, she besought 4 
her Lord and saniour, who presentlie restored them their 
Bight. For all this the Prince nothing relenting his furie, 
God willed tho virgin by his Angell to flie thence, and so 
Bttue her from the danger that was imminent. She did 8 
HO, wherefore taking two sisters for her companions, away 
she hied her. After ■nhich presentlie came Algab in 
person to Oxford, threatening to rase the tittie if they 
deliuerod her not to him; for he imagined them priuie to 12 
her escape. Bat when he came thus mynded to the gate, 
he was striken hlynde, and thus was his hotte pnrsuit 
frustrated. After three yeares, the virgin retourned to 
Oxford againe, where meeting a poore man, horribiie IG 
payed with the leprosie and kissing him, he was forthwith 
cured. After that being admonished by gods Angell of 
the day of her dpath, she kindled within her all her 
spiritual! lampea and with those ghostlie lightes expected 20 

- the comming of her beloued. The day of her decease being 
come, S! Catherin and ST Cecilie, wliome she had in 
especiall reuerenee appeared vnto Ler, to whome she sayd 
with audible voice; 'I come my Ladies I come,' and with 2t 
that she gaua vp her blessed gboste : withall forthwith the 

a house was all replenished with wonderfull light sent from 
heauen, and such a aweete odoriferous sauour ensued, and 
that BO abonndantlie, that all the towne was filled withall. 23 
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! Walhiirge Virgin : kJio flourislied about 
ilte yeixre : 746 ; 



SltlCV that BoNiFACius that fnmous english Monek, had 
conuerted the Germane nation, and was placed in the See 33 
of Mesz, sondrie of his contrie fuiloived him, amongst 
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ivhome were holie Willebhord ami Winnebold brothers, Herticiaad 
and their no lesse religious sister AValbukge, amoste chaste Bhcwmii luto 
spouse of Christ : The first of which was made Bisliop of 
i EiSTBTES, the other brother giuing himself wholUe to 
Christa seiiiice in monasticall profession, liued moste 
holilie all his dajea in a. place called Hydenhesin' • : where f r.neiaen. 
after that he had gayned manie to lyue vcrtuouslie by his "'■J''*"- 
8 saintlie conuersation, he went viito his Lord, to receiue hie 
crowne. He being dead, his sister Walburge, the glorie 
of her femioiue soi, shewed her self a patterne of holinesse, ricr vtrtuo. 
to all that knew her ; For she was now Ahbesee of the 

1 2 monasterie of virgins at Hydeshebin", and a notable 
gouernesse,' so whotlio elenated towards heauen by con- 
templation and prayer, that whatsoeuer she asked of God, 
she obtayred it. It happened once that when she retouraed 

16 from the Church at euen, Gunwald the Cuitoa, would giuo 
her no lighte; She nothing moiied at that iniurie when 
she came into the common place of rest or Dorter, sod- 
daynlie there shyned such elaritie of L'ght, that all her Liphl from 

20 eisters allmosto amazed with admiration, came running to toiwr, 
her with greate exultation, certifying her of that exceed- 
ing lighte. She thereat bursting into teares, with her 
handes and eyes lift vp to heauen sayd : ' I thanke thee 

21 my Lord lesua Christ moste hartilie, that hast vouch- 
safed to comfort me, thoughe vnworthie with this 
lighte, and wit hall hast remued and quickened the 
mindes of thy handmaydes my sisters.' When vpon Ler 

28 brother 'Winnidolds death she was Bomewbat immo- 
deratlie greeueil, to Tnbuvden somewhat her mynde from 
sorrow, going out of the monasterie, she came to the 
house of a certaine riche man, who not knowing her bub 

.^3 deeming her some pilgrime or strange woman, feared 
le^te his dogges would haue runne on her, and torne her ; 
She nothing afeard of the dogs, tolde him that she was 
Walburge, and entering into his house, requested him to' Bbe Uiieib 

CG lodge lior in that chamber, where his daughter lay sicke ftiMout. 
a 2 



allmoate vnto deatb. They heai-ing of their ddughtera 
Bodaine sieknes and crjing oute for Boi'fowe, the virgin 
Walburge went into the forenamed chamber, where she 
prayed oU that night for the health of the mayd, and on 4 
the morning following, she presented her whole vnto lier 
parents. They for so grcate a miracle rendering greats 
thankea vnto God, ofTeted also greate gifts to the holie 
virgin, w/ii'eh she would not receiue, but desiring to please 8 
Christ onelie, retouined to her monasterie, giuing her self 
to so mueh the more straight life, by how much more 
she felt her self fauoured of god. At length when she 
was adorned with manyfolde vertues, she departed this life 12 
eiflenih. like a conquerour, and her bodie was moste honourablie 
capCT. buried in her monasterie. OnoAHiua ^ that was bishop of 
eriioiiiaby EiSTETEN next after WrLLEBROUD, was admoniahed by an 
inaert loiiB assured vision, that he should trausferre the bodie to the 16 
monasterie of Evsteten, which he did : and the yeare 
of our Lord ; 893 ; AitNULPnE being Emperour, the 
sepulcher wherein OncARrus had placed her being opened, 
there happened a miracle not of ordinarie wonder, and 20 
whereof there were moste euident testimonies, which was 
rtmngB as followeth. There was a certaiuc mayde named Frideuide, 
arte. who was a dilligent and dutiful! aeruant to one Ederanke 

and his wife : This careful! soruaot sodainlie fell eicke 24 
and was tormented with intollerable paines, and when the 
excesse of her griefo somewhat remitted, she became so 
greedie of meate, that no store thereof could fill her famine: 
yet could she not stand on her feete ; so that now her 23 
parents tooke perpetual! matter of sorrow by her : At length 
when the rauenous hunger did more increase, so that she 
was despayred of, they broughte her to the Church of S' 
Waiburqe, where she praying three daycs together veiie 32 
eamestlie, to the greate ioy of her parents, recouered the 
vse of lior fcete ; Her maister and mistresse hearing 
thereof came thither and offered her to the perpetual! 
seruice of S'; WALDLrnGE : At that time one Hcbih was 36 



:e of the Nonnerie, who refusing to receiue her, 

. few dayea sent Ler home to her maiater and 

rinistresae pei'fecllie sounde, But as Booao oa she was 

4 come home, her oldo disease latelie cnred seized on her 

againe, in such vehement manner that she was forced to be 

sent baoke to the monostorie, where presentlie she was 

healed of her giiefe, but her raueniioug hunger remayned ; 

8 Wherefore sho heiog much ashamod, opened vnto the Sister, 

that had charge of such matters of the house named 

Theiltild, her disease. She pittying her afflicted case, 

obtayned of one Mundus a Priest, a peece of holie bread, 

12 which she gaue her to eate : w/ii'ch as soone as she had 

tasted, she perceiued her raueaicg so sensiblie to vanish 

away, that for the space of allmoste halfe a yoare, she 

could eate nothing hut a litle cheese, nor drinke but a 

16 litle milke : Afterward all desii-o of foode was so whollie 

extinguished in her, that if she had taken any foode, she 

must forthwith vomite it vp againe. All admired hereat, 

and iustlie suspected some fraude lurking : in so much that 

20 they forced hoc to feede after tiio manner of others. She 

thereuppon that she might not seeme to contemne others or 

preferr herself, tooko some of the smallest sorte of eider ; 

but presentlie she cast it vpat her eyas and nostrills with 

24 such violence that she was bereft of her sight, and made 
atarke-blinde. This strange case being brought to the 
Bishops eares, he as others had donne before, suspected 
leste she were deluded by some cunning of the subtill 

25 Jiuell, and that by some secret conueyance, she had meate 
putt into her. "Wherefore by the aduice of his friends, he 
committed her to the custodie of a moste religious Priest, 
willing >iim to watch her moate dilligentlie, whether she by 

33 any guile had deceiued others : but after carefull triall, she 
was found to vse no fraude, for whole three yearea together, 
without any mcate or drinke taken, she did hor tasks and 
worke as the other sisters ; and as often as she receiaed the koIa 

30 heauenhe bread of life, she was presentlie molested with 
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vomittitig, if presentlie after she Imd not taken a litle 
'his Bti'ftDge worke thought 1 good to sett downe, 
that we may le.irne, how easilie god can worke things 
surpassing our capioitie. After this Ekkesbald bishop of 4 
EiSTETES moued with greate deuotion towards tho holie 
virgin commanded her holie Eeliques to be digged vp, 
which were fonnde not onelie intire, but also bedewed with 
a BKall moisture, whence issued a moste fragrant sauour 8 
of incredible Bweetnes, and a litle peece of hor reliqnea 
being taken out, which was carried to the monasterie of 
MoKneiME, by the way gai;e health to a boy grieued with 
the falling sieknea ; An other that was contracted from his 13 
natiuilie, in Lis sleepe was willed by St, Walbuhga, to go 
to her Church where presentlie be was cured, and all his 
members made so strong, that all his life after he was of 
greate miglite, and serued god in that Churche. There 16 
chanced of lato a raeruailous thing, which vnlesae it were 
testified by many witnesses, it would seeme to many scarce 
credible. "When many fiocked to the Church of holie 
Walbuege, one amongst the rest being in a Pilgi'ims attire 20 
prayed moste earnestlie, and with such attention of minde 
and perseuerance that all admired him. This man tolde a 
strange thing, and which maketh greatlie to the glorie of 
this virgin. For tho yeare past when a cruell famine had 24 
taken away many a miin, two that were in gi'eate want, to 
auoyde that calumitie thought to leaue their contrie ; and 
as they went on their way, a thii'd person offerred himself 
into tlieir corapanie : They aakirg him whether^ he was 28 
going, he tolde them, ' to ST Walbubge, for deuotion sake ' ; 
' So do we,' said the other, 'to pay our vowes which we haue 
made to the holio virgin." "Whereupon that their ioui'nie 
might be more comfortable, and also moi-o safe, they 32 
accepted of tho lone mans companie. When throughe 
trauaile and fasting they wased hungrie, they sate downs 
all three to refresh their hnngrie bodies ; and when they 
had filled their bellies with meate and di'inke, they gaue ZG 




IhemseliieB all to sleepe a while. The two perceiuing the 
thiiii to be fast a.^leepe, fall ipon him, and mosto cruellie s 
murder him. They after the slaughter heiiig verie ansious J' 

: itt myntle what they should doe ivith the dead bodie, at last » 
one of them, tooke him on his shoulders, and thought to ti 
cast it into some by-place, where no man should come. 
But see the ■woader ; when he would haue cast him from of 

i his bacfee, he felt the bodie to be so fast clasped to him by 
the armes of the dead man, that by no force or mighte, be 
could vnloose himself from it. What should the miserahle 
mansleyer doe now not able to conceale bis villanous deede 1 

' As he wandered vp and downc, one of hia friends happened 
to meete him : who beholding the ded bodie, and wondering 
thereat, askud the other that carried it, ■whence he faccamo 
so loaden. He trusting him as hia friend, toldo him the 

1 whole troth, praying him withall to haue pittie of his 
miserable case. His friend forthwith drew out his sword, 
and attempteth to hacke the armes in peeces that clasped 
Iho murderer aboute so fast, that so he might deliuor his 

> friend from, that ignominie. Then might you see a new 
and moste wonderfull miracle. Por as soono as he touched i 
the armes of the dead bodie to cutt them of, he himself was 
ioyned moste fast to them both, so that he could not 

I separate nor vnlose himself from them. Wherefore 
touched with repentance and lamenting for his sinnes 
committed, he conuerted himself to god by humble 
prayer, beseeching him at leaste for the merits and inter- 

i cession of ST Walburge virgin, to haue mercie on him; and 
withaJl ernestlie beseeching holie Walbubces patronage aad 
holpe, he was losed from that horrible conjunction, so that 
he could goe where he listed. For all this he left not the 

i miserable murderer still holden, but followed him to the 
banke of PiHENE, where the wretch being werie of his 
burden and abame, flong himself hedlong with the dead 
bodie sticking to him into the Bluer, But the Eheno not 

3 enduiing the horrible murderer, presentUe cast him vp to 
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the shore. The other heholding this, was thereat terriUie 
frighted, yet reioycing at his owne deliuerie departed from. 
Lim ; with tenres bewayling tho ■wretches miaerie, and 
comming with greafe speede to the monaaterie of S! Wal- 4 
BUKOE, he tohle openlie what had h/ippened. Also the 
vnhappio homieiile did often attempt to come to the Church 
of the hoHo virgin, hut he was not ab!e to approche to it or 
the hoiindes thereof; that ali men may thereby playnlie 8 
perceiuo, with how horrible a crime he had intangled 
himself, that was repelled so favre of from her Churcho. 
Many saw this miserahle wretch so loaden, with the filthie 
carcasse of the dead bodie : wherefore none may iustlie 12 
doiihte of the vepitio thereof. These miracles rehearsed 
were wroughto after the eleuation of the B : Virgin 
"Walbuboes bodie, and are anrelie greatlie to be meruailed 
ati yet in suudrie places els in the tingdome of France, 16 
which are famous for her reliques there honoured, momiraclcs 
are wrought and more strange, hy the powre of oui' Lord 
Iesds, who lyueth and reigneth withoute end. Amen. / 



27ie li/e of S: Wem/ride Yii-gin and Martyr: Whoms I 20 
tupjmse to liaite beene about this age of 800 ; and 700 : 
albeit euident proof e if her time as yet I finde not. / 
Certaine it is she v,-as b'/ore Urn Conquest and since the 
Jiritans were driuen into Walea, and mhen some 24 
Paganisme was amongst them, which seemeth not to 
have heene at their first comming ihitker, Klien l!iey 
onelie possessed it and were Christians : all which was 
afUr 600. 23 

]3(IIU0 a vcrle holie man was o£ tho West parte of 
Beittasib, who leaning his contrie soile, chose Toluntarilia 
to be poore and of monasticall profession ; wherein he so 
profited, that he prouoked sotidrie others to follow his 32 
vertuous example, and for them erected diuerse chui'ches 
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bdJ houses, wbci-cia tiifiy might attend on their Lords 
Eeiuice our Sauiour Christ. Aft-cr tliig tbo holio uian was 
admonisiied by goi3, to leaue liis abode there with hi3 

4 religious brethren : Wherefore deporting thence he came to 
a certayne potent personage, whose name was Tiiesith ; 
beaeeching him to grante him a peece of gronnde, whereon 
he might build a Churehc, and therein pi'ay for him the 

8 giner of that benefit, The noble man yielded veto hia 

desire, and beside his grant of gronnde, he more commended 

vnto his education and instruction, his onelie daughter 

WENEfaiDB. "Who after that she had long listened 

12 attentiuelie to hor religioaa maisters preaehings and 

teachings, she openeth her mynda voto him, and tolde him shorowoiii 
that she had rosolocd, to forgoe tlie riot and pleasure of TutoCiirirt. 
the worlde, and to dedicate her virginite vnto Clirist : 

IG wherefore she besought the reuerecd man, to worke her 
parents in Buch m^Tnuer, as that they would agree 
thereunto. The proposition being made to them for her, 
their pietie was such, that they easilie assented, knowing 

20 themseluea more happie by ofEering vnto Christ, tbcir 
daughter a voluntnrie virgin, than rcceiuiog her a virgin by 
nature for the worlde, so prouing their greate Christian 
faith fertill in soule, as tliey had beeue in bodie by beai-ing 

24 her bodilie : nay more denoute in religion, than ordinaiie ; 
in yielding all vnto god ; for that they had no more to 
fructifie to this life. The holie virgin being thus fardered 
by her good parents well lyking ; hauing now no externall 

28 impediment to withholde her holie affection and studie, 
with all Bweetnes sucked vp and exhaled her maisters 
declarations and praises of her celestiull Loues escellencie 
and roialtie. After that she had in her fathers house, 

32 thus serued her heauenlie spouse, in bodie being in the 
worlde, hut in spirit witli her beloued aloft : one Sunday her 
parents going to Church, sho remayned at home : when !o 
king Alahds his sonae whoso name was Ckados 

30 steppeth into the house, and iinpudenflie vrgeth her to let 
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)iim LauQ liis pleasure of her. Slie to aaojde this Eodnina 
danger, feynetli tbat eho was rudelie arajed, and viiBeemlie 
attired for to baue conipanie with so greate a personage 
as he was. Wherefore she prayotlj him to expect, 4 
vntill she had fitted and foitted her seli more deceutlie. 
The yong man thinking that some reason, permitted her 
to goe to her cbamber, thinking she would hauo donne as 
he imagined, and then retonrned. But she as soone as she 8 
wiis gone from him, aeeretlie by a posterno gate stale airay, 
and ran with all speeds she could towards the Churche. / 
The impious Prince hearing that she was so slipt away, 
vunneth presentlie after her, and ouertaketh the innocent 13 
lambe, and he renewing has former £lthie suite, but she 
denying him, affirming that she was ioyned vnto Christ, 
wherefore she could not, neither would euer couple herself 
with man, the furious youtli raging at her answer, with 16 
his sword cuttes of her head : which falling to the earth, 
deserned of god to hnue a fountaine of water to spring in 
the phice, which to this day continuetb, and the head btUl 
tumbling downe the hill, came rowlling into tho Churche, 20 
where her maister and parents were : who being astonished 
at that sighto Eeuno tooke yp the head, and with it he 
goeth out to the homicide, moste sharplie reprouing him for 
the fact, and calling on god for punishment of so heynoua 2i 
a crime. Whereupon the yong man fell dedd to the 
ground, and in the view of all that were present, the 
hodie so sodainlie strokeu, melted as it were, and so 
vanished cleane out of sighte, as thoughe it had so slonck 28 
into hell with the soule thereof. But the holie head of 
the martyr deceased, Beuno kissed many times, and 
bronght it with the hodie to tho church: which when 
he had wrapped in his cloke, he went to Masse: which 32 
being absolued he decLires Tnto the people, how she had 
made a vow to our Lorde to dedicate her self vnto him, 
remote from the worldea societie, but by this speedie and 
vuexpected death, was hindered from putting it in effect ; 36 



wherefore lie requesteth all there present to aBsiat him 
with theii- prayevs to God for her. They wilUnglie yielded, 
and when ioyntlie they hnd all boKonght gods mercie for 

i her, she reuiued and was whole ; hor Lead fast reimiled to s''" '"ul 
har bodie, eo that ouelie remiiyned a litle scmre, like vnto 
a white threed, coiapassing the necke aboufe, denoting 
oneUe the cutte thus made but now healed, and testifying 

3 gods migbtie worke, not reiei'iiing any pnine or mayme to 

the bodie. Vpon this white maike which in "Welch is called wiience 
Wes, tiiey Efty she was called Wenefjiide, being before neiMda. 
named Bheu.va, as the Brifcans record. The stones of that oftiiosti 

^ fonntaine or well of 8^ Wenkfride, which sprang where t^jwoit 
her bloud was shedJ, as well on the banke as in the water, 
seeme all besprinkled with hloud : and the mosse growing or 
cleaning to those atones is odoriferous and verie aweete, some- 

3 what like frankincense. At these miracles the people there 
neere abont-e were so moued, that they thereuppoo reeeyued 
the faith. But the virgin tooke at Bednos hands the holie 
reile of jirofessed virginitie, and gained many Tirgina mo pharefq 

' to follow her in that chaste and religious purpose. "Whome ,,TOf'B^ 
after that she had instructed in all regular discipline, and "^'' " 
had shewed her self a patterne of all perfection (her maister 
seruing our Lord some fiftie miles of from her) she was ad- 

■ monished by god, to goe seeke oute one Satuesus : who 
directed the virgin to a, place called Witheeiack, where 
she founds Elebics a man of greate holj-nesse, who made 
her gouernesse ouer an other Coiaent of virgins : "Whome 

' after that she had instructed religiouslie in Christs lone 
and sertiice, she there ended her life, and was buried neere 
ST Chebee and Sesase flourishing after her corporall 
decease with gbrioua miracles. For yong infants, in what iiirac:!™. 

' sort soeuer they be infirmed or sicke, being throwne into 
the head of this spring are wont to come forth whole and 
pei'Cectlie sounds. 
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The life of kolie ifodwen Virffi^i ahoute the years : 870 : / 

^lo!ltD(ttC daugiiter to king Nahgthee an Iriali Prince, 
and CiioiEiN his wife, forsooke the worlde, and all the gnye 
eliewes and pranked prefers thereof, and taking the sacred 
veile of professed virginitio, becamo the mistresae of verie 
many like professed and holie virgins, and the foundressa 
of Bundrie such monasteries. Her verfcue did also her 
hrothor Hqnake and her Couslne Athea, emulate and 
earneatlie imitate. First before others, bailding a monas- 
terie on a certaine hill, where tbey lyued with her, feeding 
on raw herbes, and labouring with their handes for their 
necessarie sustenance, as she did also, full often digging ■ 
with B, mattocke, and sowing seede in the earth. To her 
did Hooke noble matrons and like worthie virgins, yea and 
Queenes. Of .iU which Biligide and Ohbila are of espociall 
name. Whereof OnuiLA being to be nppoynted Abbease 1 
or gouernesse oner a monasterie of one hundred and fiftie 
virgins, by her mother Modwen, who was to Jeaue that 
place and to goo other-where, escueod her self from that 
charge saying, that if she went thence, she feared leste ' 
j'outhfull blonds neere by, would for her bodilie beautie and 
fnyre hayre offer her violence and take her thence perforce. 
Thereat Modwen comforting her tooke her owne girdle, and 
with it girded Oebila, then making the signe of the Crosse I 
on it, and blowing on Orbila, prcsentlio her head waxed 
gray, and her face wrinkled, yet venerable thoughe soaere 
like an olde woman. And to giue her to vnderstand, how 
that she was sette ouer that holie companie not to play the '- 
Ladie but to serue others commoditie and ghostlie profitt, 
she changed her name from Okbila to Seruila, which 
signifieth 'a litle seruant.' After this she vnderstanding' 
how certaino Priosta were slayn on the way ae they 3 
trauailed, by theeuea and robbers; taking some com- 
panions with her, she goeth to gather vp the'' bodiea. 



The murderin tli 


vnd t d th p p dotep- 


mj-ned amoD tli 


m 1 t t k tl m one : 


and the capt 


h f f th f 11 ailed 


Glubelach. Th 


p J {, th t t p ayed 


forttwith to Lo d f yd wli 1 11 th th eue3 


fell asleepo, wb 


th y tin d f m T! d y ntUl 


Satersday, in wh 


1 (I p b1 p th C pt G lAcn 


his soule wa t k 
ho behelde th t 


t E h b d d rr d where 
bl t m t f th d m d d the 



wonderfull rewardes of the lusb. Tiien awaking he falleth 
prostrate at the virgins feete, asking pardon of his fauUe, 

i aaid craning help at her holie handes, withall beseecheth 
her to instruct him in the faith, and how to sane his soule : 
which she did : by whose exnmple his sonne named Alfin, 
did the like, so that they were both baptized, and after- 

i ward proceeding JDTertne, became both bishops and finished i 
their lines verie religion slie. There was at that time a i 
religioos Bishop called Cheutin, who for loue of more quiet 
and free attending on heanenlie contemplation, had for- 

) saten his Biahopricke, and had now Ijncd souen yearea 
Bolitarie in the wildernes. This man did the diuell vehe- 
menthe incense against the holie virgin ; for that some 
tymes she had promised Glumelach the forenamed thoefe, 

t as worthie a reward and palace in hcauen, as he had seene 
in his trance prepared for this Bishop Cheuih : which the 
Enemie relating vnto Bishop Cuecin, added withall. ' In t 
vaine doost thou thus afflict thy self with fasting and other ii 

S like austerities, if so notorious a theefe and homicide, is to 
be made thy eqnall in heaueo, as Modwene hath promised 
him. Wherefore better sliall it be for thee henceforth to 
leaue of this rigour, and with more ease to be content, 

1 with that which is ordayned, and which may with losse 
labour be compassed, seing so notable a malefactor shall he 
thy equoll.' When CifBUiN had vndei-stood thus much, ho 
leaueth the desert, and arming himself and others, which 

i lie had associated with him, he comes to the virgin in 
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greats choler, resoliied to kill her and to destroy her 
monastcrip. As he approched thus with his rctiuew, tLe 
sponae of Chrift saw the diuell hanging on his left 
foot«, in forme of a litle hiacke boy, also wbyspering in i 
hia left eare wicked counsel], and inspiring into Lis hart 
naiightie desires. Whereat the virgin besought our Lord, 
that he would make CnEUiif himself see these things; 
which she obtaynod. Wliereforo when he had behelde the 8 
diueUa deuiiiea nnd deetitca, in himself being greatlie con- 
founded he gaue oner his enterprise, and rotourned to hia 
wildernesse ngaine, well informed and amended. At this 
time was Ethelwold or Ethehvolpe king of tho West- 12 
eaxona in England, whoso sonne Aluhed, was sicke of an 
incurable disease. The father therefore bearing of tho 
excellent Tcrtue of Modweke sent Aluhed his sonne vnto 
her, beseeching her to fray to god for his reconerie : which 10 
Bhe did, and restored thereby the chilile to his health. She 
afterward was spoiled of all she had by a Tyrant of her 
contrie, wherefore with three other sisters accompanying 
her, to weete Luge, Brigida, and Athea, she fledd thence. 20 
And comming to the sea side to passe, and not fynding any 
bote or shippe to transport them, as they prayed to god 
for ayd, the earth where they lay prostrate in prayer, was 
seuered from the other continent and floated into the Sea : 21 
where the Angell of God directing it they arriued there- 
with in Eritanie or England. Then came she to AiuHEDa 
father king Ethelwolfe, who receiuing her verie honorablie 
commended to her education and gonernement Editha his 28 
daughter (others call her his sister) to bo instructed in 
monasticall discipline by her, and withall gaue her land, 
where and what she would, to build her monasteries. 
Whereiippon she erected two monasticall houses, one at 32 
Paulewoutit,^ where she placed Athea and Edith, an other 
at Stkenshales, where she her self serued god. One day 
Edith sent sister Osftha with a booke to her : who in the 
way passing oner a bridge, by gi'eate liapp fell into tho SQ 




£laer; with whose force she beings carried ilw&j, ■waa 
drowned, and being Bought three dayes together, and not 
to be foiuide, Mobwene was admonished by an Angoll to 
4 go oute, and seeke the Tirgia lost. She went forth 
proseotlie, and comming to seeks her, she fouude Editii 
seeking, witli whome labouring long to fynde the dead 
bodie, and not possiblie able, they fell both to prayer; 
8 which after they had finished with toares Modwene sayd 
with a loud voice, ' Ositha, OaiTnA, Ositha, in the name of s 
the holie and Tndiuided Trinitie come foi-th.' She had n 
scant thi'ice repeated these wordea, but that the mayd 

12 came oute of the water with the booke, and said 'beholdo 
here I am,' thrice ; and Leing perfectlie sounde and well 
she rotoui'ned home with Editii to their monasterie, but 
MoDWENE went backe to her Cell againe : And not long 

16 after taking ERiarDA for her companion, she passed backe ^ 
into Ireland, where with the goods that the king of the 
WeBtsasons had bestowed on her, she repayred her monas- 
terie at Cellisclise, which had beene rased to the grounde. 

20 Eight of her virgins, that were of greate veriue once all- • 
moate killed with colde for want of clothing, she praying 
to her Lord for help, so many garments were sent from 
him so fitt and lust for them, as if they had beene m^de 

2+ after a measure taken from their bodies. She was once 
innited on a time with her sisters to a fiiends house, where 
she blessing his meate and drinke they thereuppon so in- 
creased and augmented that her hcste was bolde to inuile 

28 the king to his house : where he abyding two dayes with 
all bis retinew, could not consume a litle drinke which ho 
had. Whereuppon they all glorified god in his holie virgin. 
After this she went into Scotland to king Oonagali. her J 

32 kirmniflii reigning there ; by whose helpe she erected there 
many monasteries, at Striuei.in one, at EoENBCRitow an 
other, in Gallwey three, at Losfbontin one, where she 
lyued in greate austeritie of hfe, yet withall had often com- 

36 forts of Angells, who to her view appeared offering before 
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night she was depriued of this vision, beholding her 
sisters prayers ascending scant vnto the ronfo of theii' 
Church : she inquiring the cause thereof, one of the eistera 
confessed, that conuning into the monasterie from the woilde 
the day liefore, she broughte with her some sockes giuen 
her by some had man, and had kept and vsed them 
eecretlie against the rule of her Order ; which being 
cflat into the riuer, her wonted visitation of gods Saints 

. was restored her. She went to Eome on pilgrimage thiice, 
bareEoote, and cladd with a hajTe-smocko next her bodie, 
hauing one virgin for companion in ber iournie named 12 
Lazara, whence being retourned she built her an oratorio 
in an He of Trent called Scaleclcffe, which Oratorie, she 
dedicated to the honour of ST Andrew ; whereupon that 
He vnto this time was named Amdbesia, where she lyued 16 
seuen yearea an Anchorets lite, remote from all compania 
A ma3-de by profession a gentilj, ignorant of true religion, 
hearing Modwens greate fame and renowne oE holines came 
to see her, and by her instruction and holie persuasion, 20 
beleeued in Chiist, yet by sodaine death she departed 
without Baptisme ; which Modwene vnderstanding presentlie 

1 cried to god with feruent prayer for her, so that she oh- 
tayned her lifo againe, and then she was baptised, and 24 
moreouer receyued the habit of monasticali profession, 

, wherein she lyued and died moste saintlike, God gaue her 
greats grace oE curing diseases, so that greate concourse of 
people was made vnto her for help out of diuei'se contries : '. 
with which assemblies and multitudes she was so wearied 
and giieued, for that so she was become as it were a oittisen 
of a solitarie woman, that she leEt the place, and passed 
ogaine into Ireland, leaning betiinde her in that place of 32 
Andeesir sister Lazara and sister Athea. Departing she 
gaue commandement, that wheresoeuer she should be taken 
out of this worlile, her bodie yet should be broughte and 
buried there in Akdresie. When she ciime into Ireland, '. 
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aoone after she fell sicke, wherewith she died, being then 
an hundred and thirtie yeares olde. On her death bed she 
made thye Testament or hist will, ' My spade, rako, and t 

4 other implements wherewith I haue TOroughte, also my ■ 
wooden combe, I hoqiieath to the monasterio of Celliscline, 
but my bodie and my stafEe let be carried into England.' 
After this the blessed Apostles Peter and Paule appeared 

8 vnto her, and so she departed this life the thirteenth of 
lulie to euerlasting life. After her decease the Irish, 
English and Scottea contending for her bodie, by diuine 
miracle God deciding the matter, it wd,3 brought into 
12 England, and biuied in Akdrksie, aa &Iie had before 
ordeyned. 

77ie life qf holie Osiiha Virgin and Mmrlyr: about the 
yecwe : 880 : / 

16 ©Sfthit daughter toFsiTHWALD a litle Prince, find WiL- 
BOEOE his Ladie of the etocke of king Pesda of Meecia, 
was disciple to the former ST Modwehe, and was three 
dayes drowned in tbe bottom of a Eiuer, and by her 

20 Abbesses prayers raised to life, and leaped out of the water ; 
whence with her Ladie EniTnAshe retoumed to the monas- 
terie, where she lyued regularlie and veiled with a blacke 
veile, albeit she was no Nonne, but there brought vp 

24 vertnouslie, iitt to doo well in what estate she should after ^ 
chuse, as it seemeth. Modwene her spirituall mother de- jj 
ceasing, she retourned home to her parents, where when 
she was fitte for mariage, SraeERB a litle Prince of the 

28 Eastsasona desired hir to wife, whereto her parents con- 
senting, persuaded her to accept of the good offer made. 
To whome she answered. ' Virginitie pleaseth me far better, 
and I would to god it would so please you, that I might 

32 so contioue.' Tbey not liking her holie choise, promised 
her allthoughe vnwilling to tbe sayd Prince, and with all 
princelie preparation for the wedding doliuered her vnto 
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Lim, in matrimonie. She being thus in danger to be putt 
from her chaste purpose, with feruent prayer recommended 
her holie desires vnto her heauenlie husband, beseeching 
him to preserue her vndefiled from mans compauie. And 
after that she had many dayea kept her self from her 
hufibanda bed by diiierse pretenses, at length the Prince 
being now mynded to enioy her more freelie, lo a speedie 
messenger commeth to him, telling how a goodlie harte or 
Btagge, passed along before his gate. At which newes he 
preseutlie in all baste, pursneth after in choce. That while 
the Queene signifieth Ler pur^Kise to the Eisbops and 
Religious persona thereahoutes of the Eas^tsaxons ; where- ! 
nppon they came with speede, and giuing her the religioua 
weede and virginall veile they consecrated her a Nonne. 
The king retouruing home, and seeing ber in religious 
attii*, and perceyuing her to haue made her vow to All- ] 
mjghtio god, wased sad and sorrowfiill, yet would not in 
any wise molest her therefore. Afterward a monasterie 
being built her, and many virgins associating her in that 
holio profession, she gouemed them in greate vertue and ; 
godlines, vntill the Danish Pirates an'iued at Chiche, where 
the monasterie was. Who apprehending Ositha, with the 
rest commanded ber to denie her faith. But she nothing 
terrified with threates, refused vtterlie euer to do so. i 
Wherefore by the Ciiptaine of those theenea she was sen- 
tenced to lose her head ; which was donne about the yei^re 
of our Lord : 883 : When her bead was cutt of, ebe is aayd 
to baue taken it vp, and to haue cairied it to the Church j 
of ST Petek and Paulb, three miles of Yet by her parents 
meanes, she was buried at Ailsbuuic m a Church there (by 
which it may be coniectured, that they dwelt thereaboute) 
and after her death she was gloiified by god, with many j 
miracles, / 



ITiese two virgins following I deems to fuiue beene about this 
time, if not he/ore ; for that meniion is made of Etknike 
Princes tliere dwelling, which seetneth not proiablie to 

4 haue beene afiei' this. The Contries hamng beene begvnne 
to be cmiuerted an hundred or two yeares before this, if 
not more. / 

TJte life of S' Sfaxentia Virgin and Martyr. 

5 SAa^tWXiA vraa daughter to the kiug of Scotts camod 
JIakcolane. By natures gift she was of rare beautie, acd 
by gods grace, aa comelie for tho Iouq of all vertue and 
zeale of virginitie. A pagane Prince and a Barbarian by 

1 2 grew vehementlie in louo of her, and for satisfying hia suite 
and desire, had obtayned of her father a promise of her in 
mariage. The chaste virgin hearing that, and fearing least 
she might be barred from keeping her self pure and vnde- 

IG filed vnto Christ onelie: After that she had emestlie 
commended her case vnto god by many prayers, taking an 
olde man named Barbancius, and a mayd attendant on 
her called Eosobea for companions, she flieth thence and s 

20 getteth her into France : where in a village of BEAUtTAisB 
she lay secretlie with her two fellowes, serning god in all 
dutie and deuotion. The promised husband and loner, 
vnderstanding that she was flodd pursued after with all 

24 apeede aod dilligence, directing euerie way messengers, to 
harken and espie her oute : who did their endeuour so 
effectuallie, that at length they founde her. The en- 
amoured Prince came to hor, and laboured all he couldo to 

28 prouoke her like camall affection and assent vnto him, aa 
he bare vnto her, and to retourne home with him to tem- 
porall ioy and glorie. But she bad so fixed her loue and 
hart on the glorious king Christ lesua, that all those 

32 labours were lost on her : all carnall worth seeming to her 
vile and bo base ay vnworthie wholLie to be balanced or 
weighed with so supreme a Prince, and so stable and per- 
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ie lord disdayning that hia hoate 
with so colde regarde, his loue 
that he slew with his own handes 
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as gone, the virgin tooke vp her 
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The life qf S', Oswen or Oeman Virgin, j 

SlttlS holio woman was by nation an Irishe woman, of 
atocke descended from kinglie blond, albeit Ethnicks. 
She being but a girle recoyuod the faith of Christ, wherein 16 
she grew so fernent and stoiite, that her parents soliciting 
her from her religion, she boldlie rebuked them and re- 
proued their endeuour. She being after to he placed in 
marriage, and that to an Ethnike and enemie of faith, 20 

, priuilie she leaueth her Contrie, and accompanied with an 
onelie maido that wayted on her, named Aclitekis, she 
came into Fi'ance ; where in a wood neero the riuer of 
LoiBE she lined vnto god verio auaterelie, being clad if not 24 
rather couered with bull rushes, and feeding her hungrie 
bodie with onelie herbes. She lyuing there in that man- 
ner, one day a bore being chased by hunters came rnnne 
vnto her, as it were for succour, and the huntsman not- 28 
withstanding being egre to kill him, strake him with his 
hunting speare, thinking to thrust him throughe, but with 
all his force and endeuour he was not able once to peai-ce 
the poore beastes akinne. Hereupon she was suspected to 32 

" be a witche, and brought to the Bishop. Whofyndingher to 
L Christ, and to desire to be baptised, he did 
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baptize ]ior, and gaue her a coDtrieman, who should keepB 
her garden for her releefe and liuelyhood. The enemie o£ 
all good hoping to hariao her by this her gardener, taking 
4 on him a maos shape, came one day vnto the fellow, saluted 
liitn verie courteouslie, and kissed him, promising him a ' 
greate eumniB of goldo, if he would goe and all to reuile his " 
mistrease and so prouoke her to anger and impatience. He 
8 accepting of the ofiev, and vndertaking that enterprise, 
homeward he comes to do his purpose. But as soone as he 
was come home, he was striken blynde, that he could nob 
see her whome he had thought to iniurie. Whereby per- 

12 ceyuing himKelf to haue beene deceyued and deluded, he 
cried out and sayd, how one had circumuented him, and 
withall craning pardon of his mistresse, for that his former 
intent purposed against her, she easilie pardoned him, and 

16 pittying his calamitie also healed him. She perseuering 
Btill in that holie conuorsation was thence called vnto 
Christ, whome she so louod and faithfullie serued. / 



The life of holie EJJlede Virgin about the years : 950 : / 



* 



20 5^Bl9 virgin was borne of Etoelwold her father and 
Bbithwine her mother : who hauing a free towne wherein 
they dweit named Clabe, the father deceasing bequeathed 
that land to founde the Abbie of Eomsey, for his soules i 

2i health, and redemption of his spirituall debtes ; which he ' 
dedicated to our B : Ladie the mother of god ; "Which will 
his wife caused verie carefullie to be perfourmed, but there- 
Uppon grew their deuoute daughter into greate pouertie 

28 and distresse ; which the good king Edgab perceyuing, he 
placed her in the sayd monasterie of Eohsey, vnder the 
holie gouemment of the vertuous Ladie and Abbesse 
Mebwennb : who loued her as her owne daughter, and ' 

32 taught her, as her owne bowells : so that vnder this regular 
institution, she eo profitted in gods fauour, that he honoured 



her one day with a miracle. For going in tyme of mattins, 
to reade a lesson or some such thing, with the light in lier 

' hand, the candle by hnppe going oute, such hrightnes 
issued from the fingers of her I'ight Land, that all ahoute 
were ahle to reade hy it. At which atrango euent ehe 
became in greate venei-ation with the other sisters, so that 
after the decease of the Ladie Abbesses Mehwes and Ei> 
WINE, she was chosen gouernesse of the honse. Who can 

'■ rcconnte what plentie of teares she shodd ' for her owne 
sinncs and the necessities of gods church ) "Who can 
rscordo the ahoiindance of her ahnea deeds 1 Whereas 
from her first Nouioeship, what she conld spare from her '. 
owne hellie by fasting, that would she bestow priuiHe on the 
poore, and pilgrimes. Moreoner when by her exceeding 
bountic and large releefe of the needie, her houses welth, 
and cofers were greatlie emptied and e.xharist, in so much ] 
that the Prouost or officer of the reuenewes did checte her 
sharpUe tor exceeding lauishnea, with many teares she made 
her mone to her supreme Lorde, craning his helpe, whereat 
the emptie chests were againe filled as before, by Gods ' 
gracioua recompence and approbation of her beneficence. 
Her wisedome was no lesse than her charitie, whereby she 

I resisted, and putt to silence a calumniating Coiintie ^ thereby, 
who with false fictions and faynod fanlts framed a.gauist S 
her, laboured to harme her, but indeed shamed himself. 
After that she had by long well dooing fraighted and re- 
plenished her self with vertuous treasui'e and celestiall 
riches, withall she sayled safelie out of this worlUe, and S 
happUie airiued at the heauenly porte, about the yeare 
of our Redemption 950. / 



T/ie life of Si Edith, Virgin and Atbesse : 980 : / 

Ulltd Edqar in his youthlie heate enamoured with the 32 
beautie of a yong maiden that was veiled in a religious 
house, named Wilfrid, with some violence tooke his 
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pleasure of her, but did sharpe penance therefore many 
yenres after, by S' Dunhtanb conatrainte. By that fact he 
begat OB Wilfrid this virgine Edith, whome her mother Her birth. 
4 leading a moDaaticall life in the nonrie of Wilton, brought 
vp with her in the seriiice of Christ moste religion slie. 
For after that she had beene deliiiered of that childe, she 
lyued sD vertuouslie there, that she obtayned the honour 
8 and estimation of holines. Her daughter Editue, de- HerTcnuei. 
meyned her self bo regularlie there, that amongst the 
sisters, she was an other paynfull and obsequious 
Mabtha, in Bpirituall solitude with Christ, she was an 

] 2 other Marie. She serued the sicke and leaprous persona 
with greate charitie, so farre, that looke how much mora 
deformed and ouglie any one was, by disease, so much the 
more pittifull was she by compassion, and the more diUigent 

16 in attending him. Her brother king Edward the martyr, 
being slayne by hia stepmother, some of the nobilitie 
laboured to sette the crowne on Ediths bed, this our 
Nonne, but she could by no persuasion or force, be remoued Koto, 

20 from her holie purpose. S' Ddnstanb once dedicating a 
Church, which she had built in the honour of S': Denise, 
as ho was at Masse, he had reuealed vnto him, that she 
should sbortlie be taken out of this worlde. Wherewith ^^J'^^IJ^' 

24 he presontlie burst into teares, and wept bitterlie : Being 
asked why he so wailed, fetching a deepe sighe he sayd. 
' This starrie gemme shall ere long be taken from ts into 
the Saints contrie, for this wicked worlde, is not worthie 

28 to enioye the presence of so cleece a lighte.' Wherefore 
when she was twentie and three yeares of age, in the yeare 
of Christ 984, the sixteenth of September, she was called Hadeath. 
hence vnto Christ, Holie Dunstane assisting her vnto her 

32 last gaspe, and after burying her, in the forenamed Church 
of S! Denise, where also she departed, Aagells singing at 
her decease, and conducting her soule with such harmonie Angda jing, 
vnto heauen, as one Angell signified to one of the virgins 

36 of the monaaterie. On the thirteth day after her obite, 



she appeared verie glorious vnto her mother Wilpbidb or 
Vltrdde, and tolde her that she was verie acceptable Tuto 
her king in euerlasting glorie. She sayd more : ' Satan 
accused me before my Lord, but by the patronage and 
fauour of the holie Apostles, I crushed bis bead, and in 
Christs crosse I ouei'tbrew bim, trod vpon him, and 
triumphed ouer him.' After some yeares also she appeared 
vnto S*: DuKSTAN (as also S': Denise did ynto bim confirm- 
ing her rciiuest} willing him to take vp her bodie. And 
for proofe of the vndoubtednes of the vision, sbe added 
farther saying. ' All my bodie slialt thou finde vncorruptsd 
(except those partes, which I haue somewhat abused by ] 
childish leuitie as my eyes, handes, and feete) for I neuer 
was subiect either to lust or gluttonie, and the thumbe of 
my right hand, whereby daylie I signed my self with the 
holie Crosse, thou shalt also finde vncorrupt : that by this ] 
thou maiest perceiue goda benigmtie and bountie in the 
parts kept intire and vnperisbed, ind bis fatherlie chastise- 
ment, in the partes consumed ' When one had vsurped 
on a peece of laud which belonged to S' Edith, and pre- ; 
uented by sudden death had rot repented him thereof, 
after that he had lien dead a while he reuiued, and spake 
'Helpe me all my fiicnds, aide me all faithfull people, for 
beholde the indignntion of S' Edith is intollerablo, ! 
excluding me the vnhnppie inuador of her possession out of 
all places in heauen and earthe ; no-wbere permitteth sbe 
me to abide, neither in my bodie nor oute of it' : And 
whea the land was restored, he forthwith gaue vp his ; 
ghoste againe. / 

There was an other holie Edith Aunt to the foresayd 
virgin and sister to king Edgaq who lyued in the mouas- 
terie of Pollelwobtu in Warwicke-shiro, and whose ; 
vertue the later her I4^eece studdied with all dilligent 
iudeuour to imitate. / Of a third see the life of Saiute 

MODWENE. / 



'. LIFE OF nOLIE WULFUiLDE. 



27(6 life of hoik WulJldUe Virgin and AUesse. / 

^IfrrSrC King of tlie WestEaxoca in England, passing 
thoroughe a woode as he was hunting, he heard the voice 

: of an infant crying on the toppe of a tree. Thereiippon 
causing some to clymbe the tree and to looke what was 
there, they founde an Eagles neaste, and in it a goodlie man- ' 
childe, wrapped in a purple cloake, with golden bracelets 

I aboute hia anaes, and on his bodio some token, as if he 
■were of Princelie blond. He tooke the infant thence, 
caused it to be baptized, and of the neaet whence Le had 
him, he named him Nesting. He more brought him vp i 

I verio noblie, and after made him an Earle. He afterward 
tooke a wife and hegatt a sonne named WiTUUUHDiNa, 
who likewise growing to lipenesse and marriage, left a 
Sonne named Wulfhelme, who was father to our i 

I 'WuLFHiLDE virgin. Her father hauing had eondrie 
children by his wife, of religious zeale agreed with his wife 
to lyne chaste euer after for the loue of god ; which when 
they had performed eighteene yeares together, they wero 

I thrice admonished by diuine vision, to keepe company i 
againe, for that now in their more chaste age they should 
bring forth a spouse of Christ : who being borne, they 
should reassume, their former chaste custome, and con- 

[ tinue it withoute interruption. They obeyed gods 
appointment, and this infant being borne, she was called 
WuLFHiLD. After that she was capable of religious 
education, and godlie institution, she was committed to 

( the religious virgins of Winchester to be brought vp. 
Where seruing god, some time after. King Edqab in his i 
britle youth grew into greate desire of her. yet durst cot 
take iier out of the Cloister from the Churche, albeit she 

; seemeth not to haue beene professed as yet. Wherefore by 
flatterie sometimes, otherwhiles by threates, ho calleth her, 
and willeth her to come out thonce vnto bim, Sut she 
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boing nolhing inoiied with any thing he could doe, he dealt 
ivith the virgins Annte a Iiadie named Wenflede, who 
dwelt at Werewell, to do her endeuour to entice her to 
come thither, where he might he bolde to catche hor and 
etiiy her. The Aunte in hope to adnance her Neece to be 
Qucene was as readio to worke in this busines, d.h the king 
to reijuire her, "Whereuppon she feyneth herself verie 
eicke, and in danger of death ; which donne she certifieth 
the holie virgin of her case, requiring her to come with all 
speede to see her before she should leaue the worlde, for 
that she also purposed, to make her heire of all that god 
had lent her. The simple lamb fearing no fraude, cume ] 
confidentlie to the olde foxo her Aunte, where arriuing- she 
found the king Edgar present, farre beyond her expectation 
and desire. "Who reioycing to see her whome he so loued, 
■wooed her afreab to consent to be his wife, promising her ] 
riches in all aboundance, honour of the highest degi'ee, as 
that he would make her Qiteene and Ladie of all England, 
beside other delightes what a Prince could procui'e for hia 
heat beloiied. And besides this, leste she should escape ! 
out of his handes, being now in holde, he appointed watch- 
men about the house, to see that in no wise she might 
depart withoute his leaue. Aboue promises io presence, 
he feasted her roiallie, and at the banket he placed her by ' 
his owne side : but her hart being full of better loues, litle 
lyked those prefers, and seeing herself so circumuented and 
enuironed, could make no meate go downe for Borrowe. 
Her hart was absent, and wished her bodio not there ' 
present, which for all the watche she with gods heipe 
thought to attempt. Wherefore by a Eeeret hole vnder 
grounde she gott away aod came to her monasterie at 
' Wilton. The king vnderstanding of her Hight followed ; 
after, and comming to the Abbie requested to speake with 
hor, but she would none, refusing any communication, 
hauing beeue so latelie deceiued by fayned speache. The 
king not so contented, sett some to watche when ehs £ 



should passe tlirouglie the Cloisle 

caught lier witLoute tlie CliurcLe, a. 

her of his preye, she slipt eudcienlie 

t and ran away. The king followic 



and BO by cunning 
1 as he triumphed to 
-om out of his hands, 

after caught her by 



the sleeue, as she entered in at (he Church dore; but the 
sloQue lightlie came of, and remayned in the kings hand. 
But she escaped into the church where prostrating herself 

i hefore the Altar, with hartie InmentationB and teares, she 
besoughte her Lord to keepe her chaslitie vndefiled : which 
the king beholding, he blushed at his owne impudencie, 
perceyuing by the sleeuo as it were cutt of from her 

I garment by gods helpo, how Christ his spouse was 
deliuered ouie of hia Iinndes. Wherefore now amended, Tiit 
he came to her, and iiad her not be afeard, assiu'iug her ami 
that from thence forthe, ho would no more molest her, but w^ 

i farder promised that he would further and defend her in 
her holie purpose. Which ho pci'forraed. For ho gauo 
her the monasterie of Eeekino, which being then much 
decayed (hy the Danes as it seemeth) he repayred, and 

I with princelie munificence I'estored it to iiis auncient gloria 
and worthines. / Againe the monasterie of Hqeton, which 
the virgin had founded of her owne patrimonie, and was 
erjnallio distant from Wilton, SnAFTESBURiE, Waeram and 

[ Hampton, he did so enriche and endowe, that both for 
multitude of virgins, and greatnes of reuenewes and possess- 
ions, he made it equal! vnto the Abbie of Beeking. She a n 
being afterward consecrated a spouse of Christ or pro- 

J fessed virgin, there appeared a moste white doue which 
came from heauen and rested on her head : After that she 
had for many yeai-cs gouerned those two aforesayd mon- 
asteries, throughe the enuioua ambition of the Priests of 

! Bebking, they were broughte into that monasterie by 
Queene Alftbude mother to king Etheliied, and the holy 
virgin with her Sisters cast oute. But going out at one n^i 
gate of the Abhie with her company, and the Sisters ing 

J lamenting at that their expulsion, she comforted them, 
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saying. ' Be of good chcere and trust in our Lord, for this 
day twentie yenro hence, at this verie gate shall I with 
you retourne hiiher, and be restored' : which came so to 
passe. For then appeared blessed Ethelburge, the first 4 
foundressB of Bebkino, ynto the Queene ALFraunE being 
sicke, attired in a vile weedo ragged and rent, yomplayniug 
of her iniurie donne by Alftrode, withall threatening her, 
that vnlesse she restored Wolfdilde oute of hand to her 8 
monasterie, slie should presentlie perishe. Therewith the 
Qucene. being corrected, recalled lionie the holie virgin with 
all her sisters, and she withall recouered hir healtL After 
this she lyued eeauen yeares, gouerning both monasteries 12 
in greatest glorie, and in her life-time, and after hor death 
shined with mii'aclea. 8he foretolde the day of her decease, 
and then leauing this life she was buried at Eerkino. Where 
thirtie yeares after, her bodie, with all the clothes thereof, 16 
were founde intire and vneorrupted. She died at London, 
for that there she then remayned with her sisters for the 
greate sturres, that the Danes made euerie-where. As the 
bodie was carried to Berkino, a fellow against whome the 20 
virgin lining, was oSended for his lewde life, putt his hands 
s to the beare with others to carrie with them : but presentlie 
the corpse waxed so heauie, that no multitude could once 
stirre it. Whereat all esolayme against him, calling him a 24 
wicked man. He departing the bodie was lighte againe, 
and moste easie to carrie ■ Then began the fellow to be- 
thinke him of his t t d m d confessing his 

faultea, retoumed t th th th t ned her, and then 28 
no alteration was fltbtththw p rmittod to beare 
with the rest enen t th M na t / 



; MARGARET. 



The life of S\ Margaret Queene qf Scotland; liuing in ihe 
yeare oj our Lord : 1100 : / 

CcuUDitf SV being the yongest Eonne of Edmund Ihonstdk 

i iiagof England, together with his elder brotlier Edmdsd, 
was by king Candte (ho Dane banished. Being there 
abrode he married the Emperours daughter called Agatda, h 
on whome ha begat with others, this JIargarit. Who from 
8 her tender nge, began, to lone god abone all things, to 
exercise sobrietie and honeatie ; In so much that "William 
Conquerour getting EnglaaJ, and her mother Agatiia 
thereuppon flying for feare with her children into Scot- 

12 land, whore by king Malcolme the third, they we:e 
oonrteouslie entertayned ; he was go enamoured with the 
beautie and vertue of Margarit, that he would needes 
haue her to wife. Whereto her mother, assenting ; being 

16 coupled vnto her in marriage, be was also vaited so to her ^^ 
in Religious loue and christian zeale, that he became more J|. 
holie than ali his Prodecessours had beene. And by their '' 
eseeeding vertue others were so proiioked to godlines, that 

20 the Queenes mother Agatha, and her sister Chbistine 
forsooke the woi'Ide, and vndertooke monasticall profes- 
sion; and the king himself by her example, was whollio 
addicted to the repayring and inoreusiog of religion throngbo 

24 his Real me ; restoring two Bishoprickes of foure decayed, T 
and founding two other new, also building the Church of 
DoaBAH all new. The vertuous Ladie was compelled to i 
manage worldlie matters, yet her hart was far from louing 

28 tbem. By her wi?e connsaile and conimandement all was 
donne that was conuenicnt, by her aduice were the lawos of 
the kingdome ordered, by her Industrie gods glorie and 
honour cbeefelie aduanced. None more finne in faith tlinn 

32 she, none more composed and stayed in countenance. She 
was BO patient in suffering, so mature in counselling, so 
iuat in judging, so sweete in communication as none more. 
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In the place where ehe was marled, she built a nolile 
Church to themoate holie Trinltie, endowing It with diuerso 
ornaments and riches. Hei" children she hroughtvp with all 
diligence, instructing them no Jesse in vertuous bebauiour 
and pietie, than in other good and princolie qualities, often- 
times in her owne presence and person teaching them the 
fiiith of Christ, and true pietie. And this did she dajlie 
request at gods hands with teares, that they might in this 
life eerue tlieir creatoup, and afterward reigae happilie 
with him in heauen. By gods help concurring with her, 
she inflamed her husband to all vertuous workes, making 
him moste prompt to all good actions : for he perceyuing 1 
Chi'ist to dwell in her, moste gl.idlie did Le obey and yield 
ynto her io all things. Her hart wa3 so wounded with the 
feare of god, that she did often request her Confessour to 
tell and roprooue her eecretlie, if he marked any thing that . 
was amisse in her actions. Whereas she had espied many 
things practised amongst the nation of Scuts, contrarie to 
the sacred customes of the vniueraall Church, she caused 
euodrie Counsells to be gathered, thereby to reduce the '. 
people from, their errours, vnto the truthe, in which en- 
deuour the king bor husband did especiaUie assist her. 
She herself premised a speecJie to the estates of the 
kingdomo, wherein she noted vnto them the abuses then 1 
current : as of the ettill obseruation ot Lent, not beginning 
it on Ashwednsday, as the Church vseth, but on the 
munday of the weeke following. Againe how at the holie 
feaste of Ester, they vsed not to receiue the holie Sacra- ; 
ment, against the expvesse commandement of holie Ghurche. 
Thirdlie that they sayd Masse in some places, against the 
vee of (he Ohurche. Fourtblie that they wrought seruile 
workes on the holie dayes. More that some married their ; 
stepmothers, others their brothers wife after his death&/ 
All which she with sound reason and authorities, both of 
scriptures and Fathers, did before them refute and conuinea 
of fulshoodfi nr faulto. SLe talking of the state of her i 
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Boulo, and heaueiilie siveetnes, witli her Confeasour, would 
vtter moste gracious speeches, aud withall would resolue 
into teaies. She would neuer talke of secular affaires in 
4 the Churche of god, nor doe any terrene or worldlie act 
there. When she went ahi'ode multitudes of Widows and 
Orphans, and other distressed people, would flocke aboiite 
her as their mother, from whome none departed withoule i 
8 some comforte. Neither did she conteyne her munificence in ' 
the pooie of her owne people, but to strangers of all 
contriea in necessitie was she pittifull and liberall. She did 
send secret spies throughe other prouinces and remote 

12 places, to see if any were hardlie vsed aud to redeeme 
them. Innumerable English captiues did she sett free, 
paying their ransome, and sending them holce. She did 
often visit in her owne person Heremits and other religious, 

16 that lined recliiee, commending herself to their prnyci's, 
and granting them whatsoeuer they demanded. After that 
she had taken her rest the former part of the night, she 
arose, went to the Church, where she said the matins of 

20 the Trinitie, of the Crosse, and of our Ladie, After that [ 
she sayd the office for the dead, and the whole psalter. 
She was also present at the Ciinonicall houres or Church- 
office songue by the Clergie. That being donne she retourned 

24 to her chamber, where she washed the feete of sise pooie 
persons, and then gane them monie for their releefe. That 
dispatched she permitted her bodie to take a litJe nodd or 
sleepe. The morning being come she arose, and then had 

28 aho Dyne poore infants tliat were orphans, and voide of 
friends, whome she fedd on her knees, with tender and 
suckling meates agreeable for their inf ancie, putting meate 
into their mouthes, with her owne handes. Besides all 

.^2 tliis, she had this custome to hauo three hundred poore 
people, brought in within the Courte of their' Palace, then 
the gates being shutte, the king on the one aide, and she 
on the other did seiTie Christ in them. That absolued she 

36 went to the Church where with long dcuotion, teares, and 
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Bighes, she sacrificed hei-selE vnto god, and before the 
Ikigbe masse, she would heare flue or sise priuate maBsea, 
Before dinner she had fower and twentie other poors 
f olkes, whome she serned moste humblie. When she did eate, 
she rather did taste than feede. Fortie dayes before Easter 
and Christmas, she did afflict herself with incredible abstin- 
ence. By reason of which extreame fasting she Tnto her 
dying day endured moste sharpo payno and toiment of 
stouiacke. She had a new Testament verie cmiouslie 
bounde, and adorned with golde and precious stones, 
wherein she vsed much to reade and studie ; which by 
negligence of him that kept it, fortuned to fall into the 
water, whei'e it remaynod a whole day and a iiighte, yet 
tooke no manner of harme; and her booke wherein she 
prayed, the king tooke greate pleasure to handle it and 
kisse it. Towards her end she called her Confessour 
TuiiGOTTB, to whome it is almoste incredible, with what 
compunction and weeping she made her general! confession 
of all her life, gushing oute whole streames of teares all- 
moste at euerie worde. And when all was dornie, she 
taking her leaue and bidding her Confessour farewell : she 
sayd, ' God be with you : I shall not long remayne in this 
life; but you shall line a litle while after me'; Half a 
yeare before her end, she kept her bed allmoste continuailie, 
sicknes growing on her more and more ; when one day 
she was more heanie and sadd than wonte. For beholding 
in spirit the death of her husband and sonne Edward, 
that were elaine then in the warre, she sayd ; ' This day so 
greate misfortune is befallen on Scotland, as perhaps in 
long time before hath not happened the like to that 
Eealme.' Soone after, her sonne Edcab comming and 
relating the whole storie, she burst into these wordes. ' I 
thanke and laude thee God omnipotent, that wouldeat now 
at my departure exercise me and purge mo, as I hope, with 
so greate sorrowes and anguishes of h.arte.' She had the 
blacke Crosse of Scotland in greate rcuerence, and now 



. 
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etipeciallie often kissing it, and signing lier eyes and face 

with it, she died praying, and whereas she was pale-faeed 

tefore her death, being dend a comelie white and red 

4 ndorned her countenance. She left behinde her vertuona 

children, true inheritours of their mothers vertue : Maude 

that was married to the king of England, Hbnbie the 

first. She was so charitable towards the poors and pilti- 

8 f nil persons, that she was termed ' Maude the good.' Eduar 

and Dauid, that were both moste religious Princes one 

afler the other, who had both miraculous fauoura of All- 

mightie god, as in BoETuiua,^ in their lines sett forth in 

12 oiu- English chronidea may appeare./ 



p Hector 
toeceChroi 



Tiie lift (f holie MealUde Virgin: who lined ahoitt (/is 



yeare 1200; or soniewfiat before: Out of i 
Author^ that liued a litle after, to weete, 121 



>•/ 



TnCdltilO who is proued to haue deceased in our time ° 
(saith the Author) was daughter to a king of Scotta, and aa ° 
we haue heard by credible relation had foure brothers : one F 
a duke, who forgoing his wife for Christs loue became a poore 
man,andasit were a banished man or pilgriraefrom his natiue 
contrie, to assure him self the better of the celestiall contrie 
that is endlesse happie with god aboue. An other was sn 
Earle, yet for heauenlie honour contemned secular diguitie, 
and became an Heremite. The third was an Archbishop, who 
forsaking his Episcopall regiment, entered the order of the 
Cistprtian moocks, seeking by such Lumilitie, to be more 
exalted in the kingdomo of our humble Lord, who therein 
moste approued heore, was aloft therefore moste exalted. 
The fourth and jongest named Alexander, being but 
Bisteene yeares oldo and vrgcd by his father to manage 
the kingdonie, his sister SIechtilde, being then twentio 
yeares of age, aduised him in this wise, 'Deere brother 
& I.EXAKDER, what meane you, your elder brothers haue all 
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forsakeo tlie worlde and their oonti'ie glorie, the earth and 
all tlierein, to purchase heauon, and immoi'tiill kiiigdomes ; 
Wilt thou then take thia temporall dominion onelie, and 
for it leese the supreme glorie that knoweth no end ) ' 4 
Herevpon Alexander molting into teares sayd witholl ; 
■Alas good sister, wliat will you aduise me to doe ; what 
you thinke beat that am I redie to putte in practise.' SLa 
reioycing at this resolute answer, forthwith changing her 8 
attire and her hrotliers, ouor the seas she goeth with him. 
Where she taught him to milke kine, to tourne milke into 
curde, and to make cheese in the best manner. Then came 
they into France, to the monasteiie of CiSTKBCiANa called 12 
FoN"E ; where she placed her hrotlier for a milker of kync, 
and there lie proucd him self a moste cunniDg maker of 
Cheese. He being a conuert and brother of tiiat Abbie, 
his sister adnised him in this manner. ' Good brother greate 16 
meede and reward shall wo purchase at Gods hand, for 
leauing our Contrie and fiiends, but esfeciallie shall wa 
augment this glorious crowne of ours, if for the time of 
our pilgrimage in this life, we shall be content to bereaue 20 
our solues of the sight of each other, vntill we shall meete 
Lappilie in our euerlasting contrie.' Her brother at these 
words wept bitterlie, deeming this to be a more difficult 
r and irkesome p ite than all h therto Notwithstanding 24 
he commandeth ani ouenuleth his owne affection, and 
eepirateth h mself for euer ind wh 11 a from his beloued 
Bister She then went nine miles of to a Tillage called 
ALiPiON the e-by gett ng her a 1 tie t le cottage like vnto 28 
a place to keepe geese in. There dwelt she lyuing of the 
onolie labour and worke of her handes. She could by no 
force be made to receiue any gifts or almes of others, nor 
thereto could be induced by any intreatie. Neither would 32 
ebe with other poore people lease corae in the Geldcs at 
haruest, but if she did gather any, it was after all others, 
onelie that which remayned verie raie, which was permitted 
to the Bwina. She would hardlie admitte any thing vnder 36 
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her when she slept, to keepe her from the grounds, and 
her head would she lay enen with her bodie on the plains 
withoute pillow or any like 6Upporting Bfaye. She would 
4 not eate or drinke, but kneeling on her bare knees, which 
were verio hard by much vse, and so did she pray and that 
verio long./ In her deuotions and prayer she would often 
be so abstracted and taken from her senses, that she did 
8 neither heare thunder nor see lightening then being. 
Alexander her brother remayned vnknowne vnto his t 
death, when his Prior ot hia obedience willing him to k 
declare what he was, he coofessed himself brother to 

12 blessed Mectilde of Alapion, and sonne to the king of 
Scotts. HJB glorio and worth god testified after hia 
death in this manner. A moncke of hia monasterie, that 
had a sore rlcer in his brest, and now growne to a fistula, 

10 came to Alexanders toombe before deceased and there 
prayed. He thus praying brother Alexander appeared i 
Tnto him more bright than the sunne, carrying two a 
crownes, one on his head, the other in his handes. Thereat 

20 the moacke admiring tooke hart, and demanded what that 
double crowne meant. He answered, ' The crowne in my 
handes, ia for the temporall crowne which I forsooke for 
Christs loue, the other on my head, is that which I hana 

24 receyued common with other Saintes, and that you may be 
more assured of the veritie of this vision, according to 
yOMj- faith shall you be now cured of your infinnitie, which 
dooth vese you.' Holie Mectilde his sister, was descried i 

28 what and whence she was by certaine souldioiirs (who had ' 
seene her in Scotland) nine yeai-es before she died. Where- 
-uppon she presentlie had fledd thence, bicause she desired 
to be vnknowne in this life, to be better knowue in the 

32 next, but the people where she dwelt, would in no wise 
yermitte her to depart. She was glorified by God with 
miracles maDifoldolie bothe lyuing and dead.' / 

Finis, 
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The Life of S\ Monica motlier to S^_ Avguatine the Doctor 
taken out of his bookes. Of Confession : / 



WttltKtA» this 
witnetas of he 
eomie, nor tlie reader 
doubted relater, than s 
doctovir of trutlie: u 
either hit owne knowl 



oUe Kontan could not haue a better 
vertueg and blesstngt, tJian /ler holie 4 
can iuMtlie wish, a more vn- 
sincere a Savntc, and greate 
■hereas also his relations, are 
eilije or Iter vnfayned report qf 8 



Iier self, and all are by him. to God himself spoken, 
heerebi/ both his narration shall he more venerable, and 
his ovme Confession before God of Iter shall he more 
delectable to reads, t/ian to alter his person, in speaking 12 
with hindrance of holie affections, which his forme of 
apeach, a/nd spirit talking with God himself doth 
vjorke. Ther^ore I thought best, to giue his onelie 
viordes, albeit digested and disposed, somewhat other- IQ 
vrise than Iia hath putt them, to weete according to the 
naturall event and course of them, as they were donne, 
yet onelie out of Aim, so helping ou^ vnderstanding by 
the one, as not hindering ov/r deuotion for want of 20 
the other, and so studious to conserue his spirit speak- 
ing, that yet we will not omitte the naturall order and 
proper progresse qf tJie matter for memorie. / 

*2»CCCiUe myConfessiouBandthankeBgiuingsmyGod.for 24 
innumerablo tilings, which I passe ouer in silence, yet will 
I not omitt any thing which my soule dooth bring forth of 
Ler thy eeruant, who begott and bare me both in flesh to 
this temporall lighte, and in hart to eternall light : I will 2S 
recounte not so much her graces as thy gifts io her, for she 
neither made heraeif, nor gaue education, to her self. Thou 
diddest create her, neither did her father or mother know, 
what a one should be borne or bredd of them. And the 32 
rod of thy Chi'ist, the gouerncment of thy oneUe sonne, 
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dill teaclie and instruct bcv in a faithfiiU house, a gcK)d 
member of tliy Cburclie. Neitlier did she so much com- 
mend the diligence of her mother in bringing her vp, as 
4 the care and Industrie of a certaine olde woman thy 
seruant, who had ttometimo carried her father in her 
armes, as vsuallie bigge irenohea are wonte to tieare 
childi'en ahoute the house. For which cause, as ulao for 
8 her olde age, but BpeciaUie for her escellent good con- 
ditions and mannei-a in a christian house, she was honoured u n ,, 
of the maistera thereof. "Wherefore she had the charge of '^^^ 
hor maiaters daughters to teache and gouerne them ; which 

12 she |)erfornied diligentlie, for she was (when neede required) 
thi'oughe holie eeueritie vehement in correcting them, and 
Bober and prudent to instruct and teache them. For besides 
those Lowres, when they fedd at their parents table, which 

16 also was verie moderate, she permitted them not to drinke, 
no not water, allthougbe tliey had beena verie thirstie, 
thereby bewaring to breede an ill custome, and adding 
withall wholsome exhortation, saying : ' You now diinke Tempfmnoi 

20 water, bicause you bane not wine in yowr power, but when in chiwo- 
you shall hane husbands, and be mistresses of pantrie and 
buttrie, water will be then vile vnto jou, but the CHstome 
of drinking will preuaile, and continue' : With this reason 

2-1 of perauasion and auLhoritie of commanding, did she bridle 
the gi'eedinesse of yong yearea, and framed the thiratines 
of the maydes to an honest fashion, eo that at length they 
desii'ed not that which was not decent. Notwithstanding 

28 there crept on her, as she thy seruant tolde me her sonne, 
tliere stole vpon her, loue of wiue : For whereas she was 
assigned vsuallie by her parents, to draw the wine, being 
reputed by them a sober and abstinent mayden, at first she j^ semetfB 

33 began to sippe onelie of the pott wherewith she filled the ^"'t""*- 
flagon, sense not abyding much after her good custome of 
abstinence aforesayd, and she dooing so not of dronken 
desire, but of jouthea superfluous escesse, wliioh boileth 

36 with wanton motions, and is wont to be repressed with the 
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woight and grauitie of elders. She then daj'lie adding litle 
to litle, not considering that he that despiseth small things, 
dooth by degrees fall, slipped icto Buch a custome, that 
soone she covild suppe vp allmoste a full cuppe of wine, 
and that with dtlight. / Where was then the sage mia- 
tresse) Where the vehement prohibition! Was there 
any prouidence or remedie against a secret sore, vulesae 
tby medicine Lorde did watch ouer vsl In the father, 

, mother, and gouernesse their absence, thou Lord waat 
present, who art creator and caller, who also by men 
nilera doosfc worke much good for the health of soules. 
What didst thou then my Lord and god I How didst 1 
thoii cure her, how didst thou heale her 1 Didst not thou 
produce a hard and sharpe reproche out of an other soule, 
as it were a Surgeons iron out of thy secret prouisions and 
at one blow didst cutt of that rottennea 1 For an other 1 
mayd which vsed to accompany her, when she went for 
wine, falling out one day with this her yong miatresse, as 
it often befalluth, being both alone vpbrayded her with 
this vice, calling her with bitter insultation, ' winebibber.' '. 
She being striken with this sting, beheld her owne foule- 
nesse, and withall presentlie condemnoth her owne faulte, 
and casteth it cleane from her: So that as flattering 
fi-iends do often peruert, so enemies chyding dooth often : 
correct ; and yet thou rewardest in them, not that which 
thou workest by them, but what themselluea would ; for 

a she being angrie desired to afflict her yong mistresse, not 
to heale her, and therefore in secret ; either for that so it '. 
happened time and place to finde them, or leste perhaps 
she herself might haue beene indangered, for so late 
heirraying the fault, if it had beene heard by their 
elders, / ', 

But thoo Lord niler of beauen and earth turning to thy 
Tses, the depth of the brooke, and ordering fittlie the tur- 
bulent waues of this woilde, didst likewise by the fuiie of 
one aoule heale an other; that none marking this may ; 
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attribute it to lii'a owne power, if by hia epeacli to one, nn 
other than whome he intended he corrected therewith. She [Ci' 
being therefore breJd vp chaatelie and soberlie, and rather 
i by thee made obedient to her parents, than made subiect 
by them to thee, being full ripe for mariage, and matched 
with a husband, she serued him as her Lord, and endeuoured hp 
with all diligence to gayne him vnto tbee, preaching thee ™s 
8 to him by manners, wherewith thou hadst made her i"'* 
heautifull, amiable, and admirable to her husband. And 
in Guch manner did she beare the iuiuries of mariage- Ho 
bed, tliat for any such matter she neuer had brable iwsriiw 

13 or strife with her husband: For she did espect thy otmatri 
mercie ypon him, that beleeuieg in thee he might be 
chastified and made chaste. And as he was for kyndenesse 
and beneuoloiice ioferiour to few, so for anger he was 

16 vena hotte ; but she knew not to resist berangrie husband, 
neither with woi'ke nor word, and when he was talme and 
quiet, spying oportunitie, she rendered him a reason of her 
fact, when he chanced to be inconaideratelie offended. 

20 Farther when many matrones, whereof some ^ were verie 
meeke and quiet, bare on them the markes of stripes, and 
ware a blacke or blew badge ia their face, in priuate and 
friendlio talke they would complayn of their husbands life 

24 and domeanure, she as it were meiilie would correct their 
speacbe, telling them, that since that time, they had heard 
recited the tables or Indentures of mariage, they should 
repute themselues by those instruments, to faaue beene 

28 mode handmaydesT wherefore they should be myndefull of 
their condition, and not to waxe proude toward their 
Lordes. And when they meruailed, that neuer any heard, 
nor by any signe it could appeare that Patricius had 

32 beaten his wife, or that they had disagreed any one day for 
any domesticall contention, knowing that she had a verie 
fierce husband, and demanding of her familiarhe the cause 
thereof, she tolde them the manner of her behauiour, as is 

36 sajd; And they that obserued her fashion did congratulate 
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Ler good experience ; they that did not, were vexed with. 
M- forceible subiectiou. She so ouercame her mother in Iiiw 
"ipr with dutifullnes, which had bene incensed against her by 



tale-ci 



n'jing maydea of the house, and perseuei-ed so patient 
and meeke, that her mother in lawe of her owne accocd, 
reuealcd to her sonue those that brought her the tales, 
whereupon she had beene ofEeuded with his wife SIokica, 
and required b'"! to reuenge himself on them. Thei-efore 
he obeying hia mother, and to shew his care of the disci- 
pline of his fa. mil [ p, and to establish Concorde in his house, 
after he had corrected them, yet at the arbiterment of the 
bewrayer his mother ; she promised them all the lite reward 
at her handes, that should afterward bring her any ill 
speeche of her daughter in law, thinking to purchase them.- 
selues fauour at her handes by such tales ; eo that thence- 
forward none daring to doe the like, they lined in raeraorable 
sweetnes of good will together. This greate gift also didst 
thou, my god and my mercie bestow on this thy handmayde, 
in whose wombe thou ereatedst me, tha,t whomesoeuer she 
knew to he at yariance and discording, so mnch did she 
studie to make peace where she coulde, that hearing of both 
partes verie bitter speathes of each other, such as swelling 
and vndigested discord is wont to belke oute, when to his 
friend cruell hatred doth breathe out sowre language of his 
absent enemy, she notwithstanding would neuer reueale the 
ones speeches to the other, vnlesse it were such as might 
farder the meanes of their reconcilement to eache other. 
This qualitie might seeme small to me, vnlesse with griefe 
1 had tried innumei-able multitudes, I know not with what 
horrible pestilence of sinnes spreading it self verie wide, so 
to be infected, that they doe not content themselues to 
reueale the speeches of angrie enemies to the others like 
angrie, but they will add more of their owne : whereas 
contrai-iwise to a humane, friendlie, and morcifull mynde, 
it should not suffice not to increase enmities of men by ill 
report, vnlesse by good speeches, he studie cleans to ex- 
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tinguish them, as she did by thy intemtiU teaching in the 
Bchoole of her hrest. Moreouev her husband did she gayne Sho gnjnert 
vntiO thee, Ju the end of his temporall life, neither did she to Goi 
4 bewaile that in him now a faithftdl man, which she had 
tolerated before in him not beleeuing. She was also the 
Beniant of thy Heruants, for what seruant of thine knew Hsr homlir- 
Iier, that did not praise, honour, and lone thee in her, conueiu- 
8 feeling tliy preKence in her hart, the fruites of her hoHe 
fonuersation being witnesses thereof. She was the wife of 
one husband, she had yielded mutuall dutie to her parents : 
she had gouemed her house religiouslie, she had testiinonie 

12 in good workes, she had bred vp her children, whome so 

often she bare againe with greate paiue, aa she beheld them Hergnate 
to stray from thee. For thou didst seud thy hand from sriefe at iier 
aboue my Lord god, and didst heale my soule out of the ^||"*'* 

16 deepe diu-knea of the errour of the MANiCHtES, when my >^"l'- '^-1 
mother did weepe for me to thee, more than mothers bewaile 
their corporall corses and dead children ; for she by thy 
faith and spirit receyued from thee, beheld my death, and 

20 thou didst heare her, not despising her tearea, which flowed Herabimii- 
60 plentifuUie, that they watered the earth in euerie place, furhet nonne 
where she prayed to thee, and thou didst heare her for me. 
For whence was that dreame wherewith thou didat comfort -i iiwon 

24 her, so that she beleeued that she did lyue with me, and [no donbioth 
that 1 had one table with her in the same house, which she Sf God. ' 
had DOW refused to haue with me, flying and detesting the notdwei^ 
blasphemies of my errour. For she saw herself standing on wlthhM 

28 a lynnen rule and a beautifull yong man conuning with Bumie.'""' 
merrie countenance to her, who smyling to him self, while 
she was weeping and sadd, asked of her the cause of her 
eorrowe, and so daylie weeping : which he did not so much ' 

32 to learne himself, as to instruct her. She answering that 
she so sorrowed for the perdition of my soule her sonne ; he 
to make her secure, bad her beholde and see, ' where she was, 
there I also was ' ; which when she had beheld, she seeth 

36 me standing by her on the same rule. Uow could this be 
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ha4st care of him onelie, and so all, &s eiierie one. And 
whence camo this also, that when she had related to me 
what she had eeene, and I eodeuoui'ed to draw it to that 
Beuse, that ijhe should not despayre, but that she should be 
in time as I was then, she presentlie without staying 
answeroth ; ' No Dot so, for it was not sayd to me, where he 
is, there thou, but where thou art there he.' I confesse 
vnto thee my Lord, what I remember, and which often. I 
haue tolde others, that I was more moued at this answer of 
thine, giuen by my vigilant mother, seeing her nothing 12 
troubled at the apparant and mere falshood of my inter- 
pretation, and how redily she espied that which indeede was 
to be considered, and which my self before she had spoken 
it did not marke ; and so bereat (I say) was I more touched 16 
than at the dreame it self ; wherein to the godlie woman 
was foretolde ioy so long after to ensue, to the comfort of 
her present sorrowe ; For there followed allmoate nyne 
whole yeares, after all which time I still wallowed in the 20 
mire of my profunditie and in the darknes of falshood : 
albeit I often endeuoured to arise in the meane tyme, yet 
fell backe againe with greate bruising; when that chaste 
religious and sober widdow, such as thou louest, althoughe 24 
in hope she waa more reuyued, yet in weeping and wayling 
nothing relented, neuer ceasing when she prayed to weepe 
to thee for me ; and her prayers entred before thee, yet thoa 
permittest me to wallow and to be ouerwhelmed in the 2B 
mist. And moreouer thou gauest her an other answer, 
which 1 remember ; allthoughe I paase ouer many things, 
hastening to those, which vrge me more to confesse, and I 
forget many, / 33 

Thou gauest I say, an other answer by tby priest, & 
certayne bishop brought vp in thy Church, and excercisod 
in thy bookes ; wbome when she on a time requested, that 
he would vouchsafe to talke with mo, and refell my 3fl 
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errouTS, to Tnteache me my eiiill, and to teaehe me gord 
(which she still vsed, when she fouiid any fitt thereto) ha 
would not, and indeede verie wiselie as I perceyued after- 
4 wards ; For he answered her, that as yet I whs not docill, 
or fitt to bo taught ; bicause that I was puffed vp with the 
noueltie of my heresie : She replied and tolde him , that 1 
had vexed many vnskillfuU persons, with certaine questions : 
8 He answered, ' let bim alone as he is, and onelie beseeche our 
Lord for him, for he by reading shall by himself finde his 
errour, and how great* impietie he maynteyneth.' He added 
more that himself being a Childe was by his seduced mother 

12 deliuered to the Maniches to be taught, with whome not 
onelie he had readd allmoste all their bootes, but also had 
coppied them forth ; not withst-anding by himself, none dis- 
puting against him, or conuincing him of errour, to haue 

16 discerned the fowlenes of that sect, and to haue forsaken, 
it ; '^ffliich when he had spoken, and she yet would not 
leaue him, hut intreating him and weeping bitterlie, be- 
sought him to see me, and to dispute with me, he somewhat 

20 offended with her importunitie ; 'goe your waye&, sayth he, 
and lyue so,^ for it can not be that a childe of so many 
teares should perishe ' : Which wordes (as in priu.ite talke 
she often toMe m.e after) she receyued, as thoughe, he had 

24 spoken from heauen. 

Thou wroughtest also with me Lord, that some should 
persuade me to goe to Roue, and rather to teaehe tliere 
that which I taught at CiBTnAGE ; and the cause why I was 

28 persuaded hereto, I will not let passe to confesse vnto thee, 
for that herein thy deepe counsadeB, and moste present 
mercie towards vs, is to be considered and commended. I 
went not to Eomg in hope of greater gayne, or greater 

32 preferment, which my friends that persuaded mo thereto, 
had proposed, albeit these things did also mooue my myndei 
but the cheefest cause was for that I vnderstood, that 
Students there were more quiet and orderlie, not rushing 

36 malepertlie and violeatlie into the schoole of the maister 
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(which they heard not) withoute his leaue, hetter than at 
Cabthage, where the licence of schollera was foule and 
intemperate, they pressing in impudentlie, and allmoste with 
f orions f orhead, perturbing the ordtw prescribed by the mais- 
ter to his Auditors; Many iniurious trickes coininitt they with 
meruailous blockishnes, and worthy of pnoishment, vnlesse 
custome did patronise and seeme to allow thereof ; therein 

1 shewing themselues moKte miserahle, in that they doe 
enill, and yet deeme it lawfull, which indeede shall neuer 
be approued or allowed of thy eternall law. And thej 
thinke themselnea not punishable therefore, when they are 
pnniahed with the verie blyndenes of such vsage, and so 1 
endiu'O incomparablie worse, than thoy doe whome they so 

' veK. I therefore did then indure perforce in others such ill 
manners, being now a teacher, which I would not acknow- 
ledge and amend in my self, when I was a scholler : wAich ] 
to anoide, I remoued thither, where I was assured no such 
Tnriilinesse to be practised. But thou my hope and my 
portion in the land of the lyuing, for the sauing of my 
Bonle, didst at Carthage putt spurres to me to bale me ! 
thence, and didst shew me allurements at Rome to draw 
me thither. And ail this didst thou by men, who loued 
this dead life, heere committing madd prankes, and there 
promising vaine things, whose peruersnes, as also myne, f 
thou didst vse with secret wisedome, to the correction of 
my pathes ; for both those that disturbed my studies, wera 
blvnde with ouglie woodnes, and those that inuited me 
otherwhere did taste nothing but earth, and I who detested i 
heere true miserie, did also desire there false felicitie. But 
why I departed hence and went thither, thou my god, well 
vnderstoodeat, and yet didst not tell me, neither my mother, 
who lamented maynlio my departure, and who followed me J 
vnto the sea side : but I beguiled her, forceiblie staying 

- me, to the end either she might change my minde or at 
leate go with me r And I fejned my self so friendly to 
her, that I would not forsake her till the wynde serued,' £ 
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when I lied to her, althongbe so I'are a mother, and away 
went I from her, and passed safe, bicause thou mercifuUio 
didst spare me, keeping me from the waters ot the sea, 
4 althongho I was full of execrable filthines, vnto the waters 
of thy grace, wherein I being washed and cleansed, the 
flouds of my mothers teares might be dried vp, wherewith 
she watered the earth vnder her daylie for me ; who refusing 
8 to retourne home without me, I could hardlie persuade to 
stay one night at the memorie of blessed Ctpeian, which 
was neere our shippe ; That night did I slippe from her, 
sayling on my ioumie, and she remayned behinde praying 

1 2 and weeping. And what did she request ot thee my God, 
with so many teai'os, but that thou wouldest not suffer me 
to aaile thence 1 But thou deepelie prouyding, and hearing 
the hinge or prineipall weight of her desire, didst not 

16 respect what she then asked, that thou mightst bring to 
passe that which she allwayes wished. The windes blow 
and filled our sailes, and carried the shore out of onr sighte : 
That morning was she mad, filling thine eares, with griefe, 

20 complaynt and lamentation, which thou contemnedst, haling 
me hy my desires to fuUfill them, and beating that carnall 
desire of hers with the iust whip of sorrowe. For she 
loued ray presence as mothers vse, and much more than 

24 many doe, litle knowing what ioye thou wast in working 
her by my absence, and bicause she knew not, therefore 
she wept and ciied, and in those perturbations she prooued 
her self of the rcliijuea of Elte, when she sought with 

28 sorrow which she had borne with griefe./ And yet after 
that she had accused my treacherie and crueltie, tourning 
her agaioe to beseeche thee for me, she retoui-ned to her 
home, and I went on to Eoub, And beholde there am I 

32 apprehended by the whip of corporall sicknes, and so 
hastened towards hell, bearing all my sinnes with me, 
which I had committed against thee, my self, or others, 
which were many and greeuoua, oner and aboae the band of 

36 original] sinne, whereby we all dye in Adam ; for thou 
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haddest not yet pardoned any of them in Christ, neither 
had he {according to my errour) dissolued in his flesh the 
enmitie, which I had inciiired by my sinnes. For how 
ahouldeet thou lose and vndoe it hy fantastieall suiEei'ing 
on the Crosse onehe, which 1 did beleeue of thy sonne ; so 
that how false then did seeme vnto me the death of the 
flesh, so trulie was my soule indeede dead ; And looke bow 
true and certaine, the death of Christa flesh was, so false 
■was the life of my soule not beleeuing it. Thus my fcuera 
increaBing, I went forward towards death and perdition ; 
for whither els should I then haue gone, it I had djed, but 
into the fire and torments due to my desertes, by the ] 
veritie of thy iust order. And this did she litle imagine ; 
yet for me did she pray absent ; but thou weai't allwayea 
present, hearing her where she wan, and shewing mercie 
to me where I was ; so that I recouered the health of my 1 
bodie, albeit I remayned mad in sacrilegioiis soule. For 
then did not I desire thy baptisme, allthoughe in such 
danger, and better was I being an infant, when I (in a 
fiorte) did craue it in my mothers pietie, as I haue confessed ; £ 
but now had I growne in shamefullnes, and did deride tha 
counsaile of thy medicine, of madnes ; albeit thou didst 
licence me to escape double death : With which wounds 
if my mothers hart had beene stroken, she had nener re- i 
couered it. For I can not sufiicienthe espresse her myudo 
r towards me, who bare me now in spirit with greater care 
t and griefe, than she had donne my bodie in flesbe. Where- 
fore I see not how she could haue endured it, if my death £ 
in that state had pierced the bowells of her loue ; and 
where had beene then, her so many prayers without 
intermission, but with thee ? Couldest thou god of mercies 
despise the contrite and humble hart of that chaste and 2 
sober widdow, multiplying almes-deedes, seruing and 
wayting on thy Saintes, and omitting no day the oblation 
and sacrifice at the Altar ; visiting thy chiu«h daylie twice, 
morning and euening without any intermission, not to talke 3 
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there of vaine toyes or olde wyues deuises, but lo Ijoare 
thee in thy speachos, and to be heard of thee in hep 
prayers. Couldest thou neglect such a ones teares, or 
i repell such a one from thy helpe, whom by thy graco thou 
hadst made so good J and who asked of thee not goldo and 
siluer, nor any mutable and transitorie thing, but the 
aaluatJoQ of her chOdea soulol No Lord, rather wast thoa 
8 then present, and didst woi-ke for her, yet in that manner 
and order as thou hadst predestinated to be donna God 
forbid thou shouldst deceyue her in those visions and gjj g\ i„. 
answers of thine, which I haue rehearsed, and others which aftrerajS^ 

12 I haue omitted, which she still conserued in faithfull brest, v™nB and 
and eaer praying did suggest vnto thee, as thy hand- "'"'' 
writtes ; for bicauso thy mercies are eteruall and endlesse, 
thou vouch safest to such to become debtor by thy 

16 promises, to whome thou remittest all their sinnes. 
Thou didst recouer me from that sicknes, and didat sane 
the childe of thy handmayd then in bodie, that he might 
lyue and be capable afterward of thy greater and more 

20 certayne saluation of soulo, my hope from my youth, [Lib. a, jar. i] 
whei* wast thou, and where didat thou decline from mei 
hadst not thou made me, and eeuered me from fowre 
footed beastes and birdes of the ayer : thou madest me 

24 wiser, than they, and capable of true wisedome, yet I walked 

in darknes and slipperio wayes. I sought thee withoute liii;0;c:l 
me, and could not fyude thee God of my hart. I had now 
descended into tha bottoma of the sea of errour, and did 

28 distrust and despayer of euer fynding the tmthe, when my g* /^ngaa- 
mother strong in pietie came vnto me, following after me H^.j^ihto 
by land and -sea, still secure of theo and thy promise, in tJ^ttiu!'" 
whatsoeiier perilla she passed : For in dangers on the sea, 

32 she comforted the shipmen themselues, who vsuallie are 
wont to cheere fresh water i>asseugers, being perturbed 
therewith, promising them safe anauall, for that thou S"BhorfrJUi 
hadst promised her this by vision. Comming then she rtsiona. 

S6 fyndeth me allmoste despayriug to fynde out thy truthe '• 

rXMALE aAINTB. K 
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which when I had intimated to her, declaring that I was 
DOW neither Manichee nor Catholike, she did not leape for 
ioy thereat, as if she had heard an eucnt ynlooked for ; but 
aUi*eadie secure in parte of release of my miserie, so dooth 
she now bowaile me dead, as neere to be raised vp to thee : 
wherefore on the beere of her cogitation, she carieth me 
out before thee, that thou mightest say to the sonue of the 
widow, Tonff man, I »ay vrUo thee. Arise ; and so he mighte 
reuiue and begin ne to speake, and thou then giue him to 
his mother. Her hart therefore did not esult with any 
tiubulent ioye, hearing so much to he wrought of that she 
wept for, that I now waa freed of my falshoode, althoughe ] 
I had not obtayned the truthe ; nay rather bicause she was 
without doubte that thou wouldeat peiforme and perfect 
which waa wanting, whereas thou hadst promised the 
wholle : moste quietlio and in hart contidentlie, ete ! 
answered me, that she hoped in Christ, that before she 
departed this life, she should see me a faythf ull Catholike- 
And this did she to me. But to thee Lord, fountaine of 
mercies, did she offer more thicke prayers, and plentiful! : 
teai-es, tluit thou wouldest accelerate thy holpe, and 
illuminate my darkues, tliat I mighte (1) more studiouaiie 
mnne to the Chiwch, and there be suspended at the mouth 
o£ Ambrose, to sucke the mounting waters into life euer- ! 
lasting : For she loued that man as the Augell of God, 
knowing that by him I waa brought to that staggering, 
wherein I waa, hoping verilie thereby, and thereto con- 
cundng this new fitt and sharpe periU, as it were a critieall ! 
occesse of my sicke humour or ague, that I would passe 
throughe from sicknes to health, She one day visiting the 
memories or reliques of the Saintes, and bringing with her 
thither meate and wine, as she had vsed in Afeike, the \ 
dorekeeper not permitting her to enter therewith, when 
she vnderstood that the Bishop Ambbose had so prohibited, 
BO religiousUe, and obedienthe did she yield and submitte 
heiaelf, that I meruailed thereat, to see her more easilie ; 
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to accept of his prohibition, than to defend her custome ; poora there 

Inthehoaoui 

yea rather to forgoe it, than to dispute or contradict orthasaint 

AuBKOSEa commaiidement. For she wae not possessed with ™^ in 'he 

I the loue of wine, neither did such delight spurre her to the chri»ia mys- 

hatred of truthe, as it dooth many men and women, who '5* "'''''' '" 

'J ' time peiiplo 

as much lothe the song of sobrietie, as bibbing folke, doe ^"^^jf^"" 
loathe watered wine. But she when she had brought her i"^^^^"' 

i litle basket fraight with hersolemne meates to be tasted by p^^blieii^ 
her self, and to be bestowed on others, on her self she tnoua pc'r- 
beBtowed onelie a, litle supping or drinke, soberHe tempered, wniunn) did 
whence she could hardlie be incensed. And albeit there tiist their 

J were sondrie memories of the dead, which seemed worthie ■ 
to be honoured in that manner, to weete sondrie places with ' 
Bundrie messes, yet she caried one aboute all, both watered "■ 
well and key colde (!) : Which she tasted and destributed to 

i those that did accompanie her, for she sought for pietie, 
not for pleasure therein. Wherefore learning that it was 
the will of thy worthie preacher and prelate of pietie, 
Ambbose, that none should any more vse that fashion, 

) were they neuer so sober therein, fearing that by it any 
occasion of swilling and ryoting might be giuen, and 
withall for that this vsage seemed to resemble the funerall 
festiuities of the Gentills, she therefore, moate willinglie 

[ abstayned, and insteede of a basket full of earthfull fruits, 
she learnt to bring a hrest fraight with religious vowes and 
desires, to the memories of the martyrs, and to bestow on 
the poore, what she was able ; And if the communication c 

i of our liords bodie was there celebrated, to participate si 
therein, for imitation of wliich passion the martyrs wei'e ^ 
immolated. And • it seemeth to me my Lord and god, as c 
thou best seest, that she had not bo eastlie forgone her c 

} custome, if she had beene forbidden by an other, whome she 
had not loned as she did Ambeose, whome for my saluation 
■she honoured highlie, and whome he on the other side did 
much reuerence for her moste religious conuersation : for 

) that she was so feruent in spirite, therewith multiplying 
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goode worses, and frequenting the Churche ; in so mucli 
that often times seiiig me, he would Iiursb oute into her 
commeDdation, congratulating with me, that I had such a 
mother ; althougho he knew not, what a ^onne she then had i 
of me, who doubted of all those things, and despaired that 
I shculd Buei- fiiide out the way of life. / 

She also once asked thy seruant and bishop Aubrose his 
counsell and sentence touching the fasting on satei-day : he 8 
answered that not preiudicing the customes of other churches, 
she should keepe his, and should fast the Saterday while 
she lyued at Hilaue, and at Kome to obseme the custome 
there. Afterwards I hauing receiued, the grace of thy 12 
Eaptisme thou that makest men of one mynde to dwell in 
one house together, didst consociate and ioyne vnto me 
besides othej's EuoDius & yong man, being borne in the 
same towne with me, who hauing beene a souldiour, was 10 
Gonuerted to thee, and baptised too before me, and more 
now forgoing his temporall warfareing giideth and armeth 
himself to thine. We were together and dwelt together, 
and with holie consent did seeke what place might fitt ts 20 
best, and seruing thee together retourned into AmiCA. In 
the way coming to Ostia at the mouthe of Tibeb, there 
dooth my mother dye ; But first Lord, to vs all thy seruants, 
through thy gift that epeake vnto thee, and who before hei- 2 1 
death were vnited in one consociation to theo, so did she 
serue, as if we had beene all her fathers, such care had she 
of vs, as if she had beene all our mothers. 

I disputing one day of order and gods prouidence, with 28 
LiCENTiua, Tkioetus, ZfiNoBios and others, she commeth in ; 
who vnderstanding the question, deiuandeth how far we had 
proceeded ; "Whose comming in and deniande when I had 
after our manner commanded to he written, as othei" 33 
epeaches and discourses were : ' What meane you (sayth she) 
did you euer reade in your bookes, that women were 
brought into these kinde of disputacions 1 ' I answered, ' yea : 
with our auncestors, women had disputed and playd the £6 
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philosophers, and that ' philoaophie plei 

that you may vnderstand, this greete w 

latine signifieth the loua of wisedom 

4 diuine ecripturea which you greatlie 



seth me much ; for [' r. thji 
3rd Philosophia in 
I. Whereupon the 
embrace, doo not 
Tuinersallie or absolutely command philosophers to be 
auoyded and derided, but the philosophers of this worldo : 
And that there is an other worlde farro distant from our 
8 sight, and which the vnderstanding of a few sounde heads 
doe diaceme, Christ himself dooth sufficienthe signifye, 
saying : My kingdome la not qf this worlde ; he dooth not 
say, my kingdome is not of the worlde, but not of this 

12 visible worlde. And whoaoener thinkelb all philosophic to i'"?rj^ 
be eschewed, will nothing els, but not to loue ■wisedorae. ^(J,]^^' 
I should therefore contemne you in this my writing, if you 
were not a louer of wisedome ; but I might not despise you, 

IG albeit you did but meanolie loue it, much lesse if you loued 
it, afi much as I doe ; But whereas you loue it more than 
me, whome I know how greatlie you loue, nay seeing that 
you haue so profited therein, that not the feare of any 

20 misfortune, nor the horrour of death, which to men moste 
learned is wont to be difficult, can terrifie you, wSsch all 
confesse to be tho toppe of philosophie, can I with reason, 
not admitte you, amongst the students and professors of 

24 philosophie 1 ' Hereat she mildelie and reHgiouslie answer- 
ing that I neuer had tolde such a lie, and we perceyuing our 
selues to haue spoken and written much, to the iust 
quantitie of a booke, our wryting tables also f ayling, and 

28 somewhat also to ease my stomacke, it was thought good to 
deferre the question. / 

Not long before we were at Milane, this Church, began r-ii"; "• ••7' 
to celebrate this kinde of consolation and exhortation ; to ^^' 

32 weete of singing together with voices and harts : For a 
years before or litle more, when Iustina, mother to Valen- 
TiNiAN the Emperour, yet a childe, did persecute thy seruant 
AUBBOSE for the loue of the Arrian heresie, wherewith 

36 she was seduced, thy religiooa people did watche in the oWo."° 
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Chureli being readie to dye, with their bishop thy seruant. 
There was likewise my mother, thy handnmyd, bearing a 
cheefe part in this care and watchinga, and lyuijig by 
prayer. I yet colde from thy spirite, was notwithstanding 4 
troubled, the Cittie being bo amazed and perplexed : Then 
was it appointed, that like as the Churches of the East 
vsed, so their hynmes and psalmes should be song, that the 
people mighte not throughe tediousnes of griefa faynte and 8 
bo dismayed. From which time that Tse hath beene con" 
tinned to this day, many churches, yea ahnoste all thy 
fiorkea throughe the woi'lde imitating the same. Then 
diddest thou lord, shew by a vision to thy bishop, in what 13 
' place the bodies of thy martyrs Pbotabids and GERUAaiua 
lay ; which so many yearea thou hadst shutte vp and 
conserued incorrupt, in the treasure of thy secret ; whence 
thou mightest when oportunitie required, bring them forth IG 
to represse the womanish furie of the Empresse : For when 
' they were reuealed, and being taken vp were translated 
with due honour to Ambroses churche ; not onelie pos- 
sessed persons wore deliuei'ed, the diuells confessing, but 20 
also a blyude man, and a cittisen, that had beene so many 
yeares knowen to the whole Cittie, hearing the tumultuous 
exultation of the i>eople, and enquiring the cause j that 
knowen, he leapeth vp, and willeth his leader to bring him 2i 
to the bodies ; whither when he was broughte, he requested 
and obtayued to be admitted so neere, as that he might> 
^i^aof ^^"^ ^"^ handkerchife touch the beare of thy Saintes, 
Iii'^°'M° "Jioss death is precious in thy sighte ; which when ho had 28 
™™1™fBJai '^o'^S' ^^^ ^^ putt it to his eyes, they preaentlie ore 
ihoreot / opened. Thereat runneth aboute the fame thereof ; thereat 
issue out thy feruent and glittering praises; thereat the 
myndo of the Aduersarie woman, was stayed from her 32 
persecuting furie, althoughe not plyant to be cured there- 
with. Thankes be to thee my god ; whence and whither 
hast thou ledd my memorie Lorde, that I ebould 
confesse these things, and forgett greater matters ; and for 36 
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all this, when the Bweete odour of thy spirituall oyntmcnta f^piriti 
did so Bmell, yet did not I rimne iift^r thee, and therefore gpiriti 
did I more ahounduntlie wecpc, amidst the Canticles of "i^'"' 
4 those thy hymnes ; first gaping and gasping for breath to 
thee, and at last breathing out after thee, aa much as my 
poore litle breath could aSorde from my house of haye, / 
But I being by thy grace come honie to thy Chui-che, 
8 and therein proceeding towards thee our etemaU home in. 
heauen, we retouming to our uatiuo soilc, to fix our tenia 
before thee and for thee, my mother in the way is tatcn 
away from ts to thee; And being at Ostia, her day ofher 

12 npproching when she was to deparl^ this life vnknowen to "''' ' 
VM, but foreseene by thee ; It happened by thy procure- 
ment but by secret wayes of thine, that I and shee stood 
one day leaning, at a ccrtayue windowe wAtch looked into 

16a garden of the house where we lodged ; being there alone 
and remote from companie, after the labour of a long 
ioumey, we now I'epayred and restored our strength against 
our passage ouer the sea ; We talked heere moste sweetlio, 

20 and forgetting things past, and extending our selues 
towards the thirga to come, we soughte hetweene vs, 
before the present truth which thou art Lord, what a life 
that etemall life of Saints is to be, which neither eye hath 

24 beheld, or eare heard, nor hart conceiued, and we gaped 
with the mouth of our hart at the Bupernall waters of the 
fountaine of life, which is with thee, that being sprinkled 
therewith, as we were capable thereof, we might in some 

28 sorte conceiue it. And when our spceche proceeded 
forward to that end, so that the dehghte of camall senses, 
were it neuer bo greate or coi-porallie cleare, in respect of 
the ioye of that life, was not onelie vnworthie of com- 

32 pariaon therewith, but of naming also ; and ascending 
Ligher with more ardent aEEectioa, to that which is all- 
wayes one and immuteable, we moujite by degrees aboue 
all corporall things, yea aboue the heauen whence the 

36 Bunne and moone, and starree send forth their light vpon 
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the face of the earth. And soaring higher by thinking 
and talking of thee, and admiring thy workes, we come 
to consider the excellent nature of our myiidee, whieh yet 
leauing beneathe vs, we passed farther, hoping to attayne 4 
to the region of indeficient aboimdance, where thou feedest 
Israel with the foode of truthe for euer, and where wise- 
dome is life, by which wisedome all these things were 
made, and all that hath beene or shallbe, ifc self not being 8 
made, but still remayuing as it was, and so ener shall be, or 
rather wanting ' was ' or ' shallbe,' hath onelie ' is ' ; bicause 
it is eternall ; for ' was,' and ' shallbe ' are not etemall. And 
while we thus common and gape hereat, we did touch it 12 
a litle, with the whole force of our hart, and sighed and 
left the first Eruites of our Epirite there tyed, and retourned 
to the noyse of our m.outhe, talking againe with wordea 
wliich haue beginning and end; and what is like to thy 16 
worde, O Lord, all way lasting without oldenes, and 
renewing all things. "VVe sayed therefore, if the tumult 
or trouble of flesh must be silent (before any), let likewise 
the fansies or representations of earth, water, and ayer be 20 
silent ; yea the Poles, and the soule it self let it be hushe : 
But ascending beyond it self not thinking of it self, let 
dreames moreouer, and imaginarie reuelations, euerie 
tongue and signc, and whatsoeuer is made (by any inno- 24 
uation or mutation) be silent ; for if you listen what they 
say, you shall heare them gpeake thus, all these things ; 
• We made not onr selues, but ho made vs, who abideth one, 
eternnllie ; ' This being spoken, if more they dare not, but 28 
are silent, for that they haue erected their eare to heare 
btm speake onelie that made them ; and if he speake alone, 
not by them his creatures, but by himself, to the end we 
may heare his worde, not by a carnall tongue, nor by the 32 
voice of an Angell, neither by the soundo of a cloude, 
neither by the obscure signification of a similitude, but 
by himself whome we loue in these, let vs then heare him 
without these, as we now extend our selues : and with S6 
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swift cogitation not staying there, doe touch the otemaJl 
wisetlomo lasting ahoue all things : that this might 
continue, and that other visions and eightos of inferionr 
i kjndo mighte be withdrawen : so that this one migtte 
caiTie Ts, and Ewallow vs vp, and hide vs beholders, within 
the interloTir and inward ioyes, that our life for euer might 
be like to this moment of Tnderatanding, after which wo 
8 sighed. Is not this, that : Enter into t/ie ioyea qfthy Lorde. 
And when shall this be 1 Perhaps when all we shall arise : 
but yet all shall not then be changed, (to weete into im- 
passibilitie and glorie). We talked thus, if not in this 

12 maimer and with these verio wordes : Thou Ix)rd knowest, 
that when wo talked such things, this worlde with all his 
delightes became vile in our sighte and sense. Then sayd 
she ; ' Sonne for my parte, I am delighted with nothing in 

16 this life, "What shall Ilyue longer, why doe I remains heeret Hersiieich: 
I know not ; the hope of this worlde being cleane spent 
within me. One onelio thing was there here-tofore, for 
which I desired to stay a while, which was that I might 

20 see thee & Catholike Christian, before I died: which now Scetiifl 
God hath granted me with aduantage, hauing brought to cathoiifca 
[lasse that I see thee (all earthlie felicitie despised by thee) ^'^?^" 
to be his"seruant ; What then make I longer in this worlde 1 ' ^^" *" 

24 What I answered her to this at that time, I doe not now ci"''f'i"' 
perfectlie remember : Within few dayes after, she fell sicke "•*■ 
of an ague : And while she lay thus aicke, one day she fell ' ^^ ^ 
into a swounde or traunce : She being thug from her sense 

28 of these present things, we come runne ahoute her ; and 
retourning quicklie to her self againe, she looketh at me 
and my brother, and speaketh in manner of demanding 
thoa, ' Where was II ' And seeing vs striken with griefe; 

32 ' You shall (nayth she) lay your mother heere.' I held my .^" fWntB 
peace and repressed my teares : My brother sayd some ^'li^^ii^^o'i 
thing to her, wherewith he seemed to wishe and hope, '^™'"'^ 
as more happie, that she mighte dye in her owne 

36 contrie and not abrode; which when she heard, looking 
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at him with a Bterne couDtenance, for that in mynde 
ho tasted such things, she forthwith toumelh hor eye 
to me and sayeth, ' See what he sayeth ' : Aad then to vb 
bothe, ' Lay this bodie (sayeth slie) wheresoeuer yon Kat ; 4 
let no care thereof troble you, onelie this I request of you. 
That at the Altar of our Iiord, wheresoeuer you be, yon 
doe remember me ; ' Which when she had sayd the best she 
couIJe, she was silent and the disease increasing, she waa 8 
more exercised. And I considering thy gifts my god 
inuisible, which thou pattest into the harts of thy faJthfull, 
and whence proceede admirable fruites, reioyccd thereat, 
and gaue thankes vnto thee, remembering what befoi-e I 12 
knew of her, to weete, with what care she allwayes desired, 
to be buried by her husband, for which cause she had 
prouided and prepared her eeptilcher there ; For hauing 
Jyued with him verie peaceablie and quietlie, her will and 16 

' desire was (such is the mynde of man lesse capable of diuine 
things) to haue this addition to her felicitie, and to be 
remembered of men, that it might be granted her after ter 
pilgrimage ouer the sea, both bodies of her self and her 20 
deere husband to be interred together. But when this 
inanitie or vanitie first began to leaue her harte, 
throughe the greatnes of thy bountie, I knew not ; yet now 
reioyced I and admired that she was thus disposed; althoughe 24 
in that speache of hers with me at the window, when she 
sayd, ' what doe I heere in this worlde,' she seemed not to 
desire that her olde wishe, to dye in her contrie. I heard 
also afterward, how that she being at Ostia, with certayne 28 
of my friends, I being absent, of her motherlie confidence 

J one day discoursed of the contempt of this life, and of the 
commoditie of death. Whereat they admiring the vertue 
of the woman which thou hadst giuen her, and asking her 32 
if she were not afeard, to leaue her bodie so faire from her 
Contrie 1 'Nothing {sayeth she) is farre from god, neither 
may I iustlie feare, but that he will knowe what ia myne 



at the later day to raise it to life.' / 
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TLe nintbe Jay thea of her sicines, and the fiftie and Hur ngo una 
eixth yeare of her age, and the thirtie three of myne, did tinMither 
that vertuoua and religious Eoule leaue her bodie. I closed [^j,. 12.] 
4 her eyes, and ahouodant sorrow ouerwhelmed my hart 
strings ; so that it burst oute into teares ; yet there also did 
myne eyes, throughe the forceible commandment of my Spo our 
mynde drinke and drie vp their owne teares, with which dominion 
8 conflict I was much payned. When she gaue vp her poaaions, 
ghoste, my boye Abeodatdb, cried playne oute, but being tiaeaMMs. 
reproued by all vs, he held hia peace;.. .Neither did we thinke 
it decent, to celebrate that funeral! with weeping com- whonteto 

12 playntfi ; for that with such vses, the miserie of them that dying, 
dye ia to be bewayled, or their death as vtter destruction 
to be lamented. But she neither dyed miserablie, neither 
dyed at all; which we beleeue for the greats documents 

16 and exemplar forme of her manners, for her faith vnfeyned 
and other certayne reasons. And what was that which 
wrought me so greate griefe within me, but this new 
wounde made by this sodaine brrache of our sweete and 

20 deere conuersation with eaehe other. I tooke some comfort 
of her testimonie, that being pleased with my attendance 
on her, and dutifullnes in her sicbnes, she called me good Hercom- 
and kinde childe, and she testified with greate affection of hat *>iiiib 

24 loue, that she neuer heard fall from ray mouthe, any roughs 
and contumelious speache. But what was that my god, my 
maker, what dutie or honour donne her by me, was com- 
parable to her seruice and care taken for met Being 

38 berefte of so greate a comfort, my soule was wounded, and 
my life, which was in a manner composed of hers and myne 
owne, was by this separation tome in twoo. We hauing 
stilled the childe Adeodatus, Euodics opened the psalter, 

32 and began to sing the Psalme Misericordiam et ivdicium 
earUabo tihi Domine etc. : to which all we in the house 
answered ; which being heard, many brethren and religious 
women came together to vs, and while those did dresse the 

36 corse to whome it appertayned, I going into a conuenient 
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roome ty, witb tliose that remayned with me, did i 
and discourse of such tilings as I thought fitt for the time : 
and with that foode of truthe did I mitigate my griefe 
oneiie knowne to thee, when others did attentiuelJe hsten 
to me, and litle thought what I felt ; yea imagined me to 
haue no feeling of griefe : hut I in thy hearing, where no 
mau was, did reprooue my ouersoft hart, and did bridle the 
headines of my sorrowe, which yielded a litle, but breaking 
out afreshe, althoughe not into tearea or change of counte- 
E.tnee, I knew well what 1 repressed within my hart ; And 
bicause it greened me much that humane affections were 
BO potent within me, which notwithstanding by course, ' 
order and debt of our condition must needea happen, with 
one griefe did I grieue at the other, and so with double 
affliction was it wasted. / When the bodie was caried forth, 
we goe with it, and retoume thence without teares, neither ] 
in those prayers which we powred forth vnto thee, when 
the SACRIFICE of our price was ofiered for her, The bodie 
standing by the sepulcher, before it was buried, as the 
' fashion is there, In all thia did I not weepe, but all the day : 
was I within full of sorrowe, and with troubled mynde did I 
beseecte thee, aa I was able, that thou wouldest heale my 
griefe, which thou diddest not, for that cause, I thinke 
better to commend to my memorie by this document, the i 
band of generall cuatoroe, albeit somewhat repugning to 
our mynde, which is f edd now not with deeeyuing wordes. 
I also thought it conuenient for me to goe wash my self in 
the bathes, for that the Greekes terme is fiaXavtiov, for that ' 
it repelleth anxietie of mynde : And I conf esse vnto thy 
mercie, Father of Orphans, that I washed my self ; yet 
remayned I all one, as before, for I could not sweate out 
from my hart that bitterues of sorrow. Afterward 1 ', 
slept, and awaking thence, I felt my griefe much aswaged, 
and being in my bed alone, I remembered the true teaching 
Terses of thy seruaut Ambbose, saying, Thou God art 
maker q/" all, and ruler qf the pole, Cladding (As day with i 
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eomelie tigJUe, with graUfvll sleeps liJcevnee Vie nighl, Tlial 
weane honea may he refreshed, And wasted mindes redressed, 
And gri^e demisd that it oppreaaed. Then began, thy 
4 handmayd afreshe to retourne to my minde, her godlie and 
reli'gioua conuersation towarJa thee, and her mylde and 
sweete behauiour towards me, which now I was bereft of; 
wherefore I now listed to weepe before thee for her, and 
8 touching all that of her abonte my self also, and for my 
self, and I permitted my tearea now to runne their pleasure, 
which before I had contayned, strowing them Tnder m.y 
hart, ■which rested in them, for that thy eares were there 

12 and not mans, who pi-oudlie might interprete m^ weeping. 
And now Lord I confesae to thee in my writings, reado 
them that list, and interprete thoy as they please, and if 
it were a sinne for me to weepe for my mother a litle peece 

16 of an houre, being dead in my sighte, who had wept for me 
many yearea, that I might line in thy sighte, let liim not 
laughe at me, if he be greate in charitie let liiin weepe too 
for my sinnea, to the father of all brethren of thy Christ. 

20 But I being now cured of that wotmde, whereby camall ic>p. is.] 
affection might be reproued, doe poure oute vnto thee our 
God a far different kinde of teares for her thy Eeruant, ^™^'^'' 
flowing from a contrite spirite, throughe consideration of g^ orirfmiii 

24 the perUls of euerie soule which dieth in Adam. Albeit »"^'^=t^ 
ehe was reuiued againe in Christ, and in her life SO lyued, 
that thy name is lauded in her faith and manners, yet dare Baptisme 
I not say that since thou didst regenerate her by baptisme, ^^^ 

28 no one worde escaped her against thy commandement ; and _ „ . 
it was sayd by the truth thy Sonne ^ any say to hit brollier, '^^"^*""'}^ 
/oole;heahallbeguiltieqfheUfire; and woe also to the laudable ^,^f|,^|y 
O e of men, if thou discusse and trie them withoute mercie : ^°^'«i"- 

32 but bycauso thoa doest not exact faults we haue grea 
confidence, that she hath founde a place of indulgence wi 
thee; And whosoeuer dooth number vnto thee, his true ttdo merits 
merits what dooth he but recouute thy gifts t that men ^^^ 

S6 would know them eelues, and that those that doe glorie gfcu. 
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woulde glorie in our Lorde. I therefore, my praise, my 

life, and god of my hart, setting by a wliile her good acta, 

for which with ioyfuU hart I tlianke thee, now doe I 

beaeeche thoe for the sinnes of my mother, heare mo by 

the medicine of our woundea which hung on the Crosse, 

SuiM** ^'i** sitteth at thy riglite hand and dooth intreato for vs ; I 

^^toT know she showed mereie to others, and from her hart 

thedead. B, forgane others that had oSended her, their offences, remitte 

'P'hSthi' ^^ likewise her offences and debts, if she hath incurred 

Iwf^bted' ^'^y these many yeares, since the water of health, forgiue 

fua pwb^Wb ^^^ lorde, forgiue her, I beseech thee ; enter not into 

oomSde''-" iudgement with her, let mereie ouerweighe iudgement, for 1 

''™' thy speachea are true, and thou hast promised mereie to 

those that are mercifull ; and she to be such was thy gift, 

who wUt hiiue pittie on those whome thou pittiest, and wilt 

performe racrcie on whome thou hast pittie. And I belaeue 1 

thou hast donne this aUreadie, which I beaeeche thee ; yet 

my Toluntarie oblation approue good lorde ; for she (her 

houre of death approching) Lad no minde or cogitation to 

Mote. couer her bodie sumptuouslie, or to be dressed with spicea, 5 

neither wished a braue toombe, or buriall in her contrie j 

she coTOiaanded YS none of these, but this onelie that aha 

a„ti,g might be remembered at thy Altar at which she aenied 

di"nit?eof tbee (no day omitted) knowing that there the hoste or ; 

victime was dispensed or imparted, wherewith the hand- 

riting of apii'ituall debt, contrarie to va was cancelled, 

- and wherewith our aduersarie that counteth and ohiecteth 

our sinnes, was lead in triumphe, seeking somewhat tn ; 
' obiect against him, and fynding nothing by liim^ we ouer- 
cajne. Who ahall ponre againe backe to him, that innocent 
bloudt who shall restore him the price, wherewith he 
bought vs out of the handes of that common enemie t At ; 
the Sacrament of which price of ours, thy handmiiyd bound 
her Boule with the band of faithe. Let none separate her 
from thy protection, let neither the lion, nor the dragon by 
force or snares interpose themselues against her : for she j 
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will not answer tbat she hath no dobts, leste she be conuinced 
and gotten by the craftie accuser ; but she will answer hor 
debts to haue bcene forgiuen by him, to whome none can 
4 restore equall, for that he payed for vs without any 
obligation : Let her be then in peace with her husband, 
before whome she was neuor maried to man, and after 
whose death she neuer tooke husband : whome she serued, 
8 bringing thee forth fruite in patience, to the end she 
might gaino him vnto thee. Inspire my Lord and god, 
inspire thy seruants my brethren, thy childi'en my maisters, ' 
whome with tongue and hart and learning I seme, that I 

12 whoesoeuer shall i-eade these things, they will remember at J 
thy altar thy seruant MosiCA, with her husband Patricius, 
by whose fleshe thou brougbtest me into this life, how I 
know not. Let them remember with pittifuU and deuoute 

16 affection, in this tranKitorie life my parents and my brethren, 
vnder thee our Father, and in onr Catholike mother the 
Churche, and my Cittisens in eternall Hieeusalem, after 
which the pilgrimage of thy people doth long and sigbe, 

20 euen from the beginning to the end, from their entrance in, 
vnto the going oute ; that what she requested of me in her 
end, may be more bountifullie peiformed, by the prayers of 
many better than by my confessions, and prayers oaelie.' / 

24 77« lift qf S*, Agnes Virgin atul Martyr written by iS! 
Amln-ose the latine doclour Bighop qf Milane, to 
Jltligioua Virgins, in his 3; torn : Serin ; 90 ; ^ / 
'Cnf Seruant of Chiist Ahbbose to the holie Virgins. / 

28 Let vs celebrate the festiuitie of this moste sacred vii-gin, 
let psalmes sounde on one side, and lessons be heard on the 
other. Let the multitude of people reioyce in one parte, and 
let Christa poore be releeued in an other. Let vs all then 

S2 be glad in our Lord, and to the edification of virgins, Let 
VB call to mynde, bow and what blessed Agnes suffered ; 
Being now thii-teene yeares olde, she desti'oyed death and ' 






found life, bicause ebe onelj loued tbe Autlior of life : Ser 
infancie was reputed equall to maoy yeares, being yong in 
bodie, she was moste o!de in myndo : for time vnskillf ull, 
but in trutbe graae and wise ; fayre of face, but more for 
faitb. / 

When sbe on a time retourned home from acboole, the 
Gouerners sonno of Rome was enamoured of her, whereupon 
he harkeneth after hir parents, and fynding them he 
beginneth to make grcate offers, to giue large promises, if 
they will consent to hia suite. Besides to obtajne Agnes 
good will, ha ppesenteth her with precious iowells and 
omnments, which she reieoteth as dirte. Whereat the yong ] 
man began to be moro earnest, and thinking that sbe looked 
for richer things, he bringeth her far more costlie attire, 
and layoth before her all the glorie of all sorts of rare and 
precious stones : beside he soliciteth hia purpose by himself ] 
and friends, by kinsfolkes and acijiiaintance, promising 
Bubstance and houses, possessions and families, and to be 
fihort all kinde of worldlie commodities, if she would accept 
of him for her huabund. Whereunto Agses is sayed to i 
haue retourned this answer : ' Away from me thou f ewell of 
sinne, thou nutriment of iniijuitie, thou foode of death. 
Auant from me, there is an other loner that hath preuented 
thee, who hath made me fayrer ofEers than thou canst, who S 
bath giuen me richer Jewells, than thou hast; who 
hath betrothed me to him with the ring of faith ; who 
Burpasseth thee in stockc and nobilitia. He hath adorned 
my right arme with an inestimable bracelett, and my necke 2 
with precious stones aboue price : he bath putt on myne 
eares margarites vnualuable, and on euerie side hath beaett 
me, with glittering and glorious gemmes : he hath placed 
in my face a signe that I can not admitte ajiy wooer to me 3 
beside him : He bath attired me with a gowne of cloth of 
golde, and hath bedecked me rounde aboute with cbaynes 
vnmeasurable for worth : and with all and aboue all, he 
hath shewed me such incomparable tre^isures, as can not be 3 
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tolde, wLicli he hath promised me moBtefaithtullie, if I will 
remayne sure to him. I can not therefore to the contumelia 
and disgrace of my first louor, beholde any new, and leaue 

[ him to ■wbome in charitie I am fastened : whose gentilitie 
is more excellent, whose power more mightie, whose 
countenance more louelie, whose loue more sweets, and ' 

exceeding all fauour : who hath allreadie prepared me a 

I mariage bed, and who with organea and other musieall 
instrumenta and voices dooth delight me ; From hia mouth 
haue I tasted Lonie and mUke, his embracings haue I 
allredie enioyed, my bodie ia coupled to his, and his blond 

i hath beautified my cheekes ; whose mother is a virgin, 
whose father neuer knew woman, who hath AngeUa to 
waite on him, whose beautie the sunne and moone doe 
admire, whose sraeU dooth raise vp the dead, whose touch 

I dooth confirme the weake, whose riches neuer decaye, and 
treasure neuer decrease. To him doe I onelie giue my 
faith, to him doe I yield my self with all deuotion, for louing 
him I doe remayne chaste, and touching him I am not ??"?{!''*' 

) defiled, and enioying him I continue still a virgin ; neither ^^^,^ 
do children want after tliis maiTiage, where the ofspring is 
produced without payne, and daylie fertilitie aboundeth.'/ 
The mad yong man hearing this, ia aeised on with blyndo 

[ loue, and throughe anguish of mynde, he fetcheth his winde 
verie short, wherevpon he ia caried to hia bed, and by 
deepe sighes his loue is made manifest to the physicions. 
His father hath intelligence thereof, and for his sonnes sake 

i he maketh the same offers and promises, to purchase the 
maydes good will and consent of friends, which before his 
Sonne had donne. The blessed Aohes denieth saying, that 
she can not for any thing breake her faith giuen too her The Prefect 

! first louer. Thereto the yong mans father replieth ; that he iifrtjutshB 
■was Pi'efect of the Cittie, and therefore none waa more ^9J*"'' 
worthie than himself ; withall he demandeth verie eamestlie, 
what he waa, and who of whose power Agnes made such 

i vanting. Then stepped forth one Parasite, who tolde hiin 
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tlia.t Agues was a Cliristian from her iufaacie, and that ehe 
was BO bewitched withall that she affirmed Christ to be her 
husband. / The Prefect hearing this waxeth verie glad and 
sending men for her, conimandeth them to bring her to the 
bcnche and tribunall seate ; where first he dealeth with, her 
in secret, making her fajre promises, if ehe will consent vnto 
their suite : which not proceeding he layeth on her with 
threates. But the virgin of Christ, was neither seduced by 
flatteries, nor shaken with terrours, bnt keeping one 
countenance and one mynde, dooth alike deride him 
flattering and threatening. SempubonicS the prefect, 
beholding such constancie in the yong mayde, he soliciteth 1 
earnestlie her parents ; who bicause they were of nobilitie 
he could not enforce, wherefore he pretendeth against them, 
that they were Christians also. / 

Well the day foUowing, he willeth Agnes to be brought 1 
before him, to whome againe and againe he repeateth, how 
his Sonne did loue her. All which speachea when ho 
perceiued to be in vaine, he then giueth commandeinent to 
bring her to his Tribunall seate, who being there presented, 2 
he beginneth thus to her. ' The superstition of the Christians, 
whose magicall artes do make them^ verie bragge, thou 
must needea cast from thee, or els thou canst not forgoe 
thy madnes of mynde, and be capable of sounde counsel! S 
and aduice. Wherefore thou shalt be sent to the venerable 
goddosse Vesta, if thou Uke so to perseuer in thy purpose of 
virginitie, and on her sacred sacrifices shalt thou attend.' 
To this hoHe Agnea repHed : ' If I haue refused thy sonne, j 
being a lining man, tboughe taken with vniust lone, 
being (I say) a man endewed with reason, able to heare and 
see, feele and walke, and capable of this flourishing lighte 
and of the good thereof ; If for the loue of Christ by no s 
meanes 1 can abide to beholde him, how may I endure to 
worship dumbe and deafe idollea voids of reason or sense, 
and to the iniurie of the supreme god, bowe my necke to 
vaine atones,' The Prefect hearing this answered, 'I un ; 
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desirous to pittie thine iiifaucie, wherefore yet I defeiTe to 
punish thee blasplieaming the gods, seeing thy yearea not 
yet ari'iued a,t sense and vnderstanding ; doe not therefore 

4 despise thyself, to incuire thua the ivrath of god.* ' S' ^^^j'"' 
Agnes repheth saying, ' doe not so despise in me my corporall 
iiifancie, as to thinke that I desire mei-cie or fauoiir at your 
handes, for faith goeth not by yeares, but by true sense, 

8 and God omnipotent dooth more approoue the mjnde of 
men than their yeares. But for thy gods, whose 
indignation thou wouldest not I should incuiTe, permitt 
them hardlie to be augrie at me, let them speaks, let them 

12 command me, let them giuo charge to be worshipped and 
adored : I perceiue you intend that which you shall not 
bring to passe, wherefore doe as you shall thinke good.' 
ITien sayd Sehphbonius, ' choose one of these two : Either 

16 sacrifice to the goddesse Vesta, with her virgins, or els 
thou shalt be thrust into the stewes, and there ahalt be 
enforced to be an harlot, and thy Christians wJio haue thua 
inchanted thee, shall be farre from helping thee, howsoeuer 

20 thou wilt seeme to endure this calamitie prepared, with vu- 
daunted spirite. Wherefore as 1 haue sayd doe honour to 
Vesta, and so honour thy stocke and kinne, or to thy house 
and families ignominie, thou shalt be a publicke queane.' / 

24 To this sayd holie Aqnes with bolde spirite : ' If thou diddest 
know, who is my god, thou wouldest not let such speachea 
passe from thy mouth. I therefore that know the power of 
my Lord lesus Christ, securelie doe contemne thy threates, 

28 trusting that I shall neither sacrifice to thy Idoles, nor be 

defiled by others filthie follie ; For I haue the Angell of my J^e^^J 
Lord the keeper of my bodie ; for the onelie begotten sonne 
of God, whome you know not, is to me an impregnable 

32 wall, and a defender that neuer sleepeth, a protectour that 
neuer faynteth or faileth. As for thy Gods, they are either 
made of iron, wherewith pots were more fittlie to be made 
for mens vses, or of stone, and then more conuenient to 

36 paue the streetes withall: for diuinitie dvelleth not iu 



148 TnE LIPE OF b! AGNES 

stones but in heauen, not in Lrosse or in any mettell, but is 
resident in the supreme tingdome. But tliou and thy like, 
vnlcHse you leaue speedilie worsliipping them, you shall all 
with them be ioyned in punishment : for like as tbey were 
cast by the helpe of fire, bo their adorers shall be cast into 
eternall fire ; not there to be melted or founded, but to be 
tormented and confounded for euer.' Herevpon the madd 
Horfr-n- ludge conuuaudeth that she he stripped, and so naked to be 
le&dd to the common stewea ; The crier going before and 
proclay[m]ing, ' This is sacrilegious Agnes the virgin, that 
blasphemeth the gods, for which fact she ia deliuered vp to 
the stewes.' : 

Mimoniona She IS stripped OS he willeth, wHeh donne her ha,jre 
ofhernaked- being also dissolued and lett loose, God forthwith giueth 
ptoMciion, her hayre such vnwonted thicknes, that she Eeemetb more 
comelie attired therewith to the feele, than if she had '. 
beene clothed. Being bo brought to the place of turpitude, 
and entered therein, she fyndeth the AngeU of God so 
readie to ayde her, that presontlie she was enuironed round 
aboute with a meruailous lighte : In so much that none I 
could abide to looke at her for brightnes thereof ; for the 
whole cabbine glittered as the sunne in his greatest bright- 
nes, and the more curiousHe one would fixe hia eyes on her, 
the more was his sight blunted or dymned with the light. ! 
And when she prostrated herself in prayer before our 
Assrnient Lord, there appeared before her a verie cleare white gar- 
God mndD ment long to her foote, which she taking putt on her naked 

by Angd) " _ ' f' ^ 

^"^ods. I bodie, and eayd withall ; ' I thaako thee my Lord lesus ! 
Christ, that vouchsafest me among thy handmayds, and 
hast commanded this vestment to be giuen me.' This 
gowne was so fitte for her, and 60 conspicuous for bright- 
nes, that none coidd doubte it to be made by AngelJs ', 
handes. This while dooth this stewes become a place of 
prayer, whereinto euerie one that entered did there adore 
and doe reuerence, giuing honour to that meruailous lighte, 
and so came forth more cleane than they went in. After • 
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this commeth the Prefects Sonne (that had heene author of 
all this mischeefe) with his youthf ull companions, thinking 
now to insulte on the poore mayde and to take bia lasciuious 
4 pleasure on her, to her despite and shame. First his com- 
panions with rage and filthie crueltie entering in to her, 
they retouma oute with greate reuerence aad admiration, 
which he repiiting and exprobatiag to be impotencie of 
8 Bpirite, iudgod them vaine, whiteliuered and wretched 
feltowes : and deriding them rusheth rashlie into the place, 
where the virgin did pray, and beholding so greate a lighte 
aboute her, did not for all that doe honour to god; but 

12 pressing presumptuouslie to passe throughe the light to her, 
before he could touch her with his hand, he fell iiatte on his 
face, and being choked by the diuell dyed in the place. / His The diueu 
companions seeing riim stay so long, imagined him to be power glue 

16 busie in his filthie workes, wherefore one that was moste lasciuiona 
familiar with him, entering in to congratulate his ecorne- h'^h'^'^ 
full insultation, and abusing of her, spying bim to be dead, 
crieth out with a loude voice and sayd. ' O yee pittiful! 

20 Bomanea helpe ; this harlot with witchcraft hath slayne 
the gouemers Sonne ; ' forthwith flocketh together the 
people into the Theater, and the furious meynie make 
sondrie exclamations ; Some that she was a witcbe ; Others 

24 that she was innocent ; Others that she was guiltie of sacri- 
ledgo. The Prefect himself hearing his sonne was plajne, 
runneth with greate tumult to the Theater : and entering 
into the place where his childo lay dead, with a loude crie 

28 sayd ; 'O moste cruell woman of all women, was there none 
but my Bonne, on whome thou couldest make shew of thine 
art 1 ' Which wordes he repeating often, and others moe, 
and earnestlie asking of her the cause of his death, holie 

32 AcNEa sayth vnto him: 'He whose will he wotdd hauo 
wroughte {that is the diuell) be hath reeeiued power from 
God vpon bim : For why are all the rest safe that entered 
hither besides him ; but bicause they all gaue honour to 

86 God, who sent his Angell, who hath clothed me with this 
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garment of mercie, and hath kept my bodie, which from 
viininitio iiiy cradle hath beene consecrated and offered to Christ ) 
to ciiriBt They therefore seeing the AngeUs claritie, and adoring 
tsnOe. departed all vntouched : but this impudent fellow, aa Boooe 

as he was entered began to rage and be cruell ; and when 
he thnistefch out his hand to touch me, the Angell of my 
Lord giueth him to this reprobate death as you see.' Then 
Bayeth the Prefect to her, ' Herein shalt thou make mani- 
fest, that thou hast not donne thia by magicall art, if thou 
m beseeche the Angell to restore me my sonne aUue againe ' : 

I To whome sayeth holie Acnes ; ' Albeit thy faith deserueth 

not to ohtayne this of our Lorde, yet bicause now is tyme 1 
wherein my Lord lesus power may be manifested, depart 
you out all that I may offer my wonted prayer vnto him.' 
SbBraiMth They being all oute she prostrateth herself flatt on her face, 
fcirtii MUM began to beseeche our Lord, that he would raise to life the ] 
yong man, And she so praying, the Angell of God appeared, 
and lifted her vp weeping, and comforting her mynde 
Tbeyong i-estoreth the yong man to life: Who going forth began 
ffltiainicih with hiffhe crie to proclayme and say : 'There is but one ! 
Mdeoiifcs- god in heauen, earth, and sea, who is the god of tho 



I vaine, and the goda 
ne ; not able to help 
leches, the Southsayere 2i 
vere troubled, so that 
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Christians ; for all the Temples 

that are worshipped there, like v 

themselues or others : ' At these sj 

and cheefe priests of the Temples 

they Etirre a greater tumult than ei: 

before ; And withall they crie ; ' away with this wif«he, 

kille this sorcei'esse, who dooth change mens myndes and '. 

alienate affectioKS.' 

The Prefect seeing these meruailous workes was amased 
and astonied with admiration : yet fearing proacription and 
banishment, if he shonld seeme to take parte against the ; 
gentill Bishops, and defend AcNia, he leaning an other 
Substitute or vicar to iudge in his absence, depart«th verie 
heauie, seeing himself not able to deliuer her, that had 
raised his dead childe to hfo. Ills vicar then AsPASius ; 
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freate fire to be made in the siglite of a!l 
the people, and Agnea to be cast into it : "Which being a 
donne, presentlie the flame, diuideth it self into two parte, ti 

i burning the seditious people on each side; but not once 01 
toucheth Agnes in the middesfc thereof. The furious people p: 
not acknowledging Gods power therein, but imputing it to 
witchcraft crie oute against her. Then blessed Agnea cast- 

8 ing abrode her hands, in the middst of the flame prayetli 
to god with these wordes: 'O omnipotent, onelie to be b 
adored, worshipped and feared, father of our Lord lesus ^ 
Christ, I blesse thee for that by thy onelie begotten sonne, 

12 I haue escaped the handes of wicked men, and the £lthinea 
of the diuell I haue passed oner all withoute polluting my 
self : And now moreouer the fi-i-e about me (being by thy 
epirite sprinkled with the heauenlie dew) dieth, is dioided, 

16 and the flame is powred on those that kindled it against 
me. I blesse thee, Father, worthie of all praise, who 
permitteat me cheerefullie to passe throughe the flames vnto 
thee. Beholde now I see that which I did beleeue, now I 

20 possesse that which I hoped for, now doe I embrace that 
which I haue so long desired ; I confesse thee with my 
lippa and hart, and with all my bowells I long for thee. 
Loe now I come to thee my lining and true God, who with 

24 our Lord lesus Christ, thine onelie sonne, together with the 

holie Ghoste, liuest and reignest world without end. Amen.' 

When she had finished her prayer, the fire was 80 whoilie 

quenched that no warmthe remayned. Then AspABiua the 

28 vicegerent of Eoue, not enduring the peoples sedition and 
tumulte, willeth one to runne her through the throate with f 
a Bworde. And with this end she being rinsed in her owne t 
red rose bloud, Christ consecrated her his spouse and his 

32 Martyr. But her parents taking no kinde of griefe hereat, , 
tooke away her bodie with greate ioye, and buried it in a f 
litle ferme of theirs, neere the Cittie, in the way which is 
called KuMENTANA, whither all the multitude of Christiana 

36 did flocke : Whereat the Pagans being offended, they lye in 



BrttronMio wayta for tliem. The Christians perceyuing them to be 
piMmsBB armed, and to rushe on them, thoy flie away, who all 
tiiein. escape, albeit some with stones were hurte. One notwith- 

Btandin^ named E^hebbhtiana, a holie virgin, who had 
beeoe nursed o£ one milke with her, albeit she was but 
a Gftthecumene, stayed boldelie, and reproued them saying. 
' O you waste, you wretched, you corruptible and cruell 
fellowee, you haue Elayne her that did worship the Omni- 
potent god, and with stones haue farther endeuoured to 
B^KmBroa- till other innocent persons.' At which speeches and the 
kiJieii Tor like, the furious infidella flie vpon her with stones, vntill 
her sfiiiii- they had stoned her dead, where praying at ST Agn'ES 1 
F?'™K*^" sepuleher, she yieldeth vp the Ghoste, Ko doubt but she 
was baptised in her bloud, that did so constantlie suffer 
death in the confession of our Lord, and for the defence 
of righteousnea. At the same houre was there a moste 1 
GfiflBrenpnte vehement earthquake, and allbeit the heauens were moste 
naatB. clcare, yet there was such thundering and lightening, that 

the moste part of the mad multitude, died in the place, so 
that no Christian that came to the S" sepulcher, was '. 
molested thenceforth. / 

Sf Agnes parents with the priests came in the night and 

tooke away the bodie of holie Emebentiana, and buried it 

in the confines of the field, where ST Agnes lay. And while ' 

^t'h T^i""" ^^^y continued many nightea, watching at the Sepulcher of 

to her their holie daughter, in the deepe time of silence of the 

nighte, they beholde an hoaste of virgins, who being all 

attired in gownes of cloth of golde, passed by them with i 

meruailous light. Amongst whome they see their blessed 

childe Agnes, in. the same attire glittering, and at her right 

hand a lambe more white than snowe. When her parents 

and those with them saw those things, they were astonished J 

ill mynde, but hoHe AoNEa requesteth her fellowes to stay 

a litle : And standing still she sayeth to her pnrents : ' Looke 

Ki.ir. yoii (Joe not lament me as dead, hut reioyce with me and 

congratulate, for that I doe posseese this lightsome seate ; 
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*fith these virgina, and am vnited with him in heauen, 
whome lining I loued with all my harte' ; and this being' 
sayd, she goeth on againe. This vision was daylie diuulged 
4 in publicise, by those that had seene it ; whereupon it came 
to passe, that after some yeares, this action came to the 
eares of Constantia, daughter to Constantine, related by ^J^'llVt 
the parties who had seene it. This Cosstantia queene, ?''° "'jJJ^l^'' 
8 was a mosto prudent virgin yet eo besett with wonndea (of ^J^"' 
leprosie as it appeareth) that from the crowne of her head conBiiiw 
to the Boale of her foote, no part was sounde. She eon- ^iJ^'^™ 
ceyuing hope of recouering her health, vpon eonnsell taken vncierstnocis 

1 2 eommeth to the Sepulcher of the martyr in the nighte ; 
and albeit yet a Pagane, yet somewhat beleeuing, and of 
good mynde or meaning made her faithfull prayers there. 
The which while she was doing, she of a sodaine is ouer- conBtsiitU 

16 taken with a aweete sleepe, where in a vision she beholdeth Bndeure. 
holie Agnes epeaking in thia wise ; ' doe constantlie 
CoNBTANTiA, and holeouB my Lord Jesna Chi'ist to be the 
Eoune of God, and thy Sauiour, by whome thou shalt now 

20 obtayne perfect cure of all thy woundes in thy hodie,' / 
At this voice CoNBTANTiA awaketh so whole, that no signe 
of hurte did remayne. Eetourning then to the palace so 
sounde, she bringeth greate gladnea to her father and 

24 brothers Emperoiu-s. All the Cittie is crowned with ioye 
and triumphe, souldiora and others, all that heard this effect 
exulted : Gentilitie was confoim.ded, and our Lords faith 
did reioyce. This donne she beseecheth her father and 

28 brothers Emperours, that there may a Church be built to ■* c^ircii^ 
8T Aqses, and a sepulcher to herself there-by. This AgnHj. 
opinitin runneth aboute to all, and whosoeuer beleeuing 
came thither to her Sepulcher, they were cured of their 

33 diseases whatsoeuer : which no man doubt-eth but that puJcher. 
Christ worketh to this day, Constance the Emperoura 
daughter continued after in virginitie, by whome many 
other virgina of the meane sort and o( the Koble, yea and 

36 of the moste excellent and renowned, tooke the holie veile, virgun. 



A 



THE LIFE OF B 

And for that fatth GuetAynetli no damn.ge of death, enea to- 
this day, many Eomane virgins, doe imitate and waite on 
holie Agnes, as if she were in bodie lyuing, and by her 
example, doe courageouslie proceeds and perseuer intire. j 
beleeuing vndoubtedlie, that if they perseuer to the end, they 
Bliall obtayne the price and reward of perpetuall victorie. 

Tliese things I Ambrose seruant of Cbrist fyndii^ 
written in sacred bookes, I could not permitt to be hidden a 
with fruitleBSe silence ; Wherefore to the honour of so greate 
ft Martyr, as I vnderstood her gests ivere, so hane I 
described them, and to your edification (O virgins) baue 
I thought conuenient, to dedicate and direct the storie of 12 
her passion ; beseeching the charitie of the holie Ghoste, 
that our labour may fructifie in the sight of our Lord, by 
your imitation of her. Amen.'/ 

The life qf S\ Gorgonia a waned W'fe and sUler (o 16 

5J Gregorie ^aziansene a greeka Doctor, Jiov/rishiiig 

in the yeare 370; written by him: taken out of hU 

deuenik and fourteenth Oration^ somewltat abridged. j 

) ft UCIttQ to commend my sister, doe relate domesticall 20 

things (who somewhat therefore touch my self) which 

things are not false, bicause they are domesticall, but true, 

and therefore commendable. They are true and more, 

bothe iust and openlie knowne. Wherefore my speache 24 

shall not passe througbe fauoiu- or affection, but I will 

praise her in seemelie manner, which any iust man will 

approue; not fearing to esceede truthe, but rather that 

I omitte nothing of her true and due praise, and so 28 

diminish her glorie. For it is a difficult matter, to equal! 

my sisters vertues with my speache. Truthe then shall be 

my rule and bounde, which onelie beholding, we will 

commend onelie such things as are praiseworthie ; neither 32 

may I in pietie denie my bloud and kinne that due com- 

' See Migne, Series Grneca, torn. 35, p. 790 ff, (Or. VIII.), and p. 
BSB ff. (Or. XVIII,) ; the foimer is Ihe ' Or. fon. in landam Gorgoniaa 
BororiB,' the latter 'inpatrem.' 
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mendation. which is due to all good persona, nor of vertnoua 
dutie may I doe lesse to her worthinea, than many bad 
persona doe performe to their beloued, on corrupt affection 
i and carnall kyndeoes./ But now let vs come to her praises, 
without all affection of mynde, or affectation of epeache : — 
For BTich a one was she whome we intend to praise, withouto 
paynting and forren colouring, bei' brauerie was to want 
8 brauerie and trimming, — yet will we giue her her due ; 
whereby also we shall instruct and incite many to 
imitate her vertues ; which is our purpose and intent in 
euerie works and speach to better them that are com- 

13 mitted to our charge. Some would praise her for her 
contrie and stocke, obseruing the lawea and rules of such 
as commend the dead, wherein store of fayre wordes would 
occurre, to him that would commend her for such extemall 

Ifi things; as for her beautie and venerable fayemes, for 
precious stones, goide, and for her artificiall comelynes of 
her handes, which doe controulo deformitie by them : yet 
beautie is nothing the lesse, albeit destitute of such 

20 esternall ornaments. I wDl commend her stocke by onelie 
recording her and my parents, for pietie will not abide that 
such worthie parents and teachers should be forgotten ; 
they being the now ABBAitAU and Sara of our age; I 

24 meane Gbegobie and his wife Nonna, our father and 
mother, he becomming iust by faith in Cliriat, which before 
mariage he knew not ; and she being coupled to him in 
matrimonie, after a moste faithfuU and religious man : he 

28 like Abraham, being on a sodaine made a father of many 
people, (soone after his conuersion and baptisme, being made 
bishop and miraculouslie, that being foresignified also at 
his baptisme,) and she likewise with him spirituallie 

32 bringing forth ; He foreooke his kindred and house, for- 
going their errours and erroneous conuersation for the 
happie land promised him thei-efore by God like Abraham; 
but she aboue Sara (if it be lawfull to speake so) was 

36 author and worker of her husbands forcsayd holie da- 



andthoir 
GrogoTia 



156 TUE LIFE OF S' GORGONIA BY 

oraLi((ie} parture. (For heat mariage being depraned by Uieheresie of 
the HYPaisTARiJ, which interpreted signifieth ' moste highe,' 
who held some suporetition of the Gentills, as reuerencing 
fire and candles, thoughe detesting Idolatrie : and with 
the lowes kept the Saboth day, and abstayned from 
hft certayne meates, yet refused Circumcision : After that he 
kknliiubuidi was coupled to her, she neuer ceased fasting and praying, 
weeping and wayiing prostrate before god, persuading and 
labouring him by all meanes, vntill she had vnited ln'm in 
one faith and affection towards god.) He was now whollie 

Noaim 000- deuoted vnto God, and now did she esteeme and call him 

Oregoii* her lorde, and therefore gott a new title of righteonsnes. 

Goa, »*innB They also had their Isaac, whome they restored to the 

taftmMrth ' ■ 

S^BimhE 8''^^^> ^7^"- "^^ promised him to god before he was borne 

Cf^^"^ '" U'^ meaneth qf hvmsdf) and being brought into this worlde, 

[Orat. 18, she presentlie consecrated to God ; nothing terrified or 

doubting of the desired euent by gods good benefit, albeit 

the effect might haue seemed casuall thronghe my 

vncertaine proofs.)/ 

Of these t\7o then, this is the order, that the woman by 
prayer and shewing the way brought that good sheppheard 
to the faith, and thereby also gaue others example of well 
feeding and bringing forth ; the man likewise, with his 
hart and good faith, forsooke the worship of Idoles, and 24 
more after expelled the diuells tbemaelues from others ; and 
Note Knnns jfjg woman BO hated tjiat wicked worship, that she would 
[OraL IB.) not eate nor drinke with Idolaters, (nay would not endure 

to passe by or beholde their wicked Churches ; neither 28 
would suffer her eares and tongue, that vaed to listen and 
pronounce diuine things, to be defiled with hearing or 
speaking any of the Ethnieall narrations, or Theatricall 
aongs.)/ Who did not know these two equall for honour 32 
of one will and minde, no lesse \-nited to God by vertue, 
than to each other in flesh ; for numbers of yeares and 
gray hayres, prudence and worthie life, matohes; for 
emulation and desire to eicell in vertue contending with 39 
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pndi other, yet surpassing all others; who by baiides of See their 
flesh were somewhat holden heere, hut in spiiit had left vortnei, 
this life, before their bodie and soule were separated ; who 

4 liiid the worlde and yet had it not ; for that they contemned 
it, albeit they ruled in it ; who decayed in wealth and 
riches, yet by cunning negociatioa and trafike abounded in 
riches ; for that they despised the goods of this life, to gett 

8 those of the next ; who reputed the endes of this life short, 
but the nest long ; and who liued but a small time, except 
that they spent in vei-tue and godlines, but a long time 
was it, wherein they were before dead to this life. Thus 
12 (to add this one thing of them more) were they fitlie dis' 
tingtiished in sex, and bo eommodiouslie diuiUed for the 
good of others, that he might be an honor to men, and 
she of women, and bothe paternes of vertue. From these 
] 6 receiued Gohgosia her life, and wortbie renowns ; from 
these had she the seede of vertue, from them hod she that 
she liued religiouslie, and died full of all ioyfull hope 
comfortablie./ Theso are notable things verilie and not Note (or 

' ° bra«BiuB or 

20 easilie founde iu many that glorie of their gentrie, and bodMc 
swell with pride of their auncestors ; but we must talke of 
her more wiselie and more sublimelie ; Gokoonias contrie 
was heauenlie Hiebusalhu, that cittie which was^ not pt, is] 

2i beheld with mortall eye, but ia conceiued with mynde and 
vnderstanding, where we all are Cittisens, and whither we 
haeten with all celeritie, whereof Christ is a cittisen, and 
fellow Cittisens are all the worthie companie and Church of 

28 the first begotten registred in heauen, reioycing in behold- 
ing that glorie, and dauncing without end, aboute that 
greate builder of that Cittie. Her nobilitie is the con- Hfr 
seruing of Gods image in herself, and the trimming and "j^"""'* 

32 conforniing it to ber exemplar, which wisedome and vertue 
make, with a pure desire of informing herself daylie more 
and more in godlie matters, and in the knowledge of ber 
beginning, nature, and end why we were created, all which i^yge 

S6 make true and kindelie professors of superaall things, ge^^/ 
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"Wbertfi-ire I know her eoiJe to be moste noble, and extoll 
her therefore, not iudging of geotiie and basenes by the 
rule of the eommou sort, that is by their stocie, but by 
manners, not weighing the tribes and parentage of those i 
that I commend, aa their persona and proper qualities. To 

t come then to her vertnea, for cbastitie she was so worthie, 
that whereas our life is diuided into two Bortes, maj-ied and 
vnmaried persona, whei'eof as the one is more excellent and 8 
diuine, so is it of more payne and perill : the other as it is 
more base and abiect, so withall ia it of lesse danger ; she 
auoyding the ineommodities of bothe states, chose the 
benefits of bothe, the excellencie of the one and the securitie 13 
of the other : chaste withoute pride, and mixing the com- 
modities of chaste life with matriiaonie ; by which worke 
she prooiied by deede, that neither of these states, were of 
their owne nature such as did necessariLie tye vs to God or 16 
the worlde, or whollie separate ts from them, that one of 
them onelie were vtterlie to be shunned or chosen, but that 
it was the mynde which did well gouerne mariage and 
Tirginitie, and like tho wise artificer vsing each matter to 20 
good, could worke each of them to vertue. For not bicause 
she was coupled to fleah, was she therefore separate from 
spirits, neither bicause she had a man to her head, therefore 
did she forgett, or was ignorant of her cheefe head, but 24 
obeying the worlde and nature, in parte to satisfie the law 
of flesh, or rather to obey him that gaue thtkt law, afterward 
she consecrated herself whollie to god. She chose to 

i husband one {named Vitalianus) who was not an importu- 
nate or imperious Lorde, but a true husband, and a fellow 
seruant to all goodnes. And not content with this onelie, 

f she made the fruite of her bodie, that i& her sonnes and 
Kephewes (her sonnes being Petee and PH0CA3, her 
daughters Eugenia, Nossa, Alypiana, her nephew by 
Alipiana maried by NicoBULUS, was Nicobulus the yonger 
with others) these I say she made spiritual! fmite, parify- 
ing Tnto god, not onelie all her children but her owne 3ff 
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familie too, like herowne 8ou!e, so making mai'iage laudable, HowmBring 
hy lyuiug in wedlocks laudablie and acceptablie in gods able. 
Gtgbte, and making the fruite springing thence like accept- 
4 able vnto god : And while she lined, she made herself a 
patteme of all vertue to her children, and being called hence, 
she bequeathed to her familie, her epii'it and will for a 
dumbe exhortation. The diuine Salouok in his instructiue 
8 wisedome, that is his Pboueubes, commendeth a ■woman that pron:ai: 
abideth at home, and louetb her husband, and against a 
light huswife often gadding out of her dores, impotent and 
infamous, and with wanton wordes and gestures aUwing 

12 esceUent soules, he opposeth her who liueth honestlie at 
home, and fullfilleth all her womans duties and offices with 
constant and manhe mynde : keeping her handes euer busie 
at the spindle and distaffe, working Ler good man double 

IC suites, making prouision of come and like fruites in due 
tyme, and preparing fruite for her famUie in conuenient 
manner : who intertayneth her friends with bonntif ull table, 
and dooth performe all things els, which he requireth, and 

20 commendetb, in an honest and industrious Matrone. If I 
would fetch matter from those pointes, to commend my 
sister, I should imitate hJii who would sett forth a fayre 
image by the shadow thei^eof , or espresse a lion by his clawes, 

24 and so should I with them, take the small for greate, and 
omitte the cheefe and excellent matters, to choose the 
baser, / 

Who was euer more worthie to goe abrode and conuerae Ber«™ 

28 with others, yet none more seeldome was scene abrode, nor 
any lesse to be seene of mens eyes 1 Who knew better the 
iust meane of being sad or cheerf ull, that she might not be 
vnciuill or sowre by sadnes, or dissolute and wanton by 

22 mirth, bet in the one might shew prudence^ ia tbe other 
courtesie, and so in bothe might be a pateme of moderation, 
by greatues of spirit mixt with humanitie. / 

Harkea you women who are ouermuch prone to sett . 

39 jvax aelues to the shew, who are too rashe and too easUia 1 
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despise the veile aad couer of your shamefastnes : Kono did 
refraine and keepe her eyes like her ; none did more despise 
langhing ; who thought it onerniuch almoate to smile ; Who 
did eett greater guards on her eares, not to listen enill i 
matters, and who liad them more open to all godlie taJke) 
yea who with more iudgement gouerued her tongue to speake 
goda iustificationa, and to sett order and moderation in her 
wordea ) And to add this niore to her praise, albeit she 8 
esteemed it litle, as other modest and well maaered women 
doe likewise, yet is it Tsuall throughe the faulte of such 
women, as are to immoderate in trimming and decking 
themselues, nor by any speache or teaching will be corrected, 12 
whereby her commendation lierein is the greater; she 
trimmed hei'aelf with no goldeamiths ai't, wrought for 
brauerie ; no yellow liaire or flaxen lockes, or friseUed 
tuffes, boiTOwed to deceitie and foullie shadowing an honest 16 
head, came on her ; there was not to be seene on her riche 
garments, ao lose as that they would flie abonte and open, 
nor so thinne as that you might see throughe ; no ghttering 
of precious stones, altering the ayre and bodies aboutewith 20 
their braue colour, no art or counterfetting of payntera, no 
vile heautie bought with small price, which earthlie work- 
man frameth, and with false colours hideth goda worke ; 
moi-e disgracing it thereby than graoing and adorning it, 8o 2i 
proposing goda frame to wanton and shameles eyes, vnder 
an harlots shape, and withdrawing the naturaO image kept 
fur god and the next worlde, by fayned and forged 
fayrenes. But she albeit she knew many and diuerse 28 
dresses for women, yet accounted she of none like her 
inward ornament of manners. That mdJines onelie Uked 
her, which ahamefastnes and bashfullnes produced : that 
whitenes oneUe pleased her, which was caused by absti- 32 
nence ; for as for paynted face, or colouring of eyes, and 
such like brickie brauerie, she left them to women that play 
or follow the stages, keepe common and open companie, who 
thiuke it a shame to blushe. / 36 
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Her iimdenee and pietie who can with fitt wordes ex- 
presse; of which vertuo, you will hardlie fynde many 
examples, if you tourne your eye from her corporal! and 
4 Bpirituall parents, whose steps she onelie beholding (howbeit 
she waa nothing infeiiour to them therein) yet did she 
willinglie jidd them the cheefe praise, for that she acknow- 
ledged them the fountaine of her light and other good 
8 whatsouer she had. / 

What waa more ingenious and sharp of witt than she, ^ 
■whome not onelio her kinne and familiars, but all her 
neighbora commonlio would consulte andcraue aduice, and 

12 whose counsaile they followed, aa an vndoubted rule and 
inuiolable law. There was nothing more conaidei'ate thaa 
her speaches, nothing more wise than her silence : And for 
that I haue happened to talke of silence, I will add one 

16 thing peculiar to her and which beseemeth women exceed- 
inglie, and in these dayea hath much benedtted. / Nona 
knew matters belonging to god better than she, not onelia 
throughe her owns quicknes of witt, but also from goda 

20 acriptures and diuine oracles, yet none would talke lessa 
thereof than she, conteyning herself within womena 
boundes. Now touching that belongeth to a woman, that 
maketh profession of religion and godlines, and wherein 

24 onelie to keepe no measure is best, nono adorned the f 
Churches with gifts more than she, and not onelie other '' 
Cburchea, but this also with vs, which I doubte she being "^ 
deceased, will hardlie henceforth be so decked. Yea more, 

28 who amongst men did so make himself a Hue Temple of God 
as she didi Who did reuerence the Priests like her; 
especiallie him who was her maister of vertue, whose ex- 
cellent seede are her self and a [ aire of sonnes consecrated 

32 vntoGodI Who had her house more open to entertayne \ 
holy and vertuoua persona, and more furnished it with 
diuine riches than shel and which is more, who with like 
modestie, holie steps and gate, gratefull vnto god, went to 

36 inuite them and receiue them 1 Who in afflictions had her 

FEMALE SAINXa. U 
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mynde lesse afflicted 1 who tad more griefe and com- 
passion at otliers grief es and calamities 1 "Wlio had a raai-o 
liberall hand to the poore than she 1 Terilie I donbte not 
to applio those words of loB to commend her : Hig gale iciw 
open to euerie one titat came : no pilgrime leas toumed atcay 
and made lie abrode, Jie was the eye qf ths hlinde, the Jbote (jf 
the lame, and motlier of orphans. / bo was she. 
lariHo Of her humanitie and benignitie to widdowes, it snfficeth 
to record thia fruite thereof, that none was there termed 
wiJdow. Her house was a common Inne or hospitall to her 
poore kinsfolke, and her goods were no lesse common to all 
Eer ■ingubr poore people, than each mans owne. Sbe dispersed and gauo 1 
anca freelie to the poore, and vpon Gods certaine promise, sha 
". layed vp much in the heauenlie barne, and by often de- 
Berning well of many, she receiued Christ himself liberallie. 
And that which was moste to be magnified, she studied not I 
eo much to eeeme excellent and best, as to ba in verie deede, 
or rather in the secret sight of God, who vieweth all secrets, 
did she exercise charitie and mercie euidentUe. She tookeall 
from, the Erinco of this worlde, and transported all into those S 
eupemall bames, to be euer safe ; she left nothing for tha 
earth but her hodie, but changed all for the hope of next 
life ; These onehe riches, did she leaue to her children 
when she died, forsoothe the imitation of their mothers 5 

"1 vertue, and the studio of her praise. Neither did she seeke 

Tin "^ 

^ to fiourish so with liberalitie, or did so studio benignitie and 

"!*• beneGcence that she might yet enioy carnall delightes, and 
vnbridled bellie pleasures ; which doe teare the soule, like as i 
a mad and cmell dogge doth a bodie ; as the custome is ol 
diuerse, who if they shew bountie to the poore, they thinke 
then they may hue more daintilie and dehcatelie, and so 
they doe not healo vice with vertue, but doe change vice i 
for vertue : neither did she bre-ike her bodie with abstinence, 

had. that she left base and hard bed for others to medicine them 
withall ; neither did she assume that help for her soule, 
that withall she might vse no moderation in her sleepe ; but '• 
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imposing that law on her self, as being not too much 
wrapped and inthralled to her bodie, she did not in her Wsiching nil 
watching straighte l>ow downs, and for werynes fall to tho jiriier. 
4 grounde, when others stood vpright all night praying, which 
notwithstanding is so laborious a worlie, and so hard to 
ouercome our selues therein, that onelia principal] spirituall 
men can performo as much, wherein she did not onelie 
8 onergoe women, but also moste strong and stoute men for 

greatnes and valour of mynde. Likewise in prudent atten- Attentiqe 
tiou to psalmodie or voeall prayer, in reading or ospounding readine wiUi 
diuine scripture, in readie memorie, in paynfuU kneeling, ^"'^^|i 

1 2 and that so continual!, as that she seemed allmoste still to ""* ''^'^'^ 
sticke to the grounde, in teares from a contrite and humble 
hart, which doe wash away the vneleannes thereof, in 
prayers and eleuated spirit, carying her vpreared without ntpeionato.1 

16 distraction, in all thesa or each of them, no man or woman 

dare compare with her. And of her may this no lesse true jjote. 
than magniflcall commendation be made, that vertues she 
in part imitated and partlie performed in so esquisita 

20 manner, that others did take example from her; againe 
that some vertues she found out of her self, and some she 
did sui'pusse. And albeit we grant that some others should 
be equall to her in some one, yet in tliis she ouerwent all Ar»wpB> 

2i others lyuing that she one conteyned and possessed alt 
vertues. She kept so esa«tlie all the rules of vertues, as 
hardlie any other obserued the rules of one in mediocritie, 
and againe so escelled she in euerie kinde, as that it was 

28 fullie sufficient like all. O homelie bodie and garment, AiHirrhniie 
onelie glittering for vertue ; soule keeping the bodie nrtinns in 
almoste without meate, and as it were withoute substance, 
or to speake more fittlie, bodie imposing on it self necessitie 

32 to dye before death, that tho soule might thereby be free, 
and deliuered of the impediment of senses. O nights 
passed withoute sleepe, singing of psalmes, and continuall 
standing at prayer, from the end of one day, to the 

36 beginning of the next 1 Daiiid that in song art not long 
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or tedious to deuoute BOules 1 tender and weake members, 
layd prostrate on the eai-tli, and exercising themselueB 
hardlie beyond nature ! fluds oE teares ebedd throughe 
sorrow of hart, to eauae a ioyfull barnest in Leauen ! O ' 
night-cries pearcing the cloudes and pressing to Gods owne 
presence 1 feruonr of spirit thronghe egemes of prayer 
not feared by dogs of the nighte, nor by showres, thunders, 
haile or darknes I womana nature that for the common i 
conflict and victorie of ealuatiou haat sui'passed men, Eind 
■Wonmn and thereby hast proued that men and women are oneUe in 
f"ej"^'o tojie distinguished, not in mynde. meruailoua puritie 

euen from baptisme, O soule spouse of Christ, placed in a 1' 
pure bed of her bodie I O aple, Eue, mother of our etocke 
and sinne, and thou deceyuing serpent, with death it self, you 
are all ouercome by this womane continencie and sparenes 
of meate. O humiliation, exiuauition, forme of seruant, 1 
and sufferings of ChriKt, honoured, and adorned, by 
her mortification. O how shall I either number vp all 
her praises, or not iniurie the readers by omitting many 
things of her ) 2 

How God It is now time that we shew you the rewards of her 

tatiiiaiUB. vertue euen in this life; for the reward which the iust 
paymaister bath made hep possesaour of, now in heuuen, no 
humane eye or eare can attaine vnto, nor cogitation com- 2 
Etainia grtato prebend : and oftentimes this serueth much to the edification 
often much of guch as are doubtful! and weake in faith, by small 
wcnko iu and Eensible things to helpe them to beleeue greater and 

inuisible things. But I will relate things partlie knowne to 2 
all, and partlie secret to the common sort vntUl now, which 
she concealed, leaste she might seeme to much to please her- 
self, for the graces granted her by God, if they had beene 
knowne. / You know how furious the shee mules of our 3 
contrie are, that draw in chariots or beare litters, and you 
remember with what raging madnes, they ran away with 
her horse litter, so that all her bodie and members thereof, 
were bruised and broken moste grieuouelie, in such horrible t 
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as persona not well grounded in faith, roiglit take 
greats occasion of offence and staggoring, to see godlie 
I)ersons fall into BO greate affliction : But see how swiftUe 
i God corrected such infidelitie. After tLat all her bones and 
parts open and inward, were so broken to peeees, she would 
not vee any other physicion than him who had so striken 
her, God himself. And this bothe bicause she was ashamed t, 
8 to be seene or handled by men, for she retajned modostie ^ 
and bashf uUnes euen in her paynes ; and also bicause thus " 
she hoped, her innoccncie should best be defended, and all 
sinister opinion of her should be purged and cleared, by him 

12 who had permitted her to fall into this CBlamitie : of whome 
therefore she seeking help did easilie obtaine it ; by whose 
Bodaine curing it came to passe that some were as much 
astonished at this healing of her, as at her calamitie ; this 

16 miraculous recoueris being as vnlooked for as her striking. 
Wherefore it seemed a tragedie, that by affliction she 
should grow famous, she by griefo being touched as a i 
man, but aboue humane sorte and Tse being restored to f 

20 health ; whereby moreouer aftercommers, tooke a, lesson to e 
leame faith in afflictions, she giuing there a pateme of so 
rare faith : and that they might take example of patience 
in greate perills, and beholde Gods singular goodnes and 

24 mercie towards such persons : All this did this greate 
storie yield vs. For trulie was that comforte pronounced of 
iust men verified in her, J7« iust person Jailing sludl not be [ 
crushed to naught : and a more meruailous thing was by the 

28 Prophet added of him, and tliougJte lie be broken, lie shall be [ 
aoime raised vp againe, and (hat with glorie : which was also 
performed on her ; for albeit she seemed extraordinarilie 
striken, so did she retoume to her former health aboue all 

33 expectation so speedilie, as the cure almoste tooke away eH 
feeling of the blow, and the medicine more aduanced her 
than the stripe. laudable and admirable calamitie 1 
paine better than ease I O how tndie was that verified in 

36 her, lit shall strUe and heale, and q/ter three dayea he shall [ 
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rai»e vp him, againe: whicli howbeit it be ment cheefelie of 
Clirist, yet may it fitlie be applied to tliis affliction. The 
fajue of tliig miracle came to all mens eares euen those 
that were far of, and together with other admirable -workes • 
of God, in all mens tongues and eares did this storie eonnde : 
But that which was hidden from, the wotlde, for pietie and 
homble wtscdome, which abhonreth pride and ostentations, as 
I eayd, wilt thou excellent Pastour and guider of this 1 
holie sheepe {he sjieakelk to his/ather, be/ore wfiome it seeTneth 
he made tliia oration) that I reuoale it ; which was committed 
to our twoeB knowledge onelie, or wilt thou we keepe our 
promise made to her BtJU, thoughe deadi to me it Eeemeth 1 
conuenieat, that aa then she lyuing, time was to conceale it, 
so now it is time to manifest it, both for gods gloria, ajid 
also for comfort of such as are in affliction ; thus it was./ 
She fell Terie sioke of a cruell and vnwonted disease, or 1 
rather a prodigious maladie, to wcete a sodaine infiammatioa 
of all her bodie, all her bloud aa it were hoyling within her, 
and after a congealing of the same, whence such a numnesse 
and palenesse, dissolution oE mynde and all members ensued, 2 
and that so continualhe sometime, &a it seemed not an 
humane or natural! ouill : For no priuate iudgement of one 
physicion or common consultation of moe, no sHll nor 
industrio conlde heale her griefe, no nor her parents teares, 3 
which often were tried to be of greate power, nor publika 
m prayers and supplications, which all the people made for 
her, as if it had bccno for their owne health, could preuailo : 
For all were so affected towards her, that they reputed her 2 
health to be their owne, and contrariwise her calamitie and 
sicknes, they esteemed all theirs. What dooth this greate 
BOnle and worthie of the greatest things in this case, and 
what medicine dooth she applie to her griefe 1 for here is a ; 
aecret pointe worthie of ohseruation. All humane helpe 
being despayred of, she flieth to the physicion of all mortal! 
m^n, she obserueth the darke and dead time of nighte, and 
her infiruiitie then somewhat remitting her vehemencie, to ', 
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the Altar she goeth, and there pi-ostrateth herself, beseech- At cim'rts 
ing him that was there honored with greate crie (by all his sacrsinent 

Hhfi ia eurrJ 

names and meruailous workes which euer he had donne, for 

r she knew the stories of bothe Testaments, olde and new) 
and in fine, of holie and notable impudencie, she imitated 
the woman, that for her incureable blondie flux, pressed to 
touch the hem me of Christs garment, and lo what she 

i did : with earnest eiie and aboundant teares she putteth her 
head to the Altar, like the woman {Marie Maijdalen) who 
long agoe watered Christs feete, and threatened that she 
would neuetr depart thence before she were healed ; and 

! watering her whole hoilie, and the Sacrament of Christa Hntfa 
precious bodie and blond with teares, (0 wondeifull worke) HioB 
presentlie she feeleth her self freed of her disease : and so 
lightened in bodie and mynde she departeth, obtayning this 

! reward of her hope, that she got what she wiebod, and with 
strength of soule purchaseth strength of her bodie. These 
are greate and admirable things, yet true ; which I wish 
both whole and eicke to beleeuo, that so you may cither 

} conserue your health had, or recouer it lost. And none may 
thinke I tell this storie of vaine ostentation, for that while 
she lyued, I euer concealed it with silence till now ; which stiU 
I had left vr manifested if I had not feared some perill to my wintpertiia 

1 self, if I should not haue notified so greate a miracle to to credit it; 
faithful! people now lyuing and to come hereafter. / «ntB eaaiita 

And this was her life, and many things we pretermitte 
that our speech may not seeme to exceede the meane; yet 
3 her vertuoua and worthie death may seeme to be iniuried, 
if we should not record how notablie she behaued herself 
therein, whereas the knowledge thereof I know is much 
desired. She had greate desire to be dissolued hence, (for 

2 she had greate lihertie of spirit with god, who called her,) Heigreria ' 
and to be with Christ she preferred before all eai'thlie iiowiiiGod. 
commodities, neither dooth any one loue this bodie so ez- 
ceedinglie, as she to shake of the baudes of this mortalitie, 

3 to be free from the dreggs wherein we lyue, and so to be 
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pnrelie vniteJ, with the cheefo good, and to enioy him 
whoUie, of whome she was beloued, and with whose small 
beames we ai'e now illumined, to know and feele that we 
are separated from him, Neither was she frustrated of her 
deKire, and which wae more, throughe her foresight and 
many walehiuga she vnderstood before-hand the time, when 
ehe should attayne that her longed lone : in a sweete 
dreame and vision, the day being signified to her from god, 
that so prepared and withoute perturbation sho might dye : 
She had receiued the purgation, clenaing and new dedication 
of baptisme before, or rather her whole life waa nothing 
ele, but a heauenlie purgation and renouatioD ; she had 1 
beene regenerated by the holie ghoste, but she made it safe 
by her former good life ; 80 that in her alone, baptisme 
(that I may speake somewhat boldelie) had rather the 
worke of confirmation in former grace, than the benefit of 1 

r first and pure grace. And for aa much as this one thing 
she wished to be added to the rest, that her husband, might 
be clensed with the purifying waters, {and if you would 
that I should describe her husband in a word, I can not S 
deuise it better, than by terming him her husband) and 
thii wished she, that so in her whole bodie (consisting of 
man and wife) she might be dedicated to God, and so dye 
not halfe baptised but all : which desire of hers by prayers 2 
she ohtayoed of god, who worketh the will of those that 
feare him, and bringeth their petitions to wished end. 
Hauing then all her desires so accomplished, and knowing 
her last day to be at hand, she prepareth her self to de- •! 
parture, and to obserue all that ia vsuall to be donne on 
death bed ; for after that she had giuen such good admoni- 
tions to her husband, children and friends, as beseemed a 
woman so louing to husband, children and friends, and had 3 
discoursed much and excellentlie of the life to come, and so 
had made that day a festiuall and solemne day, she left thia 

, life, not ftdl of dayea or many yearea,.,.* for that she knew 
her dayea to haue beene euill to her, dustie and deeeitfull, S 
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but full of dayes spent according to goda will, and that po minfatmiie 
full of Hueh, as I know not her matche amongst those that 
lined to verie olde &ge, nnd passed oner a greate number of 
4 jeares: She waa eo dissolued, or to speake fitter, eo was 
she as8umpt«(!, flew away, or changed habitation, or went 
before her bodie. But I had aUmoate forgotten oae thing 
of her, which her spirituall father, both obsemed and noti- 
8 fied vnto me (he -meaneth his father olde Gregorie) which he 
would not endure to be omitted, as a notable miracle, much 
to her glorie, and our eshortatioa to vertue, and to wish Notaa 
like end : And verilie I am amazed and teares ouertake me worthie 

12 recording this miracle. She was now dead, and' had ginen 

Tp the last gaftpes, and greate companies of kinsfolkes, Fictis oneiie 
friends, and externes compassed her all-aboute, performing cised nbout 
Buch duties of pietie, aa are wont to be donne to the dead, ajing. 

15 with her decrepite mother, who beside hergriofe also enuied 
her departure, and others for loue mourned, Bome recording 
her blessed memorie, others longing to heare somewhat and 
others wishing to speake yet durst not, notwithstanding all 

20 were silent : She this while for as much &s by sight could 
be gathered, did neither breathe, nor mono, nor gaue forth 
any sound, so that all deemed that silence death of bodie. 
Then the good sheppheard {lier father) who diligentlie ob- 

24 serued all her wordes and deedes, marking her lips a litle 
to moue, putt his eare neere to, (for his vertue and com- 
passion made him boldo and bardie) and listening he heard iiori»at 
that it was a verse of a. psalme, which she muttered, and 

28 Buoh a verse aa was moste agreeable to such as were da- 
parting, and in her a testimonie of her freedome of spirits 
wherewith she left this life, and blessed be that person, who 
yieldeth vp his last gaspe with those words of hers, which 

32 were these; In peace and him that it alwayea one will I ^^'■*''- 
tleepe and rest. Thus didst thou most* excellent woman 
sing, and the wordes and truthe thereof together concurred, 
and thy Epitaphe and departure were conioyned, for that 

36 thou hadst thy mynde so excellentlie freed from affections ; 
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wherefore thou also obtayneilst an estraonlinarie death, 
aboue the common decease of gods friends, lyuing and dying 
with godlie wordea. Verilio I doubte not bnt that thou now 
enioyeet far more excellent things, than eye can beholde ; 4 

I to weete, the voice of those that keepe euerlasting festiuitio, 
the quiers of Angella, the heauenlie order, the eight of 
glorie, and especiallie the pure light of the supreme Trinitie, 
which withdrew it Belf from our mynde shutte within the 8 
prison of this bodie, and dispersed in our senses, but now 
offereth it self wholUs to bo embraced, and to be con- 
templated of our whole mynde, and euerie way lighteneth 
our soules, with the whole brightnes of his diuinitie. And 12 
if thou make any reckoning of these honors, which we 
yield thee, and if this reward also be granted holie soules 
by God, that they haue any feeling of these things, accept 
no pmyetii this Oration or speeehe of rayne in steede of many, or aboue 16 
many funerall gifts, which before thee, we offered to 
C^SAKiDS {our brother) and now to thee we present, seeing 
we bane beene reserued to yield these funerall speeches to 
our brother and sister.' / 20 

jioK- '^^ Greeke and Latine Churche, haue of olde kept and 
BtUl keepeth her holie memorie the ninthe of December./ 

The life of S', Nonna mother to S'. Gregorie Ifaziamena 
(the Greeke Doctor) S. Gorgonia and Ccesariug : tcritlen 21 
hy S\ Gregorie her ionne in sondrie places,'^ w/tence this 
is collected./ 
jneh; jlottttil from her greate grandfathers, and by thorn long 

before waa consecrated vnto god, of whome she receiued 28 
vertne as a naturall Inheritance, which she did not possesse 
to her self alone, but deriued it to her children also : 
making her self and them holie flowre of holie come ; 
which more she so increased and augment-ed, that the 32 
absolute vertue of her husband in all kinde of pietie (I 
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d!H« speako so of her, thonglie it may e 
be ascribed to none but her, i 



strange) c 



) thinks and report ; 
and that she (an admirable thing to speake) in reward of 
4 her yertua and godlinea obtayned more aboundant and 
perfect holinea. She was maried to Ghegorie of Nazianzum "' 
in Cappaiocia, not descended of good and godlie Christians ^ 
as she was, nor himself then a good Christian, but ot a ^ 
8 preposterous and monstrous superstition framed of two " 
contraries, to weete of the fond oi-rour of Gentills, and of 
the legall vanitie of the lewes, flying both partes in soma 
thing, and embracing them yet in others ; of the Gentiles 

12 (albeit detesting their idoles and sacrifices) yet retayning of 
theirs the worship of the fire and candles : of the lewes, 
hating Circumcision, yet with them keeping their Sabaoth, 
and abstayning from some certayne mcatea. The professors 

16 of this base and abiect sect, arrogate notwithstanding to 
themselues the name of HiPsisTAitrEa, that is, ' moste highe,' 
and they worship onelie the omnipotent. Albeit in opinion 
be was an alien, yet for all honestie and humane vertue, he n 

20 then inclined towards vs; for temperance excellent, and <■ 
therefore moste beloued, for iustice more singular, who " 
albeit he lined in greate offices in the common wealth, yet 
he nener increased hia substance one farthing, allthoughe 

2i he saw others scrape all they could with Ebiakeus the 
giants handes, and by the like offices to swell with riches 
quicklie i For which and other honest actions, as also 
thronghe hia godlie wyues endeuours (vnlesso I be deceiued) 

23 soone after he mett with her, he atta,yned Christs faith for 
a reward. For his wife Nonna burning with loue of Christ, i 
throughherexcellentfaitb,couldnotindure that her husband '' 
should be of a diuerse religion from her self ; and albeit other- j 

32 wise she was a moste patient woman, and of rare courage of 
Bpirit, yet this could she not abide with quiet harte, that 
she halfe onelie should be conioyned to God, her other part, 
that is her husband being separate from him, greening to 

36 be ioyned in bodie and not in mynde. Wherefore day and 
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night Iftv she prostrate in prayer to god, for the Galaat.ioa 
of her head, with many fastings and teareH, beBBBching Goda 
mercie for hiTn : And withall she herself dealt with him 
moste busilie and infitontlie, lahonricg diuerse waj'es to gayne 4 
him, by admonitions and dutifuJlnes, by falling out with 
him, and by that which is the cbeefeet, good behauionr, and 
feruent a£Eection to godlynes, wherewith prineipallie is the 
mynde bowed and freelie drawen, and mollified to lone ajid 8 
embrace vertue. Neither could it bo, but tbo stone should 
be pierced and made hollow sueh daylie droppes falling on 
it, and that her holie studie and labour should be effected, 
as by the sequele shall pla,ynlie appears. This did she aske, 12 
and this did sho Todoubtodlie hope to obtayne, for that she 
was more feruent in faith, than in youthlie age : and none 
had such confidence in these present and visible things, as 
she had of things hoped : And no meruaile, when before 16 
she had experience of gods Hberalitie, and the reall frnite of 
her holie hope. For by her prayers she had before obtayned 
me of god, and before I waa borne she promised me vnto 
him, nothing doubting of the future enont; and after I was 20 
' borne she presentHo consecrated me to wayto on him : a 
worthie attempt was it of her, and a greate benefit of god, 
that she had not beene made whollie frustrate of her hope 
and vowe, and that her oblation had not beene refused {& 24 
meaneth Ihoroughe his oicjte /aidte).f 

To her husbands recouerie and ghostlie health, helped 
not onelie his good wiuea wise manner of curing, which by 
litle and htle he admitted, but also a vision shewed him in 28 
his sleeps, as God vseth often to benefitt and blesse a soule 
worthie of saluation ; which vision was this : He thoughte 
(that which he neuer had donne before, althoughe his wife 
was verie frequent and often in prayer) that ho song that 32 
part of Dauidb psalmes; / hatie reioyced at thoss thing* 
which were eayd vnto me ; we will got into the hovge <if our 
Lord. This was a new song and vnaccustomed, and with 
this new song, a new desire also entered into his haiii : 3S 
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Which when hia wife vnderatood, hauing her wish, toobo 

the occaKion offered, and expounding the vision, in the best I 

and ioyfullesfc part, and declaring the greatnes of that ■ 

4 benefitt, with gladnea of mynde added that health was at I 

hand, and withall wrought that nothing might chance, I 

which might hinder his calling, or interrupt and quash her 
intended desire. Wherefore at that time, many Bishops Thei:Wrai8 

8 hastening to Nicea there to suppresse and exterminate the Note tta 
mad doctrine of Abius lately risen, by which the diuinitie NqbobUi 

^ ■' which she 

■was diuided (he affir min g the Sonne of god to be of inf eriour """''^fli 
substance to his Father) Geegoeie her husband committed ma"; 325: 

12 himself to God, and those preachers of truthe, opening to 

them his desire of trathe, and beseeching them to helpe I 

him to obtayne the common health and saluation ; amongst I 

whomo was our famous Leontjus, bishop of our mother 

16 Cittie. At his Conuersion, God gaue notable teatimonie ^"""i'™''" 
by two miracles, which I may not passe with silence, with- go"^^j!^|Jn. 
out iniuria to Gods grace by which they were wroughte : ^ 

and of the £rst there are many witnesses. At his first ■ 

20 initiation or Cathechising, a spirituaH eirour was committed I 

by the maisters of exact discipline or priests, whereby not- m 

■withstanding Gods supernall grace did foresignifie, what I 

was after to come ; The forme of priestehood or Bishops I 

24 degree being mingled with his Christian and prime institu- I 

tion (O instruction and Cathechismo not thoughte of) (op M 

he receyued the Elements of faithe kneeling (which ha 
should haue donne standing, bishops being onelie then [KdJ. by Ui» 

28 created kneeling) whereuppon many botbe of quicke iudge- 
ment, and of ordinarie vnderstanding were confirmed not 
on lighte and obscure signes to thinks and foretell of him, 
that which followed, to weete that he should be Bishop. 

32 Not long after an other miracle was Eidded to the former. ThBieoond. 
He comming to that regeneration, whereby we are borne ^^Sfn 
againe by water and the bolie ghoste, where we protesse ^a^ow''^ 
our seluea, to bo created, consecrated and named Christians, ww^hJbg 

36 and where we are changed from eai'tblie persons to spiritual!, K>«iog 
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he I say comming hei-eto with bumiog deuotion, aboimdant 
and cleare hope, and piirged before-hand all he could in 
hcxlie ajid mynde, far mora diligeDtlie than the lewes were, 
being to receiue the tables of the Law by moiseb ; being 4 
baptized and conuuing out of the water, light and glorie 
ghined all-abotite him worthie of his mentall affection, 
wherewith he came to the gift of faith j which diueree 
others beheld : yet bicause euerie one thought themBelues 8 
onelie had seeno it, they for a while made no wordea thereof 
to any, but after conferring thereof amongst themseluea, 
they acquainted each otlier what they had seene ; but to the 
Bishop Leostius who was the EAPrihT and renewer, the 13 
lighte was so cleare and euident, that not conteyniug he did 
openlie protest, that lie whome he did annoynte, should 
Eucceede him in the Eishoprioke./ 

By this wo see, how according to the scripture a worthie 1-6 
woman and a good niariage ia a Bpeciall benefitt from god ; 
wherewith accord well those wordes of the profane Poet 
(Hzsiodub) A'o posBeesion belter than a good wife; nolhijig 
more pemieitms than a wicked wi/e.'/ 20 

My Gregorie sAe had three children all Saialg : Gregorie tlie 
Doctor or gre^le diuine after; obtayned hy prayer ae ia 
tayd he/ore ; after C'remrius a moete excellent learned ^ly- 
eicion, honorable with Uie Emperours, yet more with God : 2i 
the third Gorgonia no lease holie wife thanJierholie mother. j 
' These two were verie louing to their children and also to 
Christ ; which ia not vsuall among men r nay they loued 
Christ more than theii- childi'en ; whereas they tooke this 28 
onelie fruito of their children, to haue them knowen and 
named of Christ ; defyning moreouer, that it was no happi- 
nes to begette children, vnles they by vertue be conioyned 
with god. Eothe were kyndo and curteous, full of mercie 33 
and pittie, taking much from the Hpoile of mothes theeues 
and the prince of this worlde, {by charitable bestowing of 
them) ; and withall transporting themselues from this pil- 
grimage and muteable abode, to the certayne and stable 39 
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eeate and habitation in heauen ; heaping vp to their children. Their ciiii- 
an aboimdant and rich patrimonie, the gloria of the life to monje. 
come. And she was not onelie giuen to her husband by O"* ftneij: 

: God to be a helper, but which is more to her praise and ^-i 
admiration, to be captains and leader to all goodnes, by 
life and epeeche and excellent esample. And alheit in other 
things according to the lawes of matrimonie, she thought it 

i best to obey her husband, yet she feared not for faith and 
godlines to professe her self nmister ; which act of hers how- where^ tnia 
beit it ia greatelie to be commended, yet more admirable is 
his praise in that he so willinglie yielded. For she is such 

i a one, as where other women glorie and vaunt of their 
natnrall or artificiall beautie, she contrariwise made reckon- Hotdcckins 
ing of that beautie onelie which consisteth in the adorning 
of her Eoule, and in preseruing and pui'ging of Gods image '■'^^ imnso. 

J there with all diligence : and that onelie did she vouchsafe 
of the name of beautie, for other paynting and trimming 
by art, she repelled it from her, and left it to women, that 
delight to be at playes and shewcH, to see and to be scene. 

) Also she reputed true nobilitie to bein vertue and godlines, Her 
and in knowing whence wo came and whither we tend, noiiiiiuc 
She accounted these the safe and inuiolable riches, to powre Her 
these earthlie things oute vpon God and the poore, and such ticUea 

I poore kinsfolke especiallio, as by snisfortuue had decayed, 
and fallen into penurie ; For to bestow on them onelie 
necessaries, sho thought it rather a renewing of their 
miseries, than an ease and lightening of their burden ; but 

5 liberallie and with large benignitie to comfort them, and 
embrace them, that sayd she was honorable and full of 
solace. Now where other women, some attend to augment shewubrfh 
and amplifie their houses and housholde commodities, others wifoandn 

3 gino themselues to pietie and holines onelie, for that it is 
hard to doe bothe, she for both pi'aises surpassed other 
women, performing bothe moste excellentlie. For so 
industrious and good a houawife was she, according to tho 

S lawea which Salomon prescribeth to such a stoute and 
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paynefiill woumn, as tlioughe she had not knowen, what 
belonged to pietie and deuotion ; On the other side, so 
vhollie addicted ehe herself to God and diuine matters, as 
thoughe she had no medling with housholde bueincs. 
Neither did one of these studies hinder the other, but 
rather one was Bupported and holpen by the other. No 
time, no place failed her of prayer, for nothing all day 
did she more, neither was there any woman of so assured 
hope to obtayiie presentlie what she should demand and 
begg of God, as she. None did so reuerence the hand and 
countenance of the Priests : none so honoured all kinde of 
Christian doctrine and wisedome. "Who did so extenuate and 1 
waste her bodie by watching and fasting as she) whoeofaat^ 
ened her self to prayer and singing of psalmes day and nigbto 
like her! Who did more honour and admire virginitie than 
she, albeit herself was maried and bounded Who was a. 1 
greater help and comfort to orphans and widowes 1 who did so 
Bustaine and lighten the calamities of the mournf uU and 
afflicted t And this more, albeit to some these things may 
seeme small and of litle accounto, for that they are not 2 
manifest to their owne eye, thoroughe enuie not crediting 
what themselues can not witnesse ; yet to me they are of 
greate worth, for that they proceede from faith and a 
spirituall feruour : as that in assemblies and holie places, you 2 
could not heare her euer speake worde, beside her prayers, 
and mysticall wordes, or what necessitie did enforce on her. 
And if in the olde law it was a glorie to the Altar, that 
neuer ase, or hatchett was seene or heard about« it (which 2 
signified that things dedicated to god should be simple and 
naturall) why shall not she be commended for honouring 
holie things with reuerent silence, and for that she neuer 
toumed her backe towards the holie Table or Altar, and ^ 
neuer would defile the holie grounde by spitting on it : And 
albeit she was a Tcrie courteous and sweete woman, yet did 
she neuer reach her right hand to Gentile,' to lake them by 
the hand, neither would she euer offer her lips to theirs to ; 



more to be admirecl, t 
TOW (althonglie euea 
iceeding feeling and 
imda oC lameatntion, ] 

lidds, or ^ sadd cheere did euer seaze on , 
epted the misbapp at Gods hands, and I 
and misehanees befell her ; ' 
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kiBse them ; by no meanea could she be peranaded, vrged or 
forged, to eate with those that were of an impure or profane 
table, AJtar or religion : neither could her conscience endure 

[ to boholde or passe by their wicked ho«se or Temple. At 
no Land would she yield her eares or tongue, aecustomed whMetd ei 
to heare, speake, and pronounce diuine things, once to be ^'^^ <^^ 
defiled by listening or rehearsing ethnicall tales or theafcricall 

S songs : for she thought that no profane matter was meete No rrofam 
for holie persona. And that w/iich if 
neuer did she yield so to corporall bo 
at strangers afflictions she tooke e 

I griefe) that she vttered a worde or s( 
without rendering God thankes also, n 
from her crossed ej 
her, but that she a 

1 this althoughe 
For she thought it the dutie of a godlie and religious soula 
to Bubmitte all humane things to Gods pleasure and holio 
proiiidence. Other things of lesse euidence I ouerpasse, 

) whereof God is witnesse, and her faithfull handmaydes to 
whose knowledge she committed such matters. 

And this was she before her husbands conuersion, how Note: 
much ehe profitted after his retoume may well be imagined, 

t when by mntuaJl holie endeuour and emulation, each Hoiieen 
studied to surpasae other, as they excelled all others ; And aiid wife 
to coniecture other vertues by one, whereas her husband tp«tr- Cap. 
being moate bounteous to the poore, bestowing of ^ them p r. on.) 

i not onelie of their superfluities, but also of his necessaries, 
giuing to all and denying none, leste while he might scema 
to denye the vnworthie, he might withholde releefe from 
the well deseruing, yet to auoide vaine glorie, and not to 

J be seene to doe that, which he did for the moate part, he 
left the care of bestowing, to his excellent and faithfull [Osp. si-i 
wife, who burned with ao mightie and vnmeasurable loue of Konnas m- 
giuing, as [not] • the huge Atlantike sea, or whatsoeuer vast ]""« "f 

I thing, and not able to be exhausted would suffice her, poia.] 
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emulating by contrarJe affection the horsleache or bloud- 
sucker mentioued by Salomon, ouergoing that vnsatiabla 
greedynea of euill, with vnfillable desire of goodnea : And 
BO reodie was she and willing to deserue well of all, tbat 
she could neuer be sfttisfied berewith, thinltiiig i her 
former wealth and what cume after all to be too litle for 
that her liberall desire. Nay she would haue solde her self 
aud her childrea if she mighte {as she often tolde me) and 
that moste gladlie, that the price mighte haue beene be- 
Btowed on poore folkes needes : to tbia woman did he 
remitte the raynes of giuing nioste freelie and whollie.'/ 

Her yongest cbilde and bolie youth C^aARius a famous 1 
and admirable learned physicion, for which faculties he was 
honoured, vsed, and aduanced of the Emperoura (Cox- 
STANTiua and Valence) being taken out of this woidde, 
when hia precious ashes and laudable corps, was caried to 1 
the mai'tyrs seate, with grcatcpompe andmanifolde singing 
of hymnes, and honoured with the hobe hands of his 
parents, she bare a lighte torche at his Eunerall, yielded deuo- 
tion in steede of sorrowc, made tearcs giue place to wisedome, £ 
and suppressed griefe with holie singing of psalmes./ 

He being taken from them, whome for his yong 
yearea and frailtie thereof, they moste feared to miscarie, 
then were his parents more free to ninne their course a 
towards heauen, with more tranquillitio, which then they 
did with all their house and familie./ 

Geeqohib her husband becomming Bishop as was fore- 
aignified, and therein conuersing with all pastoral! vertue S 
and vigilance, which God witnessed by miracle; 'the like 
miraculous cure did god worke on my mother not long 
after, which I thinke necessarie to relate, that we may 
honour her herewith as she is moate worthie./ I 

She fell sicke, who otherwise by nature was a strong and 
courageous woman, and who all her life-time before, bad 
neuer beene sicke : And amidst all her griefea, to be short, 
nothing so tormented her, as want of sustenance taking l 
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accompanied with cruell hunger. Thus was she- many 
dayea veseil, and could finde no remedie : how then did 
God nourish her and feeds her! not with Manna rayned 
4 from heauen as he fedd the Israelites, nor by bred sent by 
a rauen, as he fedd Elias : how then t Forsooth she 
thought she saw mo, whome like loued moste deai'elie, on a 
sodaine to come to her in the nigbte, with a baskett full of 
8 white bred, and loues, blessed and signed with the Crosse i^nw 
by me, and that I fedd her therewith, and tbat therewith sign^wiui 
she was made whole : and indeede so came it to passe, as 
her nights vision shewed her, for therewith she recouered. / 

12 One other mirai.le will I add, which was common to them An othet 
bothe. When I sailed from Alesandbia into Greece, by [Cap. ai.] 
the gulEe of Pamphilia retouruing from my studies, the 
time of yeare was then verie vnseasonable, albeit mymynde 

16 was then to take my iournie. After I with othera had 
sailed a while, so cruell a tempest ouertooke vs, as the 
passengers with me had hardlie remenibered the like. And 
all thereat fearing death, Z was far more afcard of the 

20 death of my soule, for I wretch was then in perill to dye, HeeUia 
without the renouation of baptisme : wherefore I wished djinKwiih- 
for that spirituall water, amidst those raging waters of the tuioe. Pi>i- 
sea threatening present destmiction. Thereupon I cried out ■":*?' 

24 vnto God, begged and besought of him a litle space of time 
to obtayne that benefit ; the othei'a with me cried also for 
me, albeit they were in common danger of corporall death, 
and tbat did they more hartily than many a familiar or 

28 neero fiiend would haue doone : For these men were of 
greate benignitie and humane kindenes, by perllls hauing 
learnt to be moncd with compassion at others calamities. 
In this distresso of mine and ghostlie danger, my parents 

32 hy vision in the night, were made acquaynted therewith, atmBBB 
and Buocoured me, they comming from the land, bringing 
belpe with them, and by their prajers (as it were) inchant- 
ing the raging waues, as after by computation of the time 

SG I vnderatood comming home to them: Which also a wholtu^mo 
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dreame declared, which I had, falling a sleepe, aiter t 
Btorme woe somewhat aswaged. Methought I saw a cruell 
furie of hell, looking with gastlie countenance at me, and 
throateniog me d/iiigcr : At the same instant, an other of 4 
the passengei-a, who was but a youth, yetloued mo tendeidie, 
and had greate care and son-owe for me being in that state, 
thoughte he saw my mother entering into the Sea, and that 
conuning to our ship she lajd hand on it, and drew it easilie 8 
to the shore. Thia vision deserued credit, for presentlie the 
Sea became ealme, and without trouble we arriued at Rhodes : 
And my self was tlje gift offered to God for our safetie in 
this perill : for as I vowed my self to god and to forsake the 1 2 
worlde, if I escaped that danger, so hauing my wished 
deiinerie, I yielded my self to his seruice, aa I had promised.'/ 
She proceeding many yeares in that her holie course, and 
beholding aboundunt fruit of her holie labours both in her 16 
husband, lyuing tortie fiuo yearea a holie Bishop, and in her 
holie children, neerlle imitating her holie st«ppa, like her 
husband, who hued allmoate an hundred yeares, commiug 
to deepe olde age, yea equall to him in vertue and yeares, 20 
full of stable and transitorie, eternall and temporall dayes, 
of principall renowne like her husband amongst mort^ 
men for vertue, left this life : Whose happie passage the 
Grceke and Latine Cburche do venerablie recorde, and of 24 
olde time haue donne, the fift of August. 

An annotalitm touching Iter liuing with her hushani 
being Bishop. / 

Where we reade in this lifo that this holie woman lined 28 
with her holie husband cuor, yea after he was Bishop, 
some may thinke perhaps that likeLuTnEBAN or Protestant 
Bishops, Gatholike Bishops did marie, or that like some 
later Greeke bishops (who would that Bishops might vse 32 
their wiues before maried, when after they happened to be 
made bishops) he vsed her caraallie : But thia example, 
helpeth neither : not the Protestants, for that GfiEaoniB 
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did not marie after he was made bishop,^ but long before : 
neither may we thinke that he kept company with Nosna 
his wife, after he was made bishop, or some looser Greekea 
4 would persuade : For seeing, as S' Epiphanids then lyuing 
affirmeth, that the Church receyued none to he deacon, sub- 
deacon. Priest, or Bishop, but either virgins or widowea, or 
who beJDg maried was the hushaad of one wife, and euer 
8 after ahstayned from his wiues cumall eompanie, cipeciailie 
where the Eccleaiasticall Canons were sincerelie kept, and I'' 
S' HiEBOuE auoucheth the anmo , and witball seeing that 
Gkeoorie, was a vertuous Bishop by hia hohe honnes teoti- 

1 3 monie, what may we reasonablie thinke, but that he obserued 
in this pointe the Churcbea law moste sincerely 1 Againe we 
seeheero that he and his wife were all moste threescore both of 
them, before he was made Bishop, whence there is no occasion 

X6 to saspect such leuitie, io bo holie persons, at those yearea./ 

Tlie life or paamon of holie Iidilta a gcntlewoMtm and 
ViOftyr of Cmsarea, written by S". BaeiU the Greeke 
Doctor ^ : She auffend in Diocletians j^eraemttion about 

20 iAe yeare of our Lorde : 304 : bi 

®ll? praise of this blessed woman martyr which now 
offereth it self to be sett forth, is the cauae of this our 
assemblie and meeting' : For we haue appointed this day to A 

24 be keptt solemne and festiuall by you, for that it reneweth p 
the memorie of that greate conflict, which was fought in b 
a. womans bodio, but with noble and more than manlia 
courage, and which stroke all with admiration and aBtonish' 

28 ment, both them that beheld her combating, and those 
that heard thereof, by the relation of those that had 
experience of this her agonio : The moste blessed woman 
luLiTTA (if we may with reasonable decencie terme her 

32 a woman onelie, who with heroicall fortitude of mynde, 
hath ouergone the infirme condition of womana natui'e) by 
whose oneHe magnanimitie and constancie of mightie spirite. 
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I doubte not but our common aduersarie was miglitilie 
ama^edj and madded to see women to haue gotten such a 
victoria on him, who throughe insolent and impotent pride 
was wont to vaunt and with magnifieall speeches to threaten 4 
and bragge, that he would shake the whole earth to peeces, 
and to destroye Cittios and all the inhabitants, like a birds 
neaste, and the eggs therein ; in the meane tyme by this 
worthie womans vertue, so much the more weaker proued he, 8 
by how much more eagerlie, ho vrged her to fall from Christ ; 
and as he laboured diuerslie toconuince her of ioconstancie, 
and that throughe her infirmitie of nature and eexe, she 
was not able to defend her religion towards god, so by ex- 13 
perience and triall founde he, that she was aboue her 
naturall condition strong, and did deride and scorue the ter- 
ronrs, wherewith he hoped to haue frighted and daunted her./ 

This woBnan had a suite in law against a principall man 16 
of the Cittie of C.esahea, who by fraude and violent 
handes, soraping all he could to him, and enriching himself 
by preying on others wealth, had compassed a greate deale 
of land to himself, and of Iitlitta, had encroehed on land, 20 
houses, cattell and seruants ; and more, after that he had 
seised on all her other housholde atuffe which was veiie 
riche, by corrupting and suborning false witnesses and 
forged accusers, he pi-euenteth her of law and rightfull 24 
indgement, making his best title craftio inuention, base 
briberie, and corruption of the ludges. The day came 
wherein this extortioner was to answer Iulittas suit«, and 
the cause t« be decided when the Crier calleth each partie, 28 
before the bench, ludges and aduocates in their places. 
When luLiTTA had bcgunne to tell her tale, and to infonae 
the ludge of the ynmeaMttable tyrannic of the man, and 
to declare her tenure and title, whereby she had possessed 33 
her goods taken away, from the beginning, and the long 
time her possession and title had beene continued, and 
thereupon besought iustiee in pittifuJI manner against the 
violence offered her, and the insatiable couetousnes of her 3G 
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Rdiiersnrio, he then ateppeth vp and sayetli; "This action of 
hers is such, as no long prescription can benefitt or aiioile ; Seo a i 
For there ia no reason or law, that they should haue any biit e 

': commimitie or fellowship with vs, who doo not nor haue "•'s'' 
donne any worship to the gods, whome the Empetours 
honour, vnlesse they reforming themselues, do first renounce 
the faith of Christ.' The Pretor or ludge thought that 

( proposition or points proposed by him to be verie agree- 
able to Iftwe, and greatlie to be regarded :/ Whoretoro he 
commandeth frankincense, and burning coles to he broughte, 
and the Iiidges aske her, whether she would deny Chriet 

i or no : If she will, they say she might enioye the benefitt 
of law, and the priuiledges thereof : but if she refused to For hi 
renounce him, and would stand stifflie to his faithe, then aii i(n 
could she haue no vse of the barre, lawes, or common 

i wealth : for that according to the law and statute of the 
Emperoura then reigning, sbo had incurred the note of 
infamie. But what did she then I thinke you e>he was 
bowed or ouerweighed with the desire of sauing or recouer- 

) ing her goods ) or did she neglect her choefe profitt to bo 
reueagod on her aduersarie 1 or thinke you at this imminent 
perill she was dismayed in luynde ! nothing lesse. But 
'rather (sayeth she) farewell life it self, and let all wealth Hsrfj 

1 sinke, and my bodie perishe, than one impious worde shall tion. 
go from me against my creator and god.' And the more 
she saw the Pretor to be moued to wrath at her speeches 
30 confidentlie spoken, the more, did she yield god more 

i aboundant thankes, for that while she lost her corruptible 
riches, to an vniust ranener and robber, she thereby seemed 
more to assure herself of the possession ot heauenlie goods : 
beholding this earth to be taken from her, that she might 

i receiue Paradise ; her person to be made infamous, that 
she may 1 bo made worthie of the crowne of glorie; her P f ■ ' 
bodie to be tome, reprochefullie with whipps, and to be 
spoiled of this temporall life, that she might he partaker of 

i that bappie hope, and blessed quires of all saints in the 



I 



B ioye of beauenlie kingdome. She then being often 
demanded, and gtuing do other wordes, but that she was 
tlie bandmoide of CLrist, and that she did detest them, 
that did prouoke and exhort her to renounce her faithe, 4 
thereat the wicked ludge did not onelie bereaue her of 
that greate wealth, which was taken from her against all 
law and iustice, but also adindged her to lose her life, and 
that cruellie by fire / She hei'ewith nothing daunted, as 8 
being nothing aSected to any thing of this life, wherewith 
we are wont, much to be inauioured and delighted ; but 
contrariwise, as we vse to runne and hasten to this lifea 
delightca, ko did she to the fire assigned for her ; walking 13 
verie fast to the place of death, in face, gate, wordea which 
ehe Epake, and moste cheerfull alacritie, witnessing forth 
the exceeding ioy which she possessed in mynde : And 
touming to other christian women that were by, she 16 
besought them not to feare or quaile to suffei" paynes for 
defence of christian religion, nor to excuse themselues 
thereof vnJer pretext of womana weake nature, ' for that 
(sayd she) women ai-e made of the same moulde that men 20 
are : wee were framed to the likenes or image of god, as 
well as men. Verilie women are created by God, like 
capable of vertue as men : for what meruail ] are not we 
^ kinne, and of the same bloud with men in all poyntes^ for 24 
'- not onelie flesh was taken to make the woman, but bone 
also of Adams bones, so that we also are no lesse bound 
to yield vnto god firmitie, strength and conBtancie of faith 
and patience in aduersitio than men.' Hauing sayd thus 28 
much, she leaped into the burning flame, which like vnto 
a shyning mariage bed embraced holie Iulittas bodie, and 
sent the soule to heauen, and to the etemall rest there, 
which was agreeable to her merits ; yet kept it her 32 
venerable bodie sounde, and no whitt harte tor her kins- 
folke, which was buried in the comliest porche of the 
- principall Churche of all the Cittie, sanctifying both the 
1 place, and those that come to that place : And more, the 35 



TUE ADlilUABLE VERTUE OF A CAI'TIUE HAIDE IN IDEEIA. 

eir(h at this blessed womana bodilie presence gushed forth 
a fine spring of niosle graiefull water : so that this martyr ' 
like a pittifull mother aod mirso sweetlie feedetL all the > 
4 inliabitants of the Cittie, as it were with Bweete milke 
runoing foith plentifullio for the common vse of all 
persons./ Hei-ein doolh this martyr benignelie imparte 
that fauour on vs, which of olde, holie Elizeus bestowed 
8 on his people of Iericho, changing by his blessing the 
saltnes of the commoa waters of that place thereaboute 
into a Bweete taste and delicate./ 

O yee men, I beseeche yoii permitt not yo«r selues to 

12 be fouode inferiour to women, in defending your religion ; 
and you women doe not leatie this example vnimitated, 
which ehe hath shaped yo\i, and withouto pretending any 
impediment, eticbe fast to your once embraced religion and 

16 pietie, and indeede make trial], that thtB infirmitie of your 
nature is no hinderance to any of you, why you may not 
performe any good acte.'/ Thtig S\ Baeill.j 



The admirable verlue of a Ckrintian -ntaide Cajittvs in 
20 Iberia ; by icAonie that A'ation was comierted to Chritt. 

V^flilt we may see how potent vertue is, wheresoeuer 
and in whomesoeuer, that neither to be a slaue and captiue, 
nor to line remote from Christians amongst Pagans hin- 

24 dereth a greate faith, and hoHe mynde to glorifie God 
greatlie, by greate workes and worthie vertue ; this storie 
following will aboumlantlie testifie ; being of vndoubted 
veritie, as witnessed by 'liuFFiNUS, ''SoCKATEa, 'TnEODOBET, • 

28 and^SozoMENtra. 

' About that time,' sayth RgpFiNua (to weete in the yeare 
327 : as BiEONiua accounteth) 'the people of Ibehia, who ] 
lye vniler the Pontike Pole, receyued the faith of Christ 

32 ^iid hope of heaaen ; But the cause of so greate a henefitt, 
waa a certayne Christian mayde, that was taken captiue by j 
them : who lyuing a faithfull and sober life amongst them, 5 
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Bpeniling whole dayes and nightes in prnyer, became tUerebj 
in admirtttion to tbose barbarouB people. They Deuer 
hauing bcene acquainted with such manner of beliaiiioui-, 
were verie curious and inquisitiuo to know what it ment. 4 

Qplie answered them, that in that manner she 
worshipped Chrifit her god. The Eai'barians memailed at 
that new and strange name, but conceyued nothing els : 
notwithstanding her pei'seuerance in that manner of life, 8 
made the women verie desirous to loarne what commoditie 
could come thereby. It was a fashion amongst them, that 
if any childe were sicke, the mother carried it aboute from 
house to house, to trie if any knew any remedie or medicine, 12 
wherewith to cure it : and when one woman had thus 
caried hei- childe aboute, seeking to finde some remedie, at 
last nhe commeth to this captiue, demanding if she knew 
how to help her litle one : Who answered that she knew no IC 
humane remedie, yet eayd, that Christ her God, whome she 
serued, could giue health beyond maai hope, albeit the case 
seemed neuer so desperate : and after that she had layd the 
childe on her hajTe-cloth or Cilice, and had prayed ouer it 20 
to her Ix>rd, she restoreth the infant whole to the mother. 
The fame hereof was caried to many, and withall came to 
the Queenea eares, who was sicke o( a moate grieuous 
disease, whereof she had no hope of cure. Vpon this newes 24 
she desireth, that the Captiue woman mighte be brought 
vnto her : but she refused, fearing leste she might seeme to 
vndertake presumptuouEhe more than could be well expected 
of one of her sese. Whereupon the Queene canseth her 28 
self to be caried to the captiuea litle Cell. She as before, 
layeth the queene on her cilice, and prayeth for her to 
Christ, which donne she arose sounde and ioyfull. Then 
teacheth she the Queene, that he who had made her wholle 32 
was her god Christ, sonne of the supreme God, and withall 
admonisheth her to call on him, for that it was he that 
gaue kingdomes to Piincea, and life to mortall 
then retouruing home verie iocund, and her husband asking 3G 
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how she was cored so soone, she tolde him, He then for 
ioy commanding gifts to be sent to the woman that had 
healed her, the queene answered : ' O king tho captiue will 
4 none of these things : she despiseth golds, contemneth siluer, 
she maketh fasting her foode, delighting therewith as 
others with eating : this onelie gift will be acceptablo to 
her, if we will worship Christ her god, who healed me at 
8 her request.' The king was not verie forward then to that 
motion, and after also deferred the efEecting thereof, albeit 
he had heene often called on thereto by his wife : Tntill one 
day it chanced that being in the woods hunting, many ac- 

12 companying him, sodainlio so extreme darknes befell, as if 
it had beene midnighte, in so much as none could see which 
way to goe : others wandering diuerse wayes, they knew 
not whither, the king wos left alone in greatest obscuritie, 

IC not knowing which way to tom'ne him. Being in that 
desperate case, this cogitation came to his mynde, ' If that 
Christ which the captiue hath tanghte my wife be trulie 
god, and will now doliuer me out of this darknes, henceforth, 

20 I will worship him, and forsake all other.' Preaenllie when 
he had vowed this in his hart, day-lighte was restored, and 
he came safe to the Cittie, where forthwith he tolde his 
Queene all that had past : And presentlte calling the 

24 Captiue to them, he prayeth her to teache him how he 
should worship Christ, promising that henceforward, he 
would worship no God but Christ. The C'nptiuo came, she 
teacheth liim Christ to be God, how to pray to him, and 

28 how to worship him, and all els what a woman mighte 
manifest ; She willeth a Church to be built, and describeth 
the forme thereof. The king therefore assombling all his 
people, declareth vnto them all that had befallen to himself 

32 and his Queene, and teacheth them tho faith of Christ ; so 
that he, not being yet baptised, became notwithstanding 
the ApoKtle of his nation. The men beleeue by the preach- 
ing of the king, the women by the Queene ; and all being 

36 of one desii'e, a Churche is built out of hand, and the 
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wallea being speedilie raised, the pillers came to be erected. 

And when the first and second had beone sett vp, the 

third comming to be reared, after it was one end in part. 

othn- eleimt«J, farder it could not be moued, by no engine nor 4 

force of men ; albeit they had tried all meanes againe and 

ogaine. The people thereat were astonished, and the king 

much daunted, not knowing what to doe. / Nighte coTomipg 

and all departing, the Captiue onelie watched there in 8 

jjrayer. Morning being come, and the king with those 

iiuBitrMn- abonte him entering into the Churche, beholde the piller 

bernnKUiiig that had beene go imnioueable, was reared vp straighte, and 

hong in the aire, aboue hia base or foote, neere the space 12 
of a foote. Then the people beholding that admirable 
worke mngnified God, and confessed that the kings faith 
and Captiues reh'gion was true : when lo an other miracle, 
for as the people wore eo admiring, beholde the piller in Ig 
the view of all, dooth faire and softlie descend vnto hia 
base, none touching it, and there resteth verie streighte 
and sure : After that, the other pillers were with that 
Th« Church celeritie raised and sett vp, as that day sufficed thereto for 20 
trnut all. After that the Church was af atelie built, and that the 

people thirsted more vehementlie after the faith of God, 
BTher by the aduico of the Captiue an Embassage was sent to 

acndtotiie the EmperouT Constantine in the name of the whole 24 
'^ouatantine nation, all that had happened was declared to the Em- 
perour, they besought him to send them Priests, who 
might perfect Gods worke begun in them. The Emperour 
with all ioy and honour, sent them Priests, as thoy re- gg 
Coiistoii- quested, and tooke more comfort thereat, than if by con- 
giDusiD^. quest he had ioyned vnknowne nations and kingdomes to 
the Komane Empire. 

That all things before related were donne, as is sett 32 
downe, the moste faithful! man Bacubius, king of that 
Nation, and Earle of the Emperours houshoide with vs, 
a man of exceeding zcale of religion and truthe, tolde va 
at HiEHUSALEM.'/ T/ius/arre Ruffinm j lib: 1 cap: 10: 36 
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The life qf blessed Macrina Virgin, and mster to S. Greyorie 
Bishop oj Nysaa, written by him in hie Epistle to 
Olipnpiua 1 a monek, at w}u3se requett he wrote it : lome- 
. viltai abridged. 

S/ie died according to Baronius; anno Dhi 379 ; one yeare . 
q/der S': Bagill : torn: 4: Annalium. 

* ^IllS worke (Olymfius) whit-li I terme an Epistle, for 

i bulke hath the iuet bigaes of a booke, but the argument 
thereof will excuse me, seeing at your request I wrote it. 
You can not forgett our meeting and aweete coouersation, 
at the Cittie of Antioche, when jou were trauailing to 

! HiEBUSALEU, to visite the monuments of Christs peregrina- 
tion in fiesh ; there amongst other discourses and good 
communication a, whereof your wisedome gaue manifolde 
occasion, we foil to make mention of an holie woman, if 

i we may tenne her a woman, who so surpassed the condition 
of her nature, of whome what I related, I had not learned 
of other mens reportea, but of my owne knowledge, neither f 
was the virgin of whome we talked a stranger to me, that [ 

) I had neede to learne of others the admirable things which i 
I tolde of her, but she was ray whole sister, and the first 
fruite of our mothers fertilitie : / "Wherefore seeing yoa 
thought the historic of holie persona verie commodious, 

1 leste posteritie might be ignorant of this virgins life, who 
by the studie of wisedome arriued to the toppe of vertue, 
I thought conuenient to fuUfiU your desire, allbeit I hauo 
sett downe her life in playne and vncomposed wordes, and 

I with what breuitie I coulde. / 

This virgin was called Macuina, by her parents for louo 
and reuereoce of our grandmother by the father, so called : 
who in time of persecutions, had suffered much for Christs 

I confession ; This was her vulgar name, yet she had an r 

other secret name giasn her by vision befuro she was > 

> Da vit4 S. MaciinaJ virg. ; in Miguo, Sor. Gr. t. 48, ji, a59, IT. 
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borne into this worlde : For of such vertue was our 

mother, that she gouemed her self in all things by the 
counaeli of GoJ, and so much loued pure and cliaste life, 
that she was married in a. manner against her will : For 
both her parents being taken hence in the Houre of her 
youth, and the fame of her beautie drawing many to de- 
sire her to wife, if ehe had not matched herself to some 
one, there was greate danger, leste some violence might 
haiie beene offei-ed her : She therefore coupling herself 
with a graue and renowned man, had this virgin for her 
first chiLde ; But her time of childo-birlh being at hand, 
one day being oppressed with tdeepe, she seemed to her 1 
self to Carrie in her armea, thU virgin which then she hod 
in her bcllie, and a gloiious person, standing by excelling 
mans countenance in beautie, called the iufant Thecla, 
which is the name of that famous virgin and martyr, 1 
moste renowned amougiit all Christians ; And when that 
worthie person bad thrice sayd, her name was Thecla, be 
vanished awaye. Her mother therewith awaking, was also 
withall soone delivered of her, and that with greate ease, i 
This name secmelh to me to haue beene giuen her, rather 
to signifie that she should be like her in vertue, and pro- 
fession, than to giue her her name in the worlde. This 
obilde was brought vp, and thereto had her proper nurse, '. 
notwithstanding was allmosto ener fedd, with her mothers 
handes. She growing beyond infants age, was verie in- 
genious and wittie to Icarno, whatsoeuer belonged to her 
yearea : her mother was verie careful! to haue her well S 
instructed, but would not pcmiitt her to learne Poets, 
and such authors as vsuallie children are taughte: For she 
thought it vnaeemelie, yea filthie to haue a yong mayd de- 
filed with the discourses of furious tragedies, or wanton i 
comedies, or like argument or like vaine Authors, "Where- 
fore she caused some choice partes of holie sci'ipttires, as 
of the wisedorae of Salomon, and anch like, which in- ^ 
formeth to vertue and good life, t-o be rertdd vnto her. ; 
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She was taught the psalmes also, a parcell whereof euerig 
day at sett times !;he had to recite. For whether she 
arose out of her bed. or did goe to her booke, or come 
4 thence ; whether she went to the table, or came from the 
table, whether to her rest or to her prayers, cuermore she 
was rehearsing some psalmes. She being thus bred, and i 
her hands excelleutlie exercised and taught to spinne, 
8 knitte and manage wooll, she was now twelue yeares olde ; 
when the floure of her youth began meruailouslie to shine ; 
and which was etrange, her beautie was so rare, that albeit i 
it waa hidden what couldo be, yet it was not able to be 

12 concealed; no not in all the contrie, was there any thing so 
admirable as her beautie ; no the paynters could not frame 
any peece comparable to her ; such was the felicitie of her 
fayernes. Hereupon whole swarmes of yong men flocked to 

16 her parents, and sued to haue her to wife ; but the father being 
wise, aod of greate experience in discerning mens qualities, of 
them all chose one yong man, well borne and bred, and to 
him he betrothed his daughter, against that he ^ shoLdd be of I 

20 ripe age : Who that whilo gauo greate arguments of f 
singular hope, that he would proue worthy of that rare i 
mayde; but all this expectation enuio made soone frustrate, t 
for in that tender age, death tooke him awaye. / She 

2i knowing her fathers determination, that it was to match g 
her to that yong man alone, hence she tooke occasion to t 
refuse all other mariage : in which resolution she continued 
constant euer after. For when often motions had beene 

28 made her, by her parents, suudrie suing for her, she 
answered that there was no reason that she should not be 
permitted to sticke to that matche, which her father had 
before allotted her, and that she should not content herself 

32 with one mariage, as with one birth and one death. ' For 
(eayth she) he to whorae my father despoused me is not i 
dead, but liueth to God, by the assured hope of the 
Besurrection ; so that I deeme him not to be dead, but to 

36 be gone to a far contrie ; wherefore I iudge it an heyaous 
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crime, if I fihoulJ not keepe my faith to my husband, being 
onelie trauailed abroJe;' Witb siicb reoaona she repelled 
those that aoughte to porsiiade her to inariage, and deter- 
myned to conserue her chaste purpose, and withall resolued 4 
neuer to depart from her mothers side. WTiereupon her 
mother said to her often ; ' My other childrea I bare onelie 
a eertaine time in my wombe, but thee I must bears 
euor in my bowella.' Notwithstanding this daughters 8 
continuall lining with her, was ueuer either burdenous or 
incommodious ; nay her officious diligence and dutifiillnea 
towards her, was equall to the seruicea of many maides : 
And yet withall the mother and daughter striued. pionslio 1^ 
to rei^uitc others kindenes. The mother kept the daughters 
BOiilo, the daughter kept the mothers bodie; seruing her 
in all needfull offices. And after she had satisGed her 
holie ofBces, thinking this also to beloog to her profession, IQ 
with her owne labours, she yielded her mother maynten- 
ance, and not to her alone, but to three other principal! 
persons, did she performe that humanitie. For her 
possession was dispersed in so many peoples. / 20 

Her mother being loaden with many cares, for her 
father was now dead, she still accompanied her, vnderwent 
part of her troubles, and eased her of a greate weight of her 
vesationa : withall by her mothers vertuous gouemement, 24 
she conserued her life free from all reproofe, lyuing ener in 
her sighte, and hauing her euer witnesse of what she did. On 
the other side as she benefited herself by her mother, so by 
her holie conuersation, she was a guide to her mother to run 28 
with her the same course of pietie, wliich she had in purpose./ 

When her other sisters were honestlio placed by her 
mother, her brother Basill called the greate, retourned 
from the common vniuersitiea where he had liued long; 32 
she fearing that he was become verie proude throughe hia 
greate knowledge and eloquence, and that he thought him- 
self to good for any dignities, and better than ordinarJa 
mngistrates ; fell & persuading him to the Etudie of lasting 3ft 
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and true wiaedoma, to tlie contempt of transitorie and 
vaine things. Wbich she eCtiuttd so forceiblie, as forth- 
with despising tho glorie of this worldo, and neglecting 
4 the honour of Eluquence, he embraced the laborious and 
bard kinde of life of seraing god in perfect pouertie, and 
entered the redie way to excellent vertue; wherewith ha 
sbyned after exceediuglie oner the worlde, more than in 
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When she had ahaken of all the matter of trouble 
life, she eshorteth her mother to leane her former 
of lyuing, and casting of the statelie and proude fashion 

12 of secular couuersation, her self and her maydes belonging 
to her, all to goe lyue in the house of virgins in the same 
manner as tbeydid. But to leaue this speach for a while, 
that the virgins sublime spirite may better appeare, I 

16 must not passe oaer this narration following. / 

Of foure brothers, the next after Basill who was eldest, 
was named Nauchatius ; who was a yong man of excellent 
partes both of bodie and mynde : for he surpassed all the 
) rest in comelinesee, strength, swiftnes, and abilitie to all 
things. He being two and twentie yeves olde, and bauing 
in a publike speache shewed such skill as all his hearers 
admired him, by Gods disposition, was carried with BO 

2i potent a spirit, that forsaking all present things, be 
betooke himself to a solitarie and poore life, carying 
nothing with him beside himself./ One of the house named 
CHaYBAPHiua followed him, for that be both loued him, and 

as that kinde of life : He hauing found an habitation neere 
the floud Ikis (which rising in Akmenia passeth thoroughe 
PoNTt;a prouince, and falJetb into the sea Eusinus) there 
dooth this yong man liuo in the tbicke woodes, remote 

B2 from all secular noise, and townea tumultes ; and withail 
releeueth certaine olde and diseased men, who liued there 
with him, thinking this holie worke nothing to dishonour 
or hinder his profession. By bunting did he prouide foode 

36 fcr those olde men (for be was verie experto in all Bnch 
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kiode of hunting) and with this labour did hs tame Lia 

yong and lustio bodie, yet euer was he readie to helpe oad 

obey hia mother, when she had neede of him. In this 

pna tdng-l kind ' of religious manner had he spent fine yeares, when i 

pr.niBui lo by tho snares of a wicked woman * as was thoughte, Le 

and his deere companioo Cuhysapiiius, as they were a 

wuivjfcd. bunting for the releefe of the olde men, are slayne. His 

mother, albeit a perfect woman, in all vertuea, hearing 8 
newes thereof, nature ouercoming in ber she sounded, and 
lay some while as dead : for reason being conquered by the 
excesse of eorrowe shruncke, and like a strong souldior 
suddenlie wounded fell to the ground. Heere did the 13 
MiPrtnu vertue of greate Maceina shew it self ; who at this newes 
kept herself vprigbt and vnconquereil, and withall sup- 
ported her mothers imbecillitie ; with greate courage 
exhorting her to patience and fortitude : whence at last IE 
her mother withstood her sorow, and shewed no vndecent 
gesture or womannish passion of crying oute, renting her 
garments, howling, or other clamorous lamentation ; but 
by reason she repressed the violence of nature, by her 20. 
owne and daughters counsells healing her infirmitie. And 
then cheefelie did the virgins greate spirit shew it self: 
for how-beit nature failed not in her, she louing her 
brother greatlie, yet surmounting nature, she ouercame her 24 
owne naturall griefe, and was able to holpe an other. / 
The mother Her motJier being then free from the care of bringing 
wortde. vp her children, and pLicing them in mariage, and her 

housholde troubles being for the moste parte diuided 23 
amongst her sonnes, this virgin wrought so with her mother 
by eiTeotuall persuasion and her oivne example, that she 
yielded to follow the studie of wiseilome, and pure kinde of 
life, to forgoe her wonted course, and to betake herself to 32 
an humble and abiect manner of lyuing; to weete to liue 
with the multitude of virgins, after their manner, veing 
the same table and diet, like bed, clothing and exercises as 
they did, withoute any difference or preheminence. Where- 31 
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fore such was their order of life, so excellent for deuotion, 
grauitie and discipline, as can not be espressed with wordes. 
For like as soules losed from the bands and troubles of Their 
[ their bodies, and freed fi-om the prison of this life, so was conuei*.t 

' '^ 'and eolia 

their lite free from all the vanitie of humane things, nest ■'^'''"^ 
approching to the life of Angells, No ire, no enuie, no 
hatred, no suspicions could be seene amongst them. All 

1 desire ot honour, glorio, and of like vaine things, all pride 
and highe lookea, with the residue of such vices, were forre 
from that place. Their deliciousnes was abstinence, their 
glorie not to be knowne, their riches to possesse nothing, 

! and to despise earthlie wealth as dust which we shake from 
our clothes and bodies. All studie they thought vaine, 
which was employed oo the care of this Hfe : onelie did the 
zeale of heaueulle things Sourish in that place, perpetual! 

i exercise of prayer and contemplation, daylie singing of 
Psalmes, which neuer ceased day^ nor nighte, their labour pMS-nnj 
and rest consisting therein. "What speach then can dulia 
commend this course of life ! These vii'gins liues was 

) mixed of hmnano and hoauenlie nature, partaking of bothe, 
and neere to bothe. For as they wei-o free from humane 
perturbations, so it surpassed the condition of men ; but 
as it was exercised in the bodie, and conteyned in mans 

t shape, and vsed the instruments of corporall senses, so it 
was inferiour to spirituall and Augelicall nature. Yet 
some perhaps will dare affirme their hfe not to he inferiour 
to Angells, seeing they lining with flesh, like vnto the 

( Potestatcs who want bodies, are not oppressed with the 
burden of their bodie, but eleuating their spirits, conuerse 
in soule and behauiour with those celestiall powres./ They 
had not lyued a small time in this kinde of profession, when 

I by daylie accesse of vertuous actes, growing in the loue and 
taste of God, they approched to greate cleannea of harte./ 

But a greate heipe for attayning thia excellent estate 
had she of her brother Fetek who was her mothers last 

i childe, aod no sooner was he borne, but he lost his father 
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Rerjonetst then deceaKmg. This brother, as soone as lie was ts^pn 
roier, diio from his nurses brest, she being eldest biought him vp 
ruuiLii in excellent manner, teaching him vertue and holie know- 
ledge euen from his childehoode, not permitting him any 4 
leiaiire for Taine studies. She shewed her self to him, as 
a. father, maister, keeper, mother, and connseller to bL 
excellent things, in eo much as before he was past his childe- 
hoode, he had ascended to a highe degree of pbilosophie or 8 
Christian wisedome. He was of bo pregnant witte, that he 
Beemed to be borne to all kindo of artes, yea and manuall 
crattes. For Tvitlioute a teacher, he of himself became 
perfect cunning in those things which others obtayned not 13 
in long time with the help of maisters. He therefore 
despising exteme studies and occupations, hauing a witt 
apt for all good learning, and euer imitating hia sister, 
whome he proposed to himself, as the marke and pnterno 10 
of all vertue, he made that progresaein vertue, that he was 
expected after to proue nothing infei'iour to greato Basill 
ifl in excellent holynes. But then he was to hia sister and 
"t mother worth all the rest, andwith them ioyntlie did he aspire 20 
■ J" and striue to attaine the perfection of that Angelicall life. 
^ On a time when there was greate dearth and famine, many 
moued with the fame of their beneficence flocked from euerie 
quarter, to that oute-pla^e, where they lyued so retired; 24 
where by his iudiistriesuchplentieof victualleswas seraed to 
i»mi- the poore, that for the abouudant concourse of people thither, 
na it Beemod no solitarie place, but a Cittie. The mother then 

being verie olde, dying in the armes of her two children, went 28 
oHirjfB to God : Eutfirst blessing her children mostelouinglie, as well 
ioren "■'^s^'^* ''s present, eapeciallie those that were present abonte 
her, offering tbera to God with prayer ; after she had 
touched them with her handes, one being at the one side of 33 
her bed, the other at the tother side, she spate these lust 
■wordes vnto God. ' To lliee Lord doe I dedicate tltejbral and 
last, which is also Hit tenthfruite of imj wombe : (Ais davgh/er 
Jiff-Bl begotten, is my Jirst/ruite, Utit sonne last home ia my 36 
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leiilh. To thee are hothe diis.for both are thy gift» : On this 

Jlrnt and last let thy holie blessing descend : ' and so ending 

her blessing, withaU she ended her life, hauiog before 

4 willed them to burie her iu their fathers Sepulcher : Which 

■when they had effected ntpording to her will, the tyme after 

tbey employed in clyniing higher towards perfeot wisedome, 

allwayes strugling with their former life to goo forward, 

8 and to ouercome precedent vortuous actions with better./ 

In the meane while the worthie Saint Basill was chosen 

Bishop of C-ESAEEA, when he consecrating his brother with 

his raysticall sacrifioes made him Priest ; And now againe 

12 did he aduance his course of life to grauer and holier 
exercises, ioyning fo his present dignitie the afcudie of diuino 
kniiwledgo and contemplation. The nynthe yeare after, 
B.isiLL that was renowned ouer the worlde died, leaning 

16 men, to goe to God ; whereat hia Contrie and Goda 
clinrche receyued greate occasion of griefe. But when 
Macbena had intelligence thereof, she could not hut 
be nioued in her hart at so greate a losee ; for how should 

20 not a sister feele that, which afflicted euen eneraiesi Not- 
withstanding as golde is fyned and tried by many f iii'naces, 
so that what escapeth the first may be discerned in the 
second, and what remayneth in those may whollie be 

24 purified in the third, and if passing all these it yield uo 
drosae it is euident proofe of fine golde ; so befell it in her, 
who being tried with diuerse calamities, as first with the 
death of our brother, secondlie with the losseof her mother, 

28 tliirdlie with the depaiture of her cheefe brother Basill 
the glorie of her house, and by none nay nor with all once 
daunted or yielding any base matter, she proued her self of 
excellent composition of mynde. 

32 After this some nyne monetlia or thereabouts there was a 
Councell of Bishops assembled at AntioC'ii, wherein I also 
was present, which being perfectlie fynished before the 
yeare ended, I Gbegobie had a gi-eate desire to go visite 
my sister ; for it was now a greate while that we had beene 
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hindered of tbe Bigbte of each other, I hauing {hy socdrie 
niipnip- troubles and tentationa which I endured by being by tbe 
i'lT ''uib" J'l'bacea of tbe An'inn heresie di'tuea out of iny contrie) 

beene letted from comming to her. For whole eighte i 
jeares was I in those inolestationR, so that this while I 
couhl not obtAyne her presence. When I had now trauailed 
a greato way towards her, and was within one dayes 
Dis via on. iourpiB of her, a vision which I saw in my eleepe, foreshewed 8 
all that came after to passe, concerning hei-. For methought 
I caried the reliqaes of martyrs in niy hands, whence 
_ a light issued, like vnto that which riseth of glasae 

^^^^_ sette against the sunne, wherewith my eyes were dymned. !2 

^^^^^h This eighte had I thrice the same nighte, yet could I not 

^^^^^H coniecture what it mighte signi&e. 1 was notwitlmtaQding 

^^^^^F verie careful! with my self to obserue if by the euent, I 

^^^^V mighte gather the signiiication. When I approched neere to 16 

^^^^^ the solitarie place whore she lodd her Angelicall and heauenlie 

^r Habnndber life, X asked of one of my acquaintance, whether my brother 

I wHb her It were there : be answered me that he had gone thence fonre 

I Bud bmWL dayes before to rneeto me, but taking an otlier way missed of 20 

I me./ Then I demanded howthisgreate virgin did; whosaying, 

I sicke : I made more haste the sooner to be with her : for my 

I mynde being terrified atthat newes.it somewhat foresigni£ed 

I what followed. When I came to the place, vpon the fame ot 24 

I Howthoiny my Comming, many were there attending me from places 

I Teiigioiig aboute, comming thither, as the fashion is, for honours sake 

I S"'h°'^* *" meete me : But at the cburche tbe Quire of virgins 

I modestlie expected my comming ; When I had made an end 28 

I Th? DiHiiopa of my prayer to God, and blessing of the companie, the 

I virgins bowing their heads at tbe blessing, modestlie 

I departed to their places all, none abyding with vs ; whence 

I gathered that tbeir head or captaine was not amongst 32 
them. Then a man going before and opening the dore I 
entered into the holie house, where that greate virgin was. 
H(Tii»r4bpd She was then vehementlie sicke, yet lay not in bed or coach, 
^diioke,'° but on the grounds, hauing a table or horde vnder her, with 36 
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a hayre or sackcloth vnder her on it. At her head she had 
an other bord for her pillow which receiuod her necko, and 
Tpheld her head verie handsomelie./ When she beheld mo 
4 at the doore, she raising hor self vp on her elbow, and 
putting her bodie forward what she was able, for reuerenco 
sake, did thus in steede of comming to meeto me ; which she 
was not able, hauing lost all her forces by the feiier. But 
8 I comroing to her, and taking her in my handes, lifted her 
vp, and restored her to her bed : Then lifting vp lier hands 
to God she Bayd ; ' I thanke theo my Lord God, that haat 
vouchsafed me this benefitt, and granted me my hattes desire, 

12 moiling this thy aeruant to come visite me thy handmayd.' 
And lesto she might afflict me, dissembling her griefe, and 
concealing her difiicultie of fetching breath, she enforced 
her self all she could to mirth, seeking occaeion of pleasant 

16 talke, and giuing ts occasion thereof by hor domandes. 
But when by inlarging of our speache, she had made 
mention of Basill, my hart was moued therewith, my i 
countenance changed, and teares ran from my eyes : She ,. 

20 noth withstanding was so far of from being deiected by my c 
perturbation and sorrow, that from the mentioning of 
Basill, she fonnde matter of hi ghe contemplation, disput- 
ing thereupon of the cause and nature of humane things, of 

24 Gods secret prouidence in sending aduersities, of the qualitie 
of the life to come ; whereof she discoursed with so diuine a 
spirite, that by her speeches my minde seemed to be in 
heauen, and transported out of my self : And as Job (as the 

28 scripture telleth) howbeit bis bodio was all defaced and 
broken with biles and botches, yet paino depriued him not 
of reasons action, but when he was afflicted in bodie, he was 
cheerful] in mynde, strong in spirit thoughe weake in bodie, 

32 not intermitting or staying his talke of sublime things for 
his bodies infirmitio, so mighte you beholde in this gi'eate 
woman. For allthoughe the ague had dried vp all her 
forces, and her bodie waxing colde hastened towards death, 

36 yet her mynde was so souude and free, that slie could 
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contemplata heauonlio things, in a manner withoutfl 
impediment: which I could easilie prone by setting you downe 
all her discourses of the soule of niiin, of mana life in this 
bodie, of the end why man was made, how he is mort.all, i 
and how immortall, and hovr he passeth hence to the next 
life : all which in the force of spirit she declared so wiselie 
and diatinctlie, with so fluent copie, and so readte speache, 
OR can hardlie be expressed : All thia I say, I could readilie 8 
manifest, were it not that I feared my speache would grow 
ouer tedious. / 

She hauing ended her talke ; ' It is time (sayth she) father 
that you goe rest awhile, and haue due care of your bodies 12 
needes, for you may well be werie of so long a iournie : ' 
For my part albeit I tooke greate contentment to see her 
and henre her talke of so weightie matters, yet bicause it 
seemed good to her, and that I might obey her as my 16 
mystresse in all points, hauing gotten in the next gardens, 
a pleasing lodging, I rested me ynder the shadow of the 
trees. But I could take no dolighte in any pleasant thiug, 
my mynde being troubled with the feare of sorrow at hand. 20 
For now the signification of my former vision, seemed to be 
expressed in these present things : for the spectacle proposed 
of MAcaiNA resembled to me the reliquea of a martyr, she 
in a manner like them being dead to sinne, and sbyuing 24 
with lighte throughe the grace of the holie Ghoste dwelling 
■within her. And thus had I before expounded my dreams 
to one that had heard of it. She I know not how, coniectur- 
ing my sorrowfuU cogitations, sent one to tell me more 28 
comfortable newes : willing me to be of good cheere and 
hope better of her, for that she felt her sicknes somewhat 
eased. She sayd so, not to deceiue vs, but sincerelie and 
trulie, albeit we were ignorant of her meaning. For 33 
indeede as one running in a race, hauing ouercome his 
aduersarie, and being presentlie to ariuo at the goale, and 
to reeeiue hia reward or victorious crowne, reioyceth and 
biddeth his friends aboute him to be merrie, as if he had '• 
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tis desire ; so she now expecting the reward of her heauenly b 
calling, and with the Apostle pronouncing those wordes <i 
of her self ; Now remayneth there for me a croKne of 
4 ivslice, which is layJ, vp for me, and which the iust iudge 
vnll restore vnto me, seeing that I haue fought a good comhale, 
J haue finished my course, and haiie kept mij failh : she I 
say being thus aSected, biddeth vs to be merrie, and to 
8 hope better things of her. At the good tidings then, I 
arose, and hasten to goe and enioye them in presence. 
But when we came to her, there being no time to talke and 
spend vainelie, she began to reoounte all things that had ^ 

12 befallen her, eucn frcm her cbildehoode, relating all things ^. 
so I'edilie as if she had rend them out of a booke, not ' 
omitting what she remembered of her parents life, and what 
chanced before, and after my birth. The scope of that 

16 speeche and narration was onelie to giue god tbankes for 
all. She toldo me that her parents life was not so greate 
and renowned for riches, as increased and aduanced by 
Gods bnuntie, whereas for Ohrlsts confession her fathers i 

20 parenta had heene much vexed, and persecuted, and her ? 
mothers gi'andfather had beene slayne by the Emperours, c 
and all Lis goods giuen away to others for gods cause ; P 
notwithstanding that it had so prospered by Chrisls faith, * 

24 that at that time none was more worshjpfull than they. 
And howbeit their Buhstoneewas diuided into manyparles, 
according to the number of their children, yet by Gods 
mercie, euerie one of their sounes chance was such, that they 

28 exceeded their parents welth : And for her self, that after Shogmesa 
ehe had made equall diuision to her brothei's, she left Kwij-bythe 
nothing to her self, but by the handes of Priests, bad ''ri™i«, and 
according (o Gods prescript giuen all away, and yet ™™^^" 

32 throughe gods help she liued so, that she ceiised not to th^E^ 
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after any man, in whose liberalitie sho reposed hopo of 

mayntenance. And as she had neuer reiected those that 

36 asked of her, so did she neuet looke that any should giue 
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lier ; teeing (is God of hia goodnes by Ill's seci-et powre, did 
so blesse her litle labours, that they like Geede did bring 
foith maniEolde increase. Dab when I did recounte my 
owne trauoiles which I had passed, of hanishment first 
for the faithe vnder Valess the Emperotir, then iny 
conSicts and tiweate endured in other troubles of the 
Churches ; she replied ; ' But see you be not ingratefull to 
Gods diuine benefitta : for if we esteeme it no small glorie 
to be borne of honest and honorable parents, and our father 
was of credit for his learning and law, amoogst Oittisena, 
and in iudgenients, yet bis fame went not beyond Pontus, 
his gloi'io conteyned it self within hia owne contrie, but thy 1 
glorie and fame stretcheth it self, vnto Citties, peoples, and 
Bundrie nations : Churches send to thee for heipe, tbey call 
thee to order and determyne their mittters ; and doe you not 
consider therein Gods blessing I nor acknowledge the cause 1 
of so greftte benefits^ Thy parents prayers haue adoanced 
thee to this highth ; thy owne desert litle or nothing 
ail ay ling to attayne thither.' 

Wben she did prosecute these things, I wished the day ! 
bad beene longer, that our earea might haue beene longer 
delighted with her sweete discourses ; but the voice of those 
that sang, called me away to Euensong. Wherefore when 
she had dismissed me to the Churche, tlie greate virgin did 5 
conuert her self to God by prayers, and so was the nighte 
spent: When day came by some signes I coniectured, that 
this would be her last day ; hut she to auert vs from such 
sad thoughtes, with other excellent speeches dooth imparte ^ 
vnto vs the litle remnant of force which she had, albeit she 
tooke her breath with difficultie. I beholding her in that 
plighte, felt diuerse affections, fearing that I should oeuer 
heare that voice of hers more, and that she the common f 
glorie of our sto eke would soone leaue this life; yet by 
i those things which I beheld in her, my mynde was as it 
were diuinelie inspired and comforted, she seeming to me to 
ouergoe the common nature of men. For at her last gasps ; 
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aHinoste, she seemed to feele no new pnng, nor to haue nny „ 
kiude of feare, but with a noble spii'it to estocme litle of w 
this life, and while she had breth, slill to tnlke and thinks « 
4 pE heauenlie things, more like vnto an Angell than a 
woman ; as if her spirit hud no coniunction with her 
mortaU bodie ; in Ko much tliat shewing no vnseemelie ges- 
ture nor any pertnrbatioD, her flesh haled her not to bodilie 
8 passions. Then me thought did she declare to the stnndera- " 
by, her pure and diuine loue to her heauenlie husband, 
which she harboured in her holie hart, manifesting her 
greate desire she had, speediHe to hasten vnto him; For 

12 whollie giuen to vertue, no delectable thing of this life, 
could call her eyes to beholde them. It did Iben draw 
neere sunne-sett, yet she remitted not her cheerefull roynde, 
but the neerer she did approche vnto her end, the cleerer 

16 did she dcRcrie the heautie of her heloued, and so much the 
more did she long to be with him ; not talking any more to 
Ts that were abonte her, hut to him, whome with fixed eyes, 
she did hebolde with her mynde : For her bed looked 1 

20 towards the Easte ; wherefore in prayer she spake to god, i 
and with her handes did she beseeche him, murmuring with 
low voice words which we yet mighte reasonablie well heare, 
speaking in this manner. 

24 ' Thou Lord {sayth she) hast taken from vs the feare <if 
death : Thou hast made that the end of this life should he the 
beginning qf true life : Thou doost deliver our bodies to sleeps 
for a time, and againe by the last Irumpeit, wUt raise tliem vp 

28 from sleepe : Thou eommittest to the earth this earihlie bodie 
whieli thy self hast framed, a/nd wilt require the same againe qf 
her ; and our mortalitie and d^ormitie, thou wilt deck with 
glorie and immortalitie. Thov. hast freed vgfrom curse and 

32 tinne, by becoming for our sake accursed, and reputed sinfvil. 
Thau, liaet crui/ied tJie dragons head, toko swallowed man into 
tin gvlfe of pride. T/iou breaking the gates of hell and 
weakening him t!iat had poiore to Idlle hast opened vs the gate 

36 to resurrection. Thou to tlie outrthrowing of our enemie, and i 
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for aafctie qf our lift, halt giuen a $tyne to those tliat /earn 
I l/tet, to iceete, the marks of tits holia Crosse. EtemaZl God to 
Vffiotne 1 was dedicated from iny moUiers teonibe, and wAome I 
haue toued with aU my forces, and to whatne I haue coneeeraletl 
my hodie and mindefrom my youth hetherto, tend me I beseeche 
t/tee thy Angell, who may conduct me, to the place of rest, into 
the boaome of ozir holie fathers : Thou that hast broken Hie 
Jlnning sioord:, and didst bestow Paradise on the theefe that 
teas eruc'Jied with t/iee, and didjlie vnto thy mercie; remember 
im also in thy kingdoms ; fur I am also crucified uilh tJte 
pearcing iltoroujhe myjlesh with tliyfeare, and dreading thy 
iudgements : let not that vast cliaos and gastlia depth sepaTOte II 
fas from thy elect. Let not the enuious aduersarie hinder my 
towrnie. Let not my simies, wlial I haue sUj>ped by fraillie 
in thoughts, words, or worke, be regarded of thy eyes, but 
pardon me whatsoeuer, thou that hast pomre to remitt sinnes, V 
that I may be comforted at tlie deposition of my bodie ; being 
founde in thy sight wit/tout ujmtt in my sovie, and appearing 
irreprehensible, my soule may be receiued at thy hands, as 
sxeete incense waste acceptable to thee.'/ Saying thua she 2 
signed her eyes, mouthe, dud harte, with the signe of the 
CroBSB, and not ablo to speake any more throughe extreme 
drynesse, by opening her lyppes and mouing her handea, wa 
perceiued that she did praye./ Euening came and lighte 3 
being broughte, she opening her eyes and looking towards the 
lighte, shewed her prompt mynde to euening-thankes giuing, 
but her voice fayling, with hart and handes she eatisfjed 
her good desire : And when prajera were doone, she putt 2 
her hand to lier face to ci'osse it, and fetching a greate 
sighe, ended her deuotion and life. She then neither 
breathing, nor once mouing, I remembering how that at our 
first meeting, she had willed, that my hands should ehutte f 
her eyes and mouth, I putt my hand trembling for griefe to 
her holie face,mope to satisfie her desire, than that she hadany 
ceede thereof ; for that as in ones naturall sleepe, her eyes 
were comelie close, her lips also ioyned, and her hands verie ; 
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secmelie clasped together on her brest ; yea all her hodie was- 
BO comelie composed, that it needed iio hand to order it. 
I waa doiiblie greeued, partlie at that spectacle layd 

■ before me, partlie at the pittifull lamentations of the 
virgins, which sounded on euerie side of me : Vntill now 
they had carried themselues courage ouslie, contoyning their 
inward griefe, close to themselues, and abstayning from 

( toaies, and this for reuerence of her lyuing, and vpon her 
example which they obserued, and fearin;; least she would 
reprooue them dooing otherwise, or might be molested with 
such behauiour. But when their mistresse was departed, g 

i ouercomo with Borrowe, they burst out into incredible 
weeping, so that my self wns scant my owne man, reason 
being putt from her purpoBO, and as one driuen and caried 
away by the violence of a strong brooke, it yielded to 

i passion and gaue it self i\hollie to lamenting. And iiist 
cause of such sorrow, did the virgins seeme to Laue, when 
not for humane respects of familiaiitie, comtorfe, good 
gouernement, and the like lost now, did they lament, but 

) they grieued as if they had beene now spoiled of part of 
their hope to God, and health of their soule?; for they 
wayling sayd. 'The liyht 0/ our eyes is putt oute, tJte torcJie J 
that shewed vs our loay in our ioumie is taken from vs ; tue 

I are here/i qf t/ie fiealpe ^ of our life, the pateme of pwritie, the [ 
chains of concorde, the piUer of tlie weake now /laue we lost: 1 
ThoTi guiding vb, night wan as good as day to vg ; but now 
day is turned into night ' : and they lamented moste, who 

i called her their mother and nurse ; who indeede were such 
who in the time of famine, lying in the wayea and pyning 
for want, she releeued, cherished and so inatnicted, that 
they chose to liue chaste ami make that profession with 

3 her self./ But after that I had recollected my self, and had 
cast myne eyes on her holie countenance, being in a manner 
reproued by her for that vnseemelie noise and tumultuoua 
demeauure, crying out with a loude voice I sayd ; ' Cast 

3 your eyes, virgin^, on this bodie, and call to mynde her 
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precefts, wherewith she taught yau all seemelie and honest 
behauiour : That diuine apirite iillowed vs one onelie time 
to weepe and shed teares, and that waa when we prayed; 
which now you may performs, changing ycur lamentation ' 
into Bingiog o( psalmes ' : This G{:ake I with as highe a 
voice as I coulde, to the end I might drowne the 
Bounde of the lamenters. Then did I exhort them to 
withdraw themselues into the next house, reteyning onelie i 
some few, which were those which she lining most vsed./ 
t Amongst which was one a moste noble woman, for 
riches, stocke, beauUe, and all other good partes verie 
worthie, and besides for yearea yong. She had beene IS 
marted to a moste honest gentleman, but liued with him a 
verio short time. Wherefore being freed from mariage, 
she chose greate JIacuina for the keeper and guider of her 
widdowhood, and with the virgins ahe much conuersed, to 1( 
the end ehe might learne of them, the perfect manner of 
lyuing vertuouslie ■ This womans name was Vestiana, her 
father was called Arasius, and waa one of the Senators of 
the highe Councell To this woman, I sayd : 'I tbinke 21 
none will now enme, if I adorne the dead bodie, and 
clothe her pure and immaculate flenh niLh more riche and 
comelie garments.' She answered, 'I thinke, you were best 
firBt of all to know what waa the will of the holie virgin 2 
touching this pointe : for we may not doo any thing 
contrarie to her lyking ; for what shall best please God, 
that will he moste pleasing to her.' There was an other, 
who was PreEect or cheefe one r the Quire of virgins; her 2 
name wbsLampadia; 'she (saith Vesteasa) vndouhtedhe 
knoweth Macbinah myode, touching the pomp of her 
funerall ' : I asking her opinion, for as it fortuned she was 
present at the consultation, she answered, but not witboute J 
teares, 'This holie virgin prepared herself an ornament, 
by lyuing chastelie and purelie, wherewith she mighte 
adorne both her life and her burioll; for touching her 
bodies garments and dressing, she recoiued none lyuing, : 
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nor reserued any for the vse of her funerall ; wherefore it 
we would, we Laue nothing, wherewith to decke her in this 
manner,' ' Haue you nothing (sayd I) lying in store, where- 
4 with her exequies may be sett forth 1 ' ' What talke you, 
Sfiyth she, of lying in store, what she had you haue all 
in your handea ; heholde her cloke, and the couer of her 
head, and an olile paire of shooes, this is all her riches, 
8 this her Lousholde stuffe : nothing beside that you see, ia 
there in chest or chamber. Her onelie Cell of her riches, 
was the heauenlie treasiu-e, there did she lay vp all ; 
nothing left she on earth.'/ ' But what (sayd I) if of such 

12 things 03 I haue, I produce somewhat to the adorning of 
her burjall, will she, trow you, thinke it \-naduised J' ' I 
thinke not (sayd Lampadia) ; for howheit, sayd she, in her 
life-time,^ she refused not what honour you did her, partlie 

16 for the dignitie of your priosthoode, which she euer 
honoured, and partlie for coniunction of blond you being 
her brother ; no more will she being dead, seeing dying bhe 
commanded her bodie to be buried by your hnndes.' 

20 It being then concluded that her sacred bodie should be 
seemelie trimmed, we diuiding the care betweene vb, I 
commanded one of my seruanta to bring a garment ; but 
Vestiaba decking her holie hed with her owne handes, as 

24 sbe putt her hand vnder her necke, ' beholde (sayth she 
looking on me), wliat a braue iowell the virgin hath hanging 
ftt her necke,' and losing the knott behynde, she shewed me 
Rn iron crosse, and a ring of iron h&nging at one string, 

28 which two she kept euer to her hart : TJien sayd I, ' thia 
treasure shall bo diuided betwixt vs : take you the Crosse, 
and my part shall be the ring ' ; for in the hroade and fiatt 
part thereof was a, Crosse grauen. She looking againe at 

32 the ring, sayd ; ' you were not deceiued in the choice ; for 
the ring is hollow, and in the brodo parte, tiiere is con- 
tayned a peece of the tree of life, which the Crosse gran^i 
without doth signiSe.' When time came that the chaste 

36 bodie was to be inuested, which by the grcate virgins eom- 
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macdement was to be donne by me, Vestiana being present, 
who Lad sbared with ine in that greate ioheritaDce, and 
assiating me to touch the holie bodie, said ; ' doe not preter- 
mitt to beholde a gveate wonder, wrought by this holie 
■woman,' and opening bare a litle of her hrest, ' see yon 
(aayd she) a litle Email signo somewhat blncke vnder her 
necke,' (it was like a pointe made with a small needle) and 
putting the candle neere to shew it me playne, I sayd, ' what 
strange thing ia it, to Laue such a small thing 1 ' ' ITiia ' 
Bayd she ' is the monument of goda diuine helpe, shewed to 
Macrina. For when on a time this part did swell vehe- 
nientlie, and there was perill least sbee should be forced to 1 
haue it cutte, or being incureable should spreade it self 
verie wide, her mother often requested her, that sho would 
permitt the phyaicions hand and arte, to yielde what he'pe 
he coulde, scoiog that God had bestowed that skill for ] 
mans health : But she iudjing it more gneuous, to lay open 
any parte of her bodie to mens eyes, than any infirmitie, 
at nighte after that she had serued her mother with her 
owne handes, ns her eitstome was, she goeth into the moste i 
hilie chappell, where prostrating her fielE in pi-ayer, she 
spendeth all tho nighte in beseeching God for helpe, and 
mingling her teares aboundantlie flowing, with the earth, 
this remedie did she applie to her disease. Her mother 5 
being much grieued for her, and still exhorting her to vse 
the physiciona helpe, she answered her tliat it would be 
sufficient medicine to cure her griefs, it she with her hand 
woulde on the place afflicted make Ihe holie signe of the J 
Crosse. When her mother had putt her hand into her 
bosome, to signe the soro parte, she made indede the Cros?e 
thereon, bat the disease was gone, and this onolie marke of 
that horrible swellingremaynod tohorend, that itmighte be, 3 
(as I coniecture) the token of gods helpe, whereby she might 
euer be moued, and putt in myode to giue him thankes.' / 

After that we had finished our worke, and had adorned 
the bodie with our domestical! etoro, the foresayd woman 3 
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sayd, that it waa not decent, that the bodie should be nor fimerali 
trimmed like a bride, in the sighte oE the virgins, ' but there 
is (aayth she) in my cusfcodie a, blacke clolce, o£ your mothers 
garments, which as I thinke may well be cast oner the 
other attire, to the end that her holie beautie be not 
beautified with the brauerie of strange attire'; Which 
opinion preuailing, the cloke was putt vpon the rest ; she 
notwithstanding in the blacke garment, did so shine, God I 
imagine giuing this grace to her bodie ahoue expectation, 
that as it was shewed me in my sleepe, verie beamea seemed 
to issue from her beautie,/ 

While these things were donne, and the place sounded 
with the singing and lamentation of the virgins, the fame 
hereof (I know not how) flying euerie way, all that dwelled 
nighe, flocked to the funerall in such ahoiindance, that the 
Courte could not contcyne them. "When therefore the whoienigM 
vigills all nighte had beene spent in singing psalmes (aa the prajingana 
manner ia in the feastes of Martyrs) and the breake of day nnd in the 
was come, so greate was the multitude of men and women imutjis. 
that came hither, that their weeping and wayliug inter- 
rupted the singing of pealmos. And albeit I was not a 
litle afflicted in mynde with others, yet did I eo prouida, 
thnt nothing what might be procured, was wanting in these 
esequies. Wherefore destributing the people that were 
assembled into companies, I ioyned the women with the 
Quire of virgins, and the men with the multitude of Mniiitnflo 
monekea, that so good order might be kept, each ioyning Ereaent. 
Beemelie with their order of singers. But when the day 
passed, and the place was too straight for the multitude, 
Bishop Abasids who was present with all his multitude of 
priests, and was Bishop of this region or prouince, rising vp 
commanded Ihat the Tabernacle should faireand scftlie goe 
before, then that all that had to attend and assist him, 
Bhnuld with their presence wayte on the bodie. These TwnBisfinim 
thinga being ao donne, I and bishop AaAXins carried the bmire with 
forepart of the beare, and two of the cheefe of the cleargie cieargiB, 

FEJIALE aAINTB. F 



210 



THE LIFE or ST MA0KIN4 Br 



carried the hinder part. Leisurelie went they before, nnd 

in like manner loieurelio did we follow: For whereas 

aboundant of people atoodo about the benre, who could not 

be filled with that admirable and aacred sighto, we cmuld 

with difficultie march on. On bothe sides did there a greate 

mnltitude of deacons, and other Churchmen go before, all 

Burning in order, enerie one bearing a burning taper or wax candle 

"" ™J^3" in his hand : which pompe wanted not a mysterie, when as 

uu budk.y iroia the beginning to the end Psalmea were song of three 

orders of singers with one voice, like as the song of the 

three Children ; and whereas betweene the monasterie and 

Bhe undhor the durche of the martyrs (where her parents bodies lay) 

IniriBiintiiu there was seauen or eight furlongs (which is aboute a mile) 

uniDftrty™. we spent allmoste all the day in going thither: for the 

concourse of people etill augmenting, euer hindered va from 

going forward. When we came within the dorea of the 

Temple, settiEg downe the heare we began to pray : which 

prayer gaue to the people matter of lamentation. For the 

singers being made silent, when they had beheld the aacred 

face of the virgin, and the toombe of her parents was 

opened, into the which we determyned to putt her, one 

virgin crying oute sodainelie, that after that houre, they 

should neuer beholde egaine that diuine head, and the rest 

of the virgins following with the same outcrie, the holie 

song of the Psalmes, was concluded, with this confused ciie 

of lamentation. For the harts of all were wounded with 

the virgins crie and weeping, in so much as we commanding 

Vanaii silence, and one beginning the vauall prayers of the Ohurche, 

hitChiirciie. jet hardlie could the people compose and frame them seines 

to praye. 

After we had ended our prayers, I began to be afeard 
remembering that precept of the laws, where we are for- 
bidden to roneale the turpitude of our father or mother. 
' And how (aayd I to my self) shall I anoide this iudgement, 
if I shall beholde in my parents bodies, the common 
turpitude of mans natnre ; whereas by all likelyhood. 
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their bodies being corrupted are brought to lothsome 
deformitie ' : My f eare in this cogitation was aug- 
mented, by calling to mynde how Noe was offended, 
4 with a Sonne of his sinning in this kynde. Before 
therefore the bodies were opened to our sight, they were 
couered ouer with a clone linnen clothe. For as the 
toombe was opened, forthwith was the cloth cast ouer them : 
8 Which donne, I and the Bishop of that region Abaxius, 
taking the holie bodie from the beare, layd it by her 
parents : wherein I fullfiUed both the daughter and mothers 
desire. For they lyuing besought God euermore, that 

12 d^ing they might in bodie be ioyned, as in their life they 

had neuer beene separated. After we had performed all ^o^JI^'Jhe 
that belonged to this f unerall, and I was to departe, pro- J^SeSi So 
strating my self at the toombe I kissed the dust, and so de- ^^^^ 

16 parted, sorrowfull and weeping, thinking with my self, 
what a benefitt we had lost. / 

As I traoailed in that iournie backe, an honorable man 
of Augusta a cittie of Fontus, and Chiefetayne of the 

20 Armie there, hauing had intelligence of this dolefuU 
chance, and grieuing himself thereat, accompanied with 
his subiects, went out curteouslie to meete me : He was 
allied to me both in friendship and bloud, and related vnto 

24 me a miracle wroughte by her, which hauing sett downe I An other 
will make an end of this historic. ' Consider I pray you 
(sayth he) how greate a commoditie of ours hath left this 
life. My wife and I had once a greate desire, to goe see 

28 that Oolledge or schoole of vertue ; for so iudge I, that 
place is to be called, where that blessed soule did dwell. 
With vs was a litle daughter of ours, whose eye throughe 
a pestilent disease, was made verie deformed; a skynne 

32 being growne ouer the sight, and the white of the eye 

shrunk vp, so that it was an ouglie spectacle to looke at. 

We being entered into that diuine house, so was my wife 

and I parted in this place of religious women students of 

36 wisedome, that I went into that part where men dwelt, the Mark dis- 

p 2 
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Ruler of whome was your brother Petee ; my wife entered 
•■ in where the virgins dwelt together with holie Macrina : 
Wehauing stayed there a prettie while, we thought it time 
to depart, and as we weare going away, oa both sides, were 
we held perforce. Your brother Peter commanded me to 
Btftye and to take part of a Students dinner : Blessed 
Macbiha or the other side, would not lett my wife goe, but 
taking our daughter in her armes, tolde her, that she would 
not restore it,i before dinner was readie, and that she had 
tasted of philosophers or religious womeos riches. She 
kissing the girle, and putting her mouth to the childea 
eyes, where her griefe was, she sayd ; ' If you will lett her H 
remayne with v8, 1 will requite this honour the best I can,' 
' How (I pray) ' saith the wenches mother. 'I Lane {sayth 
greate Macbina) a medicine which will cure her eye;' 
"Which promise when one of the virgins had tolde me, we II 
yielded verie willinglie to staye, albeit some vrgent 
busines called vs away. / When the feaate that Peter of 
his fauouv and kyndenes bad prepared for me was ended, 
and my wife had beene cheered of holie Macbina, with all 
conuenient miith, full of ioy and gladnea we went our 
way. / As we were in our ioumie, we related to each other, 
what we had eeene or heard, I amongst the men, and she 
amongst the virgins, omitting no litle thing that we conld 
remember : When she had orderlie tolde all that past, and 
came to mention the promise that Macbina made to cure 
the childes eye ; there breaking of ; ' But what ment wa 
(sayth she) that did not accept of her offer, and require 
the oyutmoat and medicine which she profered vs ! ' I also 
blaming her for that negligence, and commanding one 
to hasten backs and to request ber profered salue, the 
infant withall that was in her nurses armes, looked at her 
mother; the mother thereat looking also vpon her, sayd to 
her. ' Be not angrie with vs for our negligence, for beholde 
Bhe hath trulie payd what she promised ; by her prayers 
purchasing for vs the true mediciae of all diseases, which 
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was of Euch force, that no aigne of any hurt remayneth in 
thine eye, it being perfecthe healed by that diuine salue :' 
And saying so she tooke the girle and gaue her into my 

4 handes. Then I calling to rememberance the incredihle 
miracles, which ate related in the gospell : ' What meruaile 
is it (sayd I) if blinde men receyned their sights at the 
hands of god, when as his handmaide by her faith in him, 

5 dooth doe the same cures ; for this worke which we beholdo, 
fs litle inferiour to those miracles." While he tolde me 
these things sobs interrupted bis talke, and teares in 
aboimdance followed after. / 

12 I haue heard many moe things related vnto me by them 
who lyued with her, and had perfect knowledge of all her 
life, but I iudge it not best to adioyne them to this 
historie ; for many will beleeue no more than themselues 

16 can doe; what things excecde the power of the hearer, 
they suspect them as far wide from truthe, and coyned by 
liers. / Wherefore I pretermitt that admirable tillage and 
crop in the time of penurie and famine : how come 

20 bestowed on the vse of the poore, neither diminisbed when 
it was in destributing, nor afterward, but remayned full 
the same measure and number. Many others far mora 
admirable than these doe I passe vntouched, as well curings 

24 of diseases, as expulsions of diuells, aud true predictions 
of things to come ; which all were founde moste true of 
those that made diligent triall of them; howbeit they 
seeme incredible and are iudged impossible of those who 

28 are carnall and iudge according to the flesh, who aro 
ignorant how the distribution of such gifts and graces is 
made according to the proportion of faith, and that small 
things are bestowed on them that haue litle faith, and greate 

32 things to those that haue greate faith. Wherefore leste 
such as are weake to heleeue diuine gifts, may be offended, 
I lett goe in silence her greater and more sublime miracles, 
thinking it enoughe to end her historie, with that which 

36 hath becne sayd.'/ 




AN ADMIRADLE 



0/ the acts <•/ li&r Grartd/athert : and an adiairahle miracU 
qf then. 

iSfCatl^C mention is made in ST MIachinas life how 
her greftte grandfathers suffered much for Christ, I thought 
it would be both pleasant and to the purpose to add out of 
S^ Gkboobie Nakianzene somewhat thereof, with an ad- 
mirable miracle wrought by god for their temporall 
comfort*, that we may see his rare prouidenee and be- 
nignitte he vseth to his patient louers. / 

He speaking in the life of greate Basill^ of the seuere 
persecution raised by Maximiands Galesius Emperour, and 
how many in Pontus by their Chi-istiao valour ouercame I 
that crueltie sayth. ' This tyrant did many of our valorous 
souldiora ouercome, some fighting vnto death, gome almoste 
to death, yet hued that they might continue after their 
victorie, and be to others, esamplea of true vertuea being 16 
lyue mnrtjrs, and might be as quicke pUlers and silent 
criers of faith and fortitude to their fellow Christiana. Of 
this sort were the greato grandfathers of Basill by tie 
fathers side ; who hauing before walked throughe all kynde 
of pietie and holines, by this tempest gaue this complement 
or consummation to their former life. For they being so 
resolued in mynde, willinglie to suffer whatsoeuer, that 
they might be crowned of Christ in hiB kingdome ; notwith- 24 
standing they knowing withall that not fighters onelie are 
to be crowned, but such as fighte lawfuUie : and the law of 
a martyr is, that neither we cast our selues into danger, nor 
yet giue euill example of dastardie, to the persecuter or 28 
weake brethren, but when wo be brought into danger, and 
vrged to figbto, wo flie not the combate ; for that the first 
is a token of a rttshe and precipitate spirite, the second 
of a foarfull, and sluggishe mynde ; in this pointe there- Zi] 
fore they determyne to obey the law giner, and marke [ 
' Or. fun. m laudam Basilji, Cap, E ; in Migna, Ser. Or. t. 38, p. 4S8. 
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pray you what counsell they tooke, or rather whether^ r 
Gods diuiue prouidence, which gouemed all their counsells, 
leacld them. / 
4 They with a few companione ncd some seruaats to 
drease their meate fledd into a certayn woode in the 
mountaynea of Pontus, where there are Bondria woods 
wide and thicke. Some will admire the time which they 
8 liued there ; which waB almoste seuen yeares : some rather 
will meruaile how those tender and well-hred bodies, could 
endure that hard, sharpe and vnwonted manner of life, 
which it eeemeth they leadd, lyiiing vnder the open 

1 2 heauens, in colde and heate, in the rajne and like wether ; 
e^^peciallie as some may thinke, being in this desert 
whollie bereft of the companie of men, who in former 
times were wonte to baue many waytera and attenders 

16 following them. Eat I will tell you a thing farre more 
strange and admii'able, which let none discredit vnlesse 
pernicioualie and perillousUe he iudge it a lighte matter 
acd not worthie of greate commendation to suffer perse- 

20 cutions and to vndergoe perills for Christa name. These 
notable men one day wished for some more sauerie meates, 
than long time they had tasted : for being worno and 
wasted with that long hardnes, they began to feele somo 

24 sacietie of their ordiiiarie simple sustenance : yet did they 
not like those murmuring Israelites in the desert, who 
wished to be in Egypt againe, amongst their fleshpots, 
and other commodities there abounding, not remembering 

25 their heauie labours in clay and mire, but vsing wordea 
sauoring of more holines and greater faith, sayd : ' W7iy 
can not that God of miracles, who fedd his people wandering 
in the desert so hount'/vllie, not ondie raijning bred upon 

32 (Afflra, hiU birds also, not /eedin;/ them w»'(A necessariet 
onelie, but with delicates, who diuided tfie Sea, stayed the 
svnne, stopped lite Jloud Jordan for a while, and did 
atmdrie other tnemailous ienejiis for his seruants (which 

36 histories they then repeated, as ones mynde in such cat^ea 
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will easilie recorde), why I tay can not he also thU day /eetle 
V8 fill iouldiora v>ith more dayntU ealea I So vutny wilde 
betMtM are there in this woode, viJiich kaus escaped ric/i 
mens tahlu, whereof tometime vie haue beene partalxr : and 
to manie aorte of KhoUorm foiiU jlie ouer ow heads, of all 
which there it nothing, hut can easilie he tahen, if it tliaU 
please their Lorde.' They speakiag thus, their wordea 
caught them dayntios, and a new banquet came to them 
without paynes ; for eodainlie came harts to them greate 
and fatto, yielding themseluea to be takenj and killed by 
them, aa if they had beene sorie that they were not called 
Eooner: The good men tooke them by the heads ^; they 12 
followed withouto dcawicg, withoute dryuing ; there needed 
no horses to chace them, no houndes to take them, no men 
to intercept their wayes, as the lawea of hunting require ; 
they being taken onelie by prayers, ajid held by iust mens 16 
petitions, 

"Who ener in our dayes, or in any former tyme heard of 
such hunting and such taking of deere 1 admirable 
worke, they were their owne earners^; what they pleased 20 
they held, what they let goe they reserued for an other 
feiiste. Simple and estemporie cookes, made themselues 
a supper of some varietie, yet temperate : the guestes were 
grateful], and not vnmyndefuH of the benefitt. This 21 
admirable worke was a preparatiue to them of better 
hopes : By which also they were made more cheerefull to 
the combate in hande.'/ 

Thua there. 
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^H ^H 


^^M By ^^H 


^^K Aadan, King of Scots, 65/2;. 


Helena casting one of the ^^H 


^^^KiAbiect, 74/10, subject. 


naila of the Cross of Christ ^^^H 


^^^KAboimd in his sense, ID/zi, 


^^^H 


^^^^B follow bia inclination. 


Aduertised, 6O/2, informed, ^^H 




made acquainted wilh. ^^^H 
Adulplie, King, Sl/i.and father 1 
of the second St Edburge. 


^^^^1 


^^^^BAboundant, 2IO/3, abunds,nce. 


^^^K-AboimdautUe, 79/6, abun- 


^gipf^ 22/28, 78/27, Egypt. J 


^^^■^ dantlj. 


Afeard, IO7/14, afniid. 1 


Abrode, 57/12, 109/6, abroad, 


Afflictions, 63/21, tortnres. ^^H 


at large. 


Agatha, mother of St Mar- ^^H 


AbstMcted, 115/7, absent- 


gai^t, 109/6. ^^1 


minded. 


Agnes, St., memoir of, 143 et ^^H 


Acca, Biehop, 56/26. 


eeq. ^^H 


Aocompliah, 48/19, perform. 


Agreeable, I84/32, according. ^^^H 


Acconnte, I6/34, tbint, imagine, 


Ailsbnrie, the church at, where ^^^H 


reckon up. 


St. Ositha was buried, 98. ^^M 


1 Aclitenis, a follower of St 
1 OBwen, 100/22. 


Ake, 25/34, ache. ^^M 


Alanus, father of Cradok, ^^^H 


Actes, 76/6, doings, acbieye- 


S9/35- ^^M 




Alapion, the village of, 114/28. ^^H 


Adainnanus, a monk, C6/2a 


Alexander, brother of St. Mech- ^^M 


Addicted, 109/23, given to. 


tUde, 113/29. ^^H 


Adeodatns, son of St Augus- 


Alfin, son of Glnnelach, 93/14. ^^H 


tine, 139/9. 


Alfi^de, King of the West ^^M 


Adioyne, 213/14, subjoin, at- 


Saxons, 105/2. ^^H 


Alfride, King of KorthunibeT- ^^H 


Adioyned, 79/20, united. 


land, husband of St Cuth- ^^H 


Admirable, 35/33, worthy of 


bnrge, 77/l3. ^^M 


admiration. 


Alftrude, Queen, IO7/33. ^^H 


Admiration, 33/7, aatoniaii- 


Algar, Prince, 8I/32. ^^H 


ment 


Alien, I7I/19, foreigner. ^^^H 


Adored, 22/25, P^d adomlion. 


AU, 37/31, any. ^H 


, as a religious exercise. 


Allowing, 66/4, paying. ^^^H 


^^^ Adriflticke(Adriatic)Sea,33/30, 


AUreadie, 9/22, 142/17, already. ^^H 


^^^^ ita turbulence quelled by 


Alnothc, the anchoret, 60/ J 4. ^^H 
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Aloft, 74.'S. lofty, li'gli, miglitj-, 
powerful. 

Afnred, bod of Ethel wold, 
94/13. 

Alypiana, a daughter of St. 
GHTgonia, IS8/33. 

Amnzeo, 27/31, dismayed. 

Amlirose, 8L, 130/34 i 1"= ^^ 
of St. Agnes, 143 et teq. 

Amended, 25/as, corrected, re- 
proved; 107/131 made good. 

An other bodies, 24/7, some- 
body else's. 

Anachoreticall, 2I/21, living as 
anchorets j 73/31, like an on- 

Anclioret^ tliera were women, 

as well ax men, 21/i6. 
Andresia, the iaie of, 96/i6, 
Angles and Saxons^ 37/5, hired 

to aastat the British against 

the Picte and Scots. 
Anna, King of the East Angles, 

54/14, 67/6. 
Anna the Prophetess, 28, 29. 
Antioch, the Councilat, 137/33. 
Antonie, St. {St. Anthony), 

21/29. 
Antwerp, 44/26 et »e.q. 
Any, XII/13, any persons. 
Aples, 41/22, npplfis. 
Apostolike chftier, 20/24, the 

Pontificate. 
Apparrell, 35/3, clothing. 
Appcrtoynetli, 1 9/29, apper- 

Applied, 25/12, performed. 
Apprehended, I27/32, taken. 
AraiinB, father of Vestiana, 

2O6/19. 
Arbiterment, 123/II, arbitra- 

Arius, l73/g, the heresy of. 
Arme, c, I8/25, mark, sign (in 
the heraldic sense of bearing 

Armiea of monks, 22/2S, mon- 
asteries, companies of monks. 

Armorioa, 86/33, ^^e old name 
of Brittany. 

Amulphe, the Emperor, 64/i8. 

Arrian heresy, 133/35, 

Arsenij , 23/29, o religious order. 



Aacention, 34 

Aser, the tribe of, 28/19. 

AsbwednBday, 110/3^ 

Wednesday. 
Aspasius, the viceregent, 150/3fl.* 
Assigned, II9/30, appointed, 

ordered. 
Asaumpted, 169/ 5, ascended, 

was borne aloft to heaven. 
Assured, 67/1?, true. 
Astonied, I6O/31, astonished. 
Aswaged, I4O/33, assoaged. 
At, eO/33, by. 
Athanasiua, St., Bishop of Alex- , 

andria, 21. 
Atheo, cousin of St. Modwen, 

02/8. 
Attayning, 53/l7, obtaiiiin^.a 



Audrie, the Abbess of Eh 

55/6. 
Audrie, 67/6, another form 

Ethcldred. 
Augmenting, 210/ r 5, increasing. 
Augustine^ St., his men""" "' 

St. Monica, 116 it teq. 
Auncestors, 132/36, ancestors. 
Aurelian, the Emperor, 30/io. 
Austeritie, 95/35, severity. 
Awfull, 13/3, f>Jl of awe, o 

Aydan, Bishop, 66/9. 
Ajer, 9/31, air. 



of 



Bacurius, King of Iberia, ■ 
186/33. ' 

Bad, 67/25, liade. 

Badd, 63/32, wicked. 

Bana, brother of St. Inthware, I 
8O/5. 

Band, 127/35, bondage. 

Bandes, 157/i, bonds, union. 

Bankett, S7/19, banq^uet. 

Barbancius, a follower of St 
Maxentia, 99. 

Barbarian, by nation, 3O/25, 
belonging to a race of bar- 
barians. 

Bare, 123/13, bore. 

Barking, the Abbey or Monas- 
tery at, B2/31, 75/27 ! known 
es the treasury of BBtat^ 
76/26. 
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Best, 48/30, chief, moat notable. 


Barlie bredd, 80/28, brcnd mnae 


of barley, & coaree eort of 


noble, or wealthy. 


bread. 


Bestower, 74/s, renderer. 


Bame, 16 2/ 1 4, storehouse. 


Bestowing, 17T/33, giving. 


Barooiua, tbe memoir of St 


Bethleem, 22/35, Bethlehem. 


Heleim taken from, 30. 


Better, «., 155/ii, improve, in- ' 


Bsrre, 183/15, conrts of law. 




Burred, 25/20, shut out from. 


Beuno, a holy man, 88/29. 


Boae, 30j2^ of low estraetion. 


Bewaring, 119/iS, taking pre- 


not of gentle birth. 


caution. 


Baeelie, 36/24, l^iisely, in a poor 


Bewniying, I2O/3!, betraying, 

making known. 
Bibbing, 131/6, imbibing, winc- 


Baaenee, 158/2, ignobleneag. 


BftsiU the Great, St., Hb 


bibbiiig. 


memoir of the holy Julitta, 


Bicause, a/i, because. 


laiefgeg. ; I92/31. 
Banlme, 39/20, bidm. 


BileB, 199/29, boiU (disease). 


Bite, 25/23, iKJii™- 


Beadd, 44/1, bed. 


Elacke Crosse of Sootknd, 


Beare, IO8/22, bier. 


112/36. 


Beare, 119/6, carry. 


Blaeke or Mew badge, I2I/22, 
black eye, caused by vio- 


Beannaise (Beaavais, in France), 


whither St. Maxentia aeclud- 


lence. 


ed hei^elf, 99. 


Blockishaea, 126/6, stupidity. 
Blj-ndnes, 32/5, blindneeB, evil 
belief; 136/12, foolishness, 


Bede,the Venerable, 11/;, hi3 


testimony to the social in- 




stupidity. '' 


I and Ireland. 


Boethius,113/ir. 


Beere, 130/6, bier. 


Bolde, 95/27, emboldened, made 


Before, 167/1 1, until. 

Bega, the firet nan in North- 


bold. 


Bonifaoiu^ an English monk. 


nmberfand, 66/12. 




Beheald, 81/12, bclield, took 


Bosa, Bishop, 66/26. 


notice of. 


Botthea, 199/30, blotches, boilfl 


Belke, 122/23, bekh. 


on the body. 
Bote, 94/22, boat. 


Belliu pleasiirea, 162/j8, gial- 


tony. 


Bouncing, 63/34, beafiu^, 


Belyed, 8/24, be called bars. 


knocking about. 


Bendie, U6/s, judicial chair. 
Bene, I22/3, been. 


Bounde, 154/31, end. 


Bowed, I83/19, bowed down, 


Benefit, 69/8, tbe grant of a, 


Bowells,3l/is, /<ere used in a 


piece of land. 


Eeneett, 17/23, proSti Sll/i?, 


forced manner for issue. 


benefactor. 


children. 


Beni^tie, 9/ii, goodness. 


Brable, 12I/i!, quarrel, strife, 


Berking, the monastery of, 


contention. 


107/18. 


Braghane, 39/ii, a king of the 


[ Berta, queen, mother of St. 
Edburge, 49/13. 


Britons, and father of St. 


Keyna. 




Brake, 48/6, broke. 
Branch, 8O/21, child. 


asking. 


Beseemeth, I6/34, I6I/16, be- 


Braue, 35/i2, good, fine, rich, 


cometh. 


handsome; 142/31, goodly, 


Besett, 153/8, be^potted. 

* 


costly. 
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Erftueii, 23/27, ailomeil, nwwJa 
brave (to aliow a line np- 
peamuce). 

Brauerie, 16/ 35, goodly ap- 
pearance ; 28/14, t'Q^ clothes 
and personal ornamenU. 

Braille, v., 26/6, brawl. 

Brauling, 61/ig, brawling, tur- 

Bread of heanen, 44/i8, the 

Holy SacTament. 
Breake, I62/33, anbdtie. 
Btechnoch, 39/i2, Brecknoct- 

Brodd, 3/14, bred, bTon"ht up. 
Breguswide, mother of Hilda, 

Ler viBion, 56/30. 
Breuna, 91/ii, the British 

name of St Wenefride. 
Biiareufl, 171/24, 
Brickie, 160/34, brittle. 
Bridle, 119/24, real rain. 
Brieflie, I8/32, shortly. 
Briga, the monastery of, 54/21. 
Brigide, St, memoir of, 40 et 

$eq.; 92/i5. 
Bring forth, II8/26, narrate, 

set out 
Britannie, SO/q, England. 
Brillmote, Abbot, 79/23. 
Brithwine, mother of St. 

Elllede, 101. 
Britle, 105/30, fragile. 
Brittanie (Britfaay), the foun- 
dation of, 37/1, 
Broken, I9/i, hurt, wounded, 

dama^d. 
Broone, Bishop, 41/3;, anJQstly 

accused. 
Broaech, 4O/23, the mother of 

St, Brigide. 
Builded, 64/i, huilt. 
Bulke, 189/8, size. 
Bimchca, 3/8, humps on tlie 

bocks of camela. 
BuideuouH, 193/9, burdensome. 
Buttrie, II9/22, butlery. 
By grew, 99/ii, did grow. 

Cabbine, 148/22, room. 
Cadoke, St., 39/i6. 
Ciesariufl, brother of St. Gor- 
gonia, 170/i3. 



astery at, ^-| 



Cale, SG/7, Calais. 

Caliuii, the Abbey of, 63/6, 

Calumniating, IO2/23, traduc- ] 

ing. 
Canooh, St, 39/14. 
Canutej Kin", 109/6. 
Capicitie, 86/4, capacity, means 

of conjecture. 
Carefull, 84/24, dutifuL 
Carnall, 63/14, in the flesh. 
Camallie, 180/34, fleshly. 
Carpe, 2O/27, reviloj blame, 

Caatre, the 

72/3. 

Gates, 2I6/2, cakes, food. 
Cathecumene, 152/6, catechu- 

Catherin, St, 82/22. 

Cecilia, St, 82/z2. | 

Cedmon, the poet, short notice 

of, 57/14 «(Mg. I 

Celliacline, the montisteiy at, 

95/19. 
Cerdike, King of the Britons, 

56/32. 
Certifying, 64/2, informing, I 

cauaing to be made known. 
Cesars, 32/ia, lords, emperors. 
Charges, 45^8, reckonings bills. ] 
Charles, Kmg of France, lOO/o. ' 
Chastifled, 121/14, chastened 

made chaste. 
Chaynes, I3/19, jewels and 1 

omamenta for the person. [ 
Cliehee and Senane, Stj 91/y3. ] 
Glieuin, Bishop, 93/ 18. 
Cliiohe, the place where 1 — , 

the monastery of St Oaitht^ ] 

98. i 

Choler, 44/4, 94/i, K^e, anger. U 
ClioUericke, 25/26, fiill ""^ 

temper. 
Choman, wife of ITongthee, 

92/2. 
Christian mynde, 74/6, know- 
ledge of Christ 
Christine, aunt of St Marearet, J 

109/20. I 

ChiTsaphins, the follower oE I 

Nancratius, 193/27. 
Cilice, I86/20, haircloth. 
, CiniTiid, the phyaician, 69/ii 
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Cistertian, 113/ 26, Cister- 

Cittie, 27/36, city, town, 

country. 
Cittisena, 32/34, citizens. 
Clappe, 6/4, instant, puff of 

Clare, the manor tf, bestoived 
upon Eomsey Abbey, 101. 

Claritie, 38/i6, 76/30, olearnees, 
piirity, 

Cleargie, 47/23, clergy, cliureh- 

Cloa tiling, 25/14, dotting, 

Clnke, 90/32, cloak. 

Cloying, 20/3, annoyance, 



Clymbe, IO5/5, climb. 
Clyming, 197/6, climbing. 
Coelns, a BritiBli Prince, father 

of St. Helena, 30/i2. 
CofeTH, 103/16, coffers, treaaure 

Cc^tation, 142/19, thought. 

Coaitationa, I8/27, inward 
Uiouehts, soul communings 
(in the religious Benae of 
abnegation of self and devo- 
tion to the AlmiRhtj). 

Cohabitation, 6li/29, dwelling 
together under one roof. 

Oolde, 134/4, iio'- haTing yet 
been made warm. 

Coldingham, 60/29. 

Colen Agrippina, 38/9, St. 
Ursola arrives at. 

Coleis, 183/10, coals, fire. 

Collecled, 1 8/33, collated, 
finmmarized, 

Colledge, 38/34, convent- 
Colour, 47/36, pretence, dis- 

Colude,' Mimnt, 65/28. 

Coma runne, 137/28, came 
running. 

ComlinesBe, 38/13, Comelynee, 
155/17, comeliness, hand- 
some personal appearance. 

CommodiouE, I89/23, advan- 
tageous. 



Commoditie, 138/31, eseel- 
lence ; 186/9, advantage. 

Common, v., I36/i2, commnne. 

Common sort, 35/14, common 
people, lower orders. 

Communication, 13J/Z7, the 
Holy Sacrament, 

Compimie keeping, 6I/33, con- 
sorting -witli, having con- 
Compassing, 91/6, surrounding. 

Compose, v., 30/ 10, settle, 
arrange, put in order; 210/29, 

Composed, 109/32, calm, 

Conagall, Eiug of Scotland, 
95/31. 

Conanus, 36/32, (he founder of 
the kingdom of Brittany. 

Concourse, 5I/32, company. 

Concurring, llO/io, working. 

Confirme, 145/i6, make firm. 

Congealing, I06/19, freezing. 

Coniojned, 79/31, united, 

Coniunotion, 203/5, union. 

Conserue, 15/8, llS/st, pre- 
serve, maintain, keep. 

Conserned, 3/4, 67/14, oon- 
served, preserved, put on 

Considerate, I6I/13, to the 

point, apt. 
Cousociate, I32/14, asaociate. 
Consociation, I32/35, company, 

association. 
Constantia, queen, 153/6. 
Constantine the Great, 30 et 

seq.; 153/6. 
Coustantius dorua, the father 

of Constantine the Great, 

30/8. 
Contemne, 69/2, eschew ; 

147/2?, ignore. 
Contemned, I7/15, ignored, put 

Contejne, 111/8, confine. 
Conteyned, I63/24, contained. 
Conteyning, 174/13, confining, 

hiding ; 205/6, restraining. 
Contracted, 86/12, druttn 

up. 
Contrarie, 5O/23, wicked. 
Contrie, 54/5, country. 
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Contrie monie, 45/9, the money 
of their own country. 

Contrie soile, 88/30, native 
land. 

Contumelie, 145/2, contempt 

Conuersed, 40/4, dwelt. 

Conuert, 202/2 5, devote. 

ConuertinjT, 77/25, subjecting. 

Copie, 200/7, reproduction. 

Corf, the river, 62/8. 

Corporall, 14/io, 9I/30, bodily. 

Corporall natiuitie, 74/7, 
natural, bodily birth. 

Corrupt, 33/25, become cor- 
rupt, or decay away. 

Corse, 139/36, corpse, dead 
body. 

Corses, 123/ 18, bodies. 

Couent, 91/27, convent. 

Counsaile, 5/22, 72/25, counsel. 

Counteriett, 8I/20, counterfeit, 
feigned. 

Countie, IO2/23, count, a title 
of honour. 

Coupled, 109/16, joined. 

Coyne, 45/ 10, coin, money, 

Coyned, 213/ 1 7, coined, counter- 
feited. 

Cradok, son of Alanus, 89/35. 

Craue, 161/ 11, seek. 

Credible, 113/ 18, trustworthy, 
truthfuL 

Criers, 214/17, heralds. 

Crispus, the eldest son of 
Constantine the Great, 3I/15. 

Cross, the story of the miracu- 
lous discovery of the, 32 et 
seq. 

Cunninglie, 67/27, cleveriy, 
sweetly. 

Curing, 96/27, healing ; I72/27, 
remedying. 

Curiouslie, 22/34, out of curi- 
osity. 

Cuthbert, St., 66/8. 

Cuthburge, St., memoir of, 77 
et seq, 

Cyprian, St., his remarks on 
the dignity of virginity, 11 
et seq, ; I27/9. 

Dastardie, 21 4/27, cowardli- 
ness. 



Dauid, St., 39/17, Bishop of 
Menevia. 

Dauid, son of St. Margaret, 
113/10. 

Daunted, 182/ 15, discouraged. 

Dealt, 106/ 1, prevailed. 

Decked, I6I/27, decorated. 

Deepe, I8O/20, great. 

Defalte, 37/26, nonpayment 

Defiling, 22/17, deflowering. 

Defyning, 1 74/30, affirming, 
declarmg. 

Delected, 65/4, dejected, over- 
come with grief. 

Deiecteth, 4/5, curbeth, keepeth 
under control. 

Delectable, II8/12, choice. 

Delicates, 21 5/33, delicacies. 

Deliuered, 49/8, rendered free 
from; 77/21, surrendered, 
given over (as a wife). 

Delphins, 35/21, dolphins, 
monsters of the sea. 

Demanded, 184/2, questioned. 

Demanding, 1 37/30, inquiry. 

Demeanure, 18/ 13, demeanour, 
behaviour ; 6I/17, manner of 
living. 

Demetrias, St. Jerome's epistle 
to, 18 et seq, 

Demisd, 141/3, relieved. 

Denise, St., the vision to St. 
Dunstan when consecrating 
the church built in honour 
of, by St. Edith, 103. 

Denne, 34/7, den, cave (the 
place of our Lord's birth). 

Departure, 69/ 12, death. 

Derham, the monastery at, 
79/8. 

Deriued, I7O/31, transmitted. 

Descried, II5/27, discovered. 

Desired, 167/3 1, sought after. 

Desired to wife, 39/24, sought 
after in marriage. 

Desolate, 62/24, deprived. 

Despayer, 27/32, 129/28, de- 
spair. 

Despoused, 47/7, 191/33> es- 
poused, promised. 

Detectest, I6/27, proveth, 
showeth forth. 

Denises, 129/i, tales, sayings. 
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1 Derntilie,3/i4,aaiiitily,iiieely, 


Dressing, I5/31, clothing, gar- ^^^H 


r m superior Bbyle. 


^^^H 


1 Didane, Prince, 8O/19. 


Dronken, 64/14, drunk. ^^^H 


■ Digeated, II8/16, arranged, 


Droaaie, 2/;, drossy. ^^^H 
Drousines, 3/6, drowsiness, ^^^H 


^^H placed. 


^^^m Diiiii&iBhed,18/i I, parted with, 


slothfulness. ^^^H 


^^1 lost. 


Drynesse, 204/23, parched up. ^^^H 
Dulitacus, 40/22, the father of ^^M 


^^H IMocletian, 30/19. 


^^^B Diooletian'8peTaecTition,181/i9. 


St. Bridgit. ^^H 
Dunstan, St„ reproves Eing ^^^H 


^^^H Dioaotlie, 37/ 10, a king of 
^^^1 Oieat Britain, anil father of 


Edgar, 103. ^^H 


^^H St. Ursula. 


Dunstane, Bishop, 76/9. ^^^1 


^^^K Disburdened, T5/32, nnbur- 


Burt, 50/4, dirt. ^^^M 


^^^^^ dened, set free from. 


Dustie, I6S/36, dark, dusky. ^^^1 


^^^^1 Discoidiug, I22/2D, (lis^p^eing. 


DutifuUnes, 193/id, perform- ^^^B 






^^^■' cast off. 


Dymned, I48/24, dimmed. ^^^H 


^^^H SiBcnsse, I4I/31, examine, dis- 


Bympna, the holy, memoir of, ^^^H 


^^^B 


et eeq. ^^H 


^^^H Disdaining, 62/io, not permit- 
^^^K Diepense, 35/32, deal with. 


^^1 


Eadware, St., 79/29. ^^| 


^^^B Dispnte, 140/i, argue. 


Eanswide, St., memoir of, 51 ^^H 


^^^m" DiMoIued, 126/2, loosened, 


Bt seq. ^^^H 


^^^B melted ; 14S/i4, unloosed ; 


Earthfull, 131/24. earthly, ^^M 


^^^1 DistFessed, 64/2, persecuted 


grown in the earth. ^^^H 


Eueilie, lOl/i 5, readily. ^^H 


^^^V Diuerse, 57/19, divers; I7I/31, 


Ebbo, the buly, memoir of, 65 ^^M 


^^^^^B different, opposed. 




^^^1 Diuided to, 33/21, given to. 


Ebbecestre, 66/4. ^^H 


^^^H divided amongst. 


Ecgfride, second husband of ^^^H 


^^^B Ditdnation, 3I/13, idolatrous 


St. Etheldrud, 67/12. ^^M 


^^^^K worship. 


Edbdd, king, and father of St. ^^H 


^^B^ Docill, 125/4, docUe, pre- 


Eanswide, 5I/7. ^^^H 


pared. 


Edburgo, St., 64/35. ^^^B 


Documents, 66/11, I39/is, 


Edburge, St., memoir of, 49 ^^^B 


proofs. 


seq. ^^^H 


Domestieall, 154/20, homely. 


Edburge, another St., notice of, ^^^H 


1 Dompnena, mother of St. 
Milburge, 60/33. 


^^H 


Edenburrow [Edinburgh], the ^^H 


Donne vnto, 3I/9, conferred 


monastery at, 95/33. ^^^1 


upon. 


Ederanne, 84/23. ^H 


^^_ Dores, 159/iO, doors. 


Edfride, a priest, 61/13. ^^M 


^^^^ Dormunds. the monastery at, 


Elgor, King, succours St. El- ^^H 
fede, 101/28 i father of St. ^^M 
Edith, 102/32 ; wooes the ^^H 
holy Wulfhilde, 105/29. ^^H 


^B 72/2. 


^^^1 Dormn, the church of, IO9/26. 


^^^^R Dorter, 83/iS,dormitory,sleep- 


^^^^B ing chamber. 


Edgar, a son of St. Makaret, ^^H 


^^^B Dorwent, the river, C6/3. 


^H 


^^^m Drey, 48/17, ^^7> «^- 
^^^^■' Drepanum in fiitbjnia, enlarged 


Edith, St., memoir of, 102 et ^^H 


leq. ^^^B 


^^^V and enriched by St. Heknu, 


EiiiLh, another holy, mentioned, ^^^H 


^H 3S/'9- 


^^H 
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EditTiA.daHghterofEtLelwolfe, 
04/38. 

Edmund Ironside, IO9/3. 

Eduiund, son of Eiiiuiinil Iroa- 
Hde, 109/4. 

Edward, son of Edmund Iron- 
Bide, 109/3. 

Edvttrd, M>a of St. Mawaret, 

112/2?. 

Edward tbe Martyr, King, 
brolier of St Edith, 103. 

Edwine, king of NoTthumber- 
land, 54/j. 

Effucled, 197/s, carried out 

Egbert, son of St. SexbuiBe> 
64/1 6. 

Egerlie, 38/iS, e^erly, lust- 
fully. 

Egre, 100/29, eager. 

I«T«Jie, 82/ 1, esjjerly. 

EiBtelen, tbe Bialiop of, 83/4. 

Eleriua, a holy man, 91/26. 

Elenated, 69/22, taken from, 
translated. 

ElQede, St., memoir of, 101 

Elge, 6e/7, Ely. 

Elie, tlie Abbey of, 55/4. 

Etizeus, 185/7. 

Ells, 28/25, else. 

ElphegUB, Bishop, 76/9. 

Elwine, on abbess ot Romaey, 

102. 
Embassadors, 3 7/9,ambiissad ors. 
Embass^e, 168/23, embassy. 
Embeselled, 6/zo, embezzled, 

diverted. 
Embouldened, 61/zi,uiadeliold, 

encouraged. 
Erabraoings, 77/i2, worship. 
Emerentiana, a holy virgin, 

1B2/4. 
Emma, mother of Edward the 

Confessor, 85/ 1. 
Emme, (^ueen, mother of St. 

Eanswide, 51/?. 
Empayred, 45/ at^ impaired, 

damaged. 
Emperiall, 3I/l, Imperial. 
Enamoured, B9/26, betrothed ; 

103/32, in love with. 
Encrndied, I83/20, encroached, 

trespassed. 



Endeaonr, IO6/3, duty, adopt 

the best means. 
Endewed, I46/30, endued. 
Endure, 169/9, permit. 
Enduring, 87/36, puttiiig np ' 

with. 
Enforced, 49/30, compelled. 
Enforcing, 8O/24, enforcement 
Englifihe nation, 37/32, the tribe 

of the Angles hired by the J 

British to assist them againefe J 

the Picts. ■ 

Enricher, n., 3O/17, endower. 
Endgnes, 31/i, insignia. 
Epipbanius, St., I8I/4. 
Ercombert, king of Kent, B4/i 5 

fatherof St. Ermenilde, 58/23; 1 
Erected, 136/z9, stretched cmt 
Erkenbald, Bishop, 86/4. 
Etkengnda,daughterof St.S 

bulge, 54/19. 
Erkenwald, St., Bishop oC . 

London, 52/6. . 

Ermelinde, daughter of St Sez-3 

burge, 54/17. L 

Ermenilde, St, memoir of, SSj 

Ernest, 12ho, earnest. 

Estate, 64/1, condition. 

Estates of the kiugdome, 1 IO/23. 

the ancient Scotttsli govemn 

Ester, 33/12, Easter. 

Etheiard, cousin of Eiog lae^fl 

75/14. f 

Ethelbert, King, father of St,1 

Edburge, 49/17. 
Ethelbeit, King of Kent, 54/3. 
Ethelburge, daughter of Eingfl 

Anno, 55/39. f 

Ethelburge, Queen, memoir of J 



r of, SBJ 



54. 
Etholbuige, St, n 



Ethelbui^, an other St, m 

of, 74 et seq. 
Etheldred, St., the abbess < 

Ely, 55/6; memoir of, 671 

el »eq. \ 

Ethelfride, King of Northum-J 

berland, 65/13. / 

Ethelred, KingofJIercLi, 59/28 jJ 

107/33. 
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Ethelwold, King of the West 

Saxons, 94/iz, 
Ethelwoldj father of St. Elflede, 

101. 
Ethelwolde, Bishop, 76/9, 7 9/ 1 8. 
Ethelwolfe, king of tlie Weat 

SaionH, 94/27. 
Ethnicall, 177/7, national. 
Ethnickp, 100/is,iiutochthones. 
Eiient, 19S/I5, fulfllmiint. 
Euer, 190/S5, nlwaj-s. 
Eugenia, a <laii[jhter of St. 

Giorgonia, 15 8/ 3 3. 
Eunucuea, I3/30, recommended 

aa examples fur virgins. 
Euodiua, I32/15. 
Exactlie, 163/25. rigidly. 
Eiceerting, 62/14, ^ai^e, preat. 
Ejitellentlie, 52/29, exceedingly. 
EicerciBed, I24/34, exercised, 

fully acquaintM. with. 
Esemplar, 139/i6, exemplary. 
ExLaled, 89/29, inhaled. 
Exhaust, 102/16, exhausted. 
Exequies, 207/4, obaeiiuieR. 
Esperience,181/30,obBervation. 
Explicating, 61/z8, explaining, 

Exprol)ating,149/7,reprohating. 
ExpiilBJouB, 213/24, expellinga. 
Estemporie, 216/22, temporary. 
Extenuate, 176/i2, attenuate, 

waste away. 
Exteme, 3O/25, belonging to 

another country (colonial) ; 

196/14, external. 
Eitemes, 169/14, outsiders, 

persons not on great terms 

of intimacy. 
Estrinsecall, 6/31, useless. 

Fainf«, v., 18/8, relapse, depart 

False piny, 41/33, wrong doing. 

Falte, 23/23, 31/27, ^0/14, fault, 
sin, wickedness. 

Familiars, 161/ici, familiar, 
every-day friunds and com- 
panions. 

Famine, 84/27, hunger. 

Farder, 7/23, farther. 

Farderad, 35/30, furlhercd, gave 



Fastened, 145/4, joined. 

Fayemes, 156/i6, fairness. 

Fayned, 81/27, fastened, fixed, 
(by countet-ieiting). 

Fayned, 8I/10, IO2/24, feigned, 
counterfeit. 

Feared, 164/7, put "i" terror. 

Featnesse, 25/36, trimness, nice 
appearance. 

Fellow, 37/12, companion, help- 
mate, wife. 

Fennes, 67/ 10, the fealand 
country. 

Ferme, I5I/34, fanu. 

Festiuitie, 143/25, feast. 

Fetcheth his winde verie short, 
145/24, becomes short of 
wind, is taken seriously ill. 

Fewell, 144/21, fuel, fire. 

Feyning, 74/34, faining, making 

Fierie, 61/6, fierce. 

Filtliie, 90/13, 190/31, wicked, 

Finane, Bishop of Lindisfame, 

65/25. 
Fined, 2/6, refined. 
Firiue, 37/14, strong, of good 

foundation. 
Firmitie, I84/27, firmneBS, 
Fitt, 43/23, worthy; I6I/1, 



decked and trimmed. 
Fitter, 169/4, ""'re properly. 
Flien, Hermannus, D.D., his 

account of St. Ursula, 36 et 

Flouds, 40/33, floods, tem- 

Flonre, 5/31, 190/5, Cower, 

springtime. 
Flowre, 170/32, flonr. 
Fluds, 164/3, floods. 
Flying, 171/10, Beporating from. 
Folkaui, tlie cliuruh of St. 

Peter at, 5I/31. 
Fond, 171/9, foolish. 
Fone, the Cisterciun monastery 

at, 114/13. 
toote, I88/i2, base, hottom j 

188/ 13, measure, 
Furbidd, 32/14, forbidden. 
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Forces, 204/4, power, ability ; 
Id'ly, senses. 

Foresaid, 64/19, aforesaid. 

Foresignified, 39/ 19, fore- 
tokened. 

Forged, 177/2, forced. 

Forgoe, 3/19, 68/19, forego, 
give up. 

Forgoing, I55/32, renouncing. 

Forme, 139/ 16, style, fashion. 

Former, III/18, first. 

Forren, 155/7, foreign. 

Fortuned, 11 2/ 12, happened; 
2O6/31, chanced. 

Foulenesse, 1 2O/2 1 , fault. 

Foules, 47/15, hirds. 

Foundresse, IO8/5, founder, 
originator. 

Fountaine, I6I/7, origin. 

Foxe, 106/ 1 3, fox (not here 
used in a literal sense, but 
so denominating a crafty 
woman). 

Fowlenes, 125/ 16, iniquity. 

Fower, 28/21, Fowre, 79/;, four. 

Fraight, 131/8, freighted. 

Fraighted, IO2/26, freighted, 
laid in store. 

Fraile, 3/ 12, weak ; 19/8, fragile, 
weak, liable to temptation. 

Francklie, 7/9, freely. 

Fraude, 106/ 12, treachery. 

Fraught, 55/ 16, laden, clothed. 

Freelie, 39/28, at ease. 

Fresh water passengers, 1 29/33, 
persons going to sea for the 
first time. 

Frideride, the miracle happen- 
ing to, 84/22. 

Frideswide, St., memoir of, 80 
et seq, 

Frighte, 53/30, frighten. 

Frighted, 182/ 15, frightened. 

Friselled, 160/ 15, frizzled, 
curled. 

Frithwald, Prince, father of St, 
Ositha, 97. 

Friuolous, 57/27, vain, un- 
worthy. 

Fructifie, 89/26, 154/ 14, ripen. 

Fruite, 1 58/31, children. 

Fruitlesse silence, I54/9, with- 
out bearing fruit. 



Fundament, 5O/28, base. 

Furia, St. Jerome's epistle to, 28. 

Furious forhead, I26/4, violent 
boldness or insolence, angry 
impetuosity. 

Furnitures, 35/ 12, church up- 
holstery. 

Fyled, 23/26, defiled, bewrayed. 

Fyned, 197/21, refined. 

Fyning, I/13, fining, refining. 

Fynished, 197/34, ended. 

Gadding, 159/ 10, parading. 

Gainful!, 9/5, more than usual, 
i.e, compound. 

Gallwey, the monastery at, 
95/34. 

Garnish, 19/ 19, decorate, beau- 
tify. 

Garnishing, 50/2, nourishing. 

Gaspes, 169/ 1 3, sighs. 

Gate, 23/15, g^it* way, manner, 
fashion ; I6I/35, gait, walk- 
ing ; 162/4, house. 

Gaye shewes, 92/3, delights, 
pleasures. 

Gayned, 83/7, persuaded, con- 
verted. 

Gentilitie, 153/26, the Gentiles, 
paganism. 

Gentill, 96/ 18, gentile, pagan. 

Gentills, 3I/7, gentiles (as op- 
posed to Christianity). 

Gentrie, 157/20, noble birth. 

Gerebern, the priest, 44/14. 

Geruasius, St., 134/ 13. 

Ghastlie, 61/6, terrible. 

Ghele, 44/31, the burial-place of 
the Virgin Dympna. 

Ghoste, 82/25, 139/9, spirit. 

Ghostlie, 66/17, ^olj ; 172/26, 
spiritual. 

Girded, 92/24, placed a girdle ou. 

Giruij. 67/II. 

Glade, 39/15, ^^^ mother of St. 
Cadoke. 

Glastenburie (Glastonbury), the 
founder of, 74/4. 

Glittered, 33/ 10, was made 
bright, shined. 

Glorie, 83/9, pride. 

Glunelach, first a thief, then a 
bishop, 93/4. 
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God iimiaiLIe, 138/9, mviaible 




God. 
Gm, 213/34, pass. 


foreign moner. 
Eale, 75/35, pull, conrince. 


Goe line, ao/29, go and live. 


Ha]ed,37/2i,]ed, driven. 


Good liking, I8/16, grent aatis- 


Eaniburge, the Abbey of, CO/17. 


factioa. 


Haadwnltes, I29/13, hand- 
writings, Iftwa. 


Goodmaji, I59/15, husband. 




Happ, 94/36, mischance. 


Qorgonia, St, memoir of, 154 


Happe, ai/is. cliance. 


et^eg. 


HappiB, 80/21, goodly. 


Goths, the sackmg of Eome hy 


Harbourlesse, 10/ 24, without 


the, 22. 


habitation or dwelling-place. 


Goueraease, 102/8, ruler (i.e. 


Hardlie, 2O/28, harshly, dis- 


Abbess). 


re-ipectfullj. 


Grace, 86/2?, gift, rower. 


Hardlie, 170/i8, scarcely. 


Grandecester, the city of, 69/i. 


Ilaidnea, 2I6/23, hard, poor 


GratefuU, 185/2, southiDg, 


living. 


refreshing. 


Harken, 45/7, ninke inquiry. 


Graueat, 55/19, ""ost eaintly. 


Harkeneth, 144/8, hasteneth. 


Grauitie, IB / 7, graveneES, 


Harte, 4/7, heart. 


modesty, decorousness. 


Hartilie,58/iS, heartily. 


Greate grandfathers, I7O/2S, 


Hasten, 2OI/9, hastened. 


forefathers. 


Hauaht, 4/6, high, mighty. 
HauiDg, 173/1, obtaining. 


Qregorie, father of St. Gregorie, 


155/24. 


Haje, 135/6, man ia 'grass': 


Gregorie of Nozianzmn, hus- 


■when dying dried gixiss or 


band of St. Nonna, 171/s. 


hay. 


Gregorie Nazianzene, St., his 
lile of St. Gorgonia, 164 et 


Hayre, 4O/7, 92/22, I48/13, hair. 


He.d, 172/2, husband. 


eeq. ; hia life of St. Nonna, 


Headines, 140/8, raahncsfi. 


170 et eeq. 


Heale, I2O/28, correct. 


Grfgorie of Njhsb, St., hia 


Hcbrues, 33/15, Hebrews. 


memoir of St. Macrina, 189 


Heereuppon, 7/34, hereupon. 


et teq. 


Helena.St., memoir of, 30 et erq. 


Gregorie of Tours, St, 34/2. 


Helenopolis, 35/29, the n.^w 


Greene at, 22/20, made grief 


name of the town of Dre- 


for. 


pannm. 


Greened, 88/29, i^ie^ed. 


Her, ICG/36, its. 


Grew into greate desird, IO5/30, 


Hererike, father of holy Hilda, 




56/3. 


Grieued, 70/13, caused pain. 


Hereawide, sister of Hihln, 50/?. 


Gnider, 208/ 15, instnielor. 
Guild, 19/iS, gild, iidom, cover 


Hertlieie, the cujinery of, 


56/12. 


with gold. 


HeBiodua, the poel, I74/19. 


Giiilded, 33/10, gilded. 


Heynous, 90/24, heinous. 


Gnnwald, the eusto.lian, 83/i6. 


Hieruine, St. (St. Jerome), hia 


GnBhed forth, 185/i, jiidded. 


epistle to Demetrias, IB_ei 


Gonhing oute, 113/ig, weeping, 
OTerflowJng. 


iieq, ; hia advice to a Virgin, 






guide of St. Panll SS etteq.; 




«^?'/'°- - , , ■ 


held. 


Highu one, I5O/20, loud voice. 


Had of their cojne, 45/io, 


Iliylilh, 202/18, hd[{ht. 




q2 
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Hilda, Abbess, daughter to 

Hererike, memoir of, 56 et 

feq, 
Hildelitlia, 52/28, a learned 

woman and preceptor of St. 

Ethelburge. 
Hildelitha, St., memoir of, IQet 

seq. 
Hinge, 127/ 15, pivot 
His, 137/13, i 88/12, its. 
His, 6I/1, 's [i.e. Penda Lis = 

Penda's]. 
Hoaste, 1 52/27, l^ost, company. 
Hoate, 100/ 1, hot, lustful. 
Holde, IOC/21, held as a 

prisoner. 
Holie Crosse, the Church of 

the, 36/3. 
Holie Viaticum or voiage foode, 

78/32, consecrated wafer, &c., 

the Eucharist given to folk 

in their dying moments. 
Holofemes, the destruction of, 

27. 
Holy Virgins, the church of 

the, at (Jologne, 38. 
Homicide, 88/6, manslayer. 
Hong, I88/12, hung. 
Honorius, St., 54/7. 
Hoped, 172/16, expected. 
Horton, tne monastery at, 

107/21. 
Hoste, 142/24, the consecrated 

wafer offered as a sacrifice 

in the Mass. 
Howres, 11 9/ 15, hours. 
Hubila, Abbess, 84/36. 
Humane, 19/io, 32/2, human, 

natural. 
Humanitie, 162/8, kindness, 

tender dealing. 
Humber, the river, 67/i2. 
Hunnes, 38/ 10, the Huns. 
Hurte, 153/22, disease. 
Hushe, 136/21, hushed, 

silenced. 
Huswife, 159/10, housewife. 
Hydenherin [Heidenheim], 

83/6. 
Hymnes, 48/io, chants, praises, 

religious services. 
Hypsistary, the lieresy of, 

156/2, 171/17. 



larred, 25/30, quarrelled. 

Iberia, memoir of a Christian 
maid captive in, 185 e^ seq. 

Tester, 44/24, jester. 

lewes, 32/28, Jewish. 

lies, 30/3, isles. 

Immarcessible, 81/ 14, un- 
witherable. 

Immoderatlie, 43/20, excess- 
ively, more than moderate ; 
83/28, overmuch. 

Imperiouslie, 53/31, impetu- 
ously, without opposition. 

Impes, 11/30, scions, buds, 
youths. 

Impietie, 43/32, wickedness, 
lewdness. 

Impudencie, 167/5, insistence. 

Impure, 62/8, inflamed. 

In fine, 38/8, finally, at last. 

In hand, 74/ 14, in dealing, 
persuading. 

In steede, 170/ 16, instead. 

Inamoured, 184/ 10, in love with. 

Incense, 29/23, provoke. 

Incensed, 6I/31, imbued. 

Incertayntie, 7/6, uncertainty. 

Incommodious, 192/ 10, trouble- 
some. 

Incommodities, 158/ii, incon- 
veniences. 

Inconsumptible, 33/23, ^^t 
capable of being consumed 
or exhausted (spoken of the 
Cross of Christ, which, al- 
though distributed in small 
pieces to pilgrims, still re- 
mained intact). 

Incorrupt, 55/27, undecayed, 
whole, intact. 

Incredible, 112/6, excessive ; 
112/17, scarcely believable. 

Incredit, 32/ 1, in credit, in 
esteem. 

Indamage, 62/i6, do damage, 
mischief. 

Indeficient, 136/5, never defi- 
cient. 

Ine, or Inas, King of the West 
Saxons, 74/3. 

Infame, 44/2, make infamous. 

Infamed, 5O/20, made in- 
famous, wicked. 
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Iiifiincie, 147/1, cliildhood, 

iuuiicency. 
Infect iuu3, 55/2?, wicked. 
Infirmed, 91/32, made iU or 



Inlbrnied, 94/ii, reformed. 
Informeth, 190/35, relateth. 
In^tefull, 202/7, ungrateful. 
Iniurie, 24/27, abnaenienL 



pressed. 

Imnrying, 73/9, injuring, 

luqniaitiue, 16f)/4, inquisitive, 
making inijuiriefl. 

Inspired, 33/i, endued, en- 
dowed, imparted tlie privi- 
lege. 

Instructed, 22/ii informed, 
made acquainted with. 

Instmmente, 121/z7, inden- 

Inanltation, 149/i8, insnlta. 

Integritie, 15/30, I6/9, pre- 
Bervation from defilement. 

Intermitting, I99/32, atoppinfr, 

Intcrtayned, 30/i i, entert^tted, 
received as a gnest. 

Intertayning, 6O/2, entertain- 
ing, making welcome. 

Iiit«tejningj 2I/26, entertain- 
inR, receiving as gne.^ts. 

Intlmlled, 163/2, in subjection. 



Intire, II/30, entire. 

IntoHerable, IO4/24, not to be 
endured. 

Intreate, 17/2 5, entreated. 

Intruded, I8/24, obtruded, sng- 
gested. 

Inuada, 68/27, run I'pon. 

Inuested, 207/36, dreased, pre- 
pared for buriiil. 

Inneated with, 80/33, received 
the order of. 

Inuiolable, 161/13, "ot to be 
broken. 

Inuironed, 47/20, environed. 






locnnd, I86/36, gay, joyful, 

cheerriil. 
lohn. Bishop, 56/27. 
Irreprehensible, aOl/ig, 

reprehensible. 
Isodorns, 22/30, the religioiia 

followers of. 
Issue, 51/18, progeny. 
It, 212/9, ter. 
lustina, mother of Valentinian, 

133/33. 



Jerome's epistle to Furia, 28. 
Judith, the widow, short ac- 

oonnt of, 27 ei aeq. 
Julitta, martyr, memoir of, 

181 e( eeq. 

Keepe company ngaine, 105/io, 

resume cohabitation. 
Kenred, King of Meroia, 73/zi. 
Kenrede, of the blood royal of 

the West Saxons, 77/8. 
Key colde, I3I/15, cold aa a 

Keyna, St., memoir of, 39 et 

Keynwire, 39/27 = ' Keyn tlio 

Kicking, 25/31, rising. 
Kinesburge, St., memoir of, 71 

Kineswide, St., memoir of, 71 

ICinne, 72/33, 161/lci, kinsmen. 
Knew not, 121/j6, knew better 

Knowen,23/i7,known; 134/24, 
knowing. 

Laboiired,51/i2,54/2 3, wrought 
npon. 

Lamenting, IO7/36, complain- 
ing, bewaOing. 

Lampadia, 206/2Q. 

Lanfrank, St., Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 5O/32. 

Lastlie, 75/13, "* l^t. 

Later, 138/36, latter, last. 

Laudable, I41/3o,praiaeworihy, 

Lauds, 34/4, 1 1 2/33, praise, 
give threnka to. 

Lauding, 19/29, praising. 
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Lauer, 14/6, washing, cleansing 
by the rite of baptism. 

Layeth on, 146/7, threateneth. 

Lazara, the companion of St. 
Modwen in her pilgrimage 
to Rome, 96/13. 

Leathl, I48/9, led. 

Leadd, 56/4, led (lived). 

Lcapei*8, 41/20, lepers. 

Leaprous, 41/22, 103/ 12, leper- 
0U8. 

Leame, I23/32, inform. 

Learnede8t,32/io, most learned. 

Lease, v., II4/33, glean. 

Leese, II4/4, lose. 

Leisurelie, 210/ 1, slowly, re- 
verently. 

Lent, 106/ 1 2, given for a set 
period. 

Lentfast, 54/33, the fast during 
the season of Lent. 

Leontius, Bishop, 173/15. 

Letted, 198/4, hindered. 

Letter of diuorce, 30/2 3, di- 
vorcement. 

Leiiitie, 181/ 16, carnal- minded- 
ness. 

Libertie vniiiersallie, 30/ 16, 
universal liberty, toleration. 

Licentius, 1 32/29. 

Lien, 104/22, lain. 

Liers, 2 13/ 18, liars. 

Lighte, 178/19, lighted. 

Lif^Ltes, 48/ii, tapers, candles 
blessed by priests. 

Lightsome, 1 52/36, joyful. 

Like, 194/35, the same. 

Like liers, 81/8, liars like him- 
self. 

Liked, 3O/30, pleased ; 77/28, 
loved. 

Liming, 54/9, the monastery at. 

Linage, 74/3, lineage, family. 

Lindan, Bishop, 39/7, ap- 
parently the author of the 
memoir of St. Ursula. 

Lindseie, the province of, 
52/8. 

List, 53/32, desired. 

Listed, 141/7, wished. 

Liuelie, 64/ii, apparently. 

Lining, IO8/21, when alive. 

Loaden^ 192/21, loaded^ laden. 



Lodge, v., 19/24, prepare house- 



covering. 



Lonfrontin, the monastery at 

95/34. 
Longed, I68/7, longed for. 
Looser, I8I/3, less strict. 
Lose, 60/8, 160/ 18, loose. 
Losed, 42/33, loosed (said of a 

mute, whose tongue was 

miraculously loosened). 
Lothaiie, son of St. Sexburge, 

54/16. 
Lothe, 75/3, cause to heave ; 

131/6, loathe. 
Lothing, 74/7, loathing. 
Loues, 179/8, loaves. 
Louinglie, I96/29, with great 

love. 
Lucian, St, and martyr, 35/19. 
Lurking, 85/19, hidden. 
Lutheran or Protestant Bishops, 

I8O/30. 
Lynnen, 68/12, linen. 
Lyppes, 204/23, lips. 
Lyuing, I9/28, living. 
Lyulie, 80/ 13, living, flowing. 

Macarij, 22/29, a religious order. 

Machilla, Bishop, 4i/io. 

Macrina, St., memoir of, 189 
et 8eq. 

Mad, 173/9, wicked. 

Madded, 182/2, made mad, 
maddened. 

Made lie, 162/6, made to lie. 

Magnificall, 163/i8, 189/4, high, 
mighty, bragging. 

Maister, I3/4, 4O/24, master, 
lord. 

Make, 137/23, do. 

Malcolme, King of Scotland, 
109/12. 

Malepertlie, 1 25/36, mala- 
pertly, disorderly. 

Mammocks, 3/ 18, trifles, frag- 
ments. 

Manage, IO9/27, perform ; 
191/8, work. 

Manchilde, 105/6, baby boy. 

Manichees, 123/i6, Manichsean 
heresy. 

Mannor place, 74/ 17, manor- 
house. 
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Mftnfl compnnie, 98/4, being 
rarrupteii Ijy man. 

Uarcella, a lady oC Rome, com- 
mended by St. Jerome, 21 [ 
tte first noble womnn of 
Borne to take on tlte munas- 
tical profession, 22. 

Uarcolane, Kin^ of Scots, fatbtir 
of St. Maicentia, 99. 

Hard, 5/32, marred, spoilt, 
destroyed. 
, }fai^aret, St., Queen of Scot- 
land, 109 et geg. 

Mui^aritBB, 8/3, 144/30, pearla. 

Marie, 77/i8, marry. 

Marking, I2O/36, noting. 

Martyred, 6O/16, alain. 

Matched, 131/s, I9O/7, mated, 
married. 

Matches, I5G/35, mates, eqnala. 

Matter, 210/iS, cause. 

Mattoeke, 92/13, pickaxe. 

Mature, lOB/33, wiee. 

' Mmide the goode,' queen of 
Heniyl., 113/s. 

Mawmets, 47/6, falsa ^ods. 

Maxentia, St., memuir of, 99, 
100. 

Maximianns Galerius, SO/ji, 
214/10. 

Maximtanns Herenleue, 3O/19. 

May, 183/33, might, 

Mayme, 91/8, maim, hnrt. 

Maynlie 128/32, greally, 
heartily. 

Mesne, 68/28, ivay, method ; 
IG7/27, set term, propor- 

Mechtilde, St., memoir of, 113 

etffq. 
Medicine, o., I62/34, doctor. 
Mcede, 114/i6, reward. 
Melarius, 39/iG, father of St. 

Men miers, I2O/10, men in 

authnrity, 
Ment, 186/4, meant. 
Menz, the diocese of, 82/33. 
Merohandiaed, 7/i, acted as 

merchants. 
Mere, IZJ/iS, open, apparent. 
Merefin, brother of St. MOdrcd, 

63/s. 



Merilie, I3I/24, merrUy, cheer- 
fully. 

MeruailouB, 26/ 12, marvel- 
lously, 

Mernailoualie, 53/23, marvel- 

Merwenne, the Ahhess of 
liomsey, receives and looks 
after St. Blflede, 101 ; IO2/7. 

Meynie, 149/2Z, multitude. 

Milane, the church at, I33/30. 

Milbui^e, St,, memoir of, 60 



Milgith, sister of St. Milburge, 
6 1/3. 

Militarie orders, 34/35, soldiers. 

Mineruina, the first wife of 
Coiistantine the Great, 3I/17. 

Mialike, 19/20, dislike, dis- 
approve of. 

Missueed, 46/i2, dealt barahly. 

Moderate, 19/9, keep iinder, 
govern, rule. 

Modwen, St., memoir of, 92 et 

Moe, 75/24, more. 
MolestatinnB, 198/5, troubles. 
Molested, 85/36, troubled. 
Mollified, 172/8, mode tender. 
Momentaneall, 4/13, traneitory, 

momentary, lasting but a 

nionient. 
Momentaneonfl, 78/i r, moment- 



Mone, 102/19, moan. 
Moneths, 45/2, months. 
Monheime, the monastery of, 

86/11. 
Monica, St., memoir of, 118 et 

Monja, 45/12, Monnye, 24/6, 

35/3, money. 
Mure, 33/27, 56/5, greater. 

More, 165/11, moreover. 
More comfort, 28/4, greater 

comfort. 
More white, 47/2?, whiter. 
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^^m HoTWBid, father of St. Mil- 


Ncnna, a daughter of St. Got- ^^^M 


^^^H butvie, GO/34. 


gonia, 158/33. 1 


^^^H Uoste rare, 56/33, moat nise. 


Nonnn, mother of St Gr*goiy, 1 


^^^1 Moste white, IO7/2S, verj 


155/24. J 


^^^^1 vliite, pure white. 


Nonna,St.,memoirof,lTO«f«9i,^^^^B 


^^^1 Mother, S5/ii, Niperior, tlie 
^^^H kdf BUpcriDtenilcnt of a 


Nonnerie, 55/7, nunneiy. ^^^^H 


Nonrie, !>e/i2, 103/4, noimeri^^^H 


^^^H relif^ious house. 


Kortbfoike, 79/18, the counS^^^H 
of Norfolk. ^^^H 


^^^1 UouMe, 184/30, faBltion, 


^^^H 


Notable, 47/3, noteworthy, ea^^^H 


^^^1 Uoulten, 77/3, molten, heated. 


teemed. ^^^^| 


^^^H Mounting, 130/24^ Bpouting 


Not« of infamie, I83/17, marli^^^l 


^^H 


of disgrace as an outcast ^^^^M 


^^^H Moamfnll, 17e/i8, those in 


Nouicesbip, IO2/13, novitiatq^^^^H 




first becoming a novice. ^^^^H 


^^^H Moyling, 35/5, moiling, toiling. 
^^^1 Multitndine, 48/5, multitude, 


Number, 164/i8, count. ^^^^1 


Numnesse, I6G/19, numbness. ^^^^| 


^^^H nninber of people. 


Nurtured, 30/14, brought iif^i^^^H 


^^^H Munday, llD/z?, Moiidny. 


educated. ^^^H 


^^H MunduB, Q priest, 85/ii. 
^^^1 Mulable, 4/9, 1S9/6, MuteaLIe, 


Nutriment^ 144/22, nourish- ^^^^l 


^^^1 


^H 174/36, cV^g^bfe. 




^^^H Mute, 42/29, dumb. 


Obite, 103/36, death. ^^H 


^^^1 M7 owne man, 2O5/13, m7 own 


Oblation, T5/27, sacriticG. ^^^H 


^^H 


ObBCuritie, 187/i 5, darkness ^^^^M 


^^H Mylde, 141/5, mil'l- 


ObBecrations,26/2 3,bc3cechingft^^^^| 


^^H MyBticall wordes, IT6/36, words 


Obtayne, 193/6, gain to. j^^^H 


^^^H relating to the n^'Htcriej of 


Obtayned, 42/17, procured. ^^^^| 


^^H 


ObtBTuedat, 170/1, didet obtaii^^^H 
Occasion, 20/ rj, otiiae. ^^^^1 


^^^H Kangtbee, an Iri^h Prince, 


^^H 


Of, e/24, 74/6, 212/18, by. ^^m 


^^M Natiuitie, 42/30 binh. 


Of, 8/13, from. ^^^H 


^^^^P NaucratiuB, brother of St. 


Of, 3/8, 28/13, ofl'. ^H 


^^^ Macrina, I93/i8. 


Of, 177/27, on- ^^^ 


P Naught, 3I/l3, wii:keJiicsfl 
(adultery is here mermt). 


Of purpose, 70/29. on parpoae, ^ 
OITa, King of the East Angles, 1 


1 Naugbtie, 94/6, wicked, eiil. 


becomes a monk, 73/32. J 


^^^^ Name, 38/s, navy, ships. 


Oira,Prince,fatierof St-Ethel- ^^J 


^^H NeaEte, 105/6, nest. 


burge, 52/7. _^^^M 


^^H Kecesaitie, 24/9, necdiness. 


Oficiousnes, SS/ij, perfDimiii^^^^H 


^H Neece, 49/25, 1'ece. 


menial dmies. J^^^^l 


^^H Neere, 67/i i, near. 


Oldenes, 13G/i7, becoming ol^^^^^| 


^^H Neerlie, I80/i3, nearly, cloBelv. 


OlyiupiuB, a monk, I89/3. ^^^^^H 


^^H Nesting, lOa/lI, the origin of 


Omnipotent, ITI/18, most bigl^^^H 




On, 112/29, upon, to. ^^^H 
On a time, 74/i7, such a tiniB.<^^^^| 


^^H Nicea, 173/8 (the first Council 


^^B 


One milke, 152/;, the samt^^^H 


^^^H Kicobulos, a nephew of St. 


milk (meaning that the *'Wj4^^^H 


^^^H Qoi^oitia, IS8/34. 


children had been auckle^^^^^^l 


^^B Nobilitie, 25/1 5, noble family. 


by the same nurse). --S^^H 


^^H Nodd, lU/z6. nap. 


OiK-lie, 9/2Z, 19/33, only j 77/27^^^l 


^^H None like, 67/22, as a mm. 


^^H 
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1 Oportnnitie, 44/33, cliaiice, oc- 


P^ist, 34/34, r"«'=^i. ^H 




Piuheticall, 57/28 pathetic. ^^H 
PatriciuB, husband of SLMonica, ^^H 


Oppreased, 190/i2, overcome. 


Oratorie, 96/14, house of prajer. 


^H 


Orbik,abbe^792/:s. 


Patricke, St., 41/lo. ^^H 


Order, 24/30, management, go- 


Paula, St., St. Jerome'B account ^^^1 


^^H 


vernment, rule. 


Paula, St., 22 et eeq. ^^^1 


Order, v., 30/io, set in order, 


Pauleworth [Folluswortli], the ^^^^| 




monastery at, O4/33. ^^H 


Ordered, IO9/30, put in order. 
Orders, SlO/io, bodies, com- 


Payed, 62/17, spotted. ^^H 


Payne, 47/i, pain, pangn, ^^H 


panies. 


torture. ^^^^H 


Ordnie, 74/28, filth. 


Paynfnll, 103/lo, diligent. ^^^H 


Orgarius [Ot^^arJ, Bisliop, 84/14. 


Payuting, 15S/7, painting, ^^^H 


sketching. ^^^H 


qualities. 


Pearce, IOO/31, pierce. ^^^1 


Ositha, 94/35. 


Pearciog, 164/5, piercing. ^^^H 


Osilha, St., memoir of, 97, 98. 


Peepe, 57/4, loo><' ^^H 


Ostforus. Bishop, 56/27, 


Fend, 60/6, confined. ^^^H 


ObUs, where St, Monica died. 


Penda, king of Mercia, father of ^^^H 


Oswald, St., 65/14, 


St. Kinesburge and Kines- ^^^H 


wide, 7l'i7. ^^M 


Osway, King, 6G/4. 


Pende, 57/i i, confine. ^^^H 


Oswen or Osman, St., memoir 


Pert^jrination, 189/12, journey- ^^^H 


of, 100, 101. 


^^^1 


Oawie, King, 65/14, 


Perfect, 196/i2, perfectly. ^^H 


Other-where, 02/19, elsewhere. 


Perfect, II8/27, fini.^h. ^^^1 


Otherwhiles,106/33,olher times. 


Perfecter, g/36, more perfect, ^^^H 


OQche,56/34,oninmentorjewel. 


superior (i.e. mule sex). ^^^^| 


Onergoe, 202/36, aurpaas. 


Perforce, 37/21, by force. ^^^1 


Ouersoft, 140/7, soft beyond 


Peril), I6/13, disgrace. ^^H 




PerUlouslic, 215/l8, at his peril. ^^^H 


Ouerpasee, 177/19, P^^s over. 


Persecutor, 6S/12, persecutor, ^^^H 


Ouerweighe, 142/i2, ovtrbo- 


enemy. ^^^H 




Perseuer, 154/4, persevere. ^^^H 


Onerwent, 163/ 23, surpassed. 


Personage, 4/15, personal ^^^^1 


Onglie, XO3/14, 126/27, "ylj, 
defnrmeil. 


appearance. ^^^^| 


Perturbation, I68/9, trouble, ^^^H 


Out of, 22/8, outside. 


distress ; Perturbation a, 127/ ^^H 


Out of hand, 187/36, forth wilb. 


26, troubles, disturbances. ^^^H 


instantly. 


Perturbed, 79/15, disturbed. ^^H 


^^^ Onte-plnce, I96/24, by-place. 


Poier, a brother of St. Macrina, ^^H 


^^^H out-of-the-way spot. 


1 05/35- i 




Peter, a son of St. Gorgonia, 1 


^^^BTachnmius, the monasteries of. 


158/32. I 


^^H^ 


Peter, bishop of Alexandria, 21. ■ 


■ Palme, 77/4, reward. 


Ptter of Cambray's account of ^^^^1 


r Pantrie, U9/zl, pantry. 


the holy Dympna, 43 (t teq. ^^^^1 


1 PftppB, 39/2 1 , paps, breasls. 


Peter pence, 74/5, Peter's pence ^^^^| 


b Parasite, 145/36, sycophant. 


(when first sent from this ^^^H 


^^_ Pareell, IQl/l, portion. 


country to Roma). ^^^| 


^^^^kpartie, 6O/4, person, mvn. 


Pttlie,e0/i9,mean,of low degree. T 
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Pliamicl, the father of Anna 
the Prophetess, 28/i8. 

Philopophia, the meaning of, 
133/2. 

Phocas, a eon of St. Gorgonia, 
158/32. 

Physicions, 1/ 12, physicians. 

Pictes and Scottes, 36/25, Picts 
and Scots. 

Pillers, 19/17, pillars, monu- 
ments. 

PittifuU, 33/30, 72/22, full of 
pity, compassionate. 

Place of rest, 83/ 18, sleeping 
apartment. 

Placed, 100/19, given. 

Plaine, 1 15/2, ground. 

Pointe, 2O8/7, spot. 

Pole, 140/36, world. 

Pontike Pole, 185/3 1, Black Sea 
district. Iberia was near the 
Euxine. 

Poore, 44/22, poor. 

Possessed persons, 49/7, persons 
possessed with evil spirits. 

Posted, 45/17, made haste to 
return. 

Posteme gate, 9O/9, back en- 
trance. 

Potent, 89/5, great, mighty. 

Potestates, 195/28, superiors in 
authority over Ihem. 

Poulled, 61 /9, polled, arranged. 

Powre, 88/18, power. 

Powre, 77/31, pour. 

Powred, 34/29, poured. 

Pranked prof ers, 92/4,trickt out, 
showy. 

Precedent, 197/8, preceding. 

Predestinated, 129/9, pre- 
ordained. 

Prefect, 2O6/28, head, chief. 

Preheminence, 194/36, pre- 
eminence. 

Premised, IIO/23, laid down, 
addressed. 

Prepared, I68/9, ready. 

Preparatiue,2 16/2 5,preparation. 

Preposterous, 171/8, absurd. 

Prescript, 2OI/31, advice. 

Prescription, 183/2, occupation. 

Presentlie, 25/i, 46/35, 9^/5, 
200/34, instantly, at once. 



Presentlie, 19/ 1, shortly, by- 
aiid-bye, soon afterwards. 

Pretendelh, 146/ 14, makes 
pretence. 

Pretermitt, 2O8/3, Pretermitte, 
I67/26, omit, overlook. 

Prettie while, 212/3, long time. 

Preuented, I44/23, forestalled. 

Preuenteth her of, 1 82/24, Pre- 
vented her from obtaining. 

Prime, 52/ 10, first, earliest. 

Pi-incelie, 43/14, royally J ^7/34, 
princely, necessary, sump- 
tuous. 

Principall, 163/6, the greatest, 
noblest. 

Principia, a disciple of St. 
Marcella, 22. 

Probation, 52/ 12, 63/13, 
exercise, discipline. 

Proclayme, 31/2, proclaim, 
announce, substitute. 

Procurement, 79/22, recommen- 
dation. 

Profane, 174/ 18, non- Christian. 

Profered, 212/31, offered, 
promised. 

Profering, I3/34, offering. 

Profundi tie, 124/21, depth of 
ignorance. 

Propose, 33/13, exhibit, show. 

Proposed, 7 7/ 15, informed, 
showed, made acquainted 
with ; 200/22, foreshadowed. 

Prosecute, 202/20, rehearse. 

Protasius, St., I34/13. 

Prouoked, 81/ 1, constrained. 

Psalmodie, 24/34, the time for 
psalm-singing. 

Publicklie, 2I/33, Publikelie, 
58/ 1 6, publicly, openly. 

Punishable, 126/ 11, worthy of 
punishment. 

Purchase, 122/ 14, procure. 

Purgation, 168/ 10, purging, 
cleansing. 

Purge, 112/34, purify. 

Purging, 175/15, cleansing 

Purifying waters, I68/19, the 
water used at baptism. 

Purposes, I8/28, pursuits, 
occupations. 

Putt by, 65/33, stopped from. 



CL033AI1.IAL, SO:.:iXAL, 


^^^^ 


Qimile, 33/35, pi^^ way, abate. 


Religious purpose, IO/31, vow ^^^^M 


guaah, 173/6, nullify. 


of religion. ^^^^M 


Quicke, 214/i6, alive. 




Quiera, 170/6, choire. 


clothing of a religious. ^^^H 
Beligiouslie, 36/2, pionsly, in ^^^H 


Queane, 46/35, 5)ad woman; 


147/23, harlot, wliore. 


the name of religion. ^^^H 




Beligiouslie visited, 23/25, ^^^H 


Ealibines, 32/29, Eabbiaioal 


visited profesaiunally as a ^^^H 
matter of religion. ^^^H 


. schulars. 


11(^6, 33/33, vioIenoQ (of winda 


Reliques, 3G/2, I2T/27, I3O/31, ^^M 


and Btoriua). 




Baginc, 46/33, enraged ; 63/23, 


Remitte, IT8/11, commit. ^^H 


waxing angry. 


Remitted, 84/26, abated. ^^^1 


Bluing a new, 31/29, becoming 


Remitteat, 129/16, pardoneat. ^^^1 


again enraged. 


Remitting, I66/36, abating. ^^^1 


Bare, 26/33, rich, great. 




Base, 82/II, burn down. 


one wlio performed the ^^^H 


Baaed, 95/ 19, destroyed. 


baptismal rite. ^^^H 


1 Eaynes, 178/ii, reins. 


Benouation, 1G8/I3, renewing ; ^^^H 
179/21, rebirth. ^^M 


Beared, I88/3, erected. 


1 Eeasona why Uie Scotch and 


Renting, 194/i3, rending. ^^H 
Bepelleth,140/29,pnttethaway. ^^H 
Reprobate, I50/7, vile, miser- ^^H 


1 Irish Saints are included 


amongst those of England, 


10, 11. 


^H 


BeasBume, IO5/23, revert to. 


Beproche, I2O/14, weapon. ^^^H 


Eeceyued, 197/i7, received, 
Beceyuera, 33/22, receivers, 
Raelnae, III/16, aeoladed. 


Beprochefoll, ^6/29, full of ^^H 

reproach. ^^^H 

Beprochefnllie, I83/34, shame- ^^^H 

Beproofe, 192/3;, reproach. ^^^H 


Becommended, 88/3, com- 


Beproue, 19/zo, criticize, object ^^^H 


mended. 


^^H 


equal with, set off against. 


Repugning, 140/25, repugnant. ^^H 
Repute, 121/37, consider. ^^H 


Eeconcilement, 122/2;, recon- 


Bequest, 2I/5, repute, sought ^^H 


ciliation. 


Redeeme, 111/12, free. 


Besolue, III/2, melt. ^^^1 


Reduce, IIO/20, reform. 


Beteyning, 206/8, retaining, ^^^1 


Befell, 124/36, repel, refute. 


keeping. ^^H 


expose. 


Betinew, 8I/30, retinue. ^^^H 


Rofrayning eieepe, 80/23, re- 


Reuerence, I6I/29, pay due ^^^1 


fraining from slei^p. 




Regarded, I83/9, commended. 


Benerend, 76/13, reverential, ^^H 


Regenerated, I88/13, bom 


^^^1 


agaia 


Beynes, 29/6, reins. ^^^1 


Eegiment, 49/31, regulation. 


Rhene, the river, 87/33. ^^H 


goyemance. 


Rifled, 22/7, ransacked, nil- ^^M 


, Eegnlar habit, Bl/53, religious 
dress. 


laged. ^H 


Rigged, 22/9 rilled, ransacke'l. ^^^H 


Religion, 57/iB, religion (the 


Riot, 43/16, InsuTioas mode of ^^H 


^^_ Religions, 21/31, ni/15. pro- 


^^M 


Rioting, S5/3, vanity (of the ^^H 


^^^K fcBsed followers of rcligioii. 


^H 



^^^H 236 cLoiisuuja,, nominal, 


a::d general ixdei, ^^^H 




religion; 26/25 fw opposed ^^1 


^^^H Enmeey, the Abbuj uf, IOI/Z3. 


to reliKioUs)iin/3, worldly. 1 
Secular yreatnea, SO/g, worldly 1 

poiup. J 
Secui^lie, 147/27, safely. ^^J 


^^^^1 Ronoae, brother of St. Modwen, 
^^H HoBobea, m fo]to;vor of St. 


^^^H Muzenlia, 9!). 


Seeldomc, 68/12,169/28, aeldom^^^H 


^^^m Rottennea, 120/i6, sin. 


Seeine, 162/ 17, appear. ^^^^^| 


^^^H RowUinge, SO/zo, rolling. 


Seene, 195/;, perceived. ^^^M 
Semphroniufltheprefect, 146/1 r. ^^^ 


^^^H RnailinesB, I6O/30, redness, 


^^^^1 


Sensible solace, 6f'5, enjoyment ^ 


^^^1 Budelie amyed, 00/2, not 


of the Benses. 1 


^^^H aufficicntly w,;1I dressed. 


Sequels, 172/12, sequel. J 


^^^^^1 Rnffinua' acconnt of the captiTe 


Serapions, 22/30, a religiona 1 


^^^H maid in IberiA, 1 85 et leq. 


^^^H Rule, 123/28, strip, band; 


Serch, 43/23, search. ^^^^H 


^^^1 Jitgula ferrea^-iiim rod or 


Serpentine, 4O/3, said of stoiui^^^H 
that present a serpent-lik^^^H 


^^^H bar. Cp. our "ruler." 


^^^H Bunne, IOO/27, running. 


appearance. ^^H 




Seruilft, 'a litle senmnt,' Om^^^H 


^^H SalHiotli, 171/14, Saboth, 15G/5, 


bila's name changed to, 92/30(1^^^^1 


^^H 


Scmile workea, IIO/31, doilj^^^H 


^^^B Sncietie, 215/24, satiety. 


occupations (which should b^^^^H 


^^H Socriflco, 140/lg, the Mass. 


omitted on holy days). ^^^^H 


^^^M Safe, 22/14, Ic^Pt in cuatodj, 




^^^H impriwined. 

^^^1 Safride, mother of St. Frides- 


of King Anna). ^^H 


Sett forth, 207/4, performed. ^^H 


^^^1 wide, aoho. 


Sett out, 35/4, set free, let oat.^^^H 


^^M Sage, 120/s, wi.>e. 


Seuere, 92/26, severe, anstera. ^^^^H 


^^^B Saile, 4S/33, progreBB, go. 


Sexburge, St, memoir of, S4. ^^^H 


^^^B Saintlike, 96/26, like a saint. 




^^^H 


Shaped, 185/14, fashioned. ^^^H 


^^^1 Salingtun, the villus of, 52/g. 
^^^1 Suiiten, 47/35, a ^"^ on the 


Sharp of Witt, I6I/9, witty, wiee^^^H 


Shee mnlea, I64/33, vido««^^^H 


^^H 


animals. ^^^^H 


^^^H Satersdaj, 93/?, Saturday. 


Sheppheard, 156/21, shephenL^^^^H 


^^^H Sutumua, 91/24. 


Shined, 54/21, shone, diaplayed^^^l 


^^H Sanegard, 27/36, Sl/H, ^^fe- 


n^H 


^^^H guard, safety. 


Shipmen, I2Q/32, sailoTB. ^^^H 


^^^H Sauerie, 215/21 savoury, choice. 


Shipwracke, 3S/5, shipwreck. ^^^^H 


^^H Sayed, 6O/24, »>id. 


Shodd, 102/9, Bhed (tears). ^^H 


^^H Scaleclilf e, the orator; at, 96/ 1 4. 


Short, eO/27, me^re, antaU. ^^^H 


^^^H Scant, 95/1 1, acarcely. 
^^H ScholUrs, 43/1, Bchokrx, fol- 


Shott vp, 8O/22, grown np. ^^^^M 


Sliowres, IGijJ, rain, storms. ^^^^H 


^^^H lowers, in religion. 


Shrewdlie, 57/10, keenly, cun- ■ 


^^^H Scrapen, 64/13, «craped. 


ningly. 1 


^^H Scurrill,I0/4,8cnrrilouB,wieked, 


Shrowded, 24/6,dadin a shroud. ■ 


^^^H profane. 


ShruQcke, 194/i 1, gave way. ■ 


^^^H Sea, 64/20, see, dioeeee. 


Sider, 85/22, cider. ^^^| 


^^H Sea Apostolike, 74/5, the Apos- 


SidewUa, St., T9/30. ^^^M 


^^^H tolic See (i.e. Rome). 


Sieldome, 68/16, seldom. ^^^H 


^^H Seauen, 52/32, 2IO/13, seven. 


Si|i;herG, a prince of the ^!»^^^^^| 


^^^H Seaze, 177/14, seize. 


Sasons, husband of St Ositl^n^^^^l 


^^H Secular, 19/6, not professing 


^'^^H 
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Signe, 2O8/30, mark. 
Silvester, Pope, 3I/33, 
Singular, 76/io, parl.ii!ular,coii- 

Slacke, 3/6, inattentive. 
Sleeping on toth eareB, G6/21, 

fast asleep. 
SligHt, 64/4, aleight, cunning 

Sloncke, 57/23, slunk. 
Smell, 145/15, odour. 
Smelling, 78/14, becoming ac- 

qnainted. 
Smocke, S7/34, gnrment. 
So, 38/18,112/35, such. 
Soale, 153/10, Bole (of tlie foot). 
Societie, 62/4, company, fol- 

lowera. 
Sockea, 96/6, foot clothing. 
Socrates, 185/27, 
Sodaine^ I39/19, audilen. 
Sodainlje, 69/19, Bnddeiily. 
Some impe or membtr, 8I/31, 

one of his fraternity, 
Sondrie, 3/27, 26/33, sundry. 
Songuea, G5/33, songs, liyinns, 

psalniB. 
Sophronia, 21 /34. 
Sort, 91/33, manner. 
Souldiore, 32/33, Souldioiira, 

115/28, Boldiere. 
Sonnde, I66/5, tescmnd. 
Bonnded, 209/ 12, resounded. 
Sounded, 104/9, swooned. 
Sonnding, 35/23, resounding, 

being made known. 
BouthBajera, 15O/24, sooth- 
Sower, 26/35, sour. 
Sowre, 122/24, Boiir, angry, 

bitter, 
Sowre, 45/27, nnwboltsome. 
SozomenoB, 185/28. 
Spake, GO/27, spoken. 
Sparenea, 164/i5, scaniinenH. 
Spoiled, 65/3, despoiled; 94/i8, 

bereft. 
Spoyling, 53/25, despoiling. 
Sprong, 8O/13, sprang, eprang 

np. 
Spying, 121/ia, oljservirg. 
j Sliibb', 51/17, firm, aLiding ; 

37/14, endurable. 



Stnneliini^, SO/sS, quenching, 

satisfying. 
Stale, 48/2, 90/9, stole. 
Starrie genime, IO3/26, Iiea- 

Stay, 106/5, stop. 
Stflye, 115/z, support. 
Stayed, IO9/32, staid, demure. 
Stayed, 2I5/33, delayed. 
Stayii^, 199/32, stopping. 
Staynes, 55/8, stains. 
Stemme, 80/22, parentage. 
Stewes, 147/17, brothels. 
Stilled, 139/31, made atill, 

quieted. 
Stipends, 37/26, wages, reward. 



Stirre, IO8/24, 



; 150/26, 



Stooke, 36/33, family, tlirpea; 

44/2, progeny. 
Store, 24/15, plenty. 
Store of dweliers, 41J-22, popn- 

Stoute, 175/^6, strong, able. 
Straight, 84/io, strict. 
Straight, £09/29, narrow. 
Straite, 2O/31, strict, virtuous. 
Strake, 100/2g, rtruek. 
Streneshalch, the monastery of, 

56/1 8. 
Strenshalen, the monastery at, 

84/34- 
Striken, 82/14, I2O/21, Btrnclc, 

stricken. 
Slriuelin, the monastery at, 

96/33- 
Stroke, I8I/27, struck. 
Stroken, I28/24, Etru<:k. 
Strewing, 141/io, strewing. 
Studious, 35/9, diligent. 
Studiouslie, 53/IO, steadfastly, 

zealously. 
Stiu'res, IO8/19, Btirs, dislurb- 

Suauilie,55/25,Biiawty, flavour, 

Substance, 173/ii, dignity. 
Sacked vp, 8B/29, partook of, 

imbibed. 
Suckling meates, III/30, food 

for inl'aiita. 
Suite, 73/10, suit, quest. 



238 



GLOSSABIAL, NOMINAL, AND GENERAL INDEX 



Suite in law, 182/i6, lawsuit. 

Supernall, 43/15, 70/i3, 162/21, 
heavenly. 

Suppe, 120/4, imbibe, Bwallow. 

Supplant, 81 /7, overcome. 

Sure, 145/2, true. 

Surgeons iron, 120/ 15, eharp 
instrument used by surgeons. 

Suteable, 4/ 10, suitable. 

Swarmes, I91/15, multitudes. 

Sweate, 202/6, sweating. 

Sweate out, 140/3 1, <^^st out. 

Sweete, 176/34, gracious, dis- 
tinguished for suavity. 

Swounde, 137/27, swoon. 



Tabernacle, 209/32, canopied 
bier for the corpse. 

Tables, I2I/26, indentures, con- 
ditions. 

Tablet, 56/34, flat ornament of 
gold or jewelry. 

Take in hand, 22/6, undertake, 
do. 

Tale-carrying, 122/4, tale- 
bearing. 

Tasted, 138/2, hankered after. 

Tatling, 66/18, evil speech. 

Tearmed, 77/30, termed, called. 

Temporall, 132/i8, earthly. 

Tend, 175/21, go. 

Tenet Isle, 49/26, the Isle of 
Thanet. 

Tentations, 50/4, 198/2, mis- 
fortunes. 

Termes, 76/ 16, statements, de- 
tails. 

Terrene, III/4, earthly. 

That, 161/22, that which. 

That while, 57/ 13, at that 
time. 

The morrow, 48/20, on the 
morrow, next day. 

Thecla, the spiritual name of 
St. Macrina, 190/ 15. 

Theeues, 9/6, thieves. 

Theiltihl, a nun, 85/ 10. 

Their, I2O/9, here used for 'a. 

Them, 37/33, those. 

Thence, 57/24, therefrom. 

Thenith, the father of St. 
Wenefrlde, 89/6. 



Theodora, the daughter of Max- 
iniianus Herculeus, 3O/27. 

Theodore, Archbishop, 64/20. 

Theodoret, I85/27. 

Tliey for, 70/ 12, therefore, 

Thicke, I3O/20, frequent. 

Thirteth, 49/7, ? thirteenth or 
thirtieth. 

Thoroughe, 58/25, through. 

Threatened, 167/io, declared. 

Threed, 91/6, thread. 

Thridd, 2O/5, thread 

Tibbe, St., 73/31. 

To, 19/2, of. 

To, I64/30, too. 

To, I68/28, for. 

To her head, 158/23,asherlord. 

To weete, 11 8/ 17, to wit. 

Tonbert, Prince, husband of 
St. Etheldred, 67/io. 

Tooke such griefe, 31/2 1, be- 
came so grieved. 

Toppe, 133/23, climax. 

Torgitha, 53/14, one of the 
sisters of the monastery at 
Barking. 

Torment of stomacke, 112/8, 
stomach-ache. 

Tossings, 49/33, troubles, vex- 
ations. 

Towardlie, II/30, promising, 
likely. 

Trafike, 157/6, traffic. 

Translated, 48/34, transferred. 

Translation, 49/4, transfer. 

Trauailing, 189/ii, travelling. 

Trayne, 7 4/20, train, followers, 
servants. 

Trie, 33/2, make trial of. 

Trigetus, 1 32/29. 

Trikingham, the church of, 
60/ 1 9. 

Trimme and tricked, 16/ 11, 
well dressed and adorned 
with trinkets. 

Triumphed to her of his preye, 
107/2, making joy of her as 
his prey. 

Troble, 138/5, trouble. 

Troth, 87/i6, truth. 

Trow, 75/29, think. 

Tuffes, I6O/16, tufts. 

Tumultes, I93/32, noises. 
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Turgotte, the conrcsaor of St. 
Mitrgaret, II2/17. 


Vnburden, 83/29, disburden, 


cast away sorrow. 






Twoes, lee/ii, US tsTO, twain. 


Tye, v., 4/12, tie, aUy. 


Vndecent, I94/i7, indecent. 




Vnderstandin{r,10G/33,hearing, 


Vaine, 57/33, '^i°i Btrni". siy'^i 


knowing, being made ao- 
quainted. 




Vniiie, 129/1, empty. 


Vnderatood of, 45/3, knew of. 


Vanling, 14 5/36, va\mttiig, 


Vnditiided, 9S/io, ludivisibk. 


brevndo. 


Vndoubted, 118/s, IGl/li, n.,t 


Taluns, the Emperor, 203/s. 


to be doubted. 


ValeiitiniaTi, 133/33. 


VndQubtedncs, 104/io, truth- 


VehementUe, 198/35, eriev- 


fulness, trust worthiness. 


ouriy. 


Vnailable, 178/3, not to be 


Veik-d, 97/22, wore the veiL 


filled. 


Vcnemous, 20/z2, venomous, 


Vnitie, 79/31, consiingiiinity. 


heretical. 


Vnknowne, 188/30, undis- 






184/33, worthy of voiiera- 








1 Tuneration, 102/6, worship. 


be meuaiired. 


Verie forward, 187/9, ^m^^ ^<> 


Viinioneiible, 64/ 1, not to bo 


erahrace. 


moved. 


Vesta, the goddess, 146/26. 


Vn3.1tial.le, 178/2, insatiable. ' 




Vniial liable, 144/30, not to bi) 


Vesture, 40/ 10, gnnaent, rai- 


valued. 


ment. 


Vnwares, 5/34, unawares, willi- 


Vetrude, a variant of Wilfride, 


out any notiue. 
Vpreared, 163/1 ;, upright. 


104/2. 
Vexed, 3G/24, troubled. 


Vrsnla, St., memoir of, 36 efsc?. 


Vicar, 160/34, vice-regfnt. 


Vties, 17/27, purposes, object^. 


Vile, 119/22, odiona, untastefiil. 


Vaiirped on, IO4/19, imlaiv- 
fully taken. 


Vila weede, 108/6, soiry, old 


garments. 


Vulgar, 189/32, common. 


Violateta, 55/i, violators, 




wrong-doers. 
Violentlie, 40/2 5, ruthk'ssly, 


Walbui^e, St,, memoir of, 82 


et srq. 


milawfuUv. 


Warding, 53/29, taking ward uf. 


Virgin lost, 95/4, lost vii^in. 


Ware, tt, 27/24, wore ; 121/22, 


Vir^inall veile, 98/14, a nan's 
veil. 


canied. 
Warilie, 78/23, cautiously. 


Vttttlianufl, hueband of St. Gor- 


Warmlhe, I5I/27, heat. 


gonia, 158/28. 


Waste, 153/7, worthless. 


Vocall prayer, 183/10, psalma 


Wasted, 28/5, thinned. 


' or hymns of praise. 


Wasted, 3(j / 24, liarassc.l, 


Voices, 145/9, mueical notes. 
Vfiide, IU/2B, destitute. 


troubled, laid waste to, de- 


stroyed. 


Vouclisafed, 30/iS, Bontflit, re- 


Water -meateB, 83/i6, gruel. 


quested. 


bnith, Sc. 




Wanes, 120 / 35, tnrningii. 


Timial. 


ftiBliions. 


VnamiaUe 4/17, nnntlractivi.'. 


Was, 32/1, increase. 
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Waxed, O2/35, became, grew. 
Way ling, 23/30, wailing, lionen- 

"Wayle on, 172/21, Bent 
Wayticg, 34/2/, wailing, eeiv- 

ing. 
Weort, 1Z8/I4, wert, wast 
TVednne, the monaslery at, 

60/34. 
Wei-de, S8/1S, the dreaa of a 

TeligioiiH. 
Weede, 59/JS. clothing. 
Weete, 14/23, *'*■ 
TVuJKhing, 168/4, counting. 
Well-Lwtl, 215/9, wull-nur- 

turcd. 
Wen, 91/10, Weli.Ii for 'acar.' 
Wench, 70/it, girl. 
Wenefride, St., me. 



of, t 



hilde, 106/2. 
Wetburge, St., grand-daughter 

of St, Senbuige, 54/19. 
Werewell, IOG/3. 
Werynes, I63/3, WEariaeafl. 
Weaterie, 45/7, " pliice near 

Antwerp. 
Wether, 2l.^/i2, weather, 
What, 115/28, who. 
What, IO6/19, which. 
What a. one, II8/32, wliat sort 

of a person. 
What tliroiighe, 36/19, ^'^/a. 

Whether, 24/i8, 215/i, whither. 
Which, 75/22, 130/iS, what 
Which, 33 / 14, what, that 

Whilby, the monastery of, 

56/1 8. 
Whiteliuered, 149/8, cowardly. 
Whole, 1BB/2I, full. 
Whole, 153/21, perfect, healed. 
Whole, 84/5, recovered from 



Whollie frustrate, 172/23, frua- 

trat«d. 
WhoUom, 66/11, wholesome. 
Wholsonie, 32/36, true (spoken 

of the Cross on whiuh Christ 

was crucified). 
Whysperiiig, 04/4, whisper. 



Widows, St Paul's and St. 

Chrysoatom's definitions of 

true, 20. 
Widowes (widows) living in 



Wier. the rivL-r, 59/11. 
Wilburge, Princess, mother of 

St. Osithn, 97. 
Wilfrid, mother of St, Editb, 

102. 
Wilfride, Bishop, se/a?, 67/is. 
Wilgith, St., 79/29. 
Willebrord, brother of St. Wal- 

bui^T 63/1. 
WiUelh, 146/15, causeth. 
William the Conc[ueror, 10:)/9. 
Wilton, the nunnery of, 103/4, 

108/32. 
Winbume, the monoBtery at, 

78/17. 
Winebibber, 120/20, here used 

in an upbraiding manner. , 
Winnehoid, brolher of St WB^ 

burse, 83/i. 
Wisaida, 8/24, wiseacres, wifj 

Wished, X68/z6, I8O/13, ■ 

Withbnrding, IO5/13. 
Withbuwe, St , memoir 

79. 
Witheriack, 91/2$. 
Within, 140/21, inwardly. 
Wittie, 190/27, ready, quick. I 
Witting, 68/27, knowing. 
Wolle, 20/4. wooL 
WoUen, 68/12, woollen. 
Womanish, 134/i7, 194/1* 

womanly. 
Wooddie, 44/30,' forest-like. 
Woodnes, I26/27, moilneBB, 
Worke, 89/16, prevail npt 

with words or entreaties. 



works fit to bo perforii 
those of mature age, 
Worthie, 22/3 5, sacred, worahH 



"Wryting tables, I33/27, tabltl 
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Wulfere, King of Middle Eng- 
land, 54/18, 59/21, 58/27. 

Wulfhelme, father of St. Wulf- 
hilde, 105/15. 

Wulfhilde, St., memoir of, 105 
et seq, 

Yeare compleate, 68/5, whole 

year. 
Yeame, 20/5, yani. 
Yeares fitt, 39/23, ^^ *g®> ^P®> 

apt 



Yield, 170/19, give> make. 
Yield, 64/15, give way. 
Yong, 30/14, 77/9, young, 

youthful. 
Yonger far, 49/27, much the 

younger. 
Youthfull blonds, 92/21, young 

gallants. 

Zammale, 44/34, a place near 

Antwerp. 
Zenobias, 132/29. 
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